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Daily
Channel I along with others formed a group to
wo_gk_ together fo rajse ' public awareness abotit
dengue and help people'fight this disease. Is this
an example of our irresponsibility? May be to the
minister, yes. He may say we are spreading
panic. Regardless of what anyvbody says we will
perform our public duty. We just hope that min-
isters will have the good sense to realise that
independent media is an ally whose help should

be sought, and not an enemy who needs to be
denounced.
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Dengue and the
Minister

HE Health Minister Sheikh Fazlul Karim
Selim instead of thanking the media for all its

help in making the public aware about the threat
of the dengue fever has, and quite characteristi-
cally, blamed the media for being incorrect and

rresponsible.  We resent the minister's

characterisation of the media's role. In fact we
think that we have done a public service and
have acted most responsibly by spreading the
word about the outbreak of this deadly fever
which has already taken 11 lives since its out-
break and infected 239, according to the minis-

er himself. The health ministry's figures are

extremely conservative and cover only the city's
public hospitals. What about the figures from the
private clinics, about whose role the minister was

so highly critical?

When the media broke the story of dengue out-

break it was discovered that testing reagents for

he disease were not adequately available. In fact

WHO had to airfreight a quantum of supply on
an emergency basis. This was the situation in
Dhaka. The condition in other cities and of the
district hospitals can be easily imagined. Was it

esponsible of the ministry to be caught so

unprepared, especially when so much is being
made about the infection being seasonal? That is
all the more reason why the government itself
should have gone to the public well in advance to
inform them that there could be an outbreak of
dengue and that we should take such and such

preventive steps to protect us from it.

The local WHO chief said that if properly man-

aged nobody should die from dengue. Early
treatment is the key, for which hospital staff
have to be trained. So the question is: are our
hospital staff trained to look after dengue
patients?
question? He has admitted that 11 people died.
(Does it include the nine year old boy from the
Sunny Dale School who died from dengue and
whose picture we carried yesterday? How many
more does
should these 11 have died? Whose responsibility
was it? Many of the urgent actions taken by the
government resulted from the extensive media
coverage that dengue outbreak got. Left to the
igoverlﬁncm it would have buried this outbreak
under layers of denials, as it tried to do in the

beginning.

Will the minister please answer this

this figure not include?) Why

Just the other day Bangladesh Scouts. The
Star, Prothom Alo. Janakantha. ETV,

The Educated
Swindlers

considerable amount of public money has
been swindled by a section of private college

teachers with the connivance of a segment of dis-
honest and corrupt officials of the secondary

ducation directorate, This has been going on for

the last seven years with about fifteen hundred
million (Taka 1.5 billion) taka being defalcated in
the name of five thousand teachers of eight hun-
dred private colleges of the country. The Bangla
daily Prothom Alo on Thursday disclosed this
sensational information. The chief of the direc-
torate has, however, informed the paper that
some cases of defalcation have been detected and
salaries and allowances of teachers of the insti-
tutions concerned have been withheld.

It is really alarming to note that in eight hun-

dred private intermediate colleges across the
country around Taka twenty million has been
drawn illegally in the name of additional teachers
and officials for the last seven years. The swin-
dling reached such a proportion that many prin-
cipals in the intermediate colleges have been

inlawfully drawing salaries similar to the slab

for principals of degree colleges.

This racketeering has been going on unabated

and still the DG's office is waiting for specific
cases 1o act against the malaise. According to the
1993 order any private educational institution
has to be registered with the government to be
entitled to a grant. The government rules also
stipulate that up to 26 teachers and officials of a
private college can be financially subsidised. But
the paper reports that twenty-seven institutions
of the country have drawn money for more than
double the number with the help of a section of
swindlers at the education directorate. While
many of the new private intermediate colleges
opened to facilitate higher education for the stu-
dents of the attached

hard to be registered with the directorate for
intermediate aids and subsidies, the already
recognised ones are making hay taking ad-
vantage of the laxity of the directorate.

