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Journalist killing

[ ! L |
Terrorist' Shahid's

mother arrested

in Khulna

From Staff Correspondent
KHULNA. July 29: Mother of
terrorist Shahid was arrested

by Daulatpur police from her
Pabla residence today.

Hosne Ara Begum, 42, al-
legedly carried the lllegal
firearms of her son from

Khulna to Jessore and brought
it back after journalist Sham-
sur Rahman was gunned down.

Her son Shahid, 24, is one of
the Kkillers of Shamsur Rah-
man, CID police suspect.

Shahid is one of the most
trusted armed cadres of ward
commissioner Litu. He was seen
on the corridor of Jessore
Janakantha office just few
minutes before Shamsur Rah-
man was Kkilled. It is learnt that
firearms used to kill Rahman
belongs to Shahid which his
mother Hosne Ara carried from
West Bania Khamar of Khulna
town and stronghold of Asaduz-
zaman Litu.

Litu, Shahid and Hirok are
the most wanted criminals for
CID. KMP raided several
shrimp enclosures of Khulna
and Satkhira districts on Fri-
day night to arrest Litu. Borders
of Satkhira and Jessore have
been alerted for preventing
these three suspects from enter-
ing India.

Meanwhile, Hosne Ara is be-
ing grilled by police at Daulat-
pur thana for kuowinf{ where-
abouts of her son and his fire
arms which she had carried to
Jessore.

Planting of bombs
Six arrested
in Bagerhat

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA. July 29: Rampal
thana police in Bagerhat dis-
trict arrested six persons on
Friday for their alleged in-

volvemment in planting of bombs
at Kotalipara on July 22.

The arrested hail from
Moksedpur thana of Gopalganj
district.

Police identified them as
Mohammad WNasiruddin, 30,
Ismail, 22, Osmamor Gani, 50.
Delwar Hossain, 24, Sarwar, 30,
and Jamaluddin. 22.

Police recovered some re-
ceipts for raising subscription
from their possession.

The arrested are
Bagerhat jail.

Ctg killings:

Three accused
® L
sent to jail

CHITTAGONG, July 29: The
CMM's Court today sent three of
the five accused arrested in
connection with Chittagong
Killing Case to jail hajat, re-
ports UNB.

They are Salahuddin, llyas
and Alamgir.

now in

Soleman and others, now in
Dhaka for interrogation., are
likely to be brought to Chit-
tagong tomorrow, police said.

Sahedul Karim Hira, accused
No 13, arrested on Friday was
produced before the court that
placed him on remand for three
days.

Police said theyv have ascer-
tained the involvement of
Soleman and Selim in the inci-
dent although their names were
not mentioned in the FIR.

Meanwhile, Jamaat-Shibir
activists have fled the city in

the face of continuous police
rald.

— Inside Today
Article

Camp David
Talks Falter
over the
Sovereignty of
Arab East
Jerusalem,
Not All of

Jerusalem
Dr Fakhruddin
Ahmed writes from
Princeton
Page 4
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Olive branch to Kashmir militants

Hurriyat welcomes Delhi's offer for unconditional talks
From Pallab Bhattacharya

NEW DELHI, July 29: In a
major development, the gov-
ernment of Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee has asked
Hizbul Mujahideen, a major
pro-Pakistan militant outfit
which has declared unilateral
ceasefire in Jammu and Kash-
mir state, to come overground
and get in touch with the Home
Ministry in New Delhi for ini-
tiating peace dialogue,

The decision to invite the
Hizbul was taken at a high-level
meeting presided over by Vaj-
payee here late yesterday
evening.

This was the first formal re-
sponse by Indian government to
the three-month ceasefire an-
nounced by the militant outfit
on Monday last. The truce had

already been welcomed by In-
dian government and major
political parties.

An official statement re-
leased after the high-level meet-
ing here asked the Hizbul lead-
ership to come overground and
establish contact with the In-
dian Home Secretary to discuss
modalities for initiating a dia-
logue and preparing the ground
for restoration ol peace in
Jammu and Kashmir.

“The government has con-
sistently maintained that
restoration of peace in Jammu
and Kashmir can be achieved
only through a dialogue and not
by continued mlilitancy,” the
statement said and invited all
militant groups and political
leaders in Jammu and Kashmlir

for the peace talks.

