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Cultural evenin% Surobani presents an evening of
€

1 ‘ghe Madol Baje®. Venue: Indian
High Commission Cultural Centre auditorium,
Road. Dhanmondi. Time: 7-15 pm.

exhibition: the drd solo painting
Mohammad Fakhrul

/765 Satmasjid

Islam will be

inaugurated. Venue: Zainul Gallery, Fine Arts Institute. Dhaka

University. Time: 5.00 pm.

Sylhet Division Development Parishad rally:
The Parishad will hold a rally demanding steps to protect the

people from dengue infection. Venue: Topkhana Road. Time: 5

pim.

Seminar: on “Green Energy Revolution Ahead: Potentials
for Bangladesh™, organised by the Institution of Engineers,
Bangladesh. Venue: IEB mini hall. Time: 4 pm.

Officers’ Club AGM: e 32nd annual general

meeting of the Officers’ Club of Dhaka will be held. Venue: Club

premises. Time: 5 pm.
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British film show: two films will be screened as part
of the ‘British Filin Week', organised by the British Council and
Lever Brothers Bangladesh Ltd. The films are ‘With or Without
you at 4.30 pm and ‘Notting Hill' at 7 pm. Venue: British

Council auditorium.

Andrei

Tarkovsky

retrospective:

‘Nostalgia’ and The Sacrifice’ by Russian filmmaker Andrel
Tarkovsky will be screened. Zahir Raihan Film Society has
organised the event. Venue: German cultural centre. Time: 5 pm.

Dress exhibition: Kay Kralt has organised a three-

day exhibition. The inaugural ceremony will be held at 4

1.

Venue: Alliance Francaise de Dhaka. Time: 4 pm to 8 pm daily.

SCIentlflc seminar: On “lmportance Of Zinc For
Child Health™. jointly organised by Bangladesh Institute Of
Child Health, Dhaka Shishu Hospital and Medical Services
Department of Orion Laboratories Ltd. Venue: Dhaka Shishu
Hospital auditorium. Time: 11 am.

Seminar: ‘Health for All" will hold a seminar on “Eyesight
for All and Eye Tests™. Speaker: Prof Altaf Hossain. Venue
Gonoshasthya Nagar Bhaban, House No 14/E, Road No 6,

pPhanmondi R/A. Time: 5.30 pm

Thundershowers likely

Ligh

temporary

t to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by
gusty wind is likely to occur at most

places over

Dhaka, Chittagong, Barisal and Khulna divisions and at many
places over Rajshahi and Sylhet divisions with moderately
heavy to heavy falls at places over Chittagong, Khulna and
Barisal divisions till 6 pm today, reports UNB.

Day temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the
country during the period, Met Office said.

The country's highest temperature recorded vesterday was
34.2 degree Celsius at Sylhet and the lowest 24.0 degree Celsius

at Chittagong and Sylhet.

The sun sets in the capital today at 6.47 pm and rises on

Sunday at 5.24 am.

Maximum and minimum

temperature and humidity

Dhaka in the city yesterday.

Jffhn :\

w
o -

! !;'.jj ;"HH--

Minister for Agriculture Motia Chowdhury inaugurated an exhibition of Satranji, local
traditional carpets, at La Galerie, the new multi-purpose hall of Alliance Francaise de

— Star photo

SYLHET, July 21: Countryv's
northeastern districts have
been under threat of rapid de-
sertification due to continued
silting of rivers, haors. canals
and croplands in the region, re-
ports UNB.

Sands carried by floodwa-
ters from across the border
have silted up most of the
rivers, canals and haors of the
region, hampering agricultural
activities,

Inhabitants of six upazilas
In Sunamganj district are the
worst victims of silting

Some B0.000 acres of land in
Sadar, Tahirpur. Biswamb-
harpur, Dharampasha. Duara-
bazar and Chhatak have
virtually turned into deserts as
those are covered with sands.

Agriculture officials said
hundreds of tons of sands enter
the country through river Mo-
gai in Sunamganj and
Biswambharpur. Maharam in
Tahirpur, Chilai and Khasia-
mara in Durabazar, Sumesh-
wari in Dharampasha. Ovel

recarded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:
‘ - - Temperature ., ity i
> in Celsius T
S ¥ SMax * ~ ™Win Morning ‘Evéning” |’
Dhaka 29.7 25.7 83 81
Chittagong 30.2 240 85 87
Rajshahi 32.8 26.0 86 83
Khulna 280 242 100 100
Barisal 28.0 245 92 920
Sylhet 342 24.0 79 34
Cox’s Bazar 27.0 243 90 6

HERE and THER

IS |

Reuters Foundation
workshop ends

A five-day training work-
shop on journalism under the
auspices of Reuters Foundation
ended in the city yesterday, re-
ports BSS.

