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Figo through | Tiger roars at |

medical test

MADRID. July 24: Por-
tuguese International midfield
star Luis Figo has cleared the
first hurdle on the way to be-
coming the world'’s most expen -
sive footballer by passing a
medical at Real Madrid, reports
AFP.

Spanish radio reported
Monday that Figo had arrived
in the capital from Barcelona to
tie up the details concerning his
70 million dollar move Irom
the Catalan club. New Real pres-
ident Fiorentino Peres has
promised to present Figo to the
club's fans as a Real player on
Monday night.

Pele attacks
Luxemburgo

RIO DE JANEIRO, July 24:
Pele, still regarded as the best
footballer of all thime. has added
his weight to the growing criti-
cisin of beleaguered Lirazilian
coach Wanderley Luxcmburgo,
reports AFP.

After Brazil's humiliation at
the hands of Paraguay in a
World Cup qualifier last week,
Luxemburgo knows he probably
faces the sack if the team lose to
Argentina in Sao Paolo on
Wednesday.

If he was in any doubt about
his increasing unpopularity
Pele's outburst will have given
him pause for thought.

Pele said on Sunday that he
believed Brazil would not be in
their current plight if Luxem-
burgo had listened to his advice
and Kept a settled side

Umpires under
media attack

COLOMBO, July 24 (Internet
report): Umpires Daryl Harper
and Peter Manuel have been
severely criticised following a
number of questionable deci-
sions during the first Test be-
tween Sri Lanka and South
Africa in Galle.

Sri Lankan newspapers gave
the two officials a roasting.
even though their own side won
the match by an innings and 15
nimns

The English language Dalily
Mirror was particularly un-
happy with two decisions, one
of which brought about the sec-
ond innings dismissal of South
African captain Shaun Pollock.
who was adjudged to have been
caught at short leg from the
bowling of spinner Mutthiah
Muralitharan.

"The appeal for the catch by
the fielders was clearly half-
hearted, which an interna-
tional umpire of the calibre of
Harper had failed to realise,”
the newspaper said.

Lanece retains

Tour de France |

PARIS, July 24 (AP): The
world's top cycling competition
is starting to look like the Tour
de Lance.

Lance Armstrong cruised
Sunday to his second Tour de
France championship in front
of cheering Parisians and
tourists, and speculation im-
mediately turned to whether the
28-year-old Texan had it in him
for a third.

‘I don't see why not, but
there's a lot of talent in the field
who are only going to come
back harder and stronger next
vear,” he said after a day spent
clowning and celebrating even
before he'd crossed the Champs-
Elysees finish line.

Unconvinced

Fromn page 8

Ihe match has been identi-
fied by bookmaker Saleem Per-
vez as lixed.

Pakistan's batting collapsed
from a very strong position,
with Waugh himself taking 3-14
from 10 overs

“I've played 30 vears and 1
know when things aren’t quite
rnight.” Waugh said.

I remember bowling in that
game and taking three for 14
and | don't normally take three
for 14 off 10 overs to start with,
so that was a bit suspicious.

“It was just the way that the
opposition were playing. A
couple of players in particular
weren't, didn't appear, to be
playing as if they normally
would.”

Former Pakistan captain
Wasim Akram. who played in
the match, denied it had bee)
thrown.

‘Pakistan always collapses
Steve should know that. We al-
ways collapse.” he said
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St Andrews

ST ANDREWS, Scotland,
July 24: A relentless Tiger
Woods walked all over the best
ol the rest as he kept his ap-
gointnu:nt with destiny here on

inday by winning the 129th
British Open, reports AFP.

The 24-year-old wrote him-
self into the history books
when he became the younges!
player ever to win all Grand
Slams.

Only four other players have
ever managed such a feat -- Ben

Hogan, Gene Sarazen, Gary

American superstar golfer

Tiger Woods holds the
British Open trophy on July
23. — AFP photo

Player and Jack Nicklaus.

It was a frightening display
from the young Calilornian,
who started the day six shots
ahead of his nearest rivals and
was so certain to win that the
British bookmakers stopped
taking bets on him.

Woods finished on 269, 19-
under par, breaking Nick Fal-
do's 10-year-old record of 18-
under, and eight shots clear of
second-placed Ernie Els and

Thomas Bjorn.

