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Australia threatens new sanctions against Fiji
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DHAKA, MONDAY, JULY 24, 2000

Mahendra Chaudhury calls for

referendum to end crisis

SUVA, July 23: Deposed
called Sunday for a UN-
sponsored referendum in Fiji to
ﬁuge support fot:" themmtumch of

ent, W was

’msoEn:n nationalist coup,

Chaudl';uxy. who spent 56
e ot e, e
a refi would offer

Fyjtans the cholce of re to
democratic rule and e
"absolute confusion and 08"
caused by the nine-week political
crisis.

Fiji has been without an effec-

tive government since the mili-
tary, which took control during
the coup, handed power to presi-
dent Ratu Josefa llollo under a
deal with the rebels to secure the
release of m:ly la%t 18 political
hostages onJuly 13,

The deal scraps Fiji's multira-
clal constitution and promises
that the large and economically
powerful ethnic Indian minority
will be stripped of dpollﬂml )

Chaudhury did not give details
of his referendum plan, nor did he
say he would approach the
United Nations about it.

But the plan is unlikely to be
taken up by lloillo, and was

rejected outright by coup leader
Geo L

"ﬁ horse has already bolted,”
Speight told The Sunday Times
newspaper.

Meetings between representa-
tives of [loilo, Speight's group and

top police officers continued
during the weekend in an effort to
decide a new Cabinet lineup.
[loflo falled to swear in his
Cabinet last week after warnings
from Speight that his supporters
would renew a of civil
unrest if the t was not
stacked with his candidates.
lloflo, a frail 80-year-old tribal
chief with Parkinson's disease,
has promised to appoint an indig-
ler

enous Fljlan as minister.
But d'u: talﬁs appear to be
devo into a power struggle

between Flji's tribal chiefs, with
Speight one candidate
for prime minister then dumping
him in favour of another.

Speight lieutenants sald his
cholice of prime minister was now
Adi Samanunu Cakobau, Fiji's
high commissioner to Malaysia
and the granddaughter of one of
Fiji's most historical
figures, Ratu Seru Cakobau, who
was arded as the of all
F1ji's tribes in the 19th century.

Cakobau has not spoken pub-
licly about the coup, but Is
believed to support Fijlan politi-
cal supremacy.

Speight, a falled businessman,
led an armed gan% into Parlia-
ment on May 19 and took dozens
of lawmakers hostage, including
Chaudhury, in the name of ethnic
FYjian rights.

Ethnic Indians make up 44 per
cent of the 814,000 population
but dominate the economy in the
nations of 320 islands about

3,620 kilometers (2,250 miles)
northeast of ﬁvﬂncy. Australia,

Promises of s treatment
for ethnic Fijlans and the
destruction of democracy have
led Australia, New Zealand, Brit-
ain, the United States and France
to impose limited sanctions.

Civil disturbances, including
the attempted takeover of a mili-

checkpoint on Friday night,

abated by Sunday, normally
a church day in the devoutly
Christian nation.

But rebel supporters still have
control of a military barracks and
the country’s main power station.
The rebels say they won't surren-
der their weapons until the new
government Is announced, and
approved by Speight.

Reuters report from Sydney
adds: Australia today threatened
new sanctions against Fiji {f
nationalist rebels gain more
control in a new government in
the racially split South Pacific

naton.

Rebels led by falled business-
man George Spelght have warned
of fresh unrest unless Fiji's lead-
ers quickly sack military-backed
Prime Minister Laisenia Qarase
and replace him with their candi-
date to end a nine-week political
crisis.

“If Speight became a member of
the new cabinet, | think frankly
Australia, New Zealand, Britain,
the Unties States, Japan and
others would have to review the
measures we've already taken

towards Fiji," Forelgn Minister
Alexander er sald,

"“Frankly it would be com-
l:)lctcl)r unacceptable for a terror-
st to form p of a government,
We couldnt have any part of
dealing with a country that
include terrorists in its govern-
ment,” he told Channel Nine
television.

Australla, New Zealand and
Britain have Instituted sanctions
covering diplomatic and defence
ties, ald and sporting contacts,
although have stopped short of
wide-ranging trade sanctions
after the crisis battered Fil's
tourism and sugar based econ-

omy.

