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DHAKA, SUNDAY, JULY 23, 2000
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British Film Week 2000: Two fms will be

screened as

part of the ‘British Film Week', organised by the

British Council and Lever Brothers Bangladesh Ltd. The films
are 'With or Without You" at 4.30 pm and ‘Notting Hill' at 7 pi.
Venue: British Council auditorium.

Andrei Tarkovsky

retros?ective: ‘Nostal-
la” and ‘The Sacrifice’ by Russlan i

Immaker Andrel

arkovsky will be screened. Zahir Raihan Film Soclety has

organised
pim.

Dress exhibition: Kay Kraft has or

the event. Venue: German Cultural Centre. Time: 5

ised a three-

day exhibition. The Inaugural ceremony will be held at 4 pm.
Venue: Alliance Francaise de Dhaka. Tine: 4 pm to 8 pm daily.

Scientific seminar: on “Importance Of Zinc For
Child Health™, jointly organised by Bangladesh Institute Of
Child Health, Dhaka Shishu Hospital and Medical Services

De

partment of Orion Laboratories Ltd. Venue: Dhaka Shishu

Hospital auditorium. Time: 11 am.

Seminar: ‘Health

for All'

will hold a seminar on

“Eyesight for All and Eye Tests™. Speaker: Prof Altaf Hossain.
Venue: Gonoshasthya Nagar Bhaban, House No 14/E, Road No 6.,

Dhanmondi R/A, Time: 5.30 pm.

DRU talk: pnaka Reporters Unity (DRU) presents BNP
Secretary General Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan as part of its on-
going series "Meet the Reporters™. Bhuiyan will deliver a talk on
“State of Politics in Bangladesh™ aud participate in a question
and answer session. Venue: DRU auditorium, 8/4-A. Topkhana

Road, Segun Bagicha. Time: 10.55

Alll.

Meetin « A meeting of Bangladesh Awami Jubo League

will be held.

enue: Paltan Maidan. Time: 3.00 pm.

British Film Week 2000: Gregory's Girls and

with or without you will be screened on the second day at the
week-long filin show. Venue: British Council auditorium. Fuller
Road. Time: 4.30 pm and 7.00 pm respectively.

Uttam Kumar Retros?ective: Zahir Raihan
|

Film Society in association with
of the Indian High Commission begins a month-long
festival to pay tribute to legendary Bt‘ll%ﬂli Actor Uttam Kumar.
day of the [festival

Wing

On the first

'‘Chirtakhana' will be

screened.

iformation and Cultural

Kumar starrer
High

ttam

Venue: Indian

Commission auditorinim, Road no 2. Dhanmondi R/A. Time: 6-

15 pm.

L ]

Sangbadik-Sramik-Karmachari Oikya Parishad brought out a procession in the city
yesterday demanding immediate arrest and exemplary punishment of the killers of

journalist Shamsur Rahman.

— Star photo

Thundershowers likely

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by
temporary gusty wind is likely at most places over the country
with moderately heavy to heavy falls at places till 6 pm today.

reports UNB.

Day temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the
country during the period, Met Office said.

The country’'s highest temperature recorded vesterday was
34.0 degree Celsius at Srimangol and the lowest 23.6 degree Cel-

sius at Khulna.

The sun sets in the capital today at 6.46 pm and rises tomor-

row at 5.24 am.

Maximum and minimum

temmperature and humidity

recorded In some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town
in Celsius
1 ‘.,' ~Aax
Dhaka . 3
Chittagong 315
Rajshahi 302
Khulna a3
Barisal 305
Svlhet 325
Cox’'s Bazar 30.2

Temperature

Humidity in

percentage
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245
26.2
23.6
24.5
24.7
242
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HERE and THERE

Training course for

court officials

Law Minister Abdul Matin
Khasru vesterday stressed the
need for monitoring situation
in and around the court, saying
that the sacred premises of
court should not be the place of
harassment of the people who
come for justice, reports UNB.

He was addressing as chief
guest the inaugural function of
a training course for the admin-
istrative officials of lower
courts and tribunals, organised
by the Judicial Administration
Training Institute.

Matin felt the need for mod-
ern case management and tech-
nology to ensure speedy trial
and justice.