Ronaldo giving it

ROME, July 24:
inter Milan's hi-
jured star Rona-
ldo raised the
yossibilty here
fonday of being
loaned to Brazilian First Divi-
ston side Flamengo, reports
AFP.

Ronaldo told Gazzetta dello
Sport that the move was some-
thing to be considered as he
strived to regain full fitness
from a second round of knee
surgery (n nearly five months
in Paris in April.

“The possibility of a loan
should be examined, the prob-
len exists and it's got to be tack-
led,” he told the sports daily.

"We play hard in Italy, we
knock ourselves, there's no let
up

The Brazilian Is back in
[taly after a check up In Paris
having ripped the same tendon
for a second time in the Italian
Cup final first leg against Lazio
on April 12.

His short appearance there
ended with the 23-year-old col-
lapsing to the floor, screaming

in agony before being
stretchered off in tears.
The Brazilian interna-

tional, recalling that wretched
moment at the Olympic sta-
dium, said: "I'd returned and
then after just seven minutes
the incredible happened. You
can see that occuring again.” he
stressed.

“In Italy the tensions and
knocks are serious straight
away, In other countries less so.
I'm not saying that I've got to be
loaned to Brazil, I'imn saying that
the problem is there and that

we've got to think about it.” he

reasoned.
Ronaldo's Intriguing sugges.

tion was made after he had left
Paris Sunday after an examina-
tion by professor Gerard Sall-
lant, the surgeon who carried
out the opération

The player indicated that his
knee was workin% up to BO per-
cent of its capability. and he
was hoping to get it back to full
working order by September

If the move were to go
through he would be lining up
alongside Denilson, who has
joined Flamengo from Spanish
relegated side Real Betis on a
one season loan.

—

WC 2006 controversy

SA team to meet FIFA

JOHANNESBURG,
July 24: The
South Alrican
Football Associa-
tion said Sunday
it wants to meet
world governing body FIFA
within a few days and discuss
the controversial awarding of
the 2006 World Cup to Germany,
reports AFP.

A 12-11 victory for Germany
over South Africa on July 6 was
overshadowed by the absten-
tion of Oceania delegate Charles
Dempsey from the final round
of voting at FIFA House in the
Swiss city of Zurich.

OIRAMANTY
RIDDING

Had Dempsey' followed tlie !

mandate of his 'region and'’
backed South Africa once Eng-
land had been eliminated, a 1

12 tie would have left the cast-
ing vote with FIFA president
and strong South Africa sup-
porter Sepp Blatter.

Dempsey from New Zealand
cited "intolerable pressure” for
his decision and has since quit
as president of the Oceania
Football Confederation and as
a member of the decision-
making FIFA executive com-
mittee.

South African World Cup bid

Gaspart new
Barcelona
president

BARCELONA, Spain. July
24: FC Barcelona vice-president
Joan Gaspart has been elected
president of the Spanish foot-
ball giant, the club announced.
reports AFP.

Gaspart won 54.87 percent of
votes cast by club members
Sunday against 43.17 percent
for his rival. publicist Lluis
Bassat. A total of 45.888 votes
were cast.

Gaspart succeeds Josep Lluis
Nunez, who served as president
for 22 vears but resigned in
May.

Nunez left after Barcelona
suffered a catastrophic season,
[Jit-l-cing up no silverware and
eing Kicked out of the Spanish
cup. without even playing a
game, after a row with the na-
tional footballing authorities

Gaspart. director of the Husa
hotel group, represents a break
with the past for Barcelona

Fhe club vice-president. dur-
ing his campaign for 1l rop
job, promised change but not a
drastic “rupture” from the way

ith:- club has been run.
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B:40 Khas Khabar 9:05 Amrilo

chairman Irvin Khoza told re-
yorters visits by him and other
officials to Belgium and Aus-
tralia had created the impres-
sion there were options worth
following.

"I cannot reveal these op-
tions, but will discuss them
with South African officials on
Monday before flying to Zurich
for talks with FIFA the next
day.” he said.

