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Journalist killin

Smugglers
racket

involved,
says CID

By Staff Correspondent

A smugglers racket in Jes-
sore was involved in the kiling
of fournalist Shamsur Rah-
man. CID sources said,

The CID team probing the
killing is now trying to ascer-
tain if other elements were also
linked with the racked led by
one Hasan.

Abdus Sukkur, who was ar-
rested earlier in connection
with the incident on July 16,
confessed that he had ordered
killing of the journalist. He had
also deployed a watch man on
the street in front of Rahmans
office where he was killed. the
sources said.

Two members of Hasan
group-- Jahid and Shahidul--
were arrested fromm Sabujbagh

See page 12 col 7

Dhaka ignored
WHO alert

on dengue
epidemic
By Staff Correspondent

A large number of dengue
fever cases in the country es-
caped detection in the absence
of proper diagnostic facilities,
revealed a study jointly con-
ducted by the Institute of Epi-
demiology. Disease Control and
Research (IEDCR]) and the
Armed Forces Research Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences
(AFRIMS).

Mixed infection or the pres-
ence of more than one kind of
virus in blood — out of the four
types which cause dengue fever
— has the potential for dengue
haemorrhagic fever (DHF) epi-
demics, said the study. the last
of its kind in the country.

The study carried out in
Chittagong covered 253 chil-
dren under 15 years of age dur-
ing the period September 1996
to Joue 1997, .

It notéd that a good number
of cases usually termed com-
mon ‘viral flu’' may be dengue
fever cases and that the country
has every chance of an epidemic
of the disease as in some neigh-
bouring countries.

A WHO report on dengue sit-
uation since 1995 said that a
high percentage of the popula-

See page 11 col 5
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Jt mterrogation
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cell in Dhaka
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. July 26: CID
police today sent Md Solaiman.
alleged member of the gang in-
volved in Bahaddarhat carnage
of July 12. to Dhaka for ques-
ti{ﬁling at joint interrogation
cell.

Solaiman was taken
seven days' remand for ques-
tioning after his arrest from
Banskhali few days ago.

Police raided several places
last night to arrest six other
members of the gang allegedly

involved in the carnage in
which 8 people including six
BCL activists killed, police said.

However. hunt for other

killers was also on, police
added.

— Inside Today
Article

Battle over

Jerusalem
Column: Spotlight on
Middle East
By Muslehuddin
Ahmad
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Weak infrastructure
hinders e-biz, IT
growth
DSE, CSE price
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US company Unocal has
confirmed that Bibiyana gas-
fleld has a reserve of five to sjx
trillion cubic feet of gas, whiel
is at least half of [Llllgl;uh‘xll‘s
total proven gas reserve till
now, said a highly placed source
in Petrobangla.

In a technical report, Unocal
said while Bibiyana gasfield

| could produce 700 million cubic

feet of gas per day (mmcfd) after
its development, Bangladesh's
gas market IS too small to jus-
tify developing the field. The
country now consumes 1000
mmefd of gas.

The company said that un-
less the market for Bibivana
as was ensured. it would not go
or developinent of the gas field,
which typically means drilling
of production wells. setting of
up a gas processing plant and
pipelines to transmit gas to the
National Grid
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Bibiyana has a
massive reserve =
of 6 TCF gas

By Sharier Khan

But Petrobangla sees no
problem for Unocal to develop
the gasfield. "We have a lot of
high profile power and other
projects in our pipeline. Within
a couple of years, our demand
would go up dramatically.” the
Petrobangla source asserted

"It Unocal starts to develop
Biblyana gasfield now, it would
take at least three years to com-
plete the scheme, By that time,
our demand would rise to about
700 mmcfd. For the sake of
smooth supply of gas to private
power plant operators, we al-
ways should have surplus gas in
our system.”

He went on, “Power plant op-
erators like AES or Cement
company operators like Latarge
would not accept a situation in
which Petrobangla fails to sup-
ply gas. Besides. these gas buy-
ers would pay Pewrobangla in
dollars. The agreed price is also

good — 2.4 US dollars per thou-
sand cubic feet or one unit of gas
— which is another good news
lor us.”

Petrobangla does not have
any contractual obligation to
buy Bibiyvana gas. The gas field
is located in Block 12. Unocal
has Gas Purchase Sales Agree-
ment (GPSA) for blocks 13 and
14, under which Petrobangla
has to purchase a certain
quantum of gas from Jalalabad
gas field and pay in dollars.
“*Actually that is why Unocal is
so much concerned,” one source
noted.

The company would present
its technical report at
Petrobangla on Monday.

Unocal and the original ap-
erator for Block 12--Occidental-
- struck gas in Bibivana three
years ago. The two companies
then went for a three dimen-

See page 11 col 8
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Encroachers do brisk business by gobbling up a big chunk of Shitalakkhya river close to Katchpur bridge. — Star photo

Army officers finally suc-
ceeded In ‘defusing’ the second
bomb unearthed at Kotalipara
in Gopalganj vesterday after-
noon.