Interestingly, the govern-
ment statement last night did
not tag the phrases “within the
Indian Constitution™ while ex-
tending the (nvitation to the
Hizbul for the talks.

Highly-placed ollicials,

however, made it clear that
talks can take place only
within the ambit of Indian

Constitution and there was no
need to repeat this right at this
point.

The officials said the Indian
overnment was bound by the
Fnriiﬂn Constitution but last
night's statement refrained
from specifying the starting po-
sition for the proposed talks
with the Hizbul, which Is ready

Amu's last show of strength,
Elen fears repeat of Magura

JHALAKATI, July 29: All
eyes are now riveted on the July
31 parliamentary by-election
in Jhalakathi-2 constituency
where electioneering comes to
an end at midnight tonight.

In a grand finale today,
Awami League heavyweight and
Food Minister Amir Hossain
Amu led a huge procession of
his supporters carrying the
party symbol ‘boat’ in this
sleepy southern town.

The ruling party candidate's
hectic campaign so far was also
joined by about a dozen other
ministers, state ministers,
deputy ministers, around two

dozen MPs and a number of.

party leaders.

In sharp contrast to this,
Amu's rival independent can-
didate Elen Bhutto, conducted a

From Shehab Ahmed

low profile campaign. She is the
widow of Jatiya Party (Mizan-
Manju) MP Zulfigar Ali Bhutto
who won this seat in 1986, 1988
and 1996 elections. The seat
fell vacant following his death
recently.

Eight others are also con -
testing the by-election virtually
without campaigning.The
mainstream opposition parties
are staying off the polls.

Amu gave the finishing
touch to his campaign at
Nlachity, where Elen had con-
centrated her hopes seeking
support from all.

Elen also campaigned at
Jhalkathi at the same time
when the AL stalwart displayed
his party strength. mobilising
hundreds for today's procession
in the district town

She however conducted a
door to door campaign, accom -
panied by close relations in-
cluding her brother, a local AL
leader from Mehendigan|

Elen told newsmen she
feared that the polls might be a
repetition of Magura or Tangail
by-polls. "With the presence of
so may unknown faces, guns
and flexing of muscles here and
there, we are apprehensive of
the election resultse”.

She also reiterated her alle-

gation against Deputy
Commissioner of Jhalkathi
Bimal Kumar Kundu. who is

Returning Officer for the polls
of being partisan. Butl she did
not cite any instance to support
her allegation

Amu dismissed the allega-

See page 12 col 5

BB authority challenged

SIBL refuses to supply documents to investigate
alleged staff harassment

The authority of Bangladesh
Bank was challenged by a pri-
vate commercial bank when the
central bank sent an inspection
team to investigate a case fol-
lowing an allegation of staff
harassment.

According to sources, a cen-
tral bank inspection team
asked the Social Investment
Bank Limited (SIBL) to supply
documents on appointment of
some employees who were later
suspended, sued or dismissed
after submission of their resig-
nation letters. But the bank re-
fused to provide the documents

Earlier, 22 employees of
SIBL alleged that they were be-
ing harassed by the manage-
ment of the bank, particularly
its chairman. who allegedly
misused his power and vin%atefi
banking rules.

Flouting banking laws, SIBL

By Monjur Mahmud

Chairman MA Mannan issued
an office order on May 8 last
vear to its Managing Director
soon after resignation of the
employees, advising him not to
release any of its staff without
his (Chairman) prior approval.

Banking laws empower the
managing director to hire or
terminate employees.

According to sources, the 22
bankers resigned on different
grounds from May 1999 to Jan-
uary 2000 and requested the
management several times to
release them from their ser-
vices.,

Instead of releasing them,
the SIBL management started
Issuing suspension letters, fil-
ing cases and dismissing one al-
ter another on various pretexts

With launching of sonme new
banks, different banks are now
facing serious crisis of man-

power in executive posts. Some
banks have upgraded pay scales
and offered more beneflits to
employees.

As per banking rules. these
bankers can not work for other
banks unless they have release
orders from their previous
banks.

"We have formally requested
the Bangladesh Bank Governor
and the Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee on Finance Min-
istry regarding our problem but
we are yet to get any result.”
said one of 22 emplovees.