Khoza refused to say whether
South Africa would seek a new
round of voting, a possibility
ruled out by Blatter last week in
an interview with an Amen{an
television’'channel.’ ' =)

“FIFA vis>'a Mfamitly a1 1f A
promise oné of iy sons a-bicy-
cle and cannot give it to him, he
must wait until 1 can give it to
him. Otherwise, | may give it to
one of my daughters,” the presi-
dent said.

Khoza and bid chief execu-
tive Danny Jordaan were in
Belgium last week for talks
with Jean-Louis Dupont, the
lawyer who successfully sued
European governing body UEFA
on bthalf of Belgian footballer
Jean-Marc Bosman.

This led to the Bosman rul-
ing, which makes a player a free
agent once his contract with a
club expires. Previously, clubs
could demand a transfer fee and
refain a footaller indefinitely
against his wishes.

"l feel encouraged after our
discussions with Dupont and we
certainly have the basis for tak-
ing the issue forward. There are
three options and | feel we can

pursue any af them,” Khoza
said.
Jordaan also travelled 1o

Australia for talks with senior
Oceania official Sakhu Khan
from Fiji and said he was gath-
ering information ahead of a
posible legal challenge to the
World Cup decision.

‘It is not sour grapes. We are
ensuring we do not let the mat-
ter rest until we have done our
best to discover what really
happened,"Jordaan told re-
porters.

Dempsey

SYDNEY, July 24: Fiji's
Sahu Khan will take Charlie
Dempsey's place as Oceania's
representative on the FIFA ex-
ecutive, having ironically won
the election on a casting vote,
reports AFP

The Oceania Football Con-
federation executive met here at
the weekend to decide on
Dempsey's replacement.

Australian Associated Press
reported Monday the vote was
tied at 5-5 between Vanuatu's
Adrian Wickham and Khan
with stand-in president Johnny
Tinsley Lulu (Solomon Islands)
giving Khan the post with his
casting volte,

The American Samoa repre-
sentative could not make the
meeting because of travel diffi-
culties

i
g

THE HAPPIEST MAN IN TOWN: Joan Gaspart,
newly elected president of the Spanish football giants

Barcelona.
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- WC 2002 qualifying

Mexico,USA
stumble

SAN JOSE, Costa Rica, July
24: Mexico and the Unlited
States, both 1998 World Cup fi-
nalists favored to make a return
trip In 2002, were beaten 1
North American semi-final
round-robin qualifying road
matches Sunday, reports AFP

Russell Latapy's goal in the
85th minute L;IH‘ host Trinidad
and Tobago a 1-0 victory over
Mexico while Hernan Medford's
controversial penalty kick in
the final seconds gave Costa
Rica a 2-1 victory over the US
team.

Trinidad and Tobago took
the lead in Group C with a 2-0
record while Mexico remained
alone In second place alter
Canada and Panama played to a
[(.{unblrhh draw in the other
aroup C match.

Medford's penalty in the
third minute of injury time
gave Costa Rica a 1-1 record,
matching Barbados for second
lace in F‘.rnup E. one point be-
iind Guatemala with the US
team last on a single point.

The two top teams from each
of three qualifying groups ad-
valnce to next year's continental
finals, where three nations will
advance to the World Cup
hosted by Japan and South Ko-
rea.

In Group D, Jamaica beat
visiting Honduras 3-1 to take
the group lead while host EI
Salvador routed St. Vincent and
the Grenadines 7-1.

The next matches are August
15 and 16. The Canadians visit
Mexico while Panama Is al
leader Trinidad and Tobago in
Group C, while Group D finds El
Salvador at Jamaica and St.
Vincent and the Grenadines at
Honduras.

The pace-
Guatemalans visit Costa Rica
while Barbados visits the US
team in Group E.