Some 45 trainees from the

district judge courts across the
country are taking part in the
course. Director General of the
Institute Justice M Badruzza-

man and Director Hasan
Shahid Ferdous also spoke at
the function.

BACI

The 39th executive commit-
tee meeting of Bangladesh As-
sociation of Construction In-
dustry (BACI) was held at its of-
fice in the city yesterday, says a
press release.

Presided over by association
president Aminul Islam, the
meeting discussed the associa-
tion's future action plan.

Aminul Islam of PBL and
Zahir Hossain of MAH Ltd were
elected president and vice pres-
ident respectively of the asso-
ciation recently.

2

Obituary

Afifa Huq. wife of former
minister late Azizul Hug Nanna
Miah and mother of general
secretary of Banﬁlmivﬁh Cricket
Board (BCB) Syed Ashraful Huq,
died of old-age complications
on Friday night, family sources
sald. She was 81, reports BSS,

Aflifa 1s survived by thiree
sons and one daughter. She was
associated with girl guides for a
long time and a founding mem-
ber of Dhaka Central Women's
College

Her namaz-e-janaza was
held at Baitul Mukarram Na-
tional Mosque premises after
ASr prayers yesterday. She will
be burled at Azimpur graveyard
today after the arrival of her
youngest son from London

Her qulkhwant will be held
on July 25 at her residence at 14
East Tejturibazar after Asr
prayers.

State Minister for Youth,
Sports and Cultural Affairs
Obaldul Quader, Deputy Minis-
ter for LGRD and Cooperatives
and BCB President Saber Hos-
saln Chowdhury and BCB
members and employees,
Bangladesh Olymple Assocla-
ton and Bangladesh Football
Federation condoled the death
of Afifa Hugq.

Road mishap
Minor girl
killed in
Jhalakathi

JHALAKATHI, July 22: An
cight-year-old schoolgirl was
killed In a road accident on
Jhalakathi-Bhandaria road at
Baghri in Rajapur upazila here
today. reports UNB.

Police said Nasima, a class 1l
student of Baghri Government
Primary School, was run over
by a Jhalakati-bound bus from
Bhandaria while going to the
school. She was the daughter of
day labourer Abdus Salam,

The driver of the bus fled
with his vehicle. Police sent the
body to the hospital morgue for
AUlopsy

The first
death an -
niversary of
noted home-
opath Dr M
Nurul Islam
will be ob-
served today,
Says a press
release.

A millad mahfil will be held
alter Asr prayers today at his
residence at 33/C, Road No 6,
Banani (near ABC Tower) to
mark the occasion.

Dr Islam was the chairman
of the Homeopathic Board of
Bangladesh. He also wrote two
popular books on homeopathy.

Attempt on PM’s life
condemned

By DU Correspondent

Different organisations yes-
terday protested and con-
demned the plan to kill Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina with a
time bomb at Kotalipara in
Gopalganj.

Association of Universities
of Bangladesh (AUB) expressed
deep anguish over the incident
and demanded immediate ar-
rest and exemplary punishment
of those involved in the inci-
dent.

In a separate statement, Prof
Abdul Bayes, Vice-Chancellor
of Jahangirnagar University
sald, "Anti-state terrorist cir-
cles are trying to bar the
prnFress of the prime minister
and her government by such
subversive activities.” He de-
manded exemplary punishment
of those involved.

Ruling party backed
Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL) yesterday brought out a
procession on the Dhaka Uni-
versity campus protesting the
planting of the bomb to Kkill the
prime minister,

Following the procession,
BCL leaders at a rally at the
Aparajeo Bangla on the campus
at noon accused the four-party
opposition alliance of planting
the bombs and warned that they
will resist any conspiracy to
kill Sheikh Hasina.

"Evil forces along with anti-
liberation and fundamentalists
are trying to destroy democracy
and create anarchy in the soci-

ety as they have lost support ol
the peaple, they sald.

The leaders urged the coun-
trvinen to be aware of these ‘evil
forces’ and also called on BCL
workers across the country to
resist this "vicious circle’.

The BCL leaders announced
that they would stage demon-
strations, bring out processions
and hold rallles throughout the
country today in protest of the
incident. They will hold a rally
on the campus again today.

