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Life threats can't

stop me, says
Hasina

KOTALIPARA, (Gopalganj)
July 22: Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina today said bomb, life
threat or obstructions could not
stop her efforts for establishing
thc_gcople‘s rights, reports UNB.

hreats and obstacles will
not be able to stop me from do-
ing good to the people. I am
ready to sacrifice my life for the
peop¥e". she said while address-
ing the inaugural function of
Kotalipara Municipal Water
Supply Project.

Referring to the planting of
explosives near her meeting
venue, the PM said she is not
afraid of death and vowed to
continue her work for people’s
welfare taking the risk.

Some 76 kgs of powerful ex-
plosives, planted in the ground
only 50 feel from the rostrum,
were recovered by a team of
Army on Friday.

Ignoring the bomb threats a

number of people from far
and near gathered at the func-
tion that virtually turned into a
public meeting.

Hasina recalled a similar
incident in 1986 when the ter-
rorists of the then government
had threatened her not to come
to Kotalipara.

"But I came delying the
threat. -Because | was never
afraid of such threat,” she said
adding "this time my admirers
also advised me not to come
here, but I've come.”

The Prime Minister said: °I
did not learn to be scared, | am
working for the people and | be-
lieve that life and death are in
the hiand of Almighty. 1 will live
as long as I am destined to live.”

She further said: | might
have been Killed on the black
night of August 15, 1975 when
all mmy relations — my father,

See page 12 col 3
Gopalganj bomb:
Intelligence yet
to find clue

By Special Correspondent

Intelligence agencies are try-
ing to find out the clue to
planting of the large metallic
device containing explosives near
the rostrum from where the
Primy® “WHrister addresse
public meeting at Kotalipara in
Gopalganj yesterday.

The 76 kg device was recov-
ered by Army personnel on Fri-
day.

Intelligence analysts and field
level operators of Directorate
General of Forces Intelligence
'DGFI), National Security Intelli-
gence (NSI) and Special Branch
(SB) and CID of police are fine-
combing large areas in Gopal-

anj and adjoining districts to
ind how such a large device
could be transported to Kotali-
para and planted there.

Questions are being raised
why the area around the ros-
trum was not kept under police
guard

Soue security experts said
that the agencies concerned and

lice did not 'sanitise’ both the

elipad and the rostrum at
least 72 hours before the rally.
Normally, a rostrum of the
Prime Minister is put under
round the clock surveillance and
armed guard immediately after

See page 11 col 4
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Restructure management & develop infrastructure, speakers demand

Speakers at a dialogue on the
country's port situation yester-
day said Chittagong port {s now
hostage to a handful of employ-
ees and demanded immediate
restructuring of its manage-
ment along with infrastructure
development.

They demanded that port
service be declared essential to
avoid work stoppage because
the situation is now virtually
choking the economy and the
export-oriented industries,

Organised by The Daily Star
and BGMEA, the dialogue held
at a local hotel was participated
by a wide range of port users,

Star Report

members of parliament, stake-
holders, donors and govern-
ment officials. It was moder-
ated by The Dally Star Editor
Mahfuz Anam.

Plagued by politically-
backed trade union activities,
Chittagong Port has already be-
come the costliest one in the
world. The port now faces the
danger belng tagged as an
‘exclusion zone by interna-
tional shipping lines, they sald.

The dialogue recommended a
set of immediate, mid-term and
long-term suggestions to make
the port efficient.

Short-term

recommendations

The short-term proposals
include introduction of green
channel at the port for customs
clearance to reduce check
points to seven from 42 now.

The speakers also recom-
mended privatisation of some
of the functions, such as allow-
ing private container handling
equipment and private 1CDs to
handle Import Laden Contain-
ers.

They also suggested ratio-
nalisation of charges basing on
productivity to match competi-
101S.

Medium term
recommendations

As medium term reconunen-

dations to be Implemented in
six months, the dialogue sug-

gested full computerisation of

ports and customs operations

and u]‘\n]ating and implementa-

tion of the master plan for all-

round development of Chit-

IugnnF port to facilitate ulti-
1

modal transport systen.
The roundtable also sug-
ested completion ol the

haka-Chittagong highway
and construction of an alterna-
See page 11 col 6

An empty cargo section at Bhomra Land Customs in Satkhira lacks minimum facilities for an office and storing imports

like rice, pulse and coal from India. Bhomra is very close to Calcutta by road.