Twelve journalists, having
experience of at least three
years. took part in the work-
shop conducted by Gill Tudor
and Nick Louth of Reuters
Foundation.

At the concluding ceremony.
Gill Tudor gave away certifi-
cales among the participants
Reuters Dhaka Bureau Chief
Anis Ahmed was present on the
occasion

Mongla Port
Sramik Sangha

BAGERHAT, July 21: The bi-

ennial general election of the

21 -member executive council of
Mongla Port Sramik Sangha
was held here Thursday, reports
UNB.

Shahjahan Shikari and
Mostafizur Rahman were
elected as president and general
secretary respectively.

Shahjahan bagged 2,457
votes while his nearest rival
Khalilur Rahman 2,073 and
Mostafiz got 2,667 votes while
his rival Sirajul Islam, 2,484
votes,

A total of 5,127 voters. out of
09.921. cast their votes in the
polls.

‘Siraj ganj embankment
threatened

Strong current and
whirlpool in the Jamuna
(Brahmaputra) have severely
threatened the Iwo-year old
two-kilometre Sirajganj town
protection embankment despite
recession of the water lm*v[ of
the river at all points, officials
sald today, reports BSS.

Reports from Sirajganj said
residents of the town fear that
Tk 3.75 crore embankment will
collapse at several vulnerable
areas including its hard point
threatened by the current and
whirlpool caused by excessive
flow in the past several days.

Officials said that the strong

current has been constantly
hitting the hard point of the
embankment threatening its
launching approach.

The embankment was faced
with similar problem last yea
and authorities had to under-
take emergency measures 1o
save the structure as well as the
town.

Meanwhile, Flood Forecast-
ing and Warning Centre (FFWC)
has sald that rivers of the
country’s four basins — the
Brahmaputra, Ganges, Meghna
and South Eastern Hill Basin —
registered recession at most
points and were likely to fall
further in the next two days de-

Milad mahfil

Local people yesterday ar-
ranged a milad mahfil and feed-
lng of the destitute after Juma
prayers at East Nakhalpara i
the clgr in memory of Badrul
Alam Biplob! who was gunmned

1 by terrorists on July 4,
reports .

spite projected downpour all
over,

The Meteorological Depart-
ment said the heavy rains in
Chittagong, Barisal and Khulna
regions were likely to continue
for the next one or two days as
the monsoon was still very ac-
tive in the Bay of Bengal. ~

A statement of the met office
also said a low over West Bengal
of India yesterday has now
moved north-westwards.

The highest rainfall in the
last 24 hours ending yesterday
morning was recorded at 117
millimetres at Kutubdia, fol-
lowed by 107 at Sandwip, 102 at
Malzdicourt and 81 at Chit-

létgung,

Internet facility
at JU

From JU Correspondent

Jahangirnagar University
(JU) added Internet facility to
its list of facilities Thursday
with the logging in to the in-
formation superhighway.

Vice Chancellor of the uni-
versity Prof Abdul Bayes [hau-
gurated the Internet connection
at the 'Computer and Informa-
tion Technology Institute’ in
the morning.

Addressing the inaugural
eeremony, Prof Abdul Baves
sald since development activi-
ties Including education, re-
search, business, Iindustry and
culture depend on Internet to a
ﬂm. extent, Jahangirnagar

niversity has brightened its
possibilities of survival in the
competitive age of information
technology.

20.000 acres of land on the
vicinity of Kharchar haor in
the district have gone under H-6
feet sand.

Some 40.000 acres of land in
Fahirpur and Biswambarpur
upazilas have also been threat-
ened with desertification,
wrecking the livelihoods ol
over 50,000 people.

Thousands of acres of farm-
land in Moulvibazar have also
been mltm::-rg:rtl with sands
coming down from Tripura and
Assam through the rivers
Mano, Dholai and Juri.

