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Rangpur
newsmen's

protest

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR, July 19 : Journal-
ists of different national, regional,
local dallies and weeklies here on
Tuesday brought out a silent
Elroccsaion in protest against

lling of journalist Shamsur
Rahman recently.

The processionists paraded the
streets of the town carrying ban-
ners. Later on marstagcdasit -In
in front of the offices of Deputy
Commissioner and Police Super
of Rangpur. They submitted
memoranda to them requesting
to send the memoranda immedi-
ately to the Home Minister for
taking prompt action to bring
culprits to book.

Speaking at the gathering the
speakers condemned the killing
and termed it an attack on free-
dom of press and sald that the
journalists community had been
suffering from insecurity follow-
ing barbarous killing of a dedi-
cated journalist like Shamsur
Rahman.

They also protested sheer
indifference of police in arresting
the culprits involved in the inci-
dent. They demanded immediate
police step to ensure security of
local journalists.

The protest rally was organised
under the auspices of Bangla-
desh Sangbadik Samity.

Phensidyl
recovered:
3 arrested

From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, July 19: Police
arrested three people and recov-
ered 705 bottles of phensidyl
from their posscssion at the West
toll plaza.

A squad of police arrested
Salama Khatun, 34, wife of Abdul
Karim, Azizur Rahman, 45, son of
Shamimuddin both from
Dinajpur and Monirul Islam, 46,
son of Golam Mandal of Rajshahi.

They were arrested by police at
the West End of Bangabandhu
Bridge on Sunday at about 4-40

pm.
Police seized the contraband 1

and arrested the three for their j

alleged involvermnent of carrying it.

A freedom
fighter
in distress

From Our Correspondent

NETRAKONA, July 19: Here is
the painful story of a Freedom
Fighter who was awarded 'Bir
Protik’ for his bravery during the
Liberation War in 1971, is now a
defeated soldier.

Habilder Khalilur Rahman has
now been struggling a grim battle
for survival. He has been living
in great hardship.

Now he is landless and suffer-
ing from complicated diseases.
His wife is also in a sickbed for a

long time. She has no proper |

treatment {acility.

Khalilur Rahman was a mem- |
| make the rural economy indus-

ber of the East Bengal Regimental
Centre at Sholoshahor

Sector No-One.

Bangladesh Government
awarded him the gallantary
award of '‘Bir Protik' for his brav-
ery during our Liberation War,

After the liberation of Bangla-
desh he joined the Bangladesh
Army and was promoted to
Hablilder.

During Ershad’s regime he was
completed to take forced retire-
ment without pension and other
facilities.

Now he has been urging the
government (o mitigate his suf-
[erings.

Two killed in
Moulvibazar

road accident

From Our Correspondent

MOULVIBAZAR, July 19: Two
people were killed and 45 others
injured In a bus accident on
Moulvibazar-Kulaura road near
Luhajuni Tea Garden under
Kulaura upazila on Thursday.

One of the dead was identified
as Md Saju 20. Identification of
another victim, a child, could not
be known.

According to police, the acci-
dent occurred when a Kulaura-
bound passenger bus fell into a
roadside ditch after the drover
lost control.

The injured were rushed to
Mulvibazar Sadar Hospital and
Kulaura Upazila Health Complex.

Acascwasﬂledunﬂlthelocal

police in this connection.
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Chittagong in 1971. He fled away |
from the cantonment and joined |
the Liberation War. He fought in |

Tk 170-cr programme to salvage
North Bengal Paper Mills

PABNA, July 19: Dogged by
staggering losses for the last 26
yvears, authorities have taken up
a BMRE programme, involving Tk
170 crore, to salvage the s
North Bengal Paper Mills (NBPM),
reports UNB.

The BMRE programme is
expected to begin within a month
or two.

Officlal sources sald NBPM,
the lone paper mill in the north-
ern region, incurred a loss of Tk
216 crore from 1975 till June this
year, raising its overdue loan to
Tk 30 crore.

Although the mill has the
capacity to produce 60 metric
tons of paper a day, it now pro-

duces only 25-30 mts, the offi-
clals said.

They said highest 11,571 mts
of papers were produced in 1993-
94 fiscal against its annual target
of 15,000 mts.

Now its annual production
volume has reduced to 7,500 mts

due to fall in production capacity

of its paper machines, crisis of

raw materials, water and neces-
funds,

Set up in 1970 on 133.54 acres
land on the bank of the Padma at
Pakshi in Iswardl upazila, the
sick mill has 131 officlals and
1,138 workers.