schools are trying very

The black hand of corruption has entered the

educational arena vitiating its atmosphere and
causing a rapid erosion of moral values in the
society. If teachers, however small their number

may be, can steal public money then there is
hardly anything to be optimistic about the future

| of this nation.
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“The G-8 Summit

From Crisis Management to Development Visions

by Syed Akhtar Mahmood

HE G-8 summit has just
I ended in Okinawa, Japan.
The environment in
which the G-8 leaders met for
this summit was, In many
ways, quite different from that
which clouded the summits in
recent years. In the past few
sumimits, the leaders met in the
midst of economie crisis and
potential threats to the
stability of the International
economic o' o &
Understandably, their minds
were focused on crisis manage-
ment and the need for more ef-
fective financial regulation.
This time, with the spectre of a
global economic crisis disap-
pearing, the leaders of the
world’'s most industrialized
countries could afford to take a
long-term view on broader de-
velopment Issues. No wonder
that this summit has been
dubbed the "development sum-
mit". And, no wonder, that the
summit's final communique
waxes eloquently of moving to-
wards a 21st century "of greater
|_1ru:-.a|l:u_~rity" and "deeper peace of
mind”.

The attention given to long-
term development issues |is
commendable and I shall come
back to it, However, one can jus-
tifiably be a bit concerned that
the issue of reforming the insti-
tutions of the global financial
system and more generally re-
designing the international fi-
nancial architecture, that had
so engrossed the minds of the
global leaders and others for
the past few years, seems to
have received much less atten-
tion at this summit. As crises
usually do, the recent upheaval
in East Asia and the threat ol
global contagion that it had
generated, led to much soul
searching about the current in-
ternational financial system,
including the role of the major
institutions such as the large
international banks and the
IMF. As a result, considerable
work has been done in the past
three years on thinking about
reform options and some ac-
tions have already been taken,
However, the achievements
have been less than expected
and observers have started wor-
rying if the momentum for rad-
ical change has been lost.

If the momentum has indeed
been lost, there could be two
reasons for this. Firstly, the
quick resolution of the crisis,
helped by the faster than ex-
pected recovery of the East
Asian tigers. may have taken
away the sense of urgency. Any
5!11(]{'111 vl econonli IHH[UT}'
would know that a long drawn-
out and traumatic crisis. while
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HE Group of Eight leading

nations ended their an-

nual summit on 23 July
with promises to help poor
countries cut their debts, fight
diseases and introduce them to
new technologies. G8 leaders
also decided to launch global
trade talks by the end of the
year.

The summit was uneventful
in the sense that there were no
protesters like was seen during
the WTO meet in Seattle. At
least, no protesters the 20,000
police could not handle. Also,
in absence of 'new and pressing
international dramas’ the lead-
ers focused on long-term issues
crucial to global peace and
prosperity.

Japan spent more than S750
million on the summit and two
preparatory ministerial meet-
ings. This big bill angered de-
velopment lobbyists, who said
the money could have been bet-
ter spent on debt forgiveness for
poor countries.

Campaigners were also upset
by the G8's failure to ease the
conditions on a debt relief plan
launched a year ago that has
fallen far short of expectations.
The leaders merely sald they
would try hard to ensure 20 out
of 41 very poor countries are ol
track for debt relief by the end
of the year, up from nine now.

"While the GB8 leaders have
enjoved Japan's S750 million
hospitality. they have squan-
dercd a historic opportunity to
cancel the unpayable debts of

