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How Could This Happen?

enough to blow a couple of kilometers on impact
had really gone off? If anything, this close shave
with disaster in terms of PM's personal life and
stability of the country's polity iIs a veritable eye-
opener to our going blase over state security mat-
ters.

Fifth columnists and conspirators are there
waiting In the wings and weaving all sorts of plots
to destabilise the country at any opportune mo-
ment — one knows this hidden danger all too well
to be trifling with it. They pounce on a target at the
slightest hint of laxity in the surveillance and pre-
emption system. And the prime minister's secu-
rity arrangement this time was far too flawed and
inviting for the saboteurs not to have attempted to
take advantage of it. We wonder how could a 75 kg
high explosive device be fitted at a spot said to be
within 50 feet from the rostrum Sheikh Hasina
was to have used to address the scheduled public
rally at Kotalipara without being noticed! Wasn't
the SSF supposed to secure the place? Further-
more, what gets our hackles up is the report that it
was a tea stall boy who first detected some wires
protruding from the ground wholly by accident
and reported it to others for the whole series of re-
trieval actions that followed. The impending dan-
ger was not revealed through any routine check, yet
another security lapse if one were to recall the first
one about the place being not ringed around by a
protective cordon well in time to avert the planting
of the bomb. How vulnerable must everyone feel
because of such gaping holes in the system!

The episode gives rise to a plethora of questions,
not the least of which concerns the availability of
such a powerful explosive device in the country, let
alone the fact that it was targeted at the PM herself.
We want a thorough investigation into the whole
affair and the sharing of information with the
public when the mystery is cracked open. 5

Elen's Complaints Need
to be Addressed

LEN Bhutto, the independent candidate for Jha-
lakati-2 by-election, has brought up charges of

intimidation, coercion and use of government ma-

chinery against food minister Amir Hossain Amu
who is the ruling party contestant there. She spoke
to the press on Friday to air her complaints. She
has even asked for the resignation of her opponent
without which she thought fair election was not

possible.
Elen alleges that her workers cannot canvass

freely fearing backlash from Amu’s workers and

they are afraid of police and local adn}j,njs rglion
chargiiig “them’ under Public Safety ACH %S.‘-\}.
These are pretty serious complaints she has cliosen
to make public so that these need to be gone into. It
is however interesting to note that the late hus-
band of Elen Bhutto was a member of the JP lac-
tion led by Mizan-Manju which is a part 'of the
government of consensus' led by Sheikh Hasina.
There has hardly been any backing from the
Mizan-Manju leadership for Elen Bhutto so far as
their silence indicates. Be that as it may, we have

has not come out with his version of the story, nor
has he refuted the charges levelled by his opponent.
With nine days left for the by-election we can ex-
pect a reply from Amir Hossain Amu sooner than
later.

Even if a part of the allegations by Elen Bhutto
proves to be true then it will create a bad precedent
for future by-elections. If an independent candi-
date has so many allegations to make against the
ruling party candidate then what it might be like
when opposition candidates fight by-elections?
The newly appointed Chief Election Commissioner
has his job cut out. We request him to take up the
allegations of Elen Bhutto seriously and settle the
issues as early as possible to the satisfaction of
both parties. This may sound a little difficult but
then the job of the CEC has never been easy in
Bangladesh.

Doesn't Go Far Enough

HE latest round of talks between Israeli Prime
Minister Ehud Barak and Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat at the Camp David US presidential
retreat in Maryland, Philadelphia, has been topsy-
turvy, to say the least. What started on a surpris-
ingly positive note almost fell through a couple of
days back. An impasse over the future of Jerusalem
almost stalled negotiations between the two lead-
ers. Although Bill Clinton's persuasion had re-
vived the moribund dialogue process, the US presi-
dent himself didn't sound much confident of any
positive result. His departure for the Group of Ei%ht
Summit in Okinawa, scheduled though, had also
been interpreted as virtual end to effective negotia-
tions. Given the ;frim background, not to speak of
the quintessential bitterness on the issue itself, Is-
rael’'s nod to a US proposal to share sovereignty
over certain parts of the occupied East Jerusalem
was but a small step out of the mire.