A large army contingent
from Jessore cantonment and
from Dhaka comprising explo-
Sive experts, ordnance PErsoi-
el and engineers led by Lt Col
Mujib, after four days of efforts,
deci&reﬂﬂtm 2:30 pin that
the explosive was “dismauntled.”

Army sources said the device
is to beé taken to Jessore Can-
tonment and kept under obser-
vation to determine its chemi-
cal composition.

The first device detected at
Kotalipara is still "under seri-
ous observation™. the sources

| added.

Meanwhile, intelligence
agencies continued their inves-

| tigation to find out the clues re-

lating to planting of the bombs
The agency said some inipor-
tant clues were emerging but
those could not be isclosed
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Gopalganj.

'Afghanist

By Special Correspondent

now ‘for the sake of investiga-
tion,'

“"We took all precaution in
defusing the explosive,” Lt Col.
Mujib, Commanding Officer of
Army Engineers Battalion
based in Jessore, told newsmen
at Kotalipara.

Army men managed to pull
out the devise with rope from a
sale distance. Already around
1000 sandbags were placed
around the boiph as a.precan-
tion against detonation.

Earlier, thousands of people
in panic had deserted their
homes within one square kilo-
metre of the planted explosive.
They now heaved a sigh of re-
lief.

Asked by newsmen why
army sniffer dogs and metal
detectors failed to detect both
the explosives, Col Mujib said
the bombs were buried more
than one and a half feet under
the ground and were covered
¥th thick carbon papers.

\'Our Gopalganj Cgrrespon-

Second bomb defused: Hunt for
an trained extremist'

dent reports: Police vesterday
recovered a motor bike and var-
ious documents suspected as be-
longing to a fundamentalist
party members. They were re-
covered from the house of one
Mult "Abdul Hannan at Hiran
village

Police also arrested two per-
sops—NMagfer Kazi, a demon-
strator at Bangabandhu Uni-
versity College and resident ol
Min-Paradgfiopalganj town, at
830 lasyfnight and Sarwar
brother-in-law of Ab-
nuan, reportedly an
JQlan trained person, yester-
day noon .

Meanwhile, eight people ar-
rested earlier were placed on po-
lice remand for seven days.The
total number of people anrested
so far in connection with the
planting of bombs is 15.

A BSS report said paMce sus-
pect that Harkatul Jihad. an ex-
tremist religious group. was be-
hind planting of the bombs

See page 12 col 3

Army experts yesterday defused the second bomb found near the Kotalipara helipad in

— ISPR photo
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George Spgjlght

iji coup

SUVA, July 26: Fiji coup
leader George Speight was ar-
rested today with some of his
aldes on suspicion of arms of-
fences and threats to the Presi-
dent, the military said, reports
Reuters, '

Spelght, who sparked a po-
litical crisis when he stormed
parllament In May taking most
of the cabinet hostage, was
stopped at a bridge checkpoint
in Kolabu, 12 miles east of
Suva, where scores of support-
ers have gathered,

“There's a number of allega-
tions that were being brought to
us about the carriage of arms In
and around Suva by George
S,wiglll and his bodyguards and
about threéats to the head of
state,” military spokesman
Lieutenant-Colonel Filipo
Tarakinikini told Reuters.

There were no detalls about

leader George
Speight arrested

the alleged threats to Fiji's head
of state, ailing 79-year-old
President Ratu Josefa loilo.

The military earlier de-
ployed troops across the
raclally split nation fearing re-
newed civil unrest after a new
government and possibly a new
prime minister Is named to-
morrow,

Speight has threatened new
unrest {f his nationalist candi-
date for prime minister, 60-
vear-old tl‘plnnml. Adl Sama-
nunu Cakobau, Is not accepted

in place of military-backed

caretaker premier Lalsenia
Qarase.
“The people could react,”

spelght earlier told Reuters at a
school in Kolabu where about
100 of s supporters have gath-
ered.

Tarakinikinl sald

See page 11 col 5
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JS committee

condemns
plot to kill
Hasina

The Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee on Foreign
Ministry at a immeeting vesterday
called for exploring new inter-
national markets to increase
the country's exports, reports
UNB.

Held at its Jativa Sangsad
office, the meeting also dis-
cussed the role of Bangladesh in
pursuing economic diplomacy
fn the new millennivmn.