— Star photo by AKM Mohsin

G8 asks India, Pakistan
to resume peace talks

NAGO, Okinawa. July 22:
The leaders of G8 countries is-
sued a joint statement on polit-
ical issues at the end of their
working dinner last night.

in the statement, the leaders
praised the steps taken by
Palestinian President Yasser
Arafat and Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Ehud Barak to reach an
agreement for permanent set-
tlement of all outstanding is-
sues related to Middle East cri-
Sis.

The statement pointed out
that the trilateral summit
meeting provides a real oppor-
tunity for achievement of a
comprehensive peace, based on
UN Security Council Resolu-
tions 242 and 338 and the
agreements of Madrid and Oslo.

The GB leaders’ statement on
regional issues ‘surprisingly’
starts with a call to India and
Pakistan to join international

From Monzurul Hugq

efforts to strengthen the non-
proliferation and disarinament
regime.

The statement said that the
level of tensions between India
and Pakistan remains a cause
of Iinternational concern. The
leaders called on the two coun-

Related story on page 6

tries to resume dialogue as soon
as possible for a sustainable
peace In the region.

According to some ob-
servers, the opening part of the
statement Is a clear reflection
of host country's position on
nuclear arms issue. Japan is a
vocal critic of nuclear prolifer-
ation.

The prominent mention of
South "Asian situation in GB8
statement also gives an indica-
tion that Japanese Prime Min-
ister Yoshiro Morl Is giving se-

rious consideration to his
forthcoming visit to three
South Asian countries includ-
ing Bangladesh.

Although it has not yet been
announced officially, Japanese
media have disclosed recently
that Mori is planning to visit
Bangladesh, India and Pak-
istan during the third week of
August

The main purpose of his
visit would be to pursue India
and Pakistan to sign the Com-
prehensive Test Ban Treaty
(CTBT)

In Bangladesh Mori is likely
to discuss issues related to
Japanese assistance,

AP adds: The Group of Eight
industrial powers vowed today
to help poor nations join the in-
formation technology revolu-
tion so they can one day leave

See page 12 col 6

PDB fails again to settle
Meghnaghat site issue

The Power Development
Board (PDB) has once again
failed to settle the Meghnaghat
power project site issue as per
schedule resulting in delay in
implementation of the project by
one more month, official
sources said yesterday.

Even two months after the
signing of a supplementary
agreement with US power coin-
pany AES to end all disputes
regarding lmndtn‘g over of the
100-hectare site for the M*“Iﬂ"'
naghat power plant, the PDB
could not get the Land Lease
Agrecinent (LLA) registered.

However, the sources said
registration and handing over of
the to AES would be done this
week. “All procedures for the
registration are now complete,”
one source safd.

As per the agreement be-
tween AES and PDB signed on
May 25, the LLA was supposed
to be registered by June 25.
Once the LLA Is registered, AES
would take over the site. But
PDB could not get it registered
due to its inefficiency, sources
sald.

The PDB-AES dispule over

By Sharier Khan

the project site cropped up In
December last year when AES
declined to take over the land
from PDB on the ground that It
was poorly developed. PDB said
in January this year that the
site was ready for handover.

However, after the May
agreement, PDB took Initiative
for registration of the LLA which
Is required for the transfer.

PDB obtained tax exemption
Irom the National Board ol
Revenue (NBR) for thelOO
hectare site owned by it, How-
ever, it overlooked paying one
per cent tax or obtaining ex-
emption of the same from the
Local Government and Rural
Development (LGRD) Ministry.
PDB took not of its mistake In
inid -June,

As the government decided to
exempt all taxes relating to this
site, PDB went to the LGRD
Ministry for tax exemption. But
due to bureaucratic tangles, the
{ssue continued to Hll%f:l' o1n.
“The tax exemption (tself would
ot be much In terms of taka.
But the procedure Is taking
longer than we expected,” said a
PFDB officlal. owever, last

week we obtained the exemption
from the Minlistry.”