Palestine’s rejection of Israel's proposal to di-
vide East Jerusalem into three sectors — one under
full Israeli control, another under Palestinian
control but without sovereignty and a third where
Palestinians will have civigfian authority but Is-
raelis military control — chimes in with their de-
mand that Jerusalem "be returned to their Pales-
tinian owners."

While Palestinians want corrected a wrong com-
mitted years back, the Israelis seem equally appre-
hensive that a concession on Jerusalem might en-
danger their existence. The Middle East
1967 has definitely left deeper scars than the West-
erners, especially the Americans, realise. Thirty-
three years of hostility would not disappear
overnight.

Surely, renewal of enmity does not hold the an-
swer. The solution can only come out of negotia-
tions. Therefore, it is essential that both sides
sincerely undertake measures for mutual con-fi-
dence bullding. Otherwise, US persuasion and in-
ternational pressure may lead to an agreement bul
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HIS is an instance of horrendous child play
with Prime Minister's security. One shudders to
think what would have happened if the 75 kg time
bomb planted near PM's rostrum and powerful
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new éle,ment has been in-
troduced in Pakistan s

got to hear the other side of the story. So far Amu |
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peace would remain elusive in the Middle East as
jever.
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HE Ganges Treaty of De-
I cember 12, 1996, In (s
prefatory part states inter
alia, *Being desirous of sharing
by mutual agreement the water
o/ the International rivers
owlng through the territories
of the two countries and of
making the optimum utilisa-
tion of the water resources oJ
their region in the [lelds of
flood management, (rrigation,
river basin development and
generation of hydropower for
the mutual benefit of the peo-
ples of the two countries.”

Let us now recapitulate how
the Fifth Five Year Plan (FFYP)
(1997-2002, Eubushtd in March
1998) describes the Treaty and
the importance of the Ganges to
the country. “The signing of the
historlc treaty... has added a
new dimension to the water
management strateqy,” it says.
The plan adds a background
that would be helpful in under-
standing the importance of the
Ganges, . if the relevant para-

raph is quoted in full. The

anges has been Jlowing
through Bangladesh [rom time
immemorial; the life and
llvelihood of Its people, along
with the flora and fauna, have
been shaped by this great river.
The wellbeing of more than 40
milllon people In the south-
western region of the country Is
entirely dependent upon the
Ganges. The rlver provides
drinking water, sustains agri-
culture, forestry and fisheries
helps operate a quarter of the
country's Industrial activities,
prevents salinity Intruston
Jfrom the Bay of Bengal and
plays a determining role (n
maintaining the ecological bal-
ance of the muntau. The balance
between man and nature In the
Ganges dependent area (GDAJ in
Bangladesh rests essentlally on
the Ganges water as this Is the
only major source of water in
the area and all other rivers
receive water dilrectly or
indirectly from it (p 278).

In January 1999 the gov-
ernment published the Na-
tional Water Policy, which is
indeed commendable in terms
of an excellent start to concep-
tunalise, formulate and consoli-
date a comprehensive policy
framework of our water re-
sources utilisation. As regards

Will Kulsoom Nawaz be a Threat to |
Musharraf’s Rule?

Ganges Treaty, 1996 and National W
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Are We being Served Right?

by Syed Muhammad Hussain

Wh:TI.e I.Va;;onal | Vi/ate.'r Poli

cy states, “Water is central to the way of life

in Bangladesh”,

we ;t.erhaps

tend to ignore the fact that the same is equally true in case of the lands and the peoples inhabiting
advantageously along the upper reaches of all the major rivers. Hence, the competition for survival
and wellbeing is highly likely to become increasingly intense and sharp with no holds barred and
possibly no goodwill, neighbourly or otherwise, shown. |

the issue of river basin man-

agement and the 1996 Treaty on
Sharing of the Ganges Waters,
the policy says, "Basin plan-

ning provides the moslt rational
basins of development of water
resources under the injluence of
one or more major rivers. In-