Organizations such as_the Jul;ile

e 2000 coalition (an umbrella group for non-governmental

organizations campaigning for debt forgiveness) have been arguing that the poor in the developing
world bear the brunt of the high debt repayment obligations of their countries and any delay in debt
forgiveness will only hurt them more. But the donors have a counter argument. What guarantee is

there, they ask, that the mo

undesirable for many reasons,
often has a beneficial side-ef-
fect. It inspires people to take
stock of existing systems and
arrangements — economic, po-
litical or soclal — and take bold
steps to reform, or replace, sys-
tems that are no longer work-
ing. Long-held intellectual con-
sensus is abandoned and dif-
ferent arties rise above
parochial and petty Interests to
uphold common goals. A good
example of this is the Bretton
Woods reforms of 1944 which
led to many changes in the in-
ternational economlic and fi-
nancial order, including the
creation of the World Bank and
the IMF. The Bretton Woods
meetings did not take place in a
vacuum, Delegates came with
fresh memories of the economic
crisis of the 1930s and the dev-
astation wrought by the Second
World War. These memories
provided a sense of urgency and
an incentive to the parties in-
volved to rise above thelr nar-
row mercantile interests and
define their economic interests
in broader, systemic terms. All
this encouraged a multilateral
approach to international eco-
nomic issues. From this per-
spective, the quickness of the
East Aslan recovery, while very
desirable for many reasons,
may have also taken away the
sense of urfg TIcy.

Secondly, even before the
crisis had faded there were
signs that it would be difficult
to forge an agreement among
the different players, including
governments, the private sector
and multilateral institutions,
on the broad contours as well as
detalls of reformns. The major
international banks, for ex-
ample, have been opposed to the
suggestions that they be forced
to participate In crisis resolu-
tion through formal mecha-
nisms to "bail in" the private
sector. In short, narrow inter-
ests seem to be prevailed. We are
vel to see the emphasis on col-
lective, rather than parochial,
interests that had catalyzed the
last major reforms to the inter-
national financial order more
than five decades ago. The fact
that the crisis disappeared so
quickly without a traumatic
global impact may have some-
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wrDoes it Really Mean Anything

thing to do with the fallure at
collective action.

All this does not mean that
there will no longer be talk of
reforming or strengthening the
fnternational taocial archi-
tecture. Waork on this will con-
tinue but the changes are likely
to be relatively moderate.

So, if reform of the interna-
tional financial architecture
was not uppermost on thelr
minds, what is it that preoccu-

fed the industrialized world's

eaders In the Japanese city of
Okinawa? This time the em-

Fhasls was on development and
eaders talked about trade, debt
and soclal Issues. And, no sur-

prise — In keeplnﬁ with the
times, they also talked about

the spread of information tech-
nology and the spectre of a "dig-
ital divide". In the brief scope of
this article one cannot do jus-
tice to all the important issues
that were discussed in Okinawa.
I shall thus focus on two: in-
formation technology and debt
relief.

While the leaders felt en-
couraged by the recovery in the
crisis-hit countries, they were
certainly not in a complacent
mood, Rather they were con-
scious of the tremendous imm-
pact that globalization and the
spread of Information and
communication technology (IT)
is F(:ring to have on both the de-
veloped and the developing
world. These two mutually rein-
forcing phenomena are going to
radically change many aspects
of economlic activities and
bring about fundamental
structural change to economies.
The spread of IT creates oppor-
tunities but also poses threats.
Countries that will fall behind
in the digital race will not only
be deprived of many benefits of
globalization and IT but may,
in fact, be unable to shield
themselves from the many dis-
locations that globalization
might cause. It is natural
therefore that the G-8 leaders
were concerned about how to
close the 'digital divide' which
has emerged between, and
within, countries as a result of
the rapid development of in-
formation technology.

So. what actions did they
propose? And, are these
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for the Poor Countries? -

enough? The group Issued an in-
formation technology charter

(which readers may download
from MMMMN.QB.

inawa.go p/e/documents /il
tnl) designed to help developing
countries benefit from the In-
ternet. They announced the es-
tablishment of a Digital Oppor-
(unity Taskforce, called the Dot
Force, whose mandate included
a range of activities: fostering
IT policy, regulatory and net-
work readiness in developed
and developing nations: -
Proving conneo VY, fnereas-
ing access and lnwcrin% CcOsts:
bullding humman capacity and
encouraging participation in
global e-commerce networks;
encouraging pilot programmes
and promoting policy dialogue,
and facilitating discussions
with developing countries, in-
ternational organizations and
other stakeholders. The task
force Is to report back at next
year's summit to be held in
Genoa, Italy, with recommen-
dations on what the global
community can do as a whole to
bridge the knowledge divide.

