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Review Hartal Decision

Tuesday was in many ways a successful day for
the Opposition BNP and its alliance partners. Be-
gum Zia held a very big public rally at Paltan
<l Maidan which was rounded off by a 'Imass proces-
3| sion’ she led through some city streets which could
\|be seen as a show of strength. More importantly,
the opposition leader utilised with maximum ef-
fect. so It seemed, the vehicle of mass meeting and

contact to highlight the government's follies enu-
ol merated by her as partisan policies, terrorism, law
| and order downslide, corruption, campus disorder,
d tension at the border, killings in Chittagong and

electricity crisis.

Although she had levelled such charges against
the ruling party through different fora from time
to time, but to reel those off at a big rally to drum
up public support for the opposition was something
different. The other opposition alliance partners
also held their rallies to air their views. What we

| wish to drive home is that Tuesday's mass rally
| served the opposition's purpose much better than
it would have been if they had resorted to a hartal
on that day.
}' The reason why we are having to say this is be-
cause the opposition BNP and its alllance partners
. have called for hartal on August 6, a Sunday to
imake it a sabbatical as usual for three days inclu-
' sive of the weekend. That a hartal had not been
announced by the opposition for quite sometime
‘does not legitimise their calling it now. Because the
' purposes behind the proposed hartal, as mentioned
in the public rally, being protestations against an-
‘archy, terrorism and repression on BNP activists
those stood squarely served, as we look at it, by the
‘massive Paltan rally itself. More such meet-the-
people initiatives will strengthen the opposition s
cause as opposed to the hartal hype which actually
proves damaging to its image. Public opinion sur-
veys have invariably pointed to the unpopularity
of hartals because of the imposition factor embed-
ded in thém, let alone the hardships caused by
their frequency.

The political parties need not resort to hartal to
keep their cadres warm, the latter would be acti-
vated just the same by imaginative programmeslof
engagements like public meetings and peaceful
demonstrations. Moreover, at this juncture, what
the opposition needs is neither a hartal nor a call
for the government's ouster but preparations for
the gen(:ral election due less than a year away. As a
vital part of that preparation it is imperative that
they talk with the government on electoral reform

and schedules for elections .

Repression by Saalish

We thought that Noorjahan, a housewife in Syl-
het who was stoned to death in 1995 after the elders
of her village had found her ‘guilty’ of alleged infi-
delity, would be the last instance of fatwa-related
représsion on women. But the humiliation in-
licted on Rashida Begum, another housewife of a
village in Narayanganj, by the religious bigots has
oroved us wrong. According to a report in Prothom
4lo, Rashida had allowed a young man, a resident
of the adjacent village, to wait for her husband in-
side her room. That was enough for the zealots of
he village to pounce on her. In public, she was
vhipped 20 times for 'her offence.' All these, ac-
ording to the self-proclaimed religious leaders of
he village, were done in line with Islamic law.
NVhat's more, they deemed it ‘unnecessary’ to seek
ntervention of the police for such a trivial matter

ind decided to let the matter be settled in saalish.

The incident has multi-dimensional implica-
jons. First, it amply proves that special act or no
ct, unless the existing law is effectively enforced,
epression on women on one pretext or the other
ould go on. What good did the Prevention of Re-
ression on Women and Children Act, 2000 do to
ashida? Second, it also shows that despite grow-
g concern and resistance within the society
gainst them the fatwabaz elements rule the roost
places. Third and the most crucial message that
€ incident bears concerns the society’'s refusal to
impower women. With her husband psychologi-
ally unstable, Rashida used to run the family af-
airs, a proposition people like Khoka Matabbar,
re mastermind of the heinous design, found very
!
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fficult to accept. Rashida had no way of saving
erself from the wrath of these bigoted and chau-
inistic minds.

. Reports say, Rashida left her village, disgraced

' nd distraught. Her husband himself says she has
een sinned against. Neither Rashida’s silent but
loquent protest nor her husband’s plea stands a
hance against Khoka Matbar or his fellow fat-
sabaz. Unless the hands of law intervene and mete
ut exemplary punishment to the perpetrators, our
ffort to ensure empowerment and economic
mancipation of women would continue to be un-
ermined by the dogmatists and chauvinists.