Presided over by Bahadur
Bepari, the rally was addressed,
among others, by Ajay Kar
Khokan, Sufit Roy Nandi, Balo-
ram Podder, Liakat All Sikder,
Anisur Rahman, Ashraful
Azimm Rubon, Rafiqul Islam Ko-
toal, Saifuddin Nasir. Sajjad
Hossain and AKM Azim.

Jahangirnagar University
(JU) unit of BCL also brought
out procession and held a rally
on JU campus protesting the
incident.

At the rally, the BCL leaders
announced an anti-Shibir
campaign. They vowed to hold
processions and evict all Ja-
maat-e-Islami backed Islami
Chhatra Shibir activists from
the dormitories of Dhaka Uni-
versity

The BCL leaders also de-
manded immediate arrest and
‘hanging’ of those involved in
the incident.

Bangabandhu Parishad and
Sammilita Muktijoddha Front
also Issued separate press re-
leases condemning the incident
of planting powerful bomb near

[the Prime Minister's meeting

venue,

Dengue fever
BNP secy gen
blasts govt

BNP Secretary Abdul Man-
nan Bhuiyan yesterday alleged
that the entire state mechanism
was so busy with 'repressing’ the
opposition that the government
was even careless about the
F,rm'c- consequences of dengue
ever, reports BSS

The government will not be
able to avert its downfall by re-
sorting to such repression, he
sald while addressing a meetin
of the central BNP leaders f;-F
Dhaka metropolis at the Minto
Road residence of Leader of the
Opposition.

The only aim of the ruling
party, he alleged, was to plunder
national wealth and enjoy the
benefits of power.

Aiar Mauritius
office opens
In City
By Staff Correspondent

Bangladeshi travelers can
now get tickets in Dhaka to fly
Air Mauritius for various in-
ternational destinations

Air Mauritius, the national
flag carrier of Mauritius, has
recently opened an office in
Dhaka. says a press release

Renalssance Aviation Ser-
vices Ltd, a sister concern of
MGH Group. was appointed
General Sales Agent (GSA) of
the alrlines, manager of the
aviation company, Zahid Hos-
sain said in a statement,

“There are non-stop flights
three times a week from Mum-
bal, twice a week from Singa-
Lmre, once a week from Kuala

umpur and Dubal.
Bangladeshi travelers can
smoothly fly from any of its
gateway points with the com-
plete package arrangement of
Alr Mauritius Dhaka.” said the
release.

Dhaka office would arrange

for tickets, visa, hotel accom-
modation and other necessary

Policeman killed
In road
accident

SUNAMGANJ, July 22: A
police ASI of Sadar thana was
Killed in a road accident at
Gabindapur on Sunamganj-
Sylhet road this afternoon, re-
ports UNB

Mobarak Hossain, 34, who
was coming to his office by a
motorcycle, died on the spot
when a minibus from opposite
direction hit him.

Police seized

and arrested
Ali

Gopalgan) bomb

From page 1
its construction so that none
could put any harmful material
near the rostrum or within a
certain area.

However, In this case, the
security was lacking, they said
Investigations are on to fix the
responsibility, sources said.

Meanwhile, Army explosive
experts at Jessore cantonment
are learnt to be working on
analysing the composition of the
cylinder shaped device

The possible effect from its
explosion can not be said with-
out determining the type and
composition of the device, the
official sald.

“The device has neither been
exploded nor defused”, an Ariny
official said. Army engineers are
trying to determine the chemical
composition of the explosive con-
tained in the drum made with
cast fron. Normally, such a cast
iron work s not done in
foundries in the country, one
source said, \

Army explosive experts yes-
terday re-checked the meeting
venue with metal detectors anc
snitfer dog squads,

Meanwhile police said that
five special teams were investi-
gating the "plot to kill the Prime
Minister”, One more person was
arrested yesterday morning
from a village under Kotalipara
thana for alleged Involveiment n
planting the device, police said.

With this, the total number

the minibus
its driver. Haris

Killing of journalist
Immediate arrest

of killers
demanded

The journalist community
vesterday demanded immediate
arrest of the Kkillers of journal-
Ist Shamsur Rahman, reports
HSS.

At a protest meeting held at
the Jatiya Press Club, the
speakers condemned the killing
and called for exemplary pun-
ishment to the killers. They
also expressed their anger over
the delay in identifying and ar-
resting the Killers.