ternational river basins, how-
ever, such as the Ganges basin,
the Brahmaputra basin and the
Meghna basin present speclal
problems, Due to its location as
the lower-most riparlan,
Bangladesh has no control over
the rivers entering through its
borders. The adverse effects of
this are the floods and water
scarclty, which occur Jre-
querntly.” 1t needs to be noted
that Bangladesh considers GBM
as three separate basins,
whereas India generally treats
the three as one with three sub-
systemms. However, the National
Water Policy makes a fairly
straightforward observation on
the treaty. Given the fact that It
came about two years following
the signing of the treaty, this
could be taken as an authentic
reaction of the government of
the lower riparian state.

“Although the 1995 Treaty
on Sharing of the Ganges waters
with India has brought some
relief to the drought-prone area
of the south-west, the water
shortage problem during the
dry season is likely to aggravate
in the Ganges and other basins
with rising demands of the in-
creasing populations (p 4)°

A ‘historic’ treaty that
"added a new dimension to the
water management strategy and
related to a river on which the
wellbeing of more than 40 mil-
lion people in the south-western
region is entirely dependent”, as
assessed in the Plan, turns
within two years of bringing in

only “some rellef (o drought-
prone area of the south-west”
and on top the water shortage
problem during the dry season
“is likely to aggravate in the
Ganges and other basins,” so
clalmms the National Water
Policy in January, 1999, Please
note that the Treaty of sharin

Ganges waters is to last for 3

years — another 26 long years to

If within four years the wa-
ter shortage aggravates, what
would be the scenario after a

uarter century or so. This
thought was echoed at the 33rd
Annual Conference of Water
and Power Engineers’ Samity.
A BSS report, carried in The
Daily Star, 17 July 2000, said
that speakers at a conlerence
had laid emphasis on concerted
efforts of water management,
"World leaders and experts have
started to ponder over water |s-
sues, likely to emerge as a ma-
jor problem in the world in the
next 25 vears,” they added ac-
corcding to the news agency.
This problem obviously shall
have global as well as regional
and national dimensions.

Despite difficulty in obtain-
ing reliable data on monthly
average discharge /flow level at
Farakka (below Farakka Bar-
rage, in the Feeder Canal and at
the Navigation Lock) as well as
at the Hardinge Bridge since the
signing of the Treaty, one can
easily discern ominous signs of
an Inescapable process of grad-
ually reduced flow of waters in
the upper reaches of the Ganges.

The Ganges may have enor-
mous quantum of waters in the
upper reaches, but the flow rele-
vant for us In terms of the
Treaty is whatever reaches the
Farakka Barrage. The Treaty
does not bind the upper riparian

to protect the flows reaching
Farakka barrage, apart from a
general statement of making
every effort. It must be
hlghllghtcd here that the
“administrative jurisdiction
and legal authority of state gov-
ernments (Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh,
Haryana, Bihar) on water re-
sources Is guaranteed by the
Constitution of India (UC
Chaube; Multilevel Modeline of
an International River Basin;
1996). Hence, even |(f
Bangladesh has a treaty with
the federal government of In-
dia, state governments thems-
selves, being stake-holders in
the Ganges waters can, and cer-
tainly will, be reluctant, if not
downright unwilling. to part
with the Increasingly scarce
flow of waters.

One can perhaps outline two
options. First, a prolonged,
stretched-out regime of consul-
tations (we are quite familiar
with the long history of water
negotiations) that will lead to
nowhere. Second, a virtual-re-
ality situation of a drought-
stricken land facing imminent
Froces& of irreversible deserti-
ication will compel acceptance
of an ﬂll%‘lllflllilli{}ll plan
through link canal from the
Brahmaputra (an option
Bangladesh had totally rejected
earlier on a number of valid
grounds).