Thie necthmg Stressed.the

need for increasing necessary

infrastructural facilities, in-
cluding improvement of law
and order and more coordina-
tion between Foreign, Finance,
Home and Telecommunications
Iministries to attract foreign in-

| vestiments

The meeting strongly con-
demned the plot to assassinate
the Prime Minister and de-
manded punishment to those

involved in it after proper in-
vestigation.
Chaired by committee

chairman Dr Mohammarl Se-
lim, the meeting was attended,
among others, by its members
Foreign Minister Abdus Samad
Azad, State Minister M Abul
Hasan Chowdhury, H M Ershad
Nurul Islam Nahid, State Min-
ister for Civil Aviation and
Tourism Sved Ashraful Islam
Mariyam Begum and M Sham-
sul Islam.

BSP concerned at
move to raise

newsprint price
By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Sangbadpatra
Parishad (BSP) has opposed the
move to increase the price of lo-
cal newsprint by Tk. 4,000 a
ton

The BSP in a mneeting vester-
day expressed its concern about
the late of the newspaper indus
try in the country. said a press
release yesterday

The meeting noted that price
of local newsprint was raised
from Tk 25.000 to Tk. 29.500
per ton within a span of four
months. But the government
did not stop there. Rather it is
planning to increase the price
by Tk. 4,000 more

The meeting. chaired by its
president and the Ajker Kagoj
editor Kazi Shahed Ahmed,

See }!;Igjr' 1l col 7

Jhalakathi-2
Amu going door
to door, Elen
doing it in
secrecy

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL . Talv 26: With fou
days to the bhy-clections in Jha-
lakathi-2 constituency, Food
Minister and Awaml League
candidate Amir Hossain Amu is
campaigning hard., moving
from door to door with Iriends
and supporters Including work-
ers from Dhaka.

However, his main rival
Elen Bhutto is canvassing
without much fanlare, prefer-
ring a virtually low profile ap-
proach to voters, Poll watchers
said the independent candidate
IS campalgning ahmost in se-
Creey.

Amiv has shuanned officials
and pgoverument vehicles for
somethne. The July 31 voting in
the constituency was an-
nounced following the death of

See page 12 col 2

7 Mmore
sued

Another seven garments fac-
tories have been sued by the Na-
tional Board of Revenue (NBR
for evading payment of TK
17.04 crore government rey
enue,

NBR sources said the seven
jacltories “]l!" ried around
91.63 lakh vards of f{abrics
worth Tk 26.25 crore and sold it
in the open market. They im-
porfeds those under honded
warehouse lacilities
paving any duty

Bonded warehouse facilities
are given lor import ol fabrics
to manufacture apparels unde:
back to back letters of credit
(LCs). But the factory owners
sold those in the open market
the sources said

A special customs squad
formed by the NBR detected the
duty evasion bv the factories
With these seven. the number of

garments factories involved in
duty evasion rose to 14. They
evaded payvment of duty to-

without

arment factories
or tax evasion

By Rafiq Hasan

O Crore

authorities

talling Tk 49
The customs

liled eriminal cases against all

|}|,iJ'H.l' !‘]E lOT1Ees
>ome of the factory owners

however are irving to get antic-

ipatory bail from the court |
lowing the cases

Of the seven factories
recently, five are located in
Dhaka and two In Chittagong.

The fattories
amotuits of duy
Shim Garment Pvt. Al
Kairul, Sher-e- Bangla
Dhaka K 3.22 crore
and Brothers at 19/5

sources said

evasion are

Biplab

Bagh, Mahakhal [k 6.83
rore: (G N 1| "-.E-jlxlT' s at 44/6
senpara Parbata Mirpur-- Tk
16.11 lakh: Arbatex Garments

195 West Rampura TR 1:H2
crore; United Excellent at 15/¢
Rasul Bagh, Mahakhali — Tk
2 20 crore: UUS Garments at 7
Agrabad, Chittagong — Tk 1.57

| Ras Garments, 119

CIOI¢ 11101

A\l arket Khatungani

sued

ands, tlieir

176 West

Napgar,

Rasul

Chittagong — Tk 1.24 crore

The customs authorities also
temporarily suspended bonded
r tne jac-
ted for in-
evasion ol

warehouse tacilities 1

lories earlier deled
lvement in duty
[k 3291 o
. - jlacltories and their
dlllONIIS 1 dut ' 1S1011 are
{?Jﬁ'ril:f. Fashion at Parbata
Mirpur — Tk 12 croare: Zeal
Fashion al North Shajahanpur
- Tk 14.08 crore; Cherry Ap-
parels Ltd at . 334 Elephant
Road, Hatirpool — Tk 1.21
crore; Litmond Garment Ltd at
Kakoli. Banani [k R82.97
lakh: Allure Apparel Ltd at
Ureen Road Dhanmondi — Tk
97.54 lakh: Latest Garment Ltd
at Postagala — Tk 1 crore and
SR garment at Mirpur Tk 2.9]
Crore
The sources d“t";_-:"-;i that [llr.'
factories conld evade dutv due to
lack of proper maintenance of
the bonded warehouses by the