However, the authorities in
their efforts to keep on produc-

tion in the mill ha;gc introduced
proocaa or producing
pu?cm&

It now produc:a 20 25 mts
recycled pulp with waste papers
everyday, %:1 down its
monthly lusa to Tk 40 lakh from
Tk one crore.

“Even though it {s considered a
sick unit, the mill has a bright
prospect as its present produc-
tion capacity can be raised to 40
mits a day,"” sald an NBPM official
declining to be named.

He sald production cost of the
mill would also come down sub-
stantially after the installation of
gas facility in it repla furnace
oill use. It will also help give a

ulp supply from
sugar 8, he ed.

T to the news agency, the
NBPM Director said
now the mill needs capl-
tal of Tk 10 crore to keep it opera-
tive. "I have requested the
government for this," he said.

Meanwhile, Industries Minis-
ter Tofall Ahmed, addressing a
function here recently, sald the
government would provide part of
the Tk 170 crore the mill needs for
its BMRE,

"Negotiations are also on with

further boost to

donor agencies for the rest of the
fund," the minister had told the
function

reaffirming Eavum.mm'lt's
resolve to make it profitable.

i Sl b

supply in
Netrakona

From Our Correspondent

NETRAKONA, July 19: Erratic
power supply has multiplied the
sufferings of people here.

The residents (n the town
usually experience power outage
twice or thrice every day.

Besides, frequent voltage
fluctuation often causes damage
to TV sels, refrigerators, cassette
players, fans and other electronic
goods.

Production in mills and facto-
ries also has come down because
of irregular power supply.

Power disruption is also ham-
pering water supply in the munic-
ipality area.
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Sylhet is famous for bamboo and cane products. While cane products have found a place in the markets
and households, bamboo products such as hats, baskets, bowls and other useful articles are must for the
farmers and villagers for their day to day activities. Picture shows two villagers at Haripur in Sylhet
going for a day’s business with useful bamboo wears.

--Star photo by AKM Mohsin

37 Shibir activists arrested
in Rajshahi so far

RAJSHAHI, July 19: Police
arrested a teacher of Ideal Col-
lege, Saiful Islam, who is also a
former activist of Islami Chhatra
Shibir CS) from Shaheb Bazaar
area on Tuesday.

The number of Shibir activists
arrested so far here after the
Chittagong killings stood at 37.

Meanwhile, police started
searching all persons including
teachers, students, officials and
workers at the entry points of
Rajshahi University from Tues-
day as a part of their combing
uper'iutm to nab Shibir activists.

The combing operation of
police has created resentment
and disappointment among
teachers, student and officials of
the university. Many of them
argued with police during search

From Our Correspondent

operations.
All-Party Action Committee,
Rajshahi unit at an emergency

. meeting on Tuesday, condemned

police’ action on innhocent people
and students in the name of
arresting 'Shibir terrorists'.
Arrested of Shibir activists with-
out any specific allegation is
violation of law, they observed.
All-Party Students Unity,
Rajshahi unit leaders in a joint
statement condemned the coun-
try-wide police action on Shibir
and JCD activists and demanded
release of their arrested activists,
[slami Chhatra Shibir in a
separate statement condemned
the Rajshahi University authori-
ties and police actions for creat-
ing panic and unrest in and
around the university campus

and demanded immediate release
of their arrested activists.
Meanwhile, a group of the

ruling m\mﬂfﬂﬂﬂm

seriously injured former secre-
taryufBagmarauaz:ﬂaurﬂtuf
Chhatra Shibir on Monday eve-
ning at Taherpur Bazaar.

They suddenly attacked Shibir
leader Rezaul Karim and merci-
lessly chopped him with sharp
weapons. He was left there
unconscious.

Local people rescued him and
sent to Rajshahi Medical College
Hospital (RMCH) in a critical
condition.

No case was filed in this regard

till filing of this report at 8:00 PM
on Tuesday.

Electricity goes to Nayakandi
village 1n Chandpur dist

MOTLAB (Chandpur), July 19:
The present government is com-
mitted to changing the lot of the
rural people by bringing them
under power network for indus-
trialisation of the country, Minis-
ter of State of Shipping Mofazzal
Hossain Chowdhury Maya said
here on Friday, reports