A Welcome Decision

The decision of the Shipping Ministry to demol-
~ sh 104 illegal structures on the Buriganga is wel-
ome. Though such a constructive move could have
~een taken much earlier before enough damage was
one to the river, the belated decision nonetheless
1ll have positive impact on the river and its envi-
anment. These installations include the ones of
- enakalyan Sangstha and other organisations.
¢ he BIWTA has already served notice on the so-
alled owners of these installations to remove
1eir illegal structures. Public notification to this
fect will now be made through newspapers allow-
. '8 a month's time to remove these installations or
1ce demolition.
g A report in the Prothom Alo on Wednesday said
at the navigability of the Buriganga over a dis-
Eince of 17 miles from east to west must be main-
%tlned for better functioning of the river port.
T rom Pagla in the east to Barisur in the west these
g 24 illegal structures are creatln% impediments to
zavigation and other activities of the port. We hope
e authorities will not rest until the whole exer-
Bse of making the river navigable and free from
€] sorts of il egal occupation is completed. W
_ : pleted. C
0 2PE the activitles of the Shipping Ministry and
AlWTA will not be confined to serving notices only.
yiey must in all sincerity remove all illegal struc-
_res under a time-bound plan.

disasters took place on
Tuesday, July 25, 2000. An
Alr France Concorde, a
supersonic passenger plane, en
route to New York, crashed in
Gonesse, near Charles de Gaulle
alrport. And so did the Camp
David summit on Middle East
peace after having been on for
about two weeks at an almost
supersonic s . The Concorde
crash left 113 people killed (109
in the plane and four on the
ground), one does not know how
many would be the ultimate
victims of the crashed Camp
David talks.

As the situation stands, it
would probably have been better
to terminate the talks when US
President Bill Clinton had to leave
for the Group of Eight Summit in
Okinawa allo the Israelli and
Palestinlan leaders to return
home and ponder over the issues
and the progress made. A fresh
summit could be ed before
the cruclal date of September 13,
2000 for a final chance for peace.

But, as it seems, all the three
leaders in Camp David summit
were iIn a h for different
reasons, though to strike the ME

ce deal. Unfortunately, they
alled. President Clinton, while

to the press after the
summit sald, "The two sides are
not able to reach an agreement at
this time,” leaving the scope for
further summit in a couple of
weeks. This needs to be pursued
vigorously as temporary or final
departure of any one from the
scene would make ME peace
terribly uncertain. Prime Minister
Ehud Barak, having barely sur-
vived a second no-confidence
motion in the Knesset (parlia-
ment), came to Washington for
the summit. He, however, said
before leaving for Washington, "I
am not going alone (to the States).
With me is still all the wide public
of Israel, citizens who hope a
modern Israel can be built on
peace and security, a country
that Is ending 30 years of ruling
another people.” But the Opposi-
tion Likud leader Ariel Sharon
said that the Prime Minister did
not represent anyone except
himself. Even former Prime Min-
ister Netanyahu reappeared in
the political scene of Israel after a
long time and heavily criticised

Battle over Jerusalem

Both the leaders must make bold moves towards a solution. The September 13 deadline is manmade. If
necessary this should be moved towards the end of the year allowing maximum chance to the peace all have

been desperately looking for. After all, the people in the

—

—

area minus the radicals want peace with security.

Barak for giving away the nation's
capital,

alestinian leader Yl:_asacr
Arafat, who is seemingly in failing
health, has been facing tremen-
dous pressure from his people to
recover all the occupled territo-
ries inclu East Jerusalem
which the Palestinlans want as
the capital of the Palestinian
State. The Palestinians, particu-
larly the younger generation, are
getting Increasingly impatient
over the sluggish peace process.
He is also promise-bound to
declare Palestinian State on
September 13 this year, regard-
less of what happened at Camp
David.

President Clinton leaves the
White House In a few months and
must find a solution in order to
make ME peace a legacy of his
presidency. Because of this and
certainly for the welfare of the
people of the region, he appealed
to both Arafat and Barak to "find
a way" which they could not
despite their best efforts.