The silts carried by floodwa-
ters have also covered the
arable lands in Kamalganj, Ku-
laura, Rajnagar and Baralekha
upazilas of the district

Sands coming through
rivers Surma and Kushiara
have also covered arable lands
in Companiganj, Goainghat,
Jointapur, Kanaighat and Za-
kiganj upazilas of Sylhet dis-
trict.

Situated at the foot of Khasia
mountain, Companyganj up-
azila of the district is entirely

Northeastern dists threatened'

with desertification
Most of the rivers, canals silt up

dependent on rivers Dholai and
Piain for farming. But the two
rivers are slowly going to die
due to massive siltation, affect-
ing agricultural works in the
upazila

Most of the rivers in the re-
gion burst their banks during
monsoon and dry up well before
the winter, disrupting move-
ment of river traffic

To overcome the problem,
Water Development Board
(Sunamganj circle) had sent a
proposal to Water Resources
Ministry for dredging 70,000
cubic feet of silt in 10 rivers ol
the district. But its proposal ap-
pears to have fallen into deal
ears.

Sylhet Water Development
Board has also taken up a Tk 41
crore project to dredge river Pi-
ain in Companiganj, but this
project profile too remained
shelved.

Besides, the board had sent
another project proposal,
“Current River Development
project”, involving Tk 38 crore,
to the Ministry. But action on
this proposal Is too slow

Gallery Chitrak, a centre of fine arts, was inaugurated in the city yesterday with the
opening of a 15-day-long painting exhibition of new and old artists.

—Star photo

Jubo
presided over the meeting that
condemned the killing of Abu
Naser Mohammad Russel.

Tributes p.z_l_i&
to Col Taher

By Staff Correspondent

Speakers at a rally yesterday
paid tributes to veteran freedom
lighter Col Taher for his life-
long struggle to eliminate the
sufiering of the people

The speakers were address-
ing the second session of the
18th central education camp of
Bangladesher Samajtantrik
Dal (BSD). The 24th anniver-
sary of death of Col Taher was
also observed yesterday

Held at the auditorium of
Bangladesh University of Engi-
neering and Technology. the
meeting was addressed by BSD
chief
Halder Chowdhury and Sud-
hansu Chakraborti.

Congratulations

The University of Dhaka
conferred M.Phil degree on Hi-
noy Chandra Barman for his
thesis entitled “Trends in Mod-
ern Semantics: Problems and
Principles of Theorisation”.
Says a press release,

He completed research under
the supervision of Dr Rajib
Humayun Kabir in the depart-
ment of Linguistics

Harman obtained his MA de-
grevoan English Langoage from
the same university securing
the first position in the exami-

nation of 1992,

1alequzzaman, Munibul

Police raid on
BNP leader's
house condemned

By Staff Correspondent

BNP secretary general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan has strongly
protested the police raid on the
Dhaka residence of party's
Gournadi unit leader Abul Hos-
sain Miah

In a statement yesterday, he
said the police in the name of
rald has harassed the opposi-
tion leader and his family
members. Bhuilyan said though
the AL activists have resorted to
a reign of terror across the
country, police instead of ar-
resting them have started to ha-
rass opposition members.

He said that all leaders and
activists of BNP and its front
organisations at Gournadi
thana have become the victims
of repression by the lawenfore-
ing agencies.

Mannan Bhulyan has asked
the government to stop such ha-
rassment of opposition ac-
fivists,

Rajshahi clash
From page 12

complex and private clinics,

The clash was sequel to an
incident on July 19 in which
BCL activist Anwar was beaten
up by JCD men at Bagha High
School playground

He was admitted to the
health complex and a case was
filed in this connection accus-
ing some BNP and JCD ac-
tivists,

Both used

the groups

firearms and handmade bombs |

during the clash

JCD activists chased awayv |

the BCL activists from the col-
lege campus and later ran
sacked local Awami League of-
fice

Bagha upazila Awami League
prt'.ﬁi(h*m Abdus Samad filed a
case accusing 24 activists ol
JCD including upazila JCD
president Selim and general

secretary Mukul under Public _.

Safety Act (PSA)

None was arrested in this
connection till filing of this re-
port at 7:30 pm today.

Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal organised a discussion on Col
Abu Taher at the National Museum auditorium yester-

day to mark his 24th death anniversary.

-~ Star photo

BAGERHAT, July 21: Ruling
yarty's youth and peasant
}runta have called a half-day
hartal In the town tomorrow

(Saturday) to protest the k"u“F
of Jubo League leader Russel,
reports UNB.