Igut Downer warned that could
change and harsher measures
could be in stnrc;_ for Fiji, which
was sus ded from the Com-
munwcal;t,hm grouping of mainly
former British colonies for 10
years after two raclally-charged
coups in 1987.

".... If Fiji doesn't move back
towards democracy within two
years, then | think it's likely Fiji
will be expelled altogether from
the Commonwealth,” Downer
said.

"What is acceptable to us is
that there be a democratically

Interﬁational

EW DELHI, July 23: Indian
Law Minister Ram Jethmalani
has been forced to after a
heated war of words with the
Supreme Court over the prosecu-
tion of a right-wing Hindu leader
on riot charges, reports AFP.

“The law minister tendered his
resignation on Saturday. It was
accepted and passed on to the
president for approval,” a spokes-
man at Prime Minister Atal Bihar
Va{grayct'a office said today.

css reports suggested that
Vajpayee had called on
Jethmalani to resign to avold
embroiling the government in a
growing row between the minister
and the Supreme Court over how
to proceed with the possible pros-
ecution of Bal Thackeray, fire-
brand leader of the militant
Hindu Shiv Sena party.

Thackeray faces c es of
writing (nflammatory editorials
during 1992-93 Hindu-Muslim
rfots in Bombay that left more
than 1,000 dead.

While the government has
stated it has no role to play in a
prosecution process initiated
the western state of Mahrashtra
of which Bombay 1is the capital
Jethmalani has argued that New
Delhi has the right to intervene.

The Supreme Court on Friday
angrily criticised the government,
causing Jethmalani to snap back
that judges should beware mak-

in%l remarks about a minister
"who knows his law as well as
anyone else."

elected government in Fifi in the
first place, and ... the last thing
the authorities in Fiji ... shoulddo | ‘earing a damaging public
is to concede to the demands of | slanging match, Vajpayee report-
Speight,” he said, cdl; intervened and called on

'Pak-China ties
not aimed at
India’

NEW DELHI, July 23 : China
terday categorically assured
that its military ties with
Pakistan were in no way aimed at
New Delhi even as the two sides
decided to te the process of
delineation of the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) in the middle sec-
tor along the Sino-Indian borders
in Himachal Pradesh and Uttar
Pradesh, PTL
“It has been re-emphasised by
the Chinese side that the rela-
tionship with Pakistan {s normal,
bilateral and sovereign one and
not directed toward.a_ coun-
Minister Jaswant Singh
told reporters after wide-ranging
discussions with his visit in
Chinese counterpart Tang
Jiaxuan.
who also met Prime

Tang
Minister Bihari Vajpayee
4 bl Saie . omeAirn 6 Hegotia
~‘ﬂmmmNmDenubE& ca-
fLAC to

tions on delineation o
be stepped and "a beginning

made somewhere”. ]

He said the two sides had
agreed to intensify efforts on
resolving the LAC issue in th
middle sector. :

Tang is the first -
Chinese leader to visit India since
relations between the two coun-
tries came under strain in the
wake of May 1998 Pokharan
nuclear test.

g Latc:% briefing repoﬂcrsfun the
ingh- parieys, a foreign
office sanicsman sald China
endo India’'s tion for
expediting the clarifications

LAC that could lead
ultimately to the resolution of the
vexed border issue.

The two sides also agreed to
enhance confidence-building
measures within the framework
of the exis ts and
treaties of 1993 and 1996.

Army official
shot dead in
Colombia

BOGOTA, July 23: Colombian
Army colonel Oscar Trujillo was
shot dead at point-blank range
Saturday in front of his wife and
daughter, a top military official
said, AF%

Ospina
said Trujillo, who was in charge of
the Velez battalion, was on vaca-
ton in Rivera, Huila province,
Ed.ﬁt:dms family when Sgo uniden-

gunmen carri out the
attack

The murdered colonel and his
ﬁcwtt:rhca a social event

ere their was ci-
pating in gmmdrm‘a mty
ﬂé{:&h according to the army

Ospina sald accounts by wit-
nesses suggested the killers were
members of the Revoluti

Armed Forces of Colombia
(FARC),

people ap him
and shot him at point blank then,
taking advantage of the confu-
sion, got onto a motorbike and
fled,” Ospina said.