However, the summit had
started off against a grim political
and diplomatic background on
July 11. Joel Peter of Ben Gurion
University said, "Never before
have the stakes been so high, the
issues so complex, the leaders so
weak.” As the stakes were
very high, President Clinton
personally chaired some of the
crucial meetings and tried to
bridge the yawning gaps that
divide the Palestinlans and the
Israelis, Marathon meetings
many of them very late into the
night failed to produce the
results, The parties remained
divided on major issues namely
status of Jerusalem, borders of
the Palestinian State, refugees,
settlements ete. After nine days of
intense negotiations, the news
blackout was lifted and it was
announced that negotiations had
broken up without any agree-
ment. One side blamed the other
Barak was seen as "behaving like
settlers” and Arafat "not a partner
of peace”.

Later on, however, there was
an agreement to continue negoti-

ations while President Clinton
would be away. Though there
were pro on some Issues,
Jerusalem became the stumbling
block. Clinton himself came to
brief the press just before leaving
{?]r Onﬁhm“ He looked tired after

e t-long mee . He said,
"These a:eml%hc Ig:'ﬁucut peace
fssues 1 have ever dealt with,
Nobody wants to up; there-
fore, we also should not give up.”
The decision was that while the
President was away, Secretary
Albright would play the mediator
and negotiations would continue.
President Clinton was late to
leave for the G-8 summit but
returned early because of the

importance of the matter.
Though all four major issues
were difficult, Jerusalem, as

Romans, Persians, came, fought
wars over Jerusalem, and occu-
pled it before being thrown out by
others. The Temple In Jerusalem
appeared to be the main target.
Among many attacks one can site
the destruction of the Temple by
Babylonian Nebuchadnezzar in
586 BC, when the Jews were
taken Into captivity, The return of
the Jews from Babylonian captiv-
ity took place In about 520 BC
and they rebullt the Temple but
the final destruction of the Tem-
ple was under Titus in 70 AD,
With this sort of long and com-
plex history where all three reli-
glons the people of the Faith are
involved, negotiations will obvi-
ously be extremely difficult and
unless descendants of Abraham
decide to be flexible and try to

Muslehuddin Ahmad

expected, turned out to be the
hardest of all. Clinton
emphasised on this while talking
to the press and praised, albeit
mildly, Prime Minister Barak for
making some moves on the issue
of sovereignty of Jerusalem from
his basic "red line” which Presi-
dent Arafat apparently could not.
Here it needs to be pointed out
that it is Barak who has to make
moves as he is occupying the
entire Jerusalem and not Arafat.

Israel wants Jerusalem to
remain {ts eternal undivided
capital. A Jewish community
weekly in the US published an ad
saying Jerusalem "has been the
capital of the Jewish people for
over 3,000 years”. Similar claims
were made by the Israeli side.
History does not substantiate
such claims. The history of Jeru-
salem is very long and complex.
Jerusalem has witnessed many
wars over thousands of years.
Many invaders including Greeks,

share the remains of history
equitably, peace cannot be
achleved. Jerusalem {s undoubt-
edly sacred to all three religions
but the religious sites are located
in separate areas. As ultimate
sovereignty Is with the Almighty,
the negotiators may have to show
flexibility on the issue, from
national sentiment on both sides,
soverelgnty 1s, however, v

important as this greatly deter-
mines the political and adminis-
trative structures of the state.
Historical facts aside, East Jeru-
salem had been under Arabs
before the 1967 war. Therefore,
the demand of the Palestinians
for full sovereignty over East
Jerusalem fis valid. But it is also a
fact that Western Wall, Le. the
Walling Wall, is in East Jerusalem
and is an integral part of the
Walled City (Old City). Therefore,
there should be a way to allow
free access of the people of the
Faith to the religious sites what-

ever may be the ultimate agree-
ment on the issue of sovereignty.

