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The ongoing intellectual discourse on 1
post-colonial political literature is trying

lo set nght the distortion of the perception

of the colonisers about the colonised. It

would be a fitting finale to understake the

same exercise lothe realm of politics,

writes Hasnat Abdul Hye

Our truest homage to Shamsur Rahman

will be to pick up from where he left and,

SOUTH ASIA

Shiv Sena's brand of politics does not
draw support from India's other political
leaders, therefore, its chief's arrest
should not spark off a countrywide
unrest, wriles Sakyasen Mittra
from Calcutta
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Reckless race ends in tragedy

Several passengers still missing after launch
capsizes in the Buriganga

A launch carryinF over 100
passengers was badly damaged
and sank in the Buriganga near

By Staff Correspondent

ullah told this correspondent
that the launch was carrying
more than 100 passengers.

which came from Patuakhali,
hit the hanglnF small launch.
MV Sagar slowly sank at about

BIWTA officlals said trips of
both MV Pintu and MV Sagar
have been suspended and a
probe into the incident has been
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carry out his incomplete task. If that
happens, his death will more than
vindicate his life, writes Mohammad

Badrul Ahsan
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Air crash
kills 25

in Nepal

KATHMANDU, July 27:
Twenty-five people were killed
when a passenger airplane
crashed in remote mountainous
jungle shortly before it was due
to land in western Nepal today,
officials said, reports AFP,

Bodies of the ill-fated pas-
sengers and crew were “strewn

- . " & S, M\,’ 6‘45 P“l‘ . \
Fat&:llah la“ﬂfh ;‘:}T&"}i!ﬂ’gf Mtﬁgcungdgg“ﬁdwly:e?s;u“ah Local boatman Satfar said ordered. They said the Depart- \ all over the place,”™ after the
i a:,;‘ mol?l]t l% one after ang- tt;nninal at around 6:30 am. around 50 passengers of the af- ment of Shipping has cancelled ! i plane crashed In hilly jungle in
:;E:: 2 Soon after leaving the termi- fected launch were instantly .lt;urvei.r certificates of both the \ Daduldhura district, 415 kilo-
. aunches.

The two big launches were in
a reckless race.
Local boatmen and people,

nal, when it was taking a turn
to the South, two launches - MV
Sagar-5 and MV Pintu-2 were

rescued by engine boats and
country boats.
“ A woman was crying for

When asked BIWTA Joint

metres west of Kathmandu, an
alrport official said.
A Twin Otter can seat 1B

i . Director Sayeduzzaman, who _
4 who witnesses the incident, coming towards it L thy fir }oun‘% was present during the rescue people. officials said. The Royal
™ feared that at least 20 people The two big launches were in  man was searching for his ol P : . Nepal Airlines Corporation
ear at at le peop father”. he said. operation, told this correspon- (RNAC) plane had been missing

might be missing.
ut BIWTA authorities said

they found no body after the
Munisiganj-bound launch
MV Ashique--was salvaged
from about fifty feet under the
water 12 hours after of the inci-
dent.

They said MV Ashique, with

a desperate race, they said.

At one stage, two storlied MV
Pintu, which came from Bar-
guna, hit MV Ashique at its roof
and rammed Into it.

MV Ashique was then hang-
ing from the stern of MV Pintu.

A local journalist -- S K
Babul -- who also witnessed the
incident, said, "A number of

Police of Keraniganj and
Fatullah thanas said last night
that they did not receive any
complaint of missing of any
person,

BIWTA's salvage vessel MV
Rustam arrived at the spot at
about 1:30 pm and started sal-
vage operation after fire brigade

dent that reckless race of
launches can be stopped if the
masters responsible for such
incidents are punished and ac-
tion is taken against the vessels

But they are escaping pun-
ishment due to absence of wit-
nesses, he added.

Meanwhile, BIWTA sources

since 10:31 am. It was scheduled
to land at Dhangadhi, 375
kilometres southwest of Kath-
mandu, just two minutes later.
RNAC is Nepal's national flag
carrier.

The spokesman, from
Kathmandu’'s Tribhuvan Inter-
national Airport, said crew

?cffaép:;;y Daft léfﬂg::ﬁ:ﬁ%i passengers of the affected divers located the launch about sald, soon after evacuatin pas- members on board the Twin Ot-
har in Mu%:, j at about 6 amn launch were tossed into water 50 feet under the water. sengers, MV Pintu and MV ter mcluded Cantat Ve LEtha
; i and some others were seen div- The launched was salvaged Sagar left the terminal and First Officer D P Shrestha and

yesterday.