Syria calls for
active UN role
on Arab land

claims
DAMASCLUS. Julv 23 Syviia
asked the United Nations today
1o take a more active role in the

Middle East to restore land oc- 1

cupled by lIsrael to Lebanon.
Svria and the Palestinians, re-
ports AFP.

The United Nations must
Step up its role not only iIn
Lebanon to put an end to lsrael|
lncursions in the south. but
also with regard to Syria and
the Palestinlan people in en-
forcing resolutions that forbid
the acquisition of other peo-
ple’s territory by war.” the goy-
ernment newspaper Tishrin
“sald.
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- and:RussianPresident Vladimir Putin (R) "' '}}
, applanid after d concert at.the Grand Cattle hotel in Naha téwn, Okinawa, on Saturday -AFP Photo: ¢

=1 Je ani to resign.

[srael, India
talk selling
Phalcon radar

TEL AVIV, July 23: Israel is
in talks to sell two Phalcon
radar systems worth $500 mil-
lilon to India, although any deal
will require US approval, an Is-
rael defence official said today.
reports Reuters.

"We have been talking.” the
official said. "They want our
product. But "Prime Ministel
chud Barak is going to have to
et some kind of okay from the

S administration. India Is
another sensitive country.”

The United States imposed
economic sanctions on India
after New Delhi carried out a
series of nuclear tests in 1998
Its neighbour Pakistan [ol

lowed with a nuclear device
blast just weeks later
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offer Israel

New moon around Jupiter discovered

TUCSON, Arizona, July 23:
Astronomers at the University of
Arizona and their Massachusetts
colleagues say they have found a
17 moon orbiting Jupiter,

reports AP.
If confirmed, the 3-mile-
diametre (4.8-kilometre-

diametre) moon would be the
smallest known satellite of a
major planet and the first Jovian
moon discovered in 21 years.

“It's exciting. When you realise
that you were the first person to
lay eyes on some that had
not been seen before, that's kind
of a good feeling,” University of
Arizona astronomer Jeff Larsen,
who made the first observations
of the moon in October, said in
Saturday’s Arizona Dalily Star.

Larsen works with the univer-
sity's Spacewatch project, which
uses a 79-year-old Kitt Peak
telescope to survey the solar
system for comets and asteroids.

The group usually avoids the
region around Jupiter because
the solar system's est planet
is bright, and reflected light can
swamp the telescope's sensitive
electronic detectors. But last
October, Spacewatch observer
Jim Scotti started a search for
undiscovered Jovian moons.

Rains kill 9 in South Korea: A icast

nine people were killed and 20 o
battered the central part of South

yesterday, AFPr

less In the southern city of
400 millimeters (15.7 inches) o
early yesterday.

Quake rocks Sumatra Island.,

strong earthquake measuring magnitude 5.5 shook Indonesia's
Sumatra island Sunday, news reports said, AP reports from Jakarta.
clal with the Meteorological and Geophysics
Agency, was quoted 3; the official Antara news agency as saying that

te rmlt';l;:jnmagei 33 casualties. Paimin
am time :56 GMT) some 33
kilometers (20 miles) beneath the Indian Ocean, about 450 kilome-
ters (270 miles) northwest of Jakarta

Putin to visit France in Oct: ..

President Vladimir Putin said yesterday he would visit France for the
first ime in October in an apparent move to improve relations

hnya, AFP reports from Nago, Japan.

“The Russian people have always had a special feeling towards

France and that s a mutual feeling. In October | plan to visit
eporters, Putinwas s

of a three-day Group of Eight leaders’ summit on the southern Japa-

Armyn Paimin, an o

there were no
saild the temblor hit at 3.

strained by the war In Chec

France," he told r
nese [sland of Okinawa.
Siberian ci

the ITAR-TASS news agen
Mikhail Chekhonads

LRIEFLY

thers injured as torrential rains
Korea for two days, officials said

The death toll is expected to rise as three people are still missing,
the Central Disaster Agency said. Al:kout ﬁ . 100 people were left home-
and n

rain bucketed down Saturday and

eports from Seoul.

ty mayor found dead:

The mayor of the Siberia city Yarovoye was found dead after bclng

reported missing for four days, the Alial reglonal administration tol
Saturday, AFPr

, elected mayor a few months
peared on Mnndag after sending a telegram from the net

irsk aayln? he had left because of "stressful an
lis body was found near a train station

When Jupiter was less than
370 million miles (595 million
Kilometres) from Earth about as
close to our planet as it gets dur-
ing its 12-year journey around
the sun the observers found what
appeared to be a tiny moon.