On the basis of one’s some-
what dated knowledge of elabo-
rate exercises that India is con-
ducting with Nepal and those
India herself has for her several
states in utilising the waters in
the upper reaches of the Ganges,
one could make a bold but logi-
cal prediction of having zero
water availability at Farakka.
This implies that actual avail-

Two women in Pakistan face difficult task ahead and are obviously relying on time since they
believe the regime is losing the impact it created in the name of clearing the Aegean stables left by
the democratic rulers. Moreover, General Mushraraf is charting his course cautiously. The
road ahead for Benazir and Kulsoom is rocky but is not insurmountable since they enjoy
the natural advantage of the flourishing democratic principle — corrupt politicians
must pay but not the system.

topsy-turvy political sce-
nario. There are signs that Kul-
soom Nawaz, wife of deposed
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharil,
may enter the political arena to

carry on Nawaz Sharif's man-

tle. Since General Pervez
Musharraf ousted the civilian
government through a military
take-over on October 12 last
year, she has refused to remain
confined as a mere housewife,
iving vent to her feelings about
1er husband's ouster on a polit-
ical note. Although eloquent,
hers had been more or less an
apolitical presence for several
months. The situation, how-
ever, appears to have changed
Her planned car procession
early this month to protest the
military rule was a strong indi-
cator of her political aspira-
tions.

That Kulsoom would be
barred from going ahead with
the anti-government demon-
stration was predictable. The
way she had been treated was
not. The car she was in was
towed away, a treatment many
found extremely unpleasant.
They felt that as the wife of a
former head of government,
Kulsoom should have been
treated better. It hinged on bru-
tality to many.

Will Kulsoom, who is yet to
establish her credentials as a
politician, be able to mount an
effective resistance against the
military government? It is all
the more pertinent when there
is little likelihood, especially at
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this point in time, that Sharif
will be out of prison soon. It is
also doubtful that whether Be-
nazir Bhutto, now in self-exile,
would be able to play an effec-
tive role towards resturinfg
democracy in the country. Dei-
initely, focus will now be on
these two ladies although
somewhat differently and it is a
coincidence that two leading
political figures in Pakistan are
likely to be women as in the
case of Bangladesh. In our coun-
try, the two lady politicians
have swapped their positions as
head of the government and
leader of the opposition but re-
mained firmly entrenched in
the political scenario. In India,

it is now a matter between
Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee and opposition leader
Sonia Gandhi. Evidently, in
Pakistan, it is still the jailed
Nawaz Sharif and his principal

political rival Benazir Bhutto,
who is abroad for a pretty long
time. But with Sharif likely to
remain behind the bar for a
considerably long time unless
the higher courts reverses the
verdict of a Karachi court that
handed him life sentences for
terrorisim,

Dengue and DCC

Sir, The best way to avoid
dengue infection is to avoid
mosquito bites. But how can we
avold 1t? Dhaka being a city of
garbage is a breeding ground of
mosquitoes carrying germ of
deadly dengue,

jarbage remains dumped at
different points of the city for
days together overflowing the
garbage containers provided by
DCC, But DCC is indifferent to
the sufferings of the city
dwellers.

The DCC Mayor is responsi-
ble for Keeping the city clean
and as an L*L'-{_'t(:d representative
he {s accountable to the elec-
torates to whom he made varl-
ous comniitments ahead of the
election. We sincerely hope that
soon the gnrha{ge problem will
be taken care of and the dengue
problem will be solved,

Ahmed Mohammad Farukh
324, Senpara Parbata
Mirpur, Dhaka-1216

River-erosion

projects

Sir, Tmlnln% projects on the
erosion is hugely expensive and
year after year, decade after
decade, fighting against the
mighty, unrelenting forces ol
nature, especlally in a delta re-
glon such as Bangladesh, where
several hundred rivers dis-

charge into the Bay of Bengal is
difficult indeed. The fact that
the rivers will change course
periodically has to be accepted,
at least partially.

Is there no other way to be in
tune with nature? Of course a
lot of scientific studies have
been made, but the philosophi-
cal and scientific approach to
the recurring problem may be
examined afresh for some new
approaches. The success stories
nFsuch projects may not be im-
pressive, as new areas may be-
come vulnerable in the future,

To lessen human suffering
due to displacement of home-
steads on the shore-line, some
sort of legislation may be con-
sidered to discourage or ban
human settlement within a cer-
tain distance of the shore (say
half a km), but agricultural ac-
tivities may be allowed. The
changing topography due to
natural forces have to be men-
tally accepted to a certain ex-
tent. This is not the case in the
case of recovering land from the
sea (as In Holland), as the dy-
namlic forces at play are more
controllable.