The speakers sald the free-
dom of press, democracy and
rule of law would be jeopardised
if the killers were allowed to go
unpunished.

The journalist leaders de-
manded of the government to
arrest the killers by July 31,
otherwise they would go for
more agitation programines.
The meeting decided to give
memoranda to the Prime Min-
ister and Home Minister to
press home their demand.

Presided over by BFUJ
leader G M Yakub, the meeting
also decided that the represen-
tatives of three unions will hold
a meeting with the Bangladesh
Sangbadpatra Parishad

The meeting was addressed
by BFUJ It-mi*ra Amanullah
Kabir, Akhter Ahmed Khan, M
A Aziz, DUJ leaders Altaf
Mahmud, Abu Saleh, Abdul
Jalil Bhulyan, and eminent
journalists K G Mostafa
Habibur Rahman Milon, Iqbal
Sobhan Chowdhury. Borhan
Ahmed, Zahirul Haque, Swa
pan Kumar Saha. Masud
Nizami, Wahidur Rashid Murad
and Fazlul Bari and Newspa-
pers Employees' Federation
leaders Afsar Uddin Khan and
Matinr Rahman.

Clarification
From page |
IEDCR Director Dr M A Basit
said there were date-expired
reagents at the laboratory but
those were never used for test-
ing dengue virus.

The clarification said, "The
bottles which have labels 'Ex-
piry Ol June 00’ or 'Exp 16 June
00" were never used for detecting
antibody of dengue lever

"We have date-expirced
reagents in our laboratory but
there are formalities 1o destroy
the reagents because these are
government properties

'he Daily Star reporter re-
visited IEDCR Thursday morn-
Hl.i__"_

Dr M A Basit was requested
by this reporter to allow him to
sece if there was any reagent
having valid date in the labora-
orv

The director said the
reagents could not be taken out
from freezer., When this re-
porter wanted to visit the labo-
ratory along with a IEDCR stafl
to see labels on reagents pre-
served in freezer. the director
refused

The director said the
reagents are being used for
testing Dengue virus under a
'control’ system, which he
failed to explain

Asked why the date-expired
were not destroved, Dr Basit
said, "My laboratory techni-
clans did not Iinform me about
the reagents.”

Shibir activists
From page |

CID police was assigned to
investigate the sensational
case.

Salahuddin was handed over
to CID police in the afternoon
He will be interrogated tonight,
CID police said.

CID team could not trace the
driver of the seized microbus
used in the Bahaddarhat incl-
dent yet. But CID police picked
up brother-in-law of the driver
to help arrest him.

Meanwhile, Dhaka CID po-
llce was asked to rald different

facilities, the press release of arrested persons n this con- places to arrest driver Babul
added. nection rose to four Hossain.

A Inxtaliation Coremony
Rotary Club of Senargaon Dhaka
RIT" et 3260 Bangladosh |
(A .in--sx.'t;‘h‘drg‘edﬂ,t, (22

') :
Degn
- L%

The Bth_ installation ceremony of the Rotary Club of Sonargaon Dhaka was held at Hotel
Purbani International on Friday. Club president Rtn Quazi Rownaq Hossain and the
newly elected board are seen with District Governor Rtn. Hasan Maniruzzaman at the

function.

| Although

From page |
tive road, apart from the Biswa
Road, from the port to Fouz-
darhat for easy entry and de-
parture of trucks to and from
port.

It also Bllgé{l'ﬁ’ll‘{l construc-
tion of a new Chittagong-Dhaka
six-lane express way to facili-
tate transportation of contain-
ers by road and also establish-
ment of a separate truck park-
ing zone to remove congestion,

They also recommended
implementation of the river-
side 1CD project at Narayan-
ganj.

Long term suggestions

The long term suggestions
include construction of New
Mooring Terminal under a
crash programme. This will fa-
cilitate six feeder vessels to an-
chor, discharge and load at a
time through gantry cranes.

As an alternative, Mongla
port should be developed along
with all infrastructures Includ-
ing the proposed Padma Bridge.