The idea of Joint sovereignty (n
its present form put fo
the US has been ded by the
Palestinians for obvious reasons
as their claim is for full sover-
cignty over East Jerusalem. The
detalls of the proposals are yet
not avallable, but the present
proposal in the form of three
sections with some form of Pales-
tinlan sovereignty over the sub-
urb area of East Jerusalem
including Abu Dis which
excludes the Old City was a non-
starter. The Ideal solution that
the Palestinians could readil
accept Is something that gives
Palestinian sovereignty over East
Jerusalemn but problem lies with
the Jewish religious site. There-
fore, the idea of joint or shared
sovereignty seems to be the possi-
ble way out, but it has to be
worked out {n a way that would
take care of the sentiments of
both the Palestinlans and the
Israelis. Israeli claim of full sover-
eignty over the biblical "Promised
Land" cannot solve the problems.
In any case, the land might have
been "promised” to the “wander-
ing people” for homes but there
were already people in that
“promised land' with their sover-
eignty on that land. This needs to
be considered seriously before
rejecting the claim of those who
lived in that land before. There-
fore, the idea of joint sovereignty
deserves conslderation and the
following may give clues to any
future deal:

The new area of East Jerusa-
lem Inclu those three es
with Abu Dis may go under full
sovereignty of the Palestinians.
They may be prepared to set up
their Parliament and other
administrative establishments,
as already indicated, in the new
area, as there Is hardly any space
in and around the Old City for
such purposes.

The entire area of the Old City
with all the religious sites includ-
ing the Wailing Wall should be
under the joint sovereignty of the
Palestinians and the Israelis. But,

initially, the UN should be

involved for some agreed period
for making the system work.

There must be freedom
of access to the people of the Faith
into the religious sites.
Poll , administratively and
for all o purposes, the Arabs
of East Jerusalem should belong
to the Palestinian state and the

ple of the Jewish faith should

long to Israel. This could be a
unique solution to the unique

roblem; one does not have to
ook for precedents. Indeed, this
could be a precedent for others if
situation so demands,

The area of East Jerusalem
would have to undergo some
changes as the new areas would
have to be t under East
Jerusalem and the Jewish settle-
ments in the extended areas

beyond the Green Line may go to
[srael.

Alternatively, Palestinlans
should have ty over
East Jerusalern minus the West-
ern Wall and adjoining areas with
Jewlish areas and other establish-
ments over which Israel should
have sovereignty. The access to
the Western can be
the Dung Gate. Even today
Jewish people exclusively use the
Dung Gate for entry into the
Western Wall.

Similar sort of arrangement
may lead to an acceplable com-
promise and thus end the half-a-
century-old conflict between the
Palestinians and the Israelis.
Even Hamas might agree to such
an ement. Therefore, both
the leaders must make bold
moves towards a solution. The
September 13 dead line is man-
made. If n this should be
moved towards the end of the year
allowing maximum chance to the

l:;eane all have been desperately
ooking for.

Any such deal with :nmtﬁh
security arantees from the
states backed by adequate
financial assistance from the US
and the rest of the world may
satisfy both the Israelis and the
Palestinians. After all, the people
in the area minus the radicals
want peace with security. Any
deal that can guarantee peace
with security would be acceptable
to the people.

OPINION

Politics of 'Congenial Atmosphere'

After their long boycott, the
elected opposition members to
the nation's parliament had
raised great expectations by their
announcement that they would
return to parliament to foil AL
government's bid to make consti-
tutional amendments. People
took it as a redeeming gesture
from the opposition as to ward off
the long standoff they have been
maintaining. People were also in
a mood of gratification that the
lack-lustre Jatiya Sangsad would
after a long time wear a vibrant
look and they would behold the
lawmakers busy in dispensing
their legislative stints and that
they would keep their marks to
put the treasury bench members
on their toes which would ulti-
mately help the nation get a com-
paratively good budget. But to
everybody’s utter dismay they
had walked in only to walk out
paying no attention to the imper-
ative necessity of their presence
because of the national Budget.
Later they let the nation know
that they would return to the
nation’'s house only when conge-
nial atmosphere returned and
persisted. :

As the PM sensed that BNP and
its allies had a card up their
sleeve, she and her cabinet col-
leagues were prompt to unveil the
motive of their (opposition's) u-
turn by saying that the opposi-
tion had gone to the parliament to
save their membership which
was but on the verge of annul-
ment following their absence
from the parliament sessions
consecutively for 90 days. Every-
thing became crystal clear to the
countrymen that their demand
for creating congenial atmo-
sphere was starkly a phoney plea.
People found them playing a dirty
trick with them. It is unfortunate

A H Dewan

that the opposition lawmakers do
not feel any scruple to belie peo-

ple's expectations by boycotting

the parltament and to'sheer dis-—

pleasure of many, by showing up
there only for signing their atten-
dance.