Squillari wins
a Mercedes

STUTTGART, July 24: Fifth
seed Franco Squillari took
sweetl rt-ven%zr against a man
whose game h

his own when he beat fellow Ar-
gentinian Gaston Gaudio 6-2, 3-
0. 4-6, 6-4, 6-2 Sunday in the fi-
nal of the million-dollar
cedes Cup, reports AFP

Mer-

Argentine Franco Squillari

holds aloft the trophy after

winning the Stuttgart Open
on July 23. — AFP photo

Squillari looked fully fit as
he continued to shake off the
stomach setback which forced
him to an embarrassing default
against Gaudlo just a week apo
in the quarterfinals of 1l
Swiss Open in Gstaad. Y

A steady diet of vitamins
massages and rest have done
wonders for the tennis of Squil-
lari, who has collected all three
of his career titles in Germany
- two since May

He won on clay in Munich in
1999 and successfully defended
the title this year

The 24-year-old from
Buenos Aires is no stranger to
the game of Gaudio, a 21]-year-
old who lives just down the road
in the Argentine capital

Squillari won 167,000 dol-
lars plus a Mercedes SL car alter
the three-hour 40-minute effort

Rios lifts
Croatia Open
UMAG, Croatia, July 24

Former world number Marcelo
Rios won the 400,000 dollars
Croatia Open when he beat top
seed Mariano Puerta 7-6 (7-1).
4-6, 6-3 in a hard-fought final
vesterday, reports Reuters
The Chilean second seed ol

lasted his Argentine opponent
whose strength started to talter
near the end of a superb 2-1/2
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Track war ends tamely

event flzzled, but
there was plenty
of sizzle Sunday
as the US Olymplc Athletics
Trials concluded with both
Michael Johnson and Maurice
Greene crashing out of the 200m
final, reports AFP.

World record-holder John-
son, bothered by a tight right
quadriceps In Saturday's first
round, was the first to go, gri-
macing in pain at the top of the
curve then crashing to the
track. He was stretchered off
clutching his left hamstring
and later sald it was cramps.

"It was pretty painful when it
happened.” Johnson sald. "One
of the most painful that ['ve
been through.”

Greene, the 200m world
champion, lasted longer, but at
the halfway mark he, too, was
clearly in pain and with 80m to
go he was only limping. As
soon as he had fug ed to a sto
he had ice applied to the hnclz
of his left lhlgl"u.

Both men had already quali-
fled for the Olympic team,
Johnson in the 400m and
Greene in the 100m. But neither
will race the Olympic 200m,
meaning Johnson won't get a
chance to repeat the 200m-
400m double he achieved in Al-
lanta.

John Capel. 21, won the race
in 19.85m. second-fastest in the
world this vear behind John-
sonn's 19.71 run at altitude in

South Africa. Veteran Floyd
Heard, 34, ran a strong second
half to finish second in 19.88.
and Coby Miller was third in
19.96

Marion Jones won her third
title of the meet with a season's
best 21.94sec in the 200m.
adding it to the 100m and long
jump titles she earned last
weekend

Inger Miller, the reigning
200m world champion, finished
second in 22.09, and Nanceen
Perry was third 22.38.

Jones led out of the blocks,
and although Miller narrowed
the gap on the straight she
never threatened the winner

Jones is now }u..|-,t~|| lor her

SACHAMLNTU It's a relief,” Jones said. “I'm
California, July glad it's over.”
24: The main Gall Devers, only the second

Maurice (_;I'{*i'lil-

the track with his leg
wrapped in ice after
crashing out the much

anticipated 200m duel with

Michael Johnson.

s r"iFP phﬂtﬂ

conseculive
became
the fourth-fastest perforiner in

hhurdles
i3 In the

woman to win
Olvipie 100m titles,
hhistory in the 100m
with a blistering 12..
final
Devers
to defend her

OO it

wilks off

who failed to qualify
will

instead focus on getting her
first Olympie medal In the har-
dles -- the event she has domi-
nated for much of a decace, She
missed a double in 1992 when

she fell at the final burdle and
crawled across the finish line.

Devers had signaled her in-
tentions with a wind-aided
12.45 In the semi-filnals.

In the final she burst out of
the blocks and was clear of the
field all the way to the tape. Her
tirne was the fastest since June
6. 1992, when Ludmlila
Narozhilenko ran 12.28 and
12.26 on the same day In
Seville.

Melissa Morrison was sec-
ond in 12.63 and Sharon Jewell
was third in 12.69.

Allen Johnson set up a de-
fence of his 110m hurdles
Olympic title with a victory In
the final in the world’'s ?{c
time this year, 12.97sec.

Mark Crear was second in
13.11 and Terrence Trammel
was third in 13.19.