The group contacted the
Smithsonian Astrophysical
Observatory in Cambridge, Mas-
sachusetts, and scientists there
analyzed the data and reached
the same conclusion.

The search was spurred by the
May 1999 discovery of an 18
moon circling Uranus. That find
was made by another University
of Arizona researcher, Erich
Karkoschka, who reviewed 13-
year-old pictures from the Voy-
ager 2 spacecraft.

“That's what motivated Jim to
say, hey, let's go back and look

, Larsen sald from the
Spacewatch telescope on Kitt
Peak, 55 miles (88 kilometres)
southwest of Tucson.

For now, the object is desig-
nated S/1999 Jl. If follow-up
observations confirm it {s a moon,
S/1999J1 will get a name.

At 3 miles (4.8 kilometres) in
diametre, it would be the smallest
moon. Among Jupiter's 16 con-
firmed satellites, half are smaller

earby areas, where up to

Lo the press at the end

s from Moscow.,
0, disap-
bourin

truce

GAZA, July 23: The founder of
the militant Palestinian Hamas
movement sald today he would
forge a truce with Israel {f it with-
drew completely from the Gaza
Strip and West Bank, including
Arab East Jerusalem, reports
Reuters.

Sheikh Ahmed Yassin

than 32 miles (50 kilometres) in
diametre. Mars has the smallest
confirmed moon, Deimos, which
is about 7.5 miles (12 kilometres)
iIn diametre. Earth's moon is
2,160 miles (3,475 kilometres) in
diametre by comparison.

am as founder

1

|

1 who
tu‘lfrl::?luer lo?)n tgilusl.}sslnmﬂggn:und{ng made a similar offer three years
allow follow-up observations| 3&° rtlmftrjn out his terms amid |
immediately, but they should be| '¢POr'S Irom a US Middle East

peace summit that Israel's Ehud

Barak was willing to give Palestin-

lans more than 90 per cent of the

West Bank and consider sharing

| sovereignty in East Jerusalem
areas.

"It the Israelis agree to have a
truce in return for them cedin
the West Bank, Gaza Strip an
Jerusalem we are ready to do it,"
he told Reuters when asked it he
would consider a ceasefire.

But he imposed conditions
Israel has so far rejected and
insisted Hamas would never
recognise Israel.

Yassin, whose movement has
carried out suicide car bombings
that have killed scores of Israelis,
sald any truce would be condi-
tioned on Israel's recognising the
right of Palestinian refugees to
return and the removal of Jewish
settlements.

accessible within the next couple
months, said University of Ari-
zona planetary scientist Robert S
McMillan, principal investigator
of Spacewatch.

S/1999 J1 belongs to a sub-
group of outer satellites that
travel around Jupiter in irregular
orbits, he sald. Those outer
moons believed to be captured
asteroids or comets take about
two years to complete an orbit,
and they are an average distance
of 15 million miles (24 million
kilometre) from Jupiter.,

The last outer moon of Jupiter
was discovered by Charles Kowal
in 1974 and named Leda. In
1979, the Voyager mission uncov-
ered three new inner satellites of
Jupiter, Adrastea, Metis and
Thebe.

Pak cabinet may ok_ay radical
overhaul of political system

KARACHI, July 23: Pakistan's
cabinet this week s expected to
aprrﬂvc a radical overhaul of the
political system designed to
change centuries of feudal culture
by em women and the
downtrodden, reports AFP.

The plan, prepared by the
military government's National
Reconstruction Bureau (NRB),
alms to devolve power from the

central government to the village

through district assemblies an
community councils, '

It 1s the showcase reform of
military ruler General Pervez
Musharraf, who seized power in a
coup last October vowing to bring
genuine, grassroots democracy to
a country wracked by endemic
political turmoil.