It is never a one way track to
create congenial atmosphere.
Although the onus lies first with
the government to bring the
opposition into confidence, the
government, though belatedly,
made overtures to the Opposition
Leader in the House on a number
of occasions. It was the latter who
turned down all the offers. But
they also could not have evaded
their responsibility of coming to
terms with the government tak-
ing into account the national
interest above all else and of their
being important as country's
lawmakers to contribute to that
end. The charm of being called
the Leader of the Opposition in
the House, Deputy Leader and so
and so forth as the media con-
tinue to call them even after their
wilful nonperformance is well
weighed up by them as holding
their image still high, besides the
perks they enjoy.

In fact matters lay elsewhere.
The way the opposition especially
BNP who manoeuvred the JP and
the JI to join forces started behav-
ing right from the AL's ascend to
power, it betrays no room for
doubt that it was more vindictive
in its plans and programmes than
its legislative role it had/has to
play in the parliament. Neverthe-
less, if they could make the House
their centre for stump oratory,
instead of the streets, to raise
issues, to bring allegations
against the government's follies
and encounter the government
with incisive debate over those
Issues and allegations including

the abysmally deteriorating law
and order, it would have created
immpact on the yoters of next gen-,
eral election.' But they continued
resorting to unparliamentary
demeanours and despite their all
efforts, covert or overt, perhaps
made little sway in too much
tarnishing the image of the AL
government let alone its tumbling
down, rather their boycotting
paved the way for AL's easy sail-
ing in its legislative pursuits. But
it is pity that the opposition are
not reckoning that by doing so
they are damaging their credibil-
ity.

Last but not the least, the
opposition MPs have inalienable
rights vested in them by popular
votes to stage walk-in and stay-in
to speak for the people and
against the government and its
misdeeds, and if they are barred
from doing that, they have every
right to walk out whatever be the
atmosphere. Therefore it makes
no sense that they would abstain
from applying their inalienable
rights for inestimable time on the
plea of absence of congenial
atmosphere. Then Voltaire's
utterance that has been incul-
cated as an important component
of democracy and that says, "I
may disagree with what you say,
but I must defend your rights to
say" has no relevance in the
democracy practiced in Bangla-
desh.

The elected opposition law-
makers are not willing to take
advantage of that right. And so
long BNP remains out of power,
things look like that they will
continue to loathe and oppose AL
and will present us this or that
implausible ground to keep them-
selves away from their constitu-
tional obligations to the people,
come what may to them.

Diminished Right to Cling to Power

On 9th July 2000 and just
before the Parliament was pro-
rogued, Prime Minister Hasina
spoke on corruption, rregulari-
ties and terrorism in Bangladesh.
The PM deserves our attention for
candidly saying about the special
phenomenon that prevails {n the
country after her four years long
rule. She spoke her bitter experi-
ence of 'fighting against corrup-
tion, terrorism and irre ties
that plagued society and admin-
istration’, and as has been
reported by the media.

‘In absence of democratic
practice for long, these cancers
rooted deep in every sphere of
national life, and it became very
difficult to come out of this
viclous circle,"” she is said to have
told lawmakers. 'In her 48-
minute valedictory speech, she
painted a grim picture of adverse
impacts of corruption, terrorism,
neglect of duty by doctors and
indifference of teachers, resulting
in malpractice in public examina-
tions. The PM lamented that
corruption and ty per-
vaded the entire system from an
orderly right up to top brass', the
UNB report published in The
Daily Star of 10th July 2000,
continued...

"The situation has gone to such
an extent that even my recom-
mendation does not work in the
face of bribery in getting a job",
the PM said bluntly about the
disarray in society and in her own
administration.

