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BB withdraws
problem bank
status of NBL

By Inam Ahmed

Bangladesh Bank (BB) has
withdrawn the problem bank
status of National Bank Lim-
ited INBL) effective from August
1. according 1o Finance Min-
IStry sources.

NBL was among the seven
banks identified by the 3B as
problem banks in 1945 because
of their precarious [linancial
health.

Later. the BB formed a prob-
lem bank unit to supervise the
functions of these banks and
signed Memorandum of Under-
standings (MOUSs) with them.

With the signing of the
MOUs, some restrictions were
also imposed on the banks re-
garding their loan and branch
expansion operations.

The BB also put its adminis-
trators in all the problem
banks. '

According to banking
sources., NBL greatly huproved
its position by making a recond
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DMP chief says
No such order to

L
Liaquat
By Staff Correspondent

Though the Prime Minister
two weeks ago ordered arrest of
three “godfathers™ of terrorists
in the city, police claim that
they have not yet received any
such order officially.

According to a UNB report
published in different national
dailies earlier, Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina ordered the
Commissioner of Dhaka
Metropolitan Police on July 9
to immediately arrest Auranga,
Liaquat and Hannan for their
alleged involvement in terrorist
activities in the city.

Dhaka Metropolitan Police
Commissioner Motiur Rah-
man, when contacted said. ™ So
far we know, The Prime Minis-
ter has not given any such or-
der.”

Auranga, Liagquat and Han-
nay were once linked  with
Awami League's youth front,
Jubo League. There are many al-
legations of murder, robbery
and other criminal activities
against them, according to po-
lice and press reports.

One shot dead,
another stabbed
in city
By Staff Correspondent

Unidentified persons shot
dead a 1ea stall owner and fa-
tally stabbed a young man in
separdie incidents in the city on
Thursday night

One of the victims was iden-
tified as Abdul Wahad. 38, who
ran a tea stall at Nabinbagh in
Shyampur thana. Identify of
the other man aged about 25
could not be known.

According to police sources,
four armed men appeared in
front of Wahad's house at
Nabinbagh and knocked the
doors at about 3:30 am. Wahid
wanted to know their identity
but without giving any reply,
they started Kicking on the
door. At this, he opened the
door and the gang shot him and
fled away. Wahid died on the
Spol.

The motive behind
Killing could not be
immediately

The victim's cousin filed a
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JHALAKATI, July 28: Heavy
rains dampened the campaign
by ruling party stalwart and
Food Minister Amir Hossain

Amu today but it failed to deter

him from holding a rally at

Baukathi, three and half a
miles from here.
Braving the rains, the

Awami League candidate in par-

liamentary by-election in Jha-
lakati -2 constituency sought
votes, saving that Jhalakati
district did not have a minister
in the last 30 vears (except him-
self) and if he is elected. the area
would be developed. '‘Develop-
ment' is tlie only message he
and nearlv a dozen other minis-
ters, state ministers and deputy

From Shehab Ahmed

ministers visiting the area have
been giving to the voters.

The by-election is also being
contested by nine others inclad-
ing Elen Bhutto, widow ol
Jativa Party (Mizan-Manju) MP
Zulfigar All Bhutto. The seat
fell vacant following his death.

The mainstreaimn opposition
parties have shunned the elec-
tion. Even Elen Bhutto got no
support from her husband's
party.

Though the JP faction has
fielded a candidate --Advocate
Jailuddin Hawlader-- he |is
missing from the electioneer-
ing. Even party leader and
Communication Minister An-
war Hossain Manju, who hails

A dozen ministers
campaign for Amu

from nearby Bhandaria con-
stitnency in l‘iru{pur district,
did not fend a helping hand to
him. The minister has not vis-
ited the area since the election-
eering reached its peak.

But Elen Bhutto took up her
husbands mantle, telling vot-
ers that only she could com-
plete his unfinished task of
changing the lot of the local
people and limproving the in-
frastructure in this remote, wa-
ter logged area.,

Her emergence in the scene,
reportedly backed by ‘invisible
opponents’ of the Awami League
heavyweight, Amir Hossain
Amu, and the Opposition,
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Indian army halts offensive

against Kashmir militants

SRINAGAR, India, July 28
The Indian army has suspended
all offensive operations against
Islamic militants In Kashmir
for the first time in 11 years in
response to a cease-fire by one
ol TI|1E main guerilla groups, the
top general in the reglon sald
today, reports AP.