His plan, if successful, will give
unprecedented power to women,
who will have 33 per cent repre-
sentation in the new district
assemblies and 50 per cent in the
union, orvillage, councils.

People who have traditionally
lived under the [r)atmnagc and
manipulation of wealthy land-
holders will be given access to the
decision-making process for the
first time.

Independent analysts welcome

the plan but say history is not on
ILs side.

“The proposed plan is highly
ambitious in a munu'g:fhcrt the
political process has been halted
after every two or three years,"
sald senlor Pakistani journalist M
H Askarl,

Since its violent split from India
and the Britsh empire In 1947,

wealth is produced, village life has

implementation of the plan but if
what they are sayl
be a brcakﬂlruu?' " sald Anis

the women get representation in
the areas where they are not even |
allowed to cast their votes, p

Tanweer Nagvi last week told t):

National Security Council th.:
non-party elections for district
governments would be held in five
phases st ;
and ending in July 2001,

under the Musharral regime,
which has been under heavy

the cuunﬂz's return to democ-
racy, whic
Octlober 2002.

Pakistan has been riddled with
political assassinations, bitter
dynastic feuds and no fewer than
four military coups.

But in the countryside, where
almost 70 per cent of Pakistan's

stuck with its own systems of
power and influence, apparently
oblivious to the high-stakes poli-
tics of the provincial capitals.
Analysts sald Musharraf is
efiectively trying to uproot deeply
held social traditions ranging
from feudal power structures to
tribal roles for women, -
"I still have my doubts over the

Is done it will

Haroon, leader o

the Women's |
Foundation,

"The major problem will be how

NRB chalrman General

from December
There will be the first polls

ressure at home and abroad to
ay out an electoral "roadmap” for

it has promised by

Members of the elite Chinese Special Police Unit show off their
skills in martial arts during a demonstration at the police training
academy in Beijing, 19 July The elite unit is specially trained to
handle various situations from riot control to hostage taking and
airlines hijacking. ~AFP photo
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13 civilians
killed in
Philippines

CAGAYAN DE ORO, Philip- .

pines, July 23: About 20 heavily
. armed Muslim rebels ambushed
a truck transporting civillans In
the southern Philippines and
killed 13 people, Including three
- women and a 2-year-old boy,
military officlals sald Sunday.
. Fourteen others were wounded,
| reports AP, :
Most of those killed were
| Christians, army 4th infantry
| division spokesman Ma)j Johnny
Macanas said.

The truck, owned by Maranao
' Planters Inc., was carrying com-
. pany workers and thelr families
. when It was ambushed Saturday
- afternoon, Macanas sald.

He sald survivors identified the
| attackers as members of the §
' rebel Moro Islamic. Liberation
- Front (MILF). The rebels appar- |
| ently had escaped from recent
| government assaults on n ‘
| MILF camps, Including Camp
| Abubakar, the guerilla head-
| quarters, Macanas said.

| Government troops have
| selzed most of the MILF's camps
| since launching an offensive
. against the rebels in March.

. MILF spokesman Eid Kabalu
| dended the rebels were responst-
| ble for Saturday’s attack and

Indla, China hope to open
new chapter of ties

NEW DELHI, July 23: China
and India apgar to have finally
buried the tchet on India's
nuclear tests, and now hope to
open a new chapter on bilateral
ties by accelerating efforts to
resolve their touchy border dis-
pute, reports AFP.

While no major Iinitiative
emerged from Chinese Foreign
Ministry Tang Jiaxuan's one-day
visit on Saturday, the tone was
clearly one of mo along a
relationship dogged by decades of
mutual mistrust and cold war
tensions.

Tang, the highest-ranking
Chinese official to visit since
India’'s May, 1998 nuclear tests,
also took the opportunity to try
and Indian concerns over Chi-
nese military cooperation with
Pakistan.

“China stressed that the rela-
tionship with Pakistan was a
normal, bilateral, sovereign
relationship and not directed
against zm& country, particularly

[n

India," an Forel Minister group charged with resolving the II foreigners, on Jolo island at the
Jaswant Singh said after his talks  issue country’s southern tip.
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Palestinian supporters of the Islamic resistance
slogans during a protest march held by thousands of Hamas supporters in Gaza City.on Saturday. 'l ne
hardlinePalestinian opposition group called for an end to the Camp David summit and the pullout of
the Palestinian delegation from the nearly two-week old talks

called the accusation “black
| propaganda.
‘The Incident actually was

| perpetrated by people who had a
grudge with the company's own-

| ers and a group of people in the
area,” he told ABS-CBN televi-
sion.