AES was now preparing to
arrange finance for the project
from various lenders Including
the Aslan Development Bank,
IDCOL and others. The plant
would need around 300 million
dollars of investment. Around
30 1:1'! cent ol the amount
would come from AES' own
funds, sonrces said.

The project site was orlginally
h(‘hf‘illl]t'rl to be handed over to
AES In miid -July last year. But
due to failure of the land sie
contractor. PDB convineed AES
to take the site on November 15
without any Ligquidated Damage
(LD). But PDB could not hand
it over till January 3.

Schedules for setting up of
all components of the power
plant are now directly linked
with the LLA registration,
meaning that AES has to comn-
plete the project and go for
commercial operation 37
months atter the registration.

AES would have to pay a LD
of 45,000 dollars per dav If it
falled to meet ts deadline for

See page 12 col |
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BNP office ransacked

Narayanganj AL
declares Khaleda

persona non graia

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, July 22;
Local Awami League has de-
clared the Leader of the Opposi-
tion Khaleda Zia persona non
grata in the town.

This was announced by AKM
Shamim Osman, MP, at a rally
at Dilamond Hall Square in the
town today.

Narayanganj district and
city units of Awami League
jointly organised the rally to
protest attempt on life of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina at Ko-
talipara Iin Gopalganj and
kKilling of six BCL activists in
Chittagong.,

Alfter the rally, the AL ac-
tivists ransacked the city and
district BNP offices in Mandal-
para and Diamond Hall areas.

They also set fire to the por-
traits of Ziaur Rahman and
Khaleda

The city BNP leader Abdul
Majid blamed the ruling party
cadres for the attack

He said, the local AL cadres
led by BCL leader Abu Savem
Mithu ransacked the BNP ol-
fices

Engine of Qatar

Airbus
catches fire

By Special Correspondent

A Qatar Alrways Airbus 300
returned to the Zia Interna-
tional Airport (ZIA) shortly af-
ter take-off yesterday as one ol
its two engines caught fire

Aviation sources sald the
alrcraft with 173 passengers on
board had left ZIA at 7.52 am
for Qatar capital, Doha.

When it was leaving the cir-
cuit area of ZIA at 7,000 feet on
the air, the control tower de-
tected some emanating from Iits
left engine and ordered its cap-
tain to run a check.

The captain after detecting
the smoke declded to return
back to the airport or lurther
check.

The Civil Aviation Author-
ity of Bangladesh (CAAB),
alerted by the tower, ordered its
fire tenders and crew to take
emergency steps to tackle the
situation.

The aircraft landed safely at
8.40 am. Later, it left for Doha
after checking its engine and
instruments.,

A high CAAB officlal said
thiat it was not serious. "It might
have been due to power fluctua-
tion when extra fuel got into the

See page 12 col 3

ATTOCK. Pakistan, July 22:
A Pakistani court today sen-
tenced ousted prime minister
Nawaz Sharif to 14 years jall
for corruption and banned him
from public office for 21 years,

court officials said, reports
AFP.
Judge Farrukh Latif also

fined Sharif 20 million rupees
(380,000 dollars), with provi-
sion for an extra three years
jail if he fails to pay.

Sharif, who was ousted in a
military coup by General Pervez
Musharraf in October, was ac-
cused of tax evasion and con-
cealing assets. Sharif vehe-
mently denied the charges.

The case, filed by the Na-
tional Accountability Bureau
(NAB) headed by an army gen-
eral, related to the private im-
port of a Russian MI-8 heli-
copter in 1993,

Co-accused Sailfur Rehman,
who led the Sharif governmen-
t's anti-corruption bureau, was
acquitted of charges of abet-
ment and manipulating the
deal through a Qatari busli-
nessman

Sharlf heard the verdict
calmly and was allowed to
speak to reporters and his fam-
lly in the court after it was an-
nounced

See page 12 col |

Sharif banned from public
office for 21 years

14-year jail for tax evasion

Nawaz Sharif

Bangladesh will have to host
the 13th NAM Summit in early
September next year as per tra-
dition of the 1l4-member
global organisation

The Summit is necessary for
the member states to adopt any
relevant resolution before the
United Nations General Assem-
bly I[UNGA) session which be-

gins in the third week ol
September
If the government wants to

hold the Summit under a politi-
cal government, which most of
the member countries expect, it
will have to advance the next
general elections by about three
months, if not more. The tenure
of the present government ex.
pires on July 13 next year, con-
sidering the date of the first sit-
ting of the present Parliament

To hold the Summit under a
political government, the na-
tonal eléction will have to be
heldr rentatively In March, ei-
ther before or shortly after Eid-
ul-Azha, which falls on March
| 16. This will leave a few weeks
time for the Sumimit after for-
mation ol a 1new rniment
observers said

i
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Under political or

caretaker govt?