S>ée page 11 col 8

Chittagong killings

BNP changes policy
towards Jamaat

By Rezaul Karim

BNP has finally changed its
policy towards Jamaat-e¢-|s-
lami on the issue of the recent
Chittagong Kkilling following
“tremendous” pressure from the
alliance partners

The policy shift became ap-
parent when BNP Chairperson
Khaleda Zia at a rally in the
city on Tllt'H(‘]J"".' blasted the gov-
ernment for the countrywide
crackdown on activists of Ja-
maat and its student wing Is-
lami Chhatra Shibir. which
has been accused of carrving out
the Killings in Chittagong on
July 12,

he BNP chief, who is also
the leader of the opposition in
parliament, further said that
the incident of Killing in Chit-
tagong was a result of bickering
in ruling Awami League.

Sources said BNP at a meet-
ing on July 16 between Central
Liaison Committee (CLC) and

the leader ol the
furned down a joint proposal
made by Jamaat-e-Islami and
Jativa Party asking it to stand
by Jamaat and resist the gov-
ernments repression on the
leaders and activists following
the killing

They saild BNP had earlies
told Jamaat to make its
tion clear regarding the charges
in the first place, ruling out the
possibility of its getting in-
volved in the issue soon

However, the Insistent allies
made the largest opposition
party to rethink its policy al
though the shift created mixed
reaction in the party itsell, the
sources said

Leaders of the components ol
the four-party alliance claimed
that the partners gave the mes-
sage to BNP that it will risk iso-
lation by not standing by Ja-

Ht’t‘ ,i,i_L‘_[ I' ] {1||_ T

opposition
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DCC in

the dock

- Failure to control mosquito blamed

for spread of dengue

By Naimul Haq

ihe Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) has come under fire from
city dwellers in the wake ol
widespread dengue fever. They
blamed the prevalence of
dengue fever on the DCC' s fall-
ure to control mosquito men-
ace,

Even DCC officials have not
spared their organisation, say-
ing that a large portion of the
corporation’'s funds to control
mosquito menace is misappro-
priated every vear

"Despite knowing well in ad-
vance that dengue infection is
going to assume a serious pro-
portion the olficials concerned
did not act,” said one DCC offi-
clal, preferring anonymity

"Dengue was never in DCC's
agenda during high level meet-

ings at the anset of this season
although entomologists
lexperts on Insects) and rrt*nml
sclentists warned the DCC over
the possible dengue outbreak.”

Residents alleged that spray-
ing hardly takes place aiu'l cast
doubt on proper utilisation of
insecticides.

The DCC allocated TK 13
crore lor the purpose last fiscal
(1999-2000) and spent about Tk
42 lakh for purchase of various
bug killer machines.

It purchased Tk 5.2 crore
adulticide for fogger machine, It
also spent Tk 2.5 crore Lo pur-
t hase }Inn'nwhiv lor use by ultra
low volume (ULV) spray ma-
chine and Tk 15 Iakh [or insec-
ticide.

See page 11 col 8
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has been beefed up
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
arrives tomorrow to hand over
Bangladesh Machine Tools Fac-
tory to the Army, reports LINB.

sSures, a
structures were demolished in
the town today.

S

Environmentalists
demand more

attention to

Pacific, coastal
countries

From Syed Fahim Munaim

NADI (Fiji), July 26: The
four-day joint congress of
APFEJ and CEJA ended here
with a call to pay more atten-
tion to the Pacific and coastal
Marshall Is-

lands. Kiribati. Maldives. Mau-

ritius and Bangladesh as cli- °

mate change greatly affects the
lives in those countries

TI'he closing session was held
at the Mocanbo hotel in the
western resort town of Nadi,
210 kin off capital Suva

John Pierre Vidon. the
French Ambassador in Fiji. at-
tended the closing session as
special guest )

The ambassadeor handed
over The International Grean
Pen Award-2000 to Adlai

Amor lor his outstanding con-
tribution in the field of enwvi-
ronmental journalism

Last year's award was given
to Mahfuz Anam, Editor. The
Daily Star

Presided over by Quamrul |
Chowdhuryv, chairman of
CEJA. the joint congress ap-
proved the 11-point Fiji Decla-
ration.

APFEJ Chairman Dharman
Wickremaratne, CEJA Secre-
tary General Nina Ratulele,
Bangladesh's Enayetullah
Khan, Syved Fahim Munaim,
Zahurul Alam. Hasan Hallz,
Japan's Rioco Hatakawa. USA'S
Adlai Amor., Nepal's Aditta

See page 11 col 8

GAZIPUR, July 26: Securijty
here as

Industries Minister Tofail

Ahmed and Chairnuan of Pri-
vatization Board Kazi Zafrullalh
will
Minister

accompany the Prime

As part of the security mea-
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