The attack, in a remote village
| In Balabagan in Lanao del Sur
| province, was the second massa-

cre in the province in a week
| blamed on the MILF.

with Tang.

China’s transfer and sale of
missile technology to Pakistan
has long been a source of serious
concern to New Delhi, as well as
Washingion.

Differences on this issue are |
high on the agenda of the joint | Last Sunday, about 100 sus-
security dialogue inaugurated in | Pected MIIF guerillas killed 21
March at Beffing. as a result of | Christians, including a pregnant
their mceung. the two ministers woman, inside a mosque in the
agreed to upgrade the level of the | remote farming village of
dialogue. Somogot in Bumbaran, also in

The two sides also announced | Lanaodel Sur.
the resumption of high-level
military exchanges, with recipro-
cal visits by military chiefs of staff
in the pipeline.

Tang also met with Indian
Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpaégt. before flying ftn Pald- |
stan Saturday eve or talks |
with the nﬂHL);ry regime of Gen- | £roups fighting for an independ-
eral Pervez Musharraf | ent Islamic state in the impover-

On their long-running border l ished southern Philippines. The
issue, the two foreign ministers | Smaller and more extreme Abu
agreed to "increase the frequency” | Sayyaf is holding about 31 hos-
of meetings of the joint expert | tages, including about a dozen

—

The military operations have!

| triggered the worst fighting In
Mindanao since the height of the 3
| Muslim insurgency in the 1970s. l

The MILF is the larger of two

movement Hamas shout anti-Israel and American
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Government of the People's Republic of BangEdesh

Office of the Executive Engineer

PWD Notice Inviting Tender
Tender No: 04/2000-2001

Sealed tenders are hereby

works as per terms & conditions stated below : -_~

|. Name of work

Sylhet PWD Division, Sylhet

invited in BD Form No. 2911 for the undermentioned

Vertical extension of Hostel Blde of Deaf & e
Dump School & Constn of garage in the compound &8
of Deat & Dump School of Sheikhghat, Sylhet
(Sub-head: Constn of 2nd floor over the existing

Ist tloor of hostel bldg

2. Estimated cost [k 15,40,000

3. Earnest money | k. 30,900

" [ime allowed fO1 180 (one hundred eighty) days from the date of
completion of work 1ssue of work order.

5. Price of tender & [k 750/- + 25/- = Tk 775/ - (Taka seven hundred

seventv hive) only
Othice of all the |

schedule
6. Place of selling

[ivision under Chitts
Engineer, PWD Chittagong, Dhaka, Rajshahi &
Zone &

Khulna

Commussioner's oftfice.

/ Place of receiving Office of the undersigned in/c all Executive
tender Engineers under PWD Circle, 53'!}1“ & also otfice
ot the Divisional Commissioner, Sylhel
Division, Svlhet.
8. Last date of selling During office hours up to 30/7/2000.
tender
9 Bligibility o f a) All classes of approved building contractor ol
contractor/ firm to PWD as per their financial limit.
compete in the tender b) The intending tenderer must have VAl
registration.
C) Attested copy of VAL registration; 1IN
certificate & original money receipt foi
purchasing tender to enclose along with the
tendel
10. Date of receiving & At 12:00 Noon on 31/7/2000 & will be opened on
openung tender the same day at 12:15 PM.
1. l}uth-n' applicable [t more than one tenders are received having
' same rates stand lowest selection will be made by
lottery to be held on 7/8/2000 at 12:00 Noon in the
office of the Superintending Engineer, PWI)
Circle, Sylhet in presence of the tenderers who
may hke to remain present at the time of lotterv.
12, The undersigned reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the tenders

without assigning any reason.

Mahmood Hasan Sirajee

Svihet PWD Division. Svihet

xecutive Engineer, PWD
igong Zone & Addl Chiet

Svihet Divisional

Executive Engineer

'hone No: 716231