“We have stopped operations
against the mujahedeen lo-
cally.” Maj Gen Basant Singh
told The Associated Press. He
sald his troops had not carrled
out a single operation against
Islamic separatist militants
since Tuesday.

“There will be no deliberate
attempt against the militants
on our part,” Singh said. "We
have Issued instructions to all
our lield commanders to stop
these offensive operations.”

Singh said the decision was

made In response to a three-
month cease-fire announced
last week by the Hezb-ul Muja-
hedeen.

‘It Is very difficult to iden-
tify which militant is of Hezb-
ul Mujahedeen or other outfits,”

Singh sald, explaining the
blanket halt on offensives.
However, he made it clear

the army would respond If at-
tacked.

Earlier today, suspected
militants hurled grenades at a
police patrol in Garida Bazaar
In downtown Srinagar. killing
one reserve policeman and in-
juring two.

In addition to the army, the
Kashmir police, the paramili-
tary Border Security Force and
groups of former militants who
have changed sides operate in
Kashmir

Also, senlor Indian militar
officers say, an estimated 3,500
militants were Inside Kashimnir
as of March and an additional
9,000 were trained and ready to
cross the border from camps in
Pakistan.

Indian officers had antici-
pated an Increase in fighting
this summer

But instead, there have Leen
a series of dramatic develop-
ments The government re-
leased from custody several
leaders of separatist organisa-
tions and said it was willing to
open talks with them on ending
the violence that has kll]f'ff‘
16,000 people since an Islamic
insurgency began in 1989

Last week, the Hezb-ul Mu-
jahedeen. which had threatened
in May to send sulcide boinbers

against wilitary camps in
Kashmir, suddenly announced
a three-month unilateral cease-
fire,

Singh sald bhe believed the
cease-fire call meant militants
were bowing to the desires of the
Kashmirl people for peace, “The
militants cannot survive with-
oul the support of the locals and
soon as the locals desire peace,
the militants have to accept re-
ality,” Singh said.

Several groups, based in
Kashmir and Pakistan, have
been u.'agmﬁ a lyr?ar guerilla war
in Jammu-Kashmir — the only
Muslim majority state in India
- demanding Independence or
union with Islamie Pakistan.

Other militant groups con-
demned the cease-fire an-
nouncement of the Hezb-ul Mu-

See page 11 col 8

CHITTAGONG. July 28:
Bangladeshi traders have Kept
border trade with Myanmar
through Teknaf virtually sus-
pended for a week now,
protesting a new order issued
by BDR, traders said.

Only small quantities of per-
ishable goods are traded now,
they said.

As per the new order, traders
have to produce copies of export
declaration given by the Myan-
mar Customs Department and
export licence given by the De-
ment of Border Trade at the
check post during transporta-
tion of goods.

The traders termed it 'ha-
rassment’ to them and ‘en-
croachment’ on Customs au-
thorities activities by BDR and
demanded uninterrupted
transportation of goods after
completion of customs formali-
ties at Teknaf.

From Nurul Alam

They said Chairman of
Bangladesh-Myanmar Business
Promotion Council, Rashed
Moksud Khan, sent a letter to
the commerce ministry yester-
day seeking its intervention to
resolve the deadlock by with-
drawing the BDR order.

The provision for pfoducing
documents other than the 'hill
of entry' is not incorporated in
the border trade procedure, the
letter said

When contacted BDR Sector
Commander in Chittagong Col.
Waliullah said the order has
been issued as per a decision of
the Anti Smuggling Task Force
to check smuggling of goods
from Myanmar and evasion of
lax.

This IS neither ‘encroach-
ment on activities of Customs
Departinent nor ‘harassment’ of
traders. he said

"Rather, we are helping the

Border trade with Myanmar
virtually suspended

Traders protest new BDR order

Customs to reduce tax-evasion
by re-checking the 'bill of entry’
with copies of export declara-
tion Issued by the Mvanmar
Customs Department and rele-
vant export license”, he said. He
clalmed that BDR personnel
could act as Customs men to
check goods traded through the
horder.