For new chars (sholas) com-
ing up in the southern regions
from time to time, there are
some laws defining restriction
of human activities, We seem to

be fighting a losing battle
against natural forces,
AMA

Dhaka

Kulsoom seems set to play a
role in the opposition politics.
Nawaz is also facing charges on
corruption and a verdict on this
count is expected by the time
this column is published. How
far Benazir and Kulsoom can go
towards toppling General Per-
vez Musharraf and thereby ex-
pediting restoration of democ-
racy?

True, there was little love
lost between the people and
Sharif's government when the
army seized power on October
12 last year, citing its economic
mismanagement and corrup-
tion. Likewise, very few had
shed tears for Benazir Bhutto
when her government was top-
pled by the executive power of
an otherwise ceremonial presi-
dent. Corruption was once
again the bane. Lust for wealth
has often sent politicians
plunging to abysmal depth of
unpopularity. Their family
members made enormous for-
tunes. Nawaz was overthrown
even though his government
had enjoyed more than two-
thirds majority in the National
Assembly.

While expressing concerns
and interests for dismissal ol
the elected government and
restoration of the same, there is
no point to sweep under the car-
pet unpopular activities of the
civilian governments which in
a way help undemocratic au-
thorities to step in even though
in principle 50#{10111 such a gov-
ernance is welcomed. Unfortu-
nately for the masses, corrupt

oliticians seldom take
essons! People want to be gov-
erned by their representatives
but are often betrayed morally.

The latest of the army ruler
in Pakistan, General Mushar-
raf seized the opportunity cre-
ated by the elected government
by committing excesses In
running the country and even
had trampled the Independence
of judiciary, However, he was
also favoured by the undercur-
rent of discord between the
army and the Nawaz govern-
ment over the Kargil conflict in
which the government was seen
as {'npitnﬁllmg Lo arch-rival
India and this had emboldened
the prospects of the military 1o
seize power. But all said and
done, military rule cannot be
an alternative for long to demo-
cratic governance. General
Musharraf has not imposed
martial law in Pakistan and as
such is not the chiel martial
law administrator. He has sus-
pended the constitution and
parliament. But in effect, it is a
military government and in
Pakistan such authorities last
long - eleven years both iIn
cases of General Ayub Khan
from 1958 to 69 and then Gen-
eral Zlaul Haq from 1977 to 88.
The new military strongman
often speaks about giving back

“real democraey” but is unwill-
ing to give a timeframne for re-
viving democratic governance.
The supreme court in last May
in a momentous judgement set
three years from the seizing of
power for the new authority for
restoration of the democratic
government. The political par-
ties were dismayed by the ruling
of the Supreme Court that vali-
dated the army taKe-over but
found a ray of hopes in the oth-
erwise dark cloud on the timing
of the civililan government.

Nawaz's Muslim League and
Benazir's People's Party
crossed swords in politics as
two main organisations but
came nearer on
restoration of democracy. This
is good sign for them as long as
they work together for ending
undemocratic government.
General Musharraf's crusade
against corruption was wel-
comed by general masses who
did not mind seeing several
politicians going to jail on this
account. But a few citizens these
days like to be seen as governed
by military or quasi-military
regimes. Besides, the new gov-
ernment in Pakistan during the
last nine months could not suc-
ceed in bringing back discipline
and buovancy in the much-
talked economic front. As such,
the euphoria against the politi-
cians is lost to at least some ex-
tent.