Officials hold port

hostage

The participants sald Chit-
tagong Port Authority does nol
have enough power and it Is
controlled by a group of offi-
clals,

Around 50 mid-level offi-
clals hold the ('hilia%mlg Port
hostage. They extract huge ille-
gal money and have been main-
taining a lavish life style, the
speakers said.

“These fifty officers are
enough to destroy the sea port
and kill the whole economy of
the country,” sald Salahuddin
Kader Chowdhury MP.

He suggested use of available
berthing facilities at Chittagong
dry dock to reduce congestion at
Chittagong port. The
Chittagong dry dock can
accommodate three large feeder
vessels. The government should
take the Initiative to use it as an
alternative port,” he said.

Chowdhury, however, dis-
agreed with the concept of deep
sea port at the moment because,
according to him, it would not
be possible In Bangladesh
within short time.

Demand for port

autonomy

Chairman of Chittagong
Port Commodore Golamm Rab-
bani said although the Port Au-
thority is supposed to be au-
tonomous, in reality it has to
rely on the ministry for deci-
sions. which delay port opera-
1101

He said various development
projects of the port progress
slowly due to delayed govern-
ment decision and bureancracy
As a result, the port’'s cargo
handling eapacitv is aflected

Even lor ree Fuiting a singl
person, we have to gel approval
lrom the Establishment Min-

istry.” he said

C K Hyder of MCCI also sup-
ported the' Chalman's demand
for awtonomy, saying this
would make it more efficient.

However, the Shipping Sec-
retary sald autonomy would not
solve the real problem if the
overall situation does not im-

]}It}".,t"
Salahuddin Kader Chowd-
hury MP said accountabilitv of

port officials is a must to bring
efficiency. He also spoke in
favour of giving more executive
powers to the Chittagong Port
Authority

He emphasised changing the
mindset of people in the port
they are short of
equipment, they would not al-
low any outsider to bring those
he said.

Despite revenue
surplus no
infrastructure growth
at port

B K Chowdhury. Shipping
Manager of James Finlay, pre-
sented a keynote paper on
“Physical and Infrastructural
Problems of the Chittagong
Port”™ ;

He said arrival of raw mate-
rials for exports are affected due
to berthing delay caused by ves-
sels waiting at the anchorage

“Lack of storage space in the
container yvard, lack ol etlicient
handling equipment and insul-
ficlent number of equipment
cause slow rate of discharge and
loading, which in turn lead to
prolonged berth occupancy of
vessels,” Chowdhury said.

He said congestion is caused
as the port container terminal
is used as storage yard, not for
moving containers to outside
depots or container yards

He said there are inadequate
container and cargo handling
equipment and those available
break down f[requently due to
lack of proper maintenance

Chowdhury said that since
independence the volume ol
trade increased three-fold but
infrastructure facilities at the
port in fact decreased in some
CasCs

Beside, the number of vessels
calling at Chittagong port has
also increased three thmes.

The CPA-operated berths
came down to 13 in 1999 from
17 in 1971 while trade volume
shot up by 300 per cent.,

Speaking on the issue, C K
Hyder of MCCI said that al-
though the port authority had
surplus ands, it could not pro-
cure required equipment, show-
Ing management inefficiency

BGMEA member Farid
Ahmed said wrong policy. poll-
tics and work stoppage are pos-
ing threats to the economy ol
the country.

Port pr'oblems force
garment exporters to

lose to competitors

In his welcome address
Bangladesh Garment Manufac-
turers and Exporters Associla-
tion (BGMEA) President Anisur
Rahman Sinha sald the port
problems are costing the gar-
ments sector heavily.

“Export of garments depend
on three factors -- price, quality
and timely shipment.” he said.
“Buyers are reluctant to buy

' Roundtable on port problems

oods even al lesser price |f

ose are not delivered In time,
and as port problems delay
shipment, we are compelled to
send goods by air which Is very
expensive.”

As a result, Bangladeshi ap-
parels are losing to competitors,
Sinha said.

He also mentioned that
Kimart, the second biggest retail
store in the USA and a leading

buyer of Bangladeshi garments,
has threatened to source their
oods from other countries |f
the port problems are not ad-
dressed immediately.

The BGMEA President sald
the country's RMG sector Is fac-
ing stff competition becanse of
slow port operations. He men-
tioned that Dubail and Jordan
offered Bangladeshi RMG en-
repreneurs to set up industries
there with promises that con-
tainers would reach factories
within eight hours of vessels'
arrival at ports.