Jubo League and Sramik

League called the hartal follow-

ing
joint meecting held here Thurs-

day,

a declision taken in their

District vice-president of
League Asad Sarder

The Awaml League youth
front leader was killed by

anrmed assallants at Ranobljoy-

pur in the town on July 16.

ALWC meets
July 25

A meeting of the Working
Committee of Bangladesh
Awami League will be held at
Ganobhaban on July 25 at 7:30
pm. reports BSS.

Awaml League chiel and
Primme Minister Sheikh Hasina
will preside over the meeting

Jamaat
From page 12
cushion the blow.

A senlor Jamaat leader ob-
serves that the Chittagong
killing and the subsequent
drives against the party have
hit it pretty hard and it would
be very difficult to repair the
damage.

Sources in the four-party
opposition alllance fear that
Awami League would also try to
project the BNP-led alllance as
"anti-Liberation forces.”

A well-placed source in AL
meanwhile confirmed the ap-
prehension and said the ruling
party is eager to ride on the
anti-Jamaat and it will portray
the combine as an axis of anti-
liberation elements ahead ol
the next parliamentary polls
At the same time, the ruling
party would continue its effort
to create a rift in the alliance.

The BNP has decided to re-
frain from taking a stand in
favour of Jamaat regarding the
Chittagong incident. "It also
means that Jamaat does not
have a [riend to stand by
side,” was how a BNP leader put
it.

He said although Jamaat
had sought support of the main
opposition party for a united
stand on the issue, the BNP ad-
vised it to defend its position
and resist the government pro-
paganda on its own.

AL sources said prune min-
idrer-and AL president Sheikh
Hasina has asked pasty leaders
and activists as well as like-
minded socio-cultural organi-
sations to Intensify the cani-
paign against the anti-libera-
tion ltorces so that AL can ride
on the sentiment to win the na
tional election

Meanwhile, Jamaat claimed
that a total of 203 Jamaat and
Shibir activists were arrested
till Thursday in the country
since the July 12 incident in
Chittagong.

Besides, it said, more a large
number of activists were
wounded in attacks by police
and Chhatra League in 20 dis-
tricts including Chittagong
Rajshahi, Khulna, Laxmipur,
Dinajpur, Jessore, Bagerhat
Kushtia, Jhenaidah and Farid-

pur

[.ink Road

From page |

to take up the plan to facilitate
their business in the middle
class residential areas

But Rajuk Chairman M Az-
izul Haque said when com-
pleted, the TK 30.61 crore pro-
ject would greatly facilitate
movement of traffic from
Manik Mia Avenue and Rokeva
Swarani and Panthopath areas
The project is now awalting ap-
proval by the Planning Com-
mission.

He said that with the con-
struction of Bangabandhu Con-
vention Centre near Chan-
drima Uddyn and the planned
Secretariat in the area, traffic
movement will increase mani-
fold and Indira Road will 'serve
as a relief ' for the city dwellers

Haque mentioned that Ra-
jabazar area has a large popu-
lation but no wide rutnhmhxm;j
through it.

We will compensate the
land owners with cash or if nec-
essary. they will have the op-
tion of getting plot at Uttara,
the Chairman said

But residents said the project
would not only destroy residen
tial character of the areas but
also contribute to destruction
of many architecturally impor-
tant buildings there

“The plan includes acquisi-
tion of land on one side of In-
dira Road from Manik Mia Av-
enue to Boubazar and then on
another side up to Panthopath.
Many small plot owners will
lose evervthing,” said a resident
of the area

Another resident said the
project was initiated by some
big businessmen’ planning to
construct multistoried build-
ings in the area.

‘It Is quite unreasonable and
difficult to understand why
they should destroy the residen-
tial areas where at least three
major roads are linking Pan-
thopath with Manik Mia Av.
enue and other arcas on the
northern side,” another resi-
dent sald,

The Rajuk Chatrman admit-
ted that they had received ‘quite
a few’ objections from the resi-
dents but said for any develop-
ment scheme, ‘it Is quite nor-
mal. He said the land for the
imoject would be ‘acquired even-
v,

Its

conveyved it to the

From page |

helipad has already been con-
structed there.