However, the task is daunt-
ing for the two major political
parties whose leadership is ef-
fectively at present entrusted:
with two women. Benazir is the
recognised leader while Kul-
soom Nawaz is not officially
conducting anyvthing but virtu-
ally seen as the real lorce by
hardcore party activists and
Nawaz lovalists. Two of her Key
supporters Tehmina Daulatana
and Javed Hashmi were taken
into custody the other day ap-
parently on corruption charges.
But the real objective seems to
be weaning away the hard-lin-
ers from the main force of the
Muslim League. Benazir is less
keen to return home fearing ac-
tions against corruption scan-
dals for which her husband Asif
Zardari Is already in jail. She is
not also confident about being
received well by the people
against the present regime. Kul-
sooom is inexperienced and
may run into trouble with some
leaders of the Muslim League
over the approach to the gov-
ernment. She has already ex-
pressed ignorance over a meet-
ing of a top party leader with
General Musharraf, who Iis
meeting politicians.

Two women in Pakistan face
difficult task ahead and are ob-
viously relying on time since
they belleve the regime is losing
the impact it created in the
name of clearing the Aegean
stables left by the democratic
rulers. Moreover, General
Mushraraf is charting his
course cautiously. The road
ahead for Benazir and Kulsoom
is rocky but is not insurmount-
able since they enjoy the natu-
ral advantage of the flourishing
democratic principle - corrupt
politicians must pay but not the
systemn.

matters of

ability at Farakka alter the
combined withdrawals at the

upper reaches of Ganges could
indeed become fairly negligible
forcing the issue of augmenta-
tion. ether this will happen
before our 1996 Treaty explires
in 2026 or after iIs, of course,
anyone's guess at this stage. One
needs to recognise the danger
signals to prepare well for an
almost certain difficult future,
unless, of course, In the mean-
while by some miracle the milk
of human kindness starts flow-
ing in abundance, In bilateral
terms and dare we hope, in
multilateral, regional context
as well,

The National Water Policy
(NWP) sums up the current
thinking of the government in
this exceedingly vital, multi-
dimensional sector. We find a
mention of “severe constraints,
such as the lack of control over
rivers, originating outside the
country's borders.” Should we
not have had the satisfaction of
gaining some control over one
of the most unportant rivers af-
ter signing the Trtati,/ more
than three and a half years
back? Should we not review ra-
tionally our position as regards
preserving, protecting and pro-
clalming our own national in-
terests in the water sector?

It is most intriguing that the
National Water Policy, neither
in its declaration nor in its
statement of objectives, men-
tions the need for seeking bilat-
eral and multilateral under-
standing and arrangements on
all international rivers/ all
major trans-boundary water
flows to ensure a permanent
protection of Bangladesh's his-
toric clalms and interests as the
lowest riparian state; and de-
velop and manage a regional,

i

ater Policy, 1999

co-operative regime of utilisa-
tion of the waters (n the three
basins in all forms for the bep.
efit of the peoples in the co-ri-
parian states,

The NWP appears to have
been prepared under a basie
presumption that our water
needs could be fully met with
waler resources availlable
within the territorial bounds of
the country. Even in this con.
text, serious problems of unau-
thorised, and as yet unex.
vlained, encroachment of water

odies like the Buringanga angd
the Turag has not been taken
note of suo moto by WARPO and
National Water Resources
Council (NWRC). The most vital
and substantial flows of exter.
nal inputs do not have much of
mention and unless our NWp
has this exceedingly crucial el-
eiments as a cormerstone, oar
seriousness to strive at all cost
to protect the historic rights
guaranteed under all relevant
international laws and con-
ventions will not be taken due
note of. But then the knowl-
edgeable experts in and outside
the government can hardly be
accused of being that naive, but
the question remains as to why
and how did this major and
significant lapse could come
about in the first place.

It is our firm belief that the
oints made above, and, r:r.
aps in other forums, will be

accepted as contributions to-
wards improving the contents
of the relevant policies and
strategies and fine-tuning the
national position and approach
in this vital sector of water re-
sources. While National Water
Policy states "Water Is ceéntral
to the way of life |{pn
Bangladesh”, we perhaps tend
to ignore the fact that the same
is equally true in case of the
lands and the peoples inhabit-
ing advantageously along the
upper reaches of all the major
rivers. Hence, the competition
for survival and wellbeing is
highly likely to become in-
creasingly intense and sharp
with no holds barred and pos-
sibly no goodwill. neighbourly
or otherwise, shown.