Anisur Rahman Akand, an
IT expert, was among those who
resigned on December 15 Jast
year. The bank did not bring
any charge against him when
lie handed over lis {*]]arg[- on
December 22 but tiled a crimi-

See page 12 col 4

to negotiate, in order to ward off
possibilities the djalogue get-
ting scuttled even before it could
take off

Indian officials here note
that Hizbul's ceasefire ofter Is
already under attack from
other militant groups in Pak
Istan and the outfit has been
expelled from United Jihad
Council. Hizbul supreme com-
mander Syed Salahuddin has
been dismissed as Council
Chairman for endorsing the
ceaselire declaration first an-
nounced by Abdul Majid Dar,
the self-proclaimed chief com-
mander of the group In Jammu
and Kashmir,

Official circles here appre-
hend that militant groups and

See page 11 col 8

Dengue: 21 more

hospitalised
By Staff Correspondent

IFwenty-one more people
with {Icngiuu fever were admitted
to three hospitals and a clinic
in the city yesterday, hospital
sources said.

Of them, 12 were admitted to
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal, five to Shishu Hospital,
three to BIRDEM and the rest to
Samorita Hospital.

Meanwhile, different organ-
isations have taken various
steps to eradicate aedes
mosquitoes from the city

[)Laka City Corporation
(DCC) yesterday geared up its
anti-mosquito drive in all 90
wards

Besides, Mayor Mohammad
Hanif has directed the officials
to increase manpower and
transport in aedes mosquito
eradication drive. He also
sought cooperation of the city
dwellers in this regard.

Bangladesh Scouts yesterday
opened a round-the-clock

Emergency Control Room at the ':

National Scout Bhaban at
Kakrail to create awareness
among the people about dengue

dever its prevention and treat-

merit.

The scouts and rovers of dif-
ferent educational institutions
will launch a mosquito eradica-
tion drive In their respective
institutions.

They will also create aware-
ness among the people about
dengue fever by going door to
door and distributing leaflets.

Disaster Resistance Com-
mittee, Dhaka 2000 (DRCD) yes-
terday formed a 501-membher
Dengue Brigade® with Dr Rai-
han Fazlun Nur and Ahsanul
Islam Babu, as advisor and
convenor respectively, to resist
the disease.

The DRCD will hold a semi-
nar on "Reason of Dengue Fever
and its Resistance” shortly

Students of the Dhaka Uni-
versity and Bangladesh Phar-
maceuticals Association
jointly brought out a procession
on the campus yesterday to
raise awareness about dengue
fever

Meanwhile, the Doctors and
Health and Environment (DHE)
vesterday refuted the recent
statement of Health Minister. A
DHE meeting. chaired by Prof
Shishir Kumar Majumder, also
expressed concern and
protested the statement, saying
government is trying to over-
look the problem.”

Check unplanned urbanisation

Implement policies properly to protect environment
By Staff Correspondent

Speakers at a roundtable in
the city vesterday stressed the
need for formulation of a policy
to check unplanned urbanisa-
tion to protect the environiment
from further deterjoration.

The roundtable on
“Unplanned Urbanisation and
its Effects on Environment”
was organised by students of
Urban and Regional Planning
Departinent of BUET at its audi-
toriuin

Editor of daily Prothom Alo,
Matiur Rahman, moderated the
discussion, participated by
town planners, environmental-
Ists, teachers and government
officlals.

Prof. MA Motin of BUET
sald the previous generation did
not take any initiative to check
deterioration of the environ-
ment, “There was no environ-
mental problem 30 years ago.
But the situation has become

vulnerable now due to lack of
consciousness of our earlier
generation,” he said.

“Consclousness will not be
enough now. Proper steps and
thelr Implementation are
needed now to cope with the sit-
nation,” he adva

He sald over 70 per cent ar-
cas of Dhaka city iIncluding
Lalmatia, Mohammadpur,
Rampura and Kalabagan have
grown in an unplanned way.
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Roundtable on ‘Unplanned Urbanisation and its Effects on Environment’ i ; at
the BUET auditorium yesterday. ment In progress a

~ Star photo

™ )

Added to this, there are slums,
which are largely responsible
for polluting the environment,

Echoing the same sentiment,
economist Dr. Atiur Rahman
called for a united movement to
save the environment in the
city. "Unplanned movement
will never be effective”

He also stressed on formula-
tion of a government policy for
urbanisation. It will not be pos-
sible to save the environment
without formulation and strict
implementation of a policy, he
observed

Only a united movement in-
volving all social forces can put
pressure on the government to
adopt policies and implement
those (o protect the environ-
ment, he observed

RAJUK Chairman M Azizul
Huq sald, buildings are often
constructed in the city without
RAJUK permission.