Stacy Dragila grabbed the
spotlight from the sprinters for
one snarlng moment, 5HIIn§
the women's pole vault worl
record of 4.63m

Dragila cleared the world
record height on her first at-
templ, improving on the mark
of 4.62m that she set at a small
meet in Arizona on May 27,

The Clark family will send a
strong delegation to Sydney af-
ter Hazel Clark led her sister-
in-law Jearl Miles-Clark and
sister Joetta Clark- Diggs ACross
the line in the 800m final.

Clark. the youngest of the
irio. won in 1:58.97. while

lles-Clark, whose husband
aid coach J.J. Clark is the
brother of the other two. stag-
gered to second in 1:59.12. She
had to be carried off the track
but recovered for a joyous
medal ceremony

Clark-Diggs won a finish-
line battle with Meredith
Rainey-Valmmon to claim third
in 1:59.49

Charles Austin earned a
chance to defend his Olvmpic
high jump title when he won the
high jump with a leap of 2.32m.
He was the onl competitor to

lear that height, making it on

campailgn 1o win five pold IIIJH!HT American sprint ace .I:“HII“.{:!,M-T]* “uI]:1i hi.n'll; E”-‘:,“g
medals at the Sydney Olvin) \ [F-3 ALy St ALY o A
]1I ldel IJ”TJ.‘*(II] “Hiitilfiil lf"'l e vas rinl'i .“.”h
in the 100m and 2001 g \FP ol Ao ‘I +
| #= = el
jump and two relays . photo e same heig
SANTANDER I they n“*{nn;; COontinue 1i so to sav. but it shouldn't be He
Spain, July 24 }1[;!'. like that they can win the shhould be IHUII.-!’J of being the
\fter subjecting whole thing.” said McEnroe af- captain. He should help his
the world's nost ter Spadea went !uwn plavers. Personally | think he

FEhiccédsiils Davis
Cup nation to a 5-
0O whitewash in this weekend's
World Group semifinal here, the
Spanish, who have never won
the title, now turn theis
attention to the finals against
Australia, reports AFP

The home side had already
secured their place in Decem-
ber's final following Saturday's
victory in the doubles

But on Sunday Spanish duo
Juan Carlos Ferrero and Juan
Balcells both showed how dan-
geronls they can be on clav by
coming from a set down to win
their dead rubbers against
Vince Spadea and Jan-Michael
Gambill

Ferrero downed Spadea 4-f

-1, 6-4, and was followed by
Balcells, who saw off Wimble-
don quarter-finalist lan

Michael Gambill 1-6.
6-4, handing the United States
their first 5-0 defeat since the
1997 final against Sweden

,r =)

Austylinare & g

they hate preat 1] ivers. But
they have a good chance. The
LIS wishes them il luck

But following Gambill's de
leat the US captain headed fi
Santander

|.J' L1k

fine from the International
ennis Federation for falling
| i } { ' Y-
1 i
eren
s f ,
51 | S .
J | | ) [ Ly ]'rl
[Orner rid number one
iling to support his team and
being too vocal during the tie
It's quite lear for me

McEunroe as
know what he is. When you art
No. | it's okay. But when you ar
a captain tha
for seven
stick to the point and to figh
for your team and that's it

For himn ading
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Chairman of National Housing Finance

Asia Cup cricket tournament

and Investments
M Matul Islam conducting lucky draw during the Pepsi

at their Motijheel olfice

advantage for us.’

i$ angry about. (Pete) Sampras
alid (Andre) Agassic So 1 think
he is leeling awful for that per-
haps more than the defeat

Duarte said that even he was
H'.lr};rlhf'-'] bv the ease of the vic-
LOMN

| would have liked them to
win that way, but [ didn't expect
so much,” said Duarte adding
that they were now looking to-
wards the final

Ihe Spaniards, one of the

st successiul tennis nations
have won a Davis Cup
title in its 100-vear history.,
failed in their two previous fi-

1never o

nal bids in 1965 and 1967 --
both away at the hands of Aus-
tralia

\ustralia, who with 27 titles
are second onlv to the United
States’ 31 in this event, last
weekend secured their fi!]ﬂ]
spot after defeating Brazil 5-0 at
home in Brisbane

This time, however, they
will have to travel to Spain,
with Barcelona the favourite,
but Seville, Canary Islands,