But will all this emphasis on
IT bear much fruit if the basic
Infrastructure in the developing
countries remain poor? How
widespread will be the bounties
of IT if the supply of electric
power remains inadequate and
erratic, if the telecommunica-
tions infrastructure (s anti-
quated and If the vast majority
of the people are deprived of
even basic education? Not
much. The leaders were aware
of this as iIs evidenced from this
uote from the IT charter that
they Issued: "Indeed, those de-
veloping countries which fail to
keep up with the accelerating
ace of IT innovation may not
ave the opportunity to partici-
pate fully in the information
society and economy. This |s
particularly so where the exist-
ing gaps in terms of basic eco-
nomic and social infrastruc-
tures, such as electricity,
telecommunications and educa-
tion deter the diffusion of IT.”

It was not clear though how
the required infrastructural
improvements will be financed.
Prior to the summit, Japan
committed $15 billion in aid
over five vears for such efforts
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by Navine Murshid
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ney saved through debt relief will indeed be spent on the poor?

as the training of IT experts in
developing countries. Although
the Japanese may have hoped

that their initiative would forim
the seed capital of a larger fund.
rs of the G8 made
no new commitments during
the summit. It must be men-
tioned, thuu%h. that many of
these countries are providing
bilateral assistance to develop-
ing countries to help develop IT.
Moreover, multilateral institu-
tions. such as the World Bauk,
have several projects at both
country and global level to sup-
port infrastructure bullding as
well as development of IT itself.

Another important issue
discussed was debt relief. The
developed countries had agreed.
under the Heavily Indebted
Poor Country (HIPC) Initiative,
to ofler debt relief of up 1o 850
billion to quallfying countries.
Another S50 billion of relief is
to be granted under the heading
ol overseas loans and Paris
Club debt. However, progress in
granting debt relief has been
slow. Of the forty countries that
are technically eligible for re-
lief under the HIPC {nitiative,
only nine, mostly in Africa,
have benefited so far to the tune
of $15 billion. The G-7 coun-
tries (i.e., G-8 minus Russia) are
currently negotiating with an-
other eleven countries. The fi-
nal communique at Okinawa
promised to “"work expedi-
tiously” to ensure that HIPC
debt relief has been granted to a
total of 20 countries by the end
of this year.

Not surprisingly, the advo-
cates of rapid debt relief were
not impressed. Organizations
such as the Jubilee 2000 coali-
tion (an umbrella group for
non-governmental organiza-
tions campaigning for debt for-
giveness) were unhappy with
the slow progress. They have
been arguing that the poor in
the dE?Eleinﬁ world bear the
brunt of the high debt repay-
ment obligations of their coun-
tries and any delay in debt for-
giveness will only hurt them
more. But the donors have a
counter argument, What guar-
antee {s there, they ask. that the
money saved through debt relief

will indeed be spent on the
poor? They point out that a

Where people cannot have two square meals a day and have an added $130 debt per person (as is
in Bangladesh), it is very difficult to finance education, health care services and technological
progress.

the poorest countries,” Ann
Pettifor, who heads the Jubilee
2000 debt-cancellation coali-
tion in Britain, said in a state-
ment.

Jubilee 2000 coalition had
added another thirty countries
to the list of very poor coun-
tries, including Bangladesh.
The summit poses threat to the
future of all these countries. as
debt forgiveness is increasingly
being related to development
and progress.

"The UN had said that they
would try to halve poverty by
2015. There is no way that
would happen if the present
debt situation persists”, opined
Craig Smallbone of Jubilee
2000, who had \visited
Bangladesh last month in con-
nection with the debt-cancella-
tion campaign.

Interesting was Putin’s role
in the whole sumumit. He had
been expected to ask lor casier
terms on $42 billion of loans to
Westernn governments that
Russia inherited when the
Soviet Union collapsed in 1991,
But Putin, determined to con-
firm Moscow's status as equal
partner, never raised the ques-

tion. Indeed, he insisted that
the final communique have no
separate reference to Russia.