He said the new order
given in view of detection ol
anomalies in documents
against consignments and
smuggling fromn Myanmar in the
name of border trade

Customs sources, when con-
tacted, said the 'bill of entry' is
the "final document” for goods
traded through the border. After
cgustoms clearance, other doe-
tmnents need not be checked by
any other agency, they said

Border trade with Mvanmar
began in 1995 under a bilateral
agreement signed i 1994

Journalist murder

The Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) brought
Monir Hossain Mona, an ac-
cused in journalist Shamsur
Rahman murder case, to Dhaka
from Jessore yesterday for in-
terrogation.

He was taken on a seven-day
remand. Mona has already
given some vital information
regarding the murder to Jessore
police.

Dr. Shamsuddoha, Special
Superintendent of CID police,
told The Daily Star yesterday
that there were several dimen-
' Sions of the case. CID is exam-
ining all possible aspects.

Another sources said that
CID also took Abdus Shukkur,
another accused in the case, on
a fresh remand yesterday,

Shukkur disclosed some
names involved in the killing
but CID would not divulge those
for the sake of investigation

CID is keeping watch on
some people” in Dhaka and
Jessore and may go for further

| arrest any moment, they said.

In Jessore, police launched a

Massive hunt for
Pagla Selim: Mona
brought to Dhaka

By Staff Correspondent

massive manhunt to nab one
Pagla Selim. Mona told police
that Pagla Semil financed the
Killers.

A leading Bengali daily
quoting police reported on Fri-
day that a meeting to plan the
murder was held at the resij-
dence of Selim about 15 days be-
fore the killing. )

Selim told the meeting that
there was an offer of Tk five
lakh from Khulna to kil
Rahman. But he did not dis-
close the name of the godfather
who offered the monev.

Meanwhile, Hasan, the gang
leader of the so-called 'Hasan
Syndicate’, was shifted to
Faridpur jail from .Jessore Jail
yesterday amid tight security

Our Stall Correspondent
from Khulna adds: The CID and
the Klinlna Metropolitan Police
are keeping an eye on a top rul-
ing party leader who is report-
edly trying to get the prime
suspect in the journalist Sham-
sur Ralunan Killing case freed

Ihe suspect. Rafique was ar-
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Lawyer's house
raided in Khulna
to nab Litu

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, July 28: Police
raided the house of a lawyer at
Mussalmanpara in the city on
Thursday night to arrest ward
commissioner Asaduzzaman
Litu.

Litu, who allegedly harbours
Hirok, Rafig and other armed
cadres in the city and Sundar-
bans, fled the house few seconds
before the police raid, said a
source in KMP

Asaduzzaman Litu is one of
the suspects in journalist
Shamsur Rahman murder case
Police suspected himm to be one
of the masterminds of the mur-
der.

The conspiracy was hatched
up in Khulna city where armed
terrorists including Hirok were
present, CID police source said,

KMP and CID are watching
movement of a top leader of city
Awami League. '

The leader allegedly pro-
vided most of the money for
killing Shamsur Rahman as
was disclosed by Rafiq and
other suspects, already in police
custody,

Meanwhile, Khulna
Metropolitan police and a group
of police officials from Dhaka
Range conducted a joint opera-
tion in several areas in the city
Thursday midnight to arrest
those involved in planting ol
bombs at Kotalipara
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West Bengal Chief Minister Jyoti Basu being shifted to
hospital after falling ill with apparent cardiac problems

during a party meeting yesterday.

— AFP photo

Jyoti Basu
hospitalised
From Pallab Bhattacharya

NEW DELHI, July 28: West
Bengal Chiel Minister and vet-
eran Marxlst leader Jyoti Basn
was today admitted to Ramn
Monohar Lohla Hospital after
he felt uneasiness while presid-
ing over a meeting ufl CPM
politburo.

Basu was rushed to the hos-
pital after he complained of un-
ecasiness saying "I am fainting”,
senlor party leader Prakash
Karet sald.

The 86G-year old chief minis-
ter was first taken to the nurs-
ing home attached to the hospl-
tal but subsequently shifted to
Coronary Care Unit (CCU).

Attending doctors said Basu
was admitted with low heart
beat but his condition was now
‘stable.”