Quoting some of the passen-
gers of the ill-fated launch, lo-
cal people and boatmen at Fat-

ing as it was hit by MV Pintu”.
Within a few minutes, MV
Sagar, a three storied launch

at about 7 pm. The roof and up-
rer portion of the 70 feet long
aunch were was smashed.

went to their own docks at.the
other slde of Sadarghat termi-
nal.

Political appointment for

Zila Parishad shelved

Ruling party leaders find the idea "not
so prospective or rewarding”

League ent has deferred

for an indefinite period its plan

for political appointments to

head the Zila Parishads

(district councils) before the

next general election, ruling
sources said.

The AL plan to gain political
dividends in the coming par-
liamentary polls by appointin
its men as administrators o
the highest local government
bodies has apparently fallen
flat. The party now finds the
strategy not so prospective or
rewarding™ because the opposi-
tion parties may compel the
caretaker government to cancel
such appointments before they

The Zila Parishad Act (ZPA)
empowers the government to
appoint administrators to run
the affairs of the parishads till
those are elected indirectly. But
the law is silent on what type of
administrators will be there till
the elected chairmen take over.

The authorities published a
ﬁgzette notification on Wednes-

y giving effect to the contro-
versial ZPA which provides for
election of the councils at the
earliest.

But the latest developments
indicate that the government
move to make the councils
functional before the parlia-
mentary election has hit snag

criticism from the opposition
and has been challenged in
court. Two writs were filed with
the High Court on July 18 chal-
lenging its provisions of indi-
rect election and appointment
of administrators.

The court next day served
show cause notices on the gov-
ernment, the Parliament and
the Election Commission ask-
ing them to explain why the two
provisions shall not be declared
ultra vires the Constitution.
The notices are returnable
within three weeks.

In the process. President
Shahabuddin Ahmed also came

See page 11 col 7

Your decision today ...
Will protect your child

Dengue spate
not unusual,

says WHO

By Staff Correspondent

The current spate of dengue
fever in the city is not unusual,
according to the WHO oifice in

doubt that dengue exists in
Bangladesh., Statistics show
that out of the 191 countries,
102 have already experienced
the problem of dengue infection
and some were very endemic.

“So, Bangladesh is not the
only country where problem of
dengue infections exists.”

"However, if the patients
with dengue infection are prop-
erly managed, nobody should
die. So it is very important to
give early treatment. In this
case, the question is whether
the hospitals, where most of the
fatal cases are seeking treat-
ment, have trained staff.”

Dr Hardjotanojo said during
the recent floods in Bangladesh
very few people died from diar-
rhoea. Now it does not mean
that there was no prevalence of
diarrhoea but the fact is that
the cases were well managed
(oral saline was administered
on time) and people were sensi-
tised.

See page 11 col 6

News reports
on dengue
1ncorrect,

irresponsible

Health minister
claims
By Staff Correspondent

Most news reports on preva-
lence of dengue fever are incor-
rect due to misconception and
lack of proper Investigations,
the health minister said yester-
day.

Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim,

Security for the Prime Min-
ister is expected to be revamped
with the Army given the main
responsibility, sources con-
cerned said.

Restructuring of the PM's se-
curity has come up for consid-
eration and discussion at the
highest echelons of the pgov-
ernment and various authori-
ties concerned and security spe-
cialists are closely examining
the issue.

The rethinking about it has
been pmm‘pted by the planting
of two explosives at Kotalipara
in Gopalganj recently, crossing
all conventional security barri-
ers.

The elite Special Security
Force (SSF) entrusted with the

Curi

responsibility of protecting the
lives of the President and the
Prime Minister is likely to be
restructured in the revamping
process, the sources saids

The SSF is learnt not to en-
gage itself in intelligence work
related to security of the VVIPs
which is left to other agencies
It is likely to be given an addi-
tional intelligence gathrrincg’
role of “comprehensive an
structured™ nature, one source
said on condition of anony-
mity.

The role of the police regard-
ing Prime Minister's protection
has come up for serious criti-
cism by different agencies, par-
ticularly from the army quar-
ters. The activities of police

y to be recast

By Special Correspondent

staffed intelligence agencies
like CID and SB are being ex-
amined, the source added

“The police-based intelli-
gence agencies failed to gather
information related to poten-
tial terrorists or persons harm-
ful to the Prime Minister,” said
an official

“They failed to make a list of
potentially harmiul persons
and places.”