Alternative port

M Mokammel Huq, Execu-
tive Chalrman of the Board of
Investinent, said that setting up
of a deep-sea port could be a so-
lution to the port congestion
problem,

He suggested privatisation of
port services phase by phase,
"We can start privatisation
with some haadling equip-
ment.” He said bulk handling
should also be separated.

M Morshed Khan MP also
sald that the existing facilities
at the port should be expanded
He suggested that the Chittagong
Steel Mills premises could be
used for this purpose.

The Opposition lawmaker
found contradiction among rul-
ing party men regarding estab-
lishing a private port. “The
Prime Minister is saying that
there would be a private port
On the other hand Chittagong
Mayor is saying there u.'rmi'%nr:.l
be any private port. So I do not
understand who is powerful”, he
wondered.

Depoliticise port

Hafiz Abhmed Majumder MP
suggested separating the work-
ing class from politics. "Until
and unless we separate them
from politics, nothing could be
achieved,” he said

He observed that the politi-
cal parties were using labour
unions for their own purposes.
“Trade unions are doing excel-
lent in other countries, but it
does not happen here.”

ICC President Mahbubur
Rahman said that the labour
unfons should not have any po-
litical affiliation. No political
party should support any prog-
arimme of trade union leaders,
he added

If we can not address the
problems in the existing port
why should we have another
port? © he posed the question
If we have another port the
problemm will anlyv. shift there®.

A K Azad. President of
Bangladesh Chamber of Indus-
tries suggested privatisatios: of
ports and said that the FBCCI
President could be macde chair-
man of the port authority

Anisul Huq suggested that
ports could be kept out of all po-
litical and social agenda bt
cause if those did not function
properly the garment sector
would be destroyed and the
whole econmy of the country
would collapse :

{'ll‘nﬂig a detailed des ription
of work stoppage at the port due
to political turmoil, Huq said
“Almost 702 hours were lost due

to national and local hartals
strikes and labour unrest at
Chittagong port only during

] 999"

"Export-import
badly affected by congestion
created by political fac-
tors 1 Chittagong port. Global
shipping lines have repeatedly
tried to notify the port and
threatened for such 1Ir'nillt'lll
congestion

He accused some pressure
groups who were directly in-
volved in trade union activities
at Chittagong port

“Local pressure groups are
using the sea port for their own

trade is

SOCio

interest. Although the w age
level is generally low in
li.lll?].itlr'~|t some selfish dllni

politically biased union leaders
are making huge money by us-
ing dock workers and keeping
the port ]IE"\IH};:‘

Anisul Huq warned that -
ternational shippers might
identilv Chittagong port as an
‘exclhusion zone™, which wonld
produce terrible results

"The countryv will further
fall behind and the port prob-
lem will be the core problem in
post MFA era if we fail to ad-
dress it,” he said.

Shamsul Alam, President of
Bandar Jativatabadi Sramik
Dal. said most of the labour
unions belong to the ruling
party.

He protested that the opposi-
tion political parties were re-
sponsible for stalemate at the
port. “The labour union belong-

ing to the opposition party
never called hartal inside the
porl

"We always try to keep the
port functioning™ he claimed
Even during hartal in the coun-
try, the port remained function-
ing,” he added

However, the CPA Chalrman
said any drastic change at the
port Is not possible at this mo-
ment.

lle opined that there should
be a moratorium on trade
union activities there for two-
three years.

ADB waiting for

reforms by government

A KD Din Mohammad Khan,
Executive Director of Bengal
Shipping, suggested privatising
cargo handling equipment to
increase port efficiency.

Resident Representative of
Aslan Development Bana (ADB)
Phiphit Supllmphlpllﬂt termed
Chittagong port as technically
outdated, adding that the bank
had initiated a project to In-
crease its efficiency.

“Under our proposed project,

averaging 36 months’ index,

market should star

mental strength.’

we recomnmended that the con-
tainer terminal be operated by
he private sector. This was not
materialised.”

“We are now waiting for re-
forms by the government to
pave the way for the private sec-
tor,” the ADB official sald.