Valencia and Madrid also being
named as potential host cities
for the Decemnber 8-10 tie
In principle we would like
play outdoors. The players
and the members of the techni-
cal group would rather play
ountdoors. And the president of
the Spanish Federation will
certainly support us,” said
Duart:

This was echoed bv Ferrero
who said they favoured plaving
further south than Madrid or
[;:ﬁfi el 113

"It would be better outdoors.
Last yvear the final was indoors
and Australia won it. It will be a
very hard final. To play out-
doors would be a bit more ol an
said Ferrero.
you play indoors
there's no wind and the sound of
the ball with Philippoussis
‘Mark), it's terrible. It seems
more than it is

When

Cup 2000- Best Calches Dhaka
BANGLADESH 11:30 Anz Sport-
shine 11:35 National Rugby Leaguc
Melbourne, AUSTRALIA- Can
berra Raiders Vs Melbourme Storm
Round 25

ESPN

5:30 Live- Women'S IProfessional
Basketball 2000 Wnba Basketball
Washington, DC USA- New York
Liberty Vs Washington Mystics 7:30
Fxtreme The Making Of The
Imax Movie The Making Of Ex-

treme=Filmed Imax-Snow 8:00
British Open 2000 St. Andrews,
SCOTLAND First Round 11:00

sportseenter: International Edition
11:30 World Of Rugby 12:00 Live-
sportscenter Bristol, CT USA 1:00
Cart Michigan 500 (Abc¢) Brooklyn
MI USA 4:30 Tour De France Tour
¢ France 2000 Stage #20 5:30 Lpga
Galt Japan Airlines Big Apple Clas
sic NewRochelle, NY U.S.A. Final
Round 7:30 Sportscenter: Interna-

tional Edition 8:00 ltahan Football
Itablan Summer Sernes Aosta
[TALY- Parma Vs Inter Nilan 10:00
Ecb International Cricket Natwest
ENGLAND Fi-
11:00 Extreme
| he Imax Movig
The Making OfF Extreme-Filmed
Imax-Snow 11:30 Inside CUrickel
2nd Session 12:00 Asian Bowhng
Tour 2000: Chi. Taipeil Masters Cup
Faipei, TAIWAN Women's High-
ights

SET MAX

7:30 Hotlist 8:00 Rang Buangee
8:15 Music Mania 8:45 I p Pur
9:00 Harmony 9:30 Filim Show: Maa
Nasam 12:30 Uncensored 1:00
Hotlist 1:30 Bajyay Lehren Fratures
1:45 Music Mamia 2:15 Fop Pun
2:30 Film Show: Dost Garibon Ka
(*Mithun) 6:00 Mini Movies: 8:00
Hotlist 8:30 Bajaj Lehren Features
8:45 Music Mania 9:15 Pop Puri
9:30 Khan Special Film Show

SUTes L ondon,
nal. 10th Ody, H./'1
he Making Ot

— e —
_——e,_,—,

NMava Memesaab (*Shahrukh Khan,
Farukh Shekh, Dipa Shahi) 1:00
Film Show
Bajal Lehren Features 4:15 Pop Pun
1:30 Film Show: Mem Dhidi

DISCOVERY
CHANNEL

h‘l‘l 'l_rl."' Ft‘r It' T:.‘ﬂ L1“hl|{lit]

i .lll}:s.'l
Danger Z
11:30 Shark Files 12:30 Wild | hscov-
ery 1:30 Medical Detectives 2:30
iscover Magazine 3:30 Go For It}
1:30 Ushuaia 5:30 Lonely
6:30 Mega Movie Magic 7:00 Bone-
head Detectives of the Paleowarld
7:30 Wild Discovery 8:30 Surviving
the Wild 9:30 Extreme
10:30 Sphinx [II 11:30 Discovery
Profile Series 12:30 Wild Discovery
1:30 Surviving the Wild 2:30 Ex-
treme Machines 1T 3:30 Sphinx 11
1:30 Discovery Profile Series 5:30
Iiscover Magazine

Sau Din Saas ke 4:00

8:30
Animals In
10:30
wnds

9-30

LW Ny =s

melv Planet
10:00 E
11:00 uter 15

L

Planet

Machines