The Eight, besides rantin
about debt of the third worl
countries, pledged to meet a
range of U.N. development
goals, including numerical tar-
gets to reduce AIDS and other
infectious diseases, the halvin
of absolute poverty by 2015 an
a place in school by then for ev-
ery child on earth.

- This is the first time, at

least in my experience, and this
iIs my last G8 conference, that
there has been such a system-
atic focus on the developing
world on the problems of dis-
ease and the digital divide and
education,” said President
Clinton, who announced $300
million in aid to provide free
school lunches in developing
countries.
On the core {ssues of the sum-
mit, the G8 was upbeat about the
recovery In growth since a fi-
nancial crisis swept Asia,
Russia and many parts of the
developing world in 1997 and
1998.

‘The world economy will
pgrow strongly this year, and we
are particularly encouraged by

the strength of recovery in cri-
sis-affected countries," the
leaders’ communique said. In a
statement at the end of their
annual summit, the G8 also
said financial and economic
crises of the past few years have
presented enormous challenges
for the world economy” and de-
clared they would carry the
lessons forward to prevent fu-
ture economic upheavals.

~The world economy will

record strong growth this year,"
the G8 said in a joint declara-
tion.
- While the pace of recovery
varies across Asia, trade is ex-
panding and indeed some coun-
tries have achieved dynamic
growth," the G8 said.

It is the first summit in
which I participated in which
there is no big economic prob-
lems for the developed coun-
tries...This has made it easier to
think of the problems of the de-
veloping world,” said Romano
Prodi. President of the
European Commissioll.

With at least one-fifth of the
world’'s population stuck in
poverty, the G8 said the globe
still had vast problems. “In

particular, many developing
countries, notably in Africa,
are growing too slowly. The
HIV/AIDS pandemic aggravates
the situation,” they said. The G8
promised to deliver "three criti-
cal UN targets” by reducing the
number of AIDS/HIV infected
yvoung people by one quarter,
halving tuberculosis prevalence
and deaths, and making a simi-
lar reduction in the incidence of
malaria, all by 2010.

The leaders issued an infor-
mation technology charter to
help developing countries reap
the economic benefits offered
by the Internet and asked a
Digital Opportunity Taskforce,
or Dot Force. to report back
with ideas to next year's summit
in Genoa, Italy. They said they
must bring IT opportunities to
poorer nations to bridge the gap
in technological progress.

In the meantimne, to show
they themselves are not being
left behind by the digital age.
the leaders said they had agreed
to set up their own e-mail net-
work.

As the summit's host nation,
Japan promised $15 billion in
ald over five years to help train
IT experts in developing coun-

number of HIPC countries are

currently affected by military

conflicts which prevent poverty
reduction. They fear that fur-
ther debt relief to these coun-
triecs will only go to finance
such conflicts. For some other
countries, there is fear that debt
forgiveness will only serve cor-
rupt regimes that have misap-

_ [:u)ropriatcd ald funds in the past.

cbt relief is thus a contentious
issue and is likely to remain so
for some time to come.

In addition to this, the G8
leaders made a number of
comunitments on trade and so-
clal issues. They pledged them-
selves to support efforts to
launch a new round of WTO-
based multilateral trade nego-
tiations by the end of the year.
On health, they committed
themselves to three critical UN
largets: reducing the number of
HIV/AIDS-infected ynun¥ peo-
ple by 25 per cent by 2010: re-
ducing TB deaths and TB preva-
lence by 50 per cent by 2010;
and reducing the burden of dis-
ease assoclated with malaria by
50 per cent by 2010. On educa-
tion, the group promised to join
i1 global efforts to achieve uni-
versal primary education by
2015 and gender equality in
schooling 2005. It also
committed itself to halving the
number of those living in ex-
treme poverty by 2015 and
called for establishing the eco-
nomic and social foundations
for broad-based, private sector
growth.