President of Truck Owners
Association AK Akhter Hossaln
also called for leaving equip-
ment handling to the private
sector,

Mongla Port can take
burden of Ctg port

Chalrman of Mongla Port
Authority Commodore K M
Ahmed sald making Mongla
port easlly accessible by devel-
oping the Mongla-Maowa-
Dhaka road could take the bur-
den off the Chittagong port.

Come to a consensus

President of Bangladesh
Frozen Food Exporters Asso-
clation Kazl Shahnewaj called
for a consensus between the rul-
ln%‘and the Opposition parties
to keep the ports out of strike.

Opposition lawmaker Amir
Khosur Mahmud Chowdhury
said Chittagong port problems
reflect lack of good governance.

Salauddin Kader Chowdhury
MP called for representation of
stakeholders in the manage-
ment of Chittagong port.

Morshed Khan MP said that
in pre-liberation period. Chit-
taong port was managed by a
irust, which ensured account-
ability and efficiency. This can
be introduced, he suggested.

Demand for
computerisation and
faster handling

Whatever computerisation
at Chittagong Port, done 10
years back, is now being used
basically for word processin
purposes, DCCI President Afta
ul Islam said.

Moazzem Hossen, Editor of
the Financial Express, said
computerisation did not take
place because it would stop rent-
seeking by officials at 2 rate of
USS 200 per container

The CPA Chawrman adinit-
ted that computerisation at the
port was progressing at a snail's
pace.

In his keynote paper, Lutfe M
Ayub said it requires 42 signa-
tures to get a consignment
cleared at the port, making the
whole procedure cumbersome
and time-consuming

His point was supported by
Amir Khosru Mahmud Chowd-
hury MP and Salahuddin Kader
Chowdhury MP, who said such
lengthy process is taking hefty
tolls on businessmen

Deen Mohammad Khan also
stressed the need for simplifica-
tion of the process

In this regard, Shipping Sec-
retary Sohel Ahmed Chowd-
hury said instructions were
given two years back to reduce
the number of forms, but it was
not implemented

President of American
Chamber of Commerce
(AmCham) in Bangladesh For-
rest £ Cookson mentioned the
port is becoming very costly as
the turnaround time of a con-
tainer vessel is increasing. It
requires about 10 days now
against six days earlier.

He said cargo handling can
be quickened significantly just
by improving the management.
which will not require any ad-
ditional cost

Captain Saifur Rahman,
President of Cargo Agents of
Bangladesh, said the existing
secuirity at the port is not satis-
factory

NAM Summiut
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cial as it wonld enable NAM
leaders 1o adopt relevant reso-
lutions and prepare for the
UNGA which begins on the

third Tuesday of Septeinber
The Summit involves mak-
ing arrangements lor the con-
ference, accommodation facili-
ties. documentation and trans-
lation in several languages and
transport facilities lor some
5000 ﬂt‘]t'g.ilr‘h The government
has 1o complete all
rangenents lor the g

llu‘ﬁl* dal -
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Sources said construction of
the International Conlerence
( entre for the Summit with
Chinese assistance will be com-
pleted three months ahead of
the event. The Works Ministry
Is going ahead with construc-
tion of flats, which will provide
reasonably acceptable ac-
commodation if not quality
comfort™ to the delegates, they
said.

The observers said all gov-
ernment agencies should work
on a “war footing" to complete
the preparations

It is now up to the govern-
ment to decide if the Summit
will be held under a political
government or a caretaker ad-
ministration

As tradition goes, the date of
the Summit will have to be con-
veyed through formal invita-
tion letters to heads of state or
govermment and foreign minis-
ters five to six months ahead of
the event

DSE index
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Experts hoped the market
would stabilise at 575 points or
535 points, which is the ‘sup-
port line' of the DSE. They also
said it is rrational for the mar-
ket to fall below 535 points. .

"Tomorrow's market will he
crucial as it will give an indica-
tion where the market is head-
ing for. If the 575-point support
line is punctured. then it would
be heading for 535 points.” said
Yawer Saveed. Managing Direc-
tor of AIMS Baugladesh

The S535-point support hne,
he sald. has been derived hy

saild
wekin
irices of most of the hlve-¢ :lﬁ

Another analvsi the

ave gone below their 'funda-