The author is a retired Secre-
tary to the Government and
former Ambassador to Mo-
rocco, Nepal and Zimbabwe,

Lest We Forget

AJUDDIN Ahmed. The
I first Prime Minister of
independent Bau‘f,ladesh.
The name that stands right
after Bangabandhu Shelkh
Mujibur ahman, for his
contribution to our inde-
pendence; for his leadership
during a critical period in our
history. It is his 75th birthday
tnda‘r_ﬁ
ajuddin Ahmed's involve-
ment in politics roots back to
his student days. His patrio-
tism; his intellect; his ability to
understand people were assels
that helped him in his political
caree€r.
In 1943 he became a member
of Muslim League's more pro-
gressive section. He was elected

Tajuddin Ahmed:
A Tribute

by Navine Murshid

National Assembly without no-
tice, AL'S non-cooperation
movement began. Under
Bangabandhu's supery
Tajuddin Ahrred '
the administrative direc
for the people and the ¢
during this time.

When Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman was arrested
and the war of liberation began,
Tajuddin Ahmed took charge in
his absence. It was perhaps at
this time he rose to his height
as a leader and an organiser
and brought the liberation war
to a successful conclusion defy-
ing all odds. When the govern-
ment was formed on April 10,
1971, he was elected the Prime
Minister. Within a very short

a councillor of Bengal Muslim
League in 1944, In 1947, after
partition, he worked for lan-
guage rights, economic freedom
and against communalism. On
January 4, 1948, East Pakistan
Chhatra League (today's
Bangladesh Chhatra League)
was formed and Tajuddin
Ahmed was one of its founders.
A year later, on June 23 he
helped to form the Awami Leau-
1¢. During the period of 1953 to
957, he was General Secretary
of Dhaka District Awami Leau-
1e. He became a member of the
rovincial Assembly by deleat-
ing the Muslim League's General
Secretary. Then he was ap-
pointed Cultural and Social
Welfare Secretary of the Awami
League. In 1962, he took a sig-
nificant part in the movement
against military rule in order to
revive democracy in the coun-
try. In 1964, when the AL was
restructured, he was made (ts
organisational secretary.
The period from 1966 was very
important, for him and for the
AL. He attended the opposition
parties' conference in Lahore. It
is there where Bangabandhu
announced AL's six-point de-
mand. In connection with the
six-point demand, Tajuddin
Ahmed was jalled. However, he
had to be released early the next
year following a mass uprising.
And this was the tiine when
Tajuddin Ahmed and Shelkh
Mujibur Rahman became very
close,
In 1970, he was elected
member of the National As-

sembly. When Yahva Khan

! postponed the meeting ol the

time, he effectively organised
the freedom fighters and inte-
grated the military and politi-
cal aspects of the war efforts. It
was at this time, when people
began to actually understand
the role of this leader. Until the
time when Bangabandhu re-
turned as the free leader of the
Bengali nation from Pakistan's
prison, on January 10. 1972,
Tajuddin Ahmed held fort.

On Bangabandhu's return, he
becamme the Minister of Finance
of the Government of the Peo-
ple's Republic of Bangladesh. He
vowed to bring in economic and
political stability, to recon-
struct the economy and to en-
sure economic development and
progress. However, he left his
ministerial office in 1974.

The separation of these two
great leaders is a dark story In
our history whose conse-
quences were terrible for the
nation. As is well-known, both
Bangabandhu and Tajuddin
met their tragic end at the
hands of anti-liberation forces.
In politics, he is a svinbol of in-
tegrity, Idealism. hard work
and devotion to his people. One
of his major contributions,
which was perhaps also one of
the reasons for his death, was to
ensure sovereignty by um-
earthing and destroyving Khon-
dokar Moshtak Ahmed's con-
Spiracy.

On the 75th birthday of the
person without whom the inde-

ndence of our country would
1ave been uncertain, we recall
his resplendent achievements,
and, we offer our heartfelt
homage to him.