All this implles a heavy
agenda. The G-8 leaders made it
clear that pushing this agenda
forward will require the collab-
oration of all actors: govern-
ments, private sector, civil so-
ciety and the multilateral insti-
tutions. One of the people who
attended the sununit as an ob-
server was Jim Wollensohin. the
president of the World Bank. On
his return to Washington, he
sent an e-mail to all his staff
saying how much the work of
the World Bank was noted dur-
ing the deliberations and
thanked them for their work.
As he wished his colleagues a
happy summer and embarked
on his own wvacation, Mr.
Wolfensohn had no illusions
that, when he returns to work
in September, he will have any-
thing less than a full agenda to
deal with. The G-8 leaders have
made their commitments at Ok-
inawa. That was the easy part.
The more challenging task of
dellverin& on these promises
lies ahead.

The writer who is with the
World Bank, writes from Wash-
ington, DC.
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tries and underscore its com-
mitment to make the bridging
of the digital divide the main
focus of this year’'s sumumnit.

“The world cannot prosper
if the developing world fails to
develop.” said Japanese Prime
Minister Yoshiro Mori.
How much Bangladesh would
actually gain from this is yet to
be seen? First of all,
Bangladesh has not been in-
cluded in the Heavily Indebted
Poor Countries list. where 42
countries were cited. Therefore,
debt relief for Bangladesh may
be far off. If the Japanese PM's
words have any truth in it, then
the world will not prosper soon.
If debt is not cut off. the 72
countries recommended by
Jubilee 2000 for debt relief.
would not be able to develop.

All the factors that were dis-
cussed in the G8 Sununit are
interlinked. For one factor to be
effcctive and working, all the
other factors have to be work-
ing too. Where people cannot
have two square meals a dayv
and have an added S130 debt per
person {as is in Bangladesh). it
is very difficult to finance edu-
cation. health care services and
technological progress. In such
countries, these necessities’ are
actually luxuries that they can-
not afford; luxuries that they
can well do without. '

Debt relief would not change
everything, but it would be a
lirn step towards developiment.
It would make ‘all the other fac-
tors' possible.

Letters for publication in these columns should be ad-
dressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed with dou-
ble space. For reasons of space, short letters are preferred,
and all are subject to editing and cuts, Pseudonyms are ac-
cepted. However, all communications must bear the
writer's real name, signature and address.

Dengue and our
big guns

Sir, The Daily Star of 26th
July reports "The Institute of
Epidemiology, Disease Control
and Research (IEDCR) has no

scientist for research on
mos&Hultn". On the following
day the DS correspondent also

reports "Dhaka ignored WHO
alert on dengue epidemic,...” "A
large number of dengue fever
cases of the country escaped de-
tection In the absence of proper
diagnostic facilities...". “In ab-
sence of a qualified research
specialist at the [EDCR there s
no way to deal with the scourge
that endanger human life.” \‘F;:
also learn from the report of
Naimul Haq that one Dr A. Ma-
soom who recently returned
from UK after completing Ph.D.
on paracytology Is now assigned
to carry out "simple adminis-
trative work". Mr Haq goes on
to report "Dr Yasmin Jahan, a
microbiologist who worked

with IEDCR {s now in the Na-
tional Institute of Population
and Soclal Medicine
(NIPSOM)". There is another
Instance; Dr Shirin Akhtar
(rained in entomology in the
London School of Tropical
Medicine and Hygiene s also
posted in NIPSOM. All of tlicse
doctors with essential qualifi-
cation and experience, if posted
at the IEDCR, could possibly
help the nation in getting relief
from the dengue epidemic. But
they are not. We should not,
however, forget that we do not
have the reputation of placing
the right person in the right
place and do the right thing at
the right time, if ever we choose
to do so. While the department
concerned remains oblivious of
the situation, "13 people alread

died of dengue fever and 25

Imuplc were reportedly infected
1{ dengue” in the capital itself,
The Ministry of Education has
indeed done a great job by clos-
ing down schools and colleges
for three days to carry out