The Marxist leader arrived
in New Delhi on Wednesday
evening to attend party's cen-
tral committee meeting.

AP adds: Basu led the com-
munists to victory (n every
state election in West Bengal
state sinee 1977 and headed the
governing party in the state

See page 11 col 8
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Inter-district huses [1;1[‘k£‘(1 1“0}.;':1“} on the road beside Nﬂ;_’_;u‘ Bhaban at Fulbaria wait for

passengers, making traffic congestion in the area all the more worse

—oltlar photo

Govt's double standard adds to
worsening traffic situation

Buses plying between the city and its suburban
areas occupy busy roads

Nearly one thousand pas-
senger buses plying between the
city and its suburban areas are
using some busy roads of the
ietropolis, worsening the traf-
[ic situation

These buses use the Fulbaria
bus terminal at the heart of the
City

A government order issued
in  mid-eighties restricting
movement of these buses on city
roads is still in place. But soon
after issuing the order, the gov-
ernment, under pressure Ik[tilll
transport owners and workers,
signed an agreement with them
allowing the buses to ply in the
city

Entering the city through the
New Airport Road, these vehi-
cles are using Mohakhali, Mag-
bazar, Mouchak, Malibagh,
Kakrail and Zero Point cross-
ings Irom early morning till
late night.

According to a number of of-
licials at DMP's traffic depart-
ment, these buses are also re.
sponsible for heavy trallic jams
at those crossings. Of those
Magbazar and Mouchak cross-

By Raziur Rahman

ings are the worst alfected

Besides, the city roads con-
nected with the crossings are
also altected due to traffic jam

At Magbazar crossing
movement of traflic comes to a
halt for ten to fifteen minutes
and sometimes more than that
during peak hours due to traffic
|l 1]

A number of transport
workers at Fulbaria bus termni-
nal told this correspondent that
plving to Manikganj,
Gazipur, Kapasia, Sripur. Kali-
ganj and Kaliakoir nse the Ful-
baria terminal

buses

The tralfic department offi-

cials said traffic jam at those
crossings during peak hours
could be reduced substantially
Il those buses stop plying

through those points

Besides, movement of other
vehicles is also affected in busy
Gulistan-Fulbaria area as those

buses LH'II the roads there o
cupied

Ihe road behind the Nagar
Bhaban is always Kept occupied

by the buses becanse those are

|.I.H|~.!'1| on the road instead ol

the terminal

inn the mid-eigh e g
ernnment ser up lerminals
at Savedabad, Gabtali and M

il !

suburban areas

hakhali lor inter-city buses
those plving to
and issued an order restricting
their movement on city roads
,-'l.[l.mgr'llif'nh were also made
there for those buses

But soon after, the govern-
ment signed an agreement with
the transport owners and work-
ers in the face of their move-
ment and demand from com-
muters who attend their work
places in the city fromn subur-
ball areas

An officlal at DMP's traffic
department preferring
anonyvmity said they have rec-
ommended that those buses
should be compelled to use
Savedabad, Mohakhali and
Gabtoli terminals so that those
do not to use the busy city roads

The commuters can easily
reach their work places from
the three bus terminals as there
are adequate city service buses
from those places, he said

Planting of bombs
Police yet to
nab Mufti
Hannan

Police have launchead o mas-
sive hunt for Mutti Abdal Han-
nan, alleged mastermind of
Kotalipara bomb planting inci-
tdent, official sources said. re-
ports BSS

Police have alreadvy raided
several hideouts of Hannan in
the southwestern districts of
the country to arrest him. they
sald

A team ol Gopalganf police
today arrested Waheduzzaman,
a close associate of Hannan
Irom Khulna city

With his arrest, the number
ol arrests made in connection
with the bomb incident rose to
23,

Gopalgan] police have al-
ready senl messages and pho-
tographs ol Hannan to different
bordering districts and thanas
to prevent his escape from the
country.

They have also sent relevant
documents to Dhaka and
Khulna metropolitan  police

Suee page 12 col 2

Dengue infection

No blood transfusion
needed unless platelet
counts are below 5000

By Naimul Haq

Experts have said that a
dengue patient does not need
blood transfusion unless the
blood platelet counts are less
than 5,000 per cubic millimeter

However, transfusion of
platelet may take place earlier
il there is a tendency of bleeding
anywhere in the body. they
added. Four bags of blood make
one unit of platelet,

The suggestions came
against the backdrop of rising
number of dengue patients
crowding the Red Crescent
Blood Centre at Mohammadpuyr
and other blood banks in the
clty.