“The question is who could
detect this corruption. By mus-
tard seeds? But the ghost itself
lies in the mustard.” She said.
Then she continued speaking
about corruption and malprac-
tice in hospitals, schools and
colleges, and in every sphere of
national life. Finally she asked
the opposition 'not to create any
obstruction to acts of public
interest’. She spoke about unre-
solved problems over the decades
and concluded her speech saying
that 'a country gets infected with
problems and frregularities if
democracy is not there'.

“When so many problems are
seen, the question comes up
again if there had been any gov-

Tayeb Husain

ernment since 1975 tll 19967,
the PM sald and then added,
however, "I am firm in my convic-
tion that desh can emerge
as a developed nation some day”.
A good speech and a candid
admission no doubt and I picked
up this report to remind the read-
ers once again the state of the

nation that we consider our moth- -

erland.

One need not ignore the fact
that it is not the President or the
Prime Minister alone who can get
eve right in a country. For
the welfare and development of a
nation each individual has a part
to play. A farmer shall do his best
to produce corps, a policeman
shall keep vigil to contain the
criminals, a clerk shall perform
his duty and a factory worker
shall do his job honestly if we
want our country to prosper. And
so shall a bureaucrat, a military
official, a minister, the Prime
Minister and the President be
doing their respective job without
fail. There should be clear-cut
rule for each in the society to
follow and the rule of law in the
society at large must function
first if any progress is expected to
make. But honesty is the most
important ent for rule of
law to have any chance to func-
tion. desh's problem is the
non-function of the rule of law
and it is dishonesty and decep-
tion not only by the bureaucrats
and the business leaders but also
by the higher authorities like the
ministers and top brass that has
led the nation to a disastrous
situation. Misrule, corruption,
nepotism and outright thievery
over two decades, collectively and
personally, by them are responsi-
ble for the deplorable condition
the nation finds itselfin today.

Honesty by the leadership is
vital to curb corruption and the
leaders are the examples of hon-
esty and transparency that the
whole nation follows. But unfor-
tunately, Bangladesh never had
any such example that could be
admired and followed by the
citizenry. Let us consider our
Prime Minister who so candidly
speaks about corruption in Ban-
gladesh. How honest is she? Can

she declare her assets for the
public and ask her ministers to
do so? What about the other

people hanging around her? Can
she claim that she is reasonably

clean and that she has honestly
ed her duties and has
never benefited unduly of the
and the privileges that has
vested in her by law? How a~
Prime Minister of a poor country
like Bangladesh d undertake
so much unn foreign
trips as she has done? How many
allegedly inefficient and
corrupt relations of her has she

put on top government jobs? By

talking about corruption, irregu-
larities and terrorism whom was

she trying to impress?

The country was corrupt and
there was no democracy from
1975-1996, as she said, and it
may be very much true. But the
question is how much improve-
ment she has made of the situa-
tion in the last four years of her
rule? Have the law and order been
improved, have crimes like rape
and in the country mini-
mised since 19967

She gives us a dismal picture of
the society at large. She confirms
candidly that the country is
highly infected by corruption,
terrorism and misrule. But does
she admit that her rule has con-
tributed to these ills greatly
instead of checking it? The goons
have been plundering the coun-
try, terrorists have taken law in
their own hands and kidnappers
and rapists have been doing their
job with full impunity. Could she
stop we are not about
improving the deteriorating
situation of law and order in the
country in her long four years of
rule that she said to people in her
election campaign to be her first
priority?

"The ghost itself lies in the
mustard seeds”, she said. Does
not it clearly mean that the prob-
lem lies in her governance? If it is
so, and if she has fathomed the
situation correctly, why does not
she quit the Prime Minister's
office? Someone who publicly
admits that she has failed to rule
the country diminishes her right

to cling to power!

Dengue and Finance
Minister

Sir, A glaring example of the
government's campalgn against
dengue was witnessed by the
people of Dhanmondi area on the
evening of 24 July. On that fateful
evening, a group of well-equipped
persons came to road number
3/A and moved to the Finance
Minister's (SAMS Kibria) resli-
dence and sprayed aerosol for
about half-an-hour.