‘cleanliness drive!" It is also re-
ported that the home of the Fi-
nance Miuister was sprayed for
half an hour to save the Hon-
ourable Minister from dengue,
We assume that other big guns’
homes, including Mayor Hani-
f's, have also been sprayed
while there Is no report of
spraying homes of the common
people, who pays tax for pay-
ment of salaries to all con-
cerned. Does cleaning of educa-
tlonal Institutions and spray-
ing homes of the 'big guns'
mean that these are the onlyv
places mosquitoes will target”
No wonder the people in author-
ity who Ignored WHO warning
against the outbreak of dengne
in Chittagong and Dhaka are
rightful claimants of getting
their homes spraved with lar-
vaeclde at the first instance!
And it Is indeed a relief for the
rvnple of the capital city to
earn that their Honourable
Mavor has decided not to travel
abroad. as planned, for he
wants to be in the citv at this
trying tinie of the nation!

A Taxpayer
Dhaka

No interest in tea!

Sir, The report on the tea in-
dustry (DS, July 26) shows that
the governance is not interested

in the development of the old
tea industry, one of the tradi-
tional export lines. Tea drink-
ing Is routine, and is taken for
granted, in a routine manner,
as if there were no problems,
and the development and BMRE
would take care of itself auto-
matically without any govern-
ment intervention; of course
the tea drinking gentlemen in
the gardens were polite enough
not to be too pressing,

While foreign assistance
data have been mentioned,
there is hardly any publicity of
the government's interest in the
tea gardens and its technical
and human problems. Within
len years. we might not be able
to export tea, as domestic de-
mand may oultstrip the ﬂllf]llllﬁ
lelt for export.

R&D is also weak, as supe-
rior grades are not being made
available to the local con-
sumers (FOP, unbroken OP,
non-CTC leaf grades, etc). Our
tea has more liquor than
flavour: and entrepreneurship
is missing. Why do we have to
get out of the country to enjoy a
good cup of tea? Due 1o so-called
rotection, grades not grown in
jangladesh are also levied at a
high rate, when imports are re-
stricted for blending only (we
have to fmport high-grown va-
riety for blending, as we lack
ground height of 5,000 to 7000

ft.)

It is a neglected industry,
dumped into the lowest priority
in the governmment development
plans. Why this step-motherly
treatment for the drink that
cheers, but not inebriate? Let us
go for better tea. and more of it.

AZ
Dhaka

Roads in bad
shape

Sir, Some roads of Dhaka
University area are in real de-
crepit state which need to be re-
paired inmunediately. | am par-
ticularly talking about those
roads, which run through the
Arts bullding and the Register
building. I can clearly recall
that the condition of these
roads is just as it was three
vears back when | entered this
institution. Pits and ditches
proclaim their presence here
and there on these roads. As
divs pass by, their number is
increasing and thus enhancing
the suffering of the people. Dur-
ing the rainy season, the condi-
ion deteriorates; some parts of
the roads go under rainwater
and the hidden pits under water
become more dangerous. And
then the students have no al-
ternative but to wade through

water wetting their shoes. Will
the concerned authority please
take necessary steps and eradi-
cate the problem?

Ruhul Amin
Dhaka University

DESA's prank

Sir, We are in receipt of the

electric bill issued by DESA for

the month of June, 2000 dated
2ud July 2000 received by the
Security Guards of our office
complex-- Kakrail Flat Owners
Multi-purpose Co-operative So-
ciety LTD on the evening of 26th
July 2000. The last date for
payment of the bill is 31st July
2000 which leaves only three
banking days i.e. 27, 30 and
J1st July to pay the bill. It took
25 (twenty-five) days by DESA
to deliver the bill and DESA ex-
pects their consumers to ensure
payment in three days time!
This is the second instance of
DESA's similar negligence.

In this regard I would like to
ask the DESA authority only
one question-- do they really
want the consumers to pay their
bill on time? Well. the above
instance doesn’t prove so.

D. M. Khan
Kakrail, Dhaka

Sastintbain