By M Anwarul Hagq

Otherwise, the Sununit will
have to be held under a care-
taker administration

[I the Awami League gov-
ernment decides to complete its
tenure, just as Its I_jrf‘{]t‘{f"--‘-.{}]'
BNP government did after 1991
polls, then there will a care-
taker administration during
the NAM Summit in September

The NAM Sumunit, held ev

f“r\lI I:lllf T\."IE!FH“ LH Ilirijlli1li1" .
thre ='-{ic1}, mega event where
sonie 50 to 60 heads of state or

government participale

The Summit is preceded by a
meeting of loreign ministers,
which is preceded by a mneeting
of senior officials. Normally
around 100 foreign ministers or
other ministers attend |
Summit and the foreign minis-
lers meet

The NAM Summit will be the
biggest international event in
Bangladesh. Holding of the
Summit 111 September is essen-
tial for building Bangladesh's
iniage i the world., diplomati
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The Dhaka Stock Exchange
(DSE) price index yesterday
dipped below 600 points, a level
it crossed on July 5 after long
20 months ‘

This week's trading began on
retail sale pressure pulling down
the benchmark All Share Price
Index to 586.20 points from
619.44 points at the close of
| previous week.

Market operators attributed

— - e ———m
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DSE price index
dips below 600 pts

By M Shamsur Rahman

the fall to retail which
forced the price index to shed
33.24 points

They said the pressure is 100
much for the market to absorb
in the absence of institutional
investors like the mutual funds

However. the institutional in-
estors said they are shaky to
invest in the market duce
massive price fall

o¢e page 11 col 8
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DSE support line at 535 points
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Ctg killing
One FIR-named
Shibir activist
arrested

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. July 22: Po-
lice today arrested one of the
main suspects in Bahaddarhat
carnage that left 8 people, in-
cluding 6 BCL activists Killed.

The FIR-named accused,
Salahuddin, was arrested from
a madrassah in Bakalia at 1]
am today

A special team, comprising
| deputy commissioner (North) of
CMP. assistant commissioner

f Panchlaish police and offi-

(8]
cer-in-charge of Bakalia Police
| Station raided Masjidia Is-
| lamia Madrassah and arrested
| Salahuddin from a room

[he team also arrested prin-
cipal of the madrassah, Osman

Ghani. tor giving shelter to
| The FIR was lodged accusing

LIVISLS

| 30 Shibir at including

| Salahuddin on July 12
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| APAC calls
" hartal in
Ctg today

From Stalf Correspondent
|  CHITTAGONG, July 22: Se-
| curity has been beeled up in the
| port city ahead ol tomorrow's
| dawn-to-dusk hartal called by

the All-Party Acti nmit-
| tee [APA
. APAC called the hartal
| protesting arrest of eight people,
| including two Jamaat leaders
' ‘.*'af"[ﬂ.l_ﬂ
- Shamsul Islam, General
| Secretary of the city unit of Ja-

I SecC-

| maat-e-Islami and membse

| retary of APAC, was arrested
| alongwith seven others
Police said they were ar-
rested on tLLIE;*' ol their at-
tempts to create unrest in the
citv

Meanwhile, police have been

S ;-’I'_,_f -i., "]

| Clariﬁcat'on

[he Institute of Ej |
ogy, Disease Control and Re
search (IEDCR) has issued a
clarification on Dailv Star

I l'u.-;t that the SOVETIILIE nt lab-
oratory 1S using date-expired
reagents for testing dengue

virus

The report headlined "Govt
Lab using date-expired reagents
for delngue (esis wWas | ublished
on July 19

'he clarification signed by
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