The ordinary (I) people of the
area felt contended anticipating
some share of the benefit. But
their expectation proved wrong
when the municipal contingent,
after their operation at Finance
Minister's house alone, was

to leave the area hur-
riedly. Aggrieved with this act of
Indifference, some people of the
locality approached the munici-
pal men and demanded an expla-
nation and requested for some
anti-dengue action iIn other
houses too. Rubbing salt into
their wounds, the municipal men

I replied that they were categori-

cally directed to spray aerosol at
the Minister's house alone and
they had already exhausted the
entire stock of aerosol at the
Minister's premisec.

Long live our dengue-free
ministers (and Mayor of course).

An Ordinary Citizen
Dhaka

Deadly dengue

Sir, A number of people have
already dled and many are suffer-
ing from the deadly disease-
dengue. And to check this fatal
disease, massive cleanliness
programme is a must. But the
government seems to be very
much apathetic about the issue.
For example, the inhabitants of
Shamoll area are passing thelr
days in danger as DCC seems to
be absolutely oblivious about the
cleanliness of the area. For days,
garbage lays scattered on the
roads, dustbins remain unclean
and moreover many roads are full
of puddles which we all know are
the breeding place of mosquitoes.

Will the authority concerned

please take necessary steps and
protect the people from this

deadly disease?

Kathita Rahman
Dhaka

Who will protect us?
Sir, 1 think the newspapers
should start publishing articles
addressing the PM requesting to
take some steps to prevent the
spread of dengue Instead of just
informing us about the number of
infected people and the number
of deaths. It is high time some-
s done to prevent this
deadly disease. What is the use of
gcm.nF rcagents for biochemical
tests from abroad when nothing
has yet been done to prevent the
spread of this fatal disease! We
don't need beautification of the
city as much as we need protec-
ton against diseases. 1 don't
think any other country would sit
idle when an epidemic breaks
out. People are really are terrified
and feel frustrated at the govern-
ment's feeble efforts. We have
being seeing pictures in the news-
pers of how Insecticide is
spread in the city but how come

have never seen such an action
being taken in my area( Lalmatia)
or heard of it being done in any
other areas?

Mahjabeen Ralhvnan
8/ 7 Block-C

Lalmatia, Dhaka-1207
Bangladesh

Roundtable on port

problem
Sir, As an experienced seago-
ing person, both on board and
shore establishment of shipping
company | take active interest in
ship and ship related activities,
The recent activities of the ports,
particularly Chittagong and non
interference of those who matter
in the efficient running of the port
has deeply saddened me. "The
Dally Star-BGMEA roundtable on
%rt problem” was long over-due.
e port users, business commu-
nity and all those related with the
port activities must play a active
role in the development and
efficient of the port.
I have gone through the news

item that came under the main
headline of the Daily Star issue of
23rd July.

The roundtable mainly focused
on the handling of containerised
cargo, used by the RMG industry.
To improve the movement of
containers following steps are
suggested.

1) Allow Container
Freight Stations (CFS) in the
private sector to be located out-
side the port protected area and
located any where in the country.
In these CFS's, one should be
able to complete all port formali-
ties for both import and export as
is done in other countries. These
CFS's will then relieve the port of
congestion of containers.

2) Instead of having six
lane highway between Dhaka
and Chittagong to move contain-
ers it will be more efficient and
cheaper to move the containers to
and from Dhaka by using exist-
Ing rallway and waterways.

3) Our overseas trade is not
going to increase substantially in
the coming years. It takes at least
15 to 20 years to have a fully
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operational port from conception
stage. There is no short cut to it.
Considering our future needs we
must start working on a new sea
pzlrt. preferably Kutubdia chan-
nel.

4) Use of Mongla Port-
waterways between
Dhaka/Narayanganj and Mongla
must be made fit for and
safe operation of small container
vessels of say 60 to 80 TEU capac-
ity. There must also be container
handling facility in
Dhaka/Narayanganj to make this
workable.

5) Safe anchorage should be
ensured. There is frequent colli-
sion between vessels at
Chittagong port due to
of anchors of vessels. I would like
to suggest that safe moorings be
installed in the outer anchorage
so that vessel lying at the outer
anchorage can work cargo
s‘ll:thrl.;n_lgh smaller and lighter ves-
House No 100
Road No 9A
DhanmondiR/A