"Even the Dhaka City Cor-
poration (DCC) and Dhaka Uni-
versity did not bother to take
permission from us,” he said.
“We complained to the DU au-
thorities while they were going
for constructing a high rise
bullding on the campus, but it
did not work”".

Azizul Huq said 20 per cent
open space Is needed to keep the
city’'s environment suitable for
human habitation. But [t is
only five per cent, he sald

Housing and Public Works
secretary Quanmiul Islam Sid-
digui fdentified “igunorance”

See page 12 col 8

‘Honourable Mayor, please take steps to eradicate mosquitoes, reads a placard at a rally
brought out by students of Pharmacy Department of Dhaka University on the campus
yesterday. The spate of dengue fever has already claimed at least a dozen lives in the city.

— Star photo

; Sharing of seats becoming

apple of discord’

Three partners now unhappy with BNP

Three component parties of

the four-party opposition al-
liance are unhappy with the
BNP for its refusal to reach an
early agreement with them on
sharing of seats for contesting
the next general election under
an electoral alliance

sources concerned said mis-
trust and misunderstanding
among the alliance partners,
particularly between BNP and
Jatiya Party, have now further
increased. This is %ra(iu.ill_\'
weakening the possibility of the
four parties' participation in
the next election under a single
banner

BNP identified
main obstruction

JP the

o Its move

as

| for formation of a broad-based

electoral alliance for contesting
the polls to defeat Awami
League and form a coalition

By Rezaul Karim

governunent in future
The sources said BNI
to hold preliminary discussion
on sharing of seats and finalise
it after announcement of the
polls schedule, but JP wants fi-
nal settlement of the issue now
The main opposition part)

.!1,___;[{ S

is firm not to bow down to grow-

illg l”'t‘hSl”f' from its :'l“lt"\'-.T}"'

Jamaat-e-Islami and 10J -- for
reaching an early settlement
and formal an-

makmf a
nouncement based on a written
agreement in this respect

JP Chief H M Ershad has ap-
parently threatened to quit the
alliance if BNP fails to settle
the seat sharing issue and re
fused to go for an advance an
nouncement about jointly con-
testing the polls. some sources
said

Despite all this

they said

sitionn and

rmed its allies

BNP stuck to its p
calegorically inl
that it would not go for fi-
1alising sharing ol
written agreement in
gard right now

BNP sources said though the
party 1s verv much | i

seats and a

this re-

IlNtereste

(O maintain unity of the al-
liance and unitedhy fight
against Awami League govern-
ment, contest polls and form
the next govermment, it would
not mind if any of its allies
wallls lw*itilt

A top BNP leader said final-
Ising sharing of the 300 par-

liament seats at such :
stage would be idal
especially for the largest opj
Sition party, becauss
lead to serious conflicts
the party
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Speaker not
neutral,

Dutch envoy
shares view
with Khaleda

By Staff Correspondent

The outgoing Ambassador of
the Netherlands said vesterday
he shares the view of the main
opposition BNP that the
Speaker of the parliament is
not neutral.

Dick Ben Haas, the Dutch
envoy, said that he along with
other envoys of the European
Union met with Speaker Hu-
mayun Rasheed Chowdhury re-
cently and it appeared to him
that the opposition's allegation
has substance

The ambassador said this
when he paid a farewell call on
Leader of the Opposition in
Parlifament Khaleda Zia at her
olficial residence in the city
yesterday evening

Briefing newsmen after the
meeting, BNP chairperson’s
Advisory Council member MM
Rezaul Karim saild the Dutch
ambassador expressed his opin-
lon after Khaleda Zia explained
to him why the opposition is
staying olf the parliament.

About the Public Safety Act,
Haas said lawmakers In the
Dutch parliament raised a lot of
questions about the law and
criticised it when it was passed
in parliament in February.

The MPs in Netherlands had
also apprehended that there is a
possibility of violation of hu-
man rights in Bangladesh after
the passage of the act, he added.

See page 11 col 3
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