It was learnt that the explo-
slves planted in the ground was
discovered acclidentally on
Thursday when a tea boy from a
local stall detected some wires
protruding out from the ground
close to the rostrum. The tea
boy informed local people who
\ ocal Union
Council Chalrman

On receipt of information,
an Army team of explosives ex-
perts was sent from the Jessore
Cantonment yesterday morn-
ing. They immediately re-
irieved the explosive material.
Police did not put a security
cordon around the rostrum as a
protective measure normally
done on such occaslons

Army officlals, giving a de-"

scription of the device sald it
looked like a small drum made
ol cast iron. The cylinder
shaped container has a lid on
the top, secured by welding. The
device has two handles for car-
rving it. The device was covered
with dust carbon and packed in
a polythene sheet. It was filled
with an anti-lifting device. The

Spl arrangement
to bring back 800
Bangladeshi
workers

from Malaysia
By Staff Correspondent

The government has made
special arrangements to bring
back the Bangladeshi workers
declared 'illegal’ by Malaysia.

Labour and Employment
Minister Abdul Mannan told
the BBC last night that the 800
illegal’ Bangladeshi workers in
Malaysia will be returning
home under a special arrange-
ment. He said the special ar-

rangement will begin in a day

or two

l'he minister said that these
workers were declared illegal
lollowing expiry of ténure of
their services in Malaysia. He
added that about 1.5 lakh
Bangladeshis are working in
Malaysia legally at present

The minister
that the Prime Minister during

her visit to Malaysia on July 30

will discuss the issue of allow-
ing more Bangladeshis to work
in Malaysia

The minister also said that
laws will be strengthened re-
garding export of manpower by
private organisations Ilrom
H.!Hj_{l.i{lt'“uh in view 0]
widespread allegations of irreg-
ularities

BFTA to protest
‘police attack'

Bangladesh
Teachers Association
will stage demonsitration at dis
trict headquarters across the
country on July 25 protesting
Thursday's ‘police attack’ on
school and tulh"gr' teachers at
langail and Rajshahi, reports
UNB

The decision was taken at an
emergency meeting of the execu-
tive body of the federation with
acling chairman Azizul Islam
in the chair vesterday

Mass procession
From page |

tivities in the country while the
police are being lorced to ensure
security of the AL terrorists.
The BNP Secretary General
said police are not being al-

lowed (o arrest the terrorists
. because the terrorists are the
close relatives of AL MPs. Min-

isters and even head of the gov-
ernment

Bhuivan strongly criticised
the Prime Minister's remarks
and said her provocative state-
ments and remarks will push
the country towards civil war.

He said it is wise for the PM
to resign inmediately if she has
minimum respect (o democracy
and rule of law

The BNP leader
party leaders and

the
li[

.!\l\"il

daCllvisis

| city and district levels to take

— ——

clals

complaint
minister Amua with the Election
Commission of violating elec-
toral code of conduct by avail-

ing
hastings

massive preparation lor July 25
[nmass procession ]HHL’_[-IIII!IIU
and urged the countrymen to
join the programme

Presided over by city BNP
President Sadek Hossain
Khoka MP. it was addressed

among others, by Abdus Salam
Kazi Abul Bashar, Chowdhun
Alam, Golam Morshed. Nabiul-
lah Nabi, Sajjad Chowdhury
and Abdul Latil

Elen demands

From ikl?l' |
Anu
She sounght their nnmediate
removal” lrom Jhalakati lorn

the sake of a lree and 1air elec-
tion

Her late husband Zulfikar
was a Jativa Party MP loval to
the JP laction led by Anwar
Hossain Manju, the communi-
cations minister of the "con-
sensus government” of Awamt
League

sShe

has already lmlg-‘ti

against the food

oflticial flacilities in the

Ruundl;lple

From page

Ing mport and export needs of
our Fl'n‘n'ing CConomy

The day-long event, starting
at 10 am, will try to address the
ports’ Infrastructure problems,
procedural problems and socio-
political problems in three sep-
arate sessions, to be followed by
a concluding seminar where
specific recommendations will
be adopted Iin presence of offi
concerned and decision
makers.

76 kg time bomb found

helght of the device is eleven
inches, diameter 16 Inches an
circumference four inches.

The device was very lethal,
an official said “Four electric
wires were jutting out from the
sides of the cylinder shaped
container. which indicates
connection to electric dentona-
tors, he said.

mentioned

Federation of
(BFTA)

The device §s now being ex-
amnined by experts |n Jessore
Cantonment.