It is learnt that major trans-
fers and punishment of police
personnel in Gopalganj district
and Dhaka Division have been
suggested following detection
of the two explosives

The Sub -Committee of the
Parliamentary Standing on De-

See page 11 col 7

Manpower likely to top
Hasina-Mahathir talks

Dhaka will also call for relocation of

Dhaka shall put accent on
more manpower export and re-
location of sunset industries
from Malaysia to Bangladesh
during Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina's three-day official

sunset industries

By M Anwarul Haq

year for D-8 Summit. Hasina Is
taking her first trip to Malaysia
at the f(nvitation of Dr Ma-
hathir.

The Malaysian prime niinis-
ter is learnt to have a special in-

date due to lack ol
diplomatic efforts.

At the talks between Hasina
and Mahathir, Dhaka is going
to insist that Kuala Lumpur

take more manpower. At the
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| crash.”

Flight Attendant TB Shrestha.
The passengers included
three children. The flight had
departed Bajhang, 385 kilome-
tres west of the capital, but ac-
cording to radio station Kan-
tipur FM the plane crashed af-
ter skimming across the jungle
canopy near Jogbudha village.
“There is a very slim chance
anyone is alive after the {atal
State-owned Radio
Nepal reported. “It is feared all
the people on board have died.”
Officials said it was not known
what caused the crash or if
there were any foreigners on
board. Police and military per-
sonnel had arrived at the scene
while had been
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Daylight
robbery at
Karwan
Bazar

By Staff Correspondent

Four snatchers riding two
motorbikes snatched Tk 11.5
lakh from employees of a con-
struction firm at gun point in
front of its oflfice at Karwan-
bazar in the city at about noon
yesterday, police and witnesses
said

Two officials of Pubali Con-
struction Ltd drew the mone)
from National Bank at
Dhilkhusha for payments to
labour contractors, officials of
the company said.

As they reached the office
premises in a microbus with the
money contained in two bags,
two red-coloured motorbikes
without number plate stopped
just behind it

Two young men, one from
each motorbike, burst forth and
ordered the officials —MS Kib-
ria and Shipu—to hand over the
money

They gave them one of the
bags, which contained TK. 2.5
lakh. The muggers shouted at
them and in moments,
snatched the other bag contain-
ing Tk 9 lakh from under the
seat on F‘un point.

The four snatchers sped to-
wards Banglamotor through a
bv-lane

Witnesses said the incident
took only about thirty seconds.

The company officials later
said the gang was carrying mo-
bile phones and might have fol-

the Health and Family Welfare | yisit, which starts on July 31, terest in manpower import same time, the Bangladesh |lowed them from the bank
Minister asked journalists to be The prime minister will lead from Bangladesh. Mahathir premier is likely to make a re- The incident was immedi-
more cautious about such re- | 4 75.member entourage that was also the first Common- quest to regularise the “large | ately informed to Tejgaon po-
i | | porting. will include a business delega- wealth leader to advocate for number”™ of undocumented | lice.
| As a parent, there are a lot of decisions you make for | It Is easy to make accusa- | tjop. former Bangladesh Foreign Wworkers in that country. They said police told them
| your child - decisions that shape their future. Which is tions but hard to prove,” he told Dr. Mahathir Mohamad, ar- Secretary Farooq Sobhan for Over half a million |that a red coloured motorbike
newsmen at a press conference | cpjtect of modern Malaysia, the posifion of Commonwealth Bangladeshis now work in |without number plate was

hepatitis B virus is crucial,

why your decision to protect your child against

Hepatitis B virus is 100 times more infectious than
AIDS. Hepatitis B virus may attack your child anytime.

against hepatitis B virus for all children.

Provide your child the

World Health Organisation recommends vaccination

against hepatitis B virus.

| Consult your doctor for a hepatitis B vaccination.

this expects responsible report-
| For further information please contact | ing and so | urge you to please g
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at the Health Ministry confer-
ence room.

The minister said, "We've
noticed that a number of pri-
vate clinics in the city are re-
porting to have admitted pa-
tients with dengue fever without
doing any conclusive tests, On
the other hand, except in a few
cases, Journalists are not
checking out whether the in-
formation are authentic.”

According to Health Min-
iIstry statistics, 239 people in-
lected with dengue fever have
been adinitted to different pub-
lic hospitals In the city till July
26, Of them, 101 have been re-
leased, 127 are still undergoing
treatment while 11 people have
died from dengue fever.

‘The nation at a time like

See page 11 col 6

visited Bangladesh thrice, in-
cluding the one in March last

Secretary General. But Dhaka
failed to pull through its candi-

Malaysia
>ce page 11 col 7

seized and its rider arrested at
See page 11 col
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