Some dengue patients and
their relatives who came at the
centre on Wednesday became so
agitated at the severe crisis of
blood bags that the authorities
had call in police. There are

&

now enough blood bags in the
centre

Most patients without hav-
ing proper knowledge on blood
component therapy are rushing
to blood centres (n the city for
platelet. There is a common no-
tion among the patients that
platelet transfusion is neces-
sary when platelet count is be-
low 50,000 per cubic millimeter.

“There s a mad rush round
the clock for blood here at the
centre,” said one doctor at the
centre. "This is for the first time
that the centre is facing such an
unusual rush for blood compo-
nent.”

The authorities said 90 per
cent of the patients are now
asking for blood platelet from
the centre and the domand for
blood has sharply increased

See page | 1 col 7
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Khaleda asks govt

Take allout

measures to
eradicate

aedes mosquito

BNP chairperson and leader
of the opposition in Parliament
Khaleda Zia yesterday ex-
pressed concern at the outbreak
of dengue fever in the country,
reports UNB.

In a statement, she called
upon the government to take
allout steps to eradicate dengue
virus carrier aedes mosquito.
She also instructed her party-
men to start a mosquito killing
drive in their respective areas.

City Corporation or gov-
ernment is yet to come up with
dny step to eradicate aedes
mosquito despite the outbreak

[ the dengue fever in Dhaka
three weeks ago, she said

Khaleda said that over 50
people died of dengue fever and
many have been affected by it
while the goverpment iried to
downplay It as a mere propa-
ganda by the newspapers

The opposition leader ac-
cused the government of show-
ing an indifferent attitude to
the dengue issue although World
Health Organisation warned
the government of its outbreak
two years back

sShe called upon the people to
keep their hs and sur-
an and tidy

Liaison body
protests PM’s

remarks during
mterview with BBC

The BNP-led alliance has
protested the Prime Minister's
comment blaming the opposi-
tion for deteriorating law-and-
order, reports UNB

Central liaison committee of
the allied opposition hold a
meeting at 29 Minto Road yes-

UsSES

| terday and adopted some reso-

lutions protesting the PM

| Sheikh Hasina s remarks dur-

|
|
|

|
|
|
||
|

alias Shamsu

ing an interview with BBC on
July 26.
Anwar Zahid of

BNP, Kazi

Firoz Rashid and Mostafa Ja-
mal Haider of JP. Ali Ahsan
Mohammad Mujaheed. Mo-

hammad Quamruzzaman and
ATM Azharul Islam of Jamaat
and ARM Abdul Matin of 10J at-
tended the meeting chaired by
Shamsul Islam of BNP

“The Prime Minister in fact
repeated her bad practice of
telling lies by bringing false al-
legations against the opposi-
tion,” says one resolution

Mentioning different inci-
dents. including the unearthing
of a "bomb factory™ at the resi-

See page 12 col 8

Ctg kilhings

Another FIR-named
accused held
from Comilla

CHITTAGONG, July 28: Sha-
hedul Karim Hiru, another ac-
cused in Chittagong Killing
case, was arrested from Comilla
town today. reports UNB.

Police raided the house of
one Moinul Huq at Raninagar
Ashoktala in Kotwali thana in
the morning and caught Hiru
from the hideout.

Hiru, accused no 13 in the
FIR, is son of Sultan Ahmed
driver of KB
in Bakalia in

Aman All Read
the port city.
Five accused, including the

suspected Killer group leader

Salahuddin alias Nasir. have so
flar been arrested in connection
with the Killings of eight people,
inclnding six BCL activists at
Bahaddarhat on July 12.

Police sources said they be-
came sure that Jamaat-Shibir
men were nvolved In incident.

"We selzed papers from the

Jamaat office on Wednesday

that proved it.,” one police offi-

clal salid.

sunbscribhers

also identified the
of the mobile
hones used for talking to the

Police

illers and seized the recorded _*

rdpvrh of their conversation *'

rom the telephone authorities, |

. |
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