Prime Minister Shiekh
Hasina who is now on a two-day
trip to Gopalgan| told a fung-
tfon at Tungipara yesterd
evening,” 1 am not afrald ©
death as it is Inevitable and Wm
come when God will desire, The
Almighty Allah send people 10O
the world to perform some du-
ties and they will not die till the
work is done.”

Jawadul Karim, Press Secre-
tary to the Prime Minister, told
The Daily Star last night that
despite detection of the device,
the Prime Minister will keep
her programme at Gopalgan|
unchanged. She will address the
scheduled rally at Shiekh Lut-
fur Raliman Govt College al Ko-
talipara this morning.

Gopalgan) police. mean-
while, arrested three persons
last night on charge of planting

the explosive device, BSS re-
ported

BNP: Zila Parishad
From page |

with Articles 7 and 11

Article 59 of the Constitu-
tion savs only elected represen-
tatives of people will run and
administer local government
bodies and there is no scope for
any indirect election, Moudud
pointed out

“"We are not against of the
Act as a whole We are against
the two specific provisions,” he
said

He said in the Act. there are a
number of conditions and req-
uisite qualifications to be a
Chairmian. but not a single con-
dition or quali on 1o be an
administrator

he Act allows a loan de-
faulter, a convict, or any other
person to be the administrator
of a Zila Parishad, he pointed
out

Moudud said the AL govern-
ment had suspended Articles 59
and 60 while passing the 4th
amendment to the Constitution
in Januarv 1975 to introduce
one-party BKSAL system. BNP
revived it after 15 vears through
the 12th amendment to the
Constitution, he said

If Mayor of a City Corpora-
tion Upazila Chairman,
Pourasbha Chairman and UP
Chairmman can be elected di-
rectlyv. why not Zila Parishad
Chairman?” he asked

Replying to a question,
\ruu!mi said, Justice Sha-
]L*I‘le']l[t Ahbhimed's verdicl re-
:;imhu;_: the 8th amendment and
his explanation on Article 59 in

1992 are "historical™. But as
President, he did not play his
due role regarding the Zijla
Parishad Act and the Chit-

tagong Hill Tracts agreement.
Moudud said

BNP leaders Advocate Khan-
daker Mahbubuddin Ahmed,
Barrister Aminul Haq MP, Bar-
rister Mahbubuddin Khokon
and Jamaat -e-Islami leader
Advocate Shaikh Ansar Al
also spoke at the press conler-

ence. BNP leaders Salahuddin
Ahmed MP. Ahmed Nazir and
some other lawvers were also
preseiil

Ctg police

From page 1

transport service three davs ago
at a place near CMP headquar-
ters. But ould vet arrest
them

Muggers also recently took
away Tk 10 lakh ot a business
house from Momin Road near
Chittagong City Corporation of-
{ice where }‘:J]]tt‘ jorces were
present

Police so far failed to recover
the money nor arrested the cul-
prits

Many other incidents ol |
mugging took place at diflerent |
places of the city but most of
those remained unreported,
sources said

A 'free style’ mugging took
place in front of Enavetbazar
Women's College on Wednesday
night but no police action was
taken so far in this regard

Incidents of mugging in
front of DC hill near Nan-
dankanon police camp were re-
ported frequently

pPUALE §

G-8 summit

From page |

dress: The anger of OKinawans
unhappy about America’s huge
militarv presence here. Upon
his arrival today. Clinton de-
livered a speech to the people of
Okinawa, and promised to “re-
duce our footprint on this is-
land” by completing a 27-step
process of consolidating US
bases on the island

We take seriously our re-
sponsibility to be good neigh-
bours. and it is unacceptable to
the United States when we do
not meet that responsibility.”
Clinton said

A small group of demonstra-
tors shouted "Get rid of the
bases!” while Clinton visited
the Cornerstone of Peace
memorial., The day belore,
demonstrators formed a human
chain around a major US air
base on the island.

The memorial, similar to
the Vietnam memorial in

Washington, bears the names of
237,318 ]wulnlv soldiers and
civilians on both sides — who
died during the battle for OKi-
nawa, one of the fiercest of
World War 11

Clinton came here from nine
days of tense negotiations over
the Middle East at the Camp
David presidential retreat In
Marviand, and aldes suggested
that he might cut his stay short
to hurry back to the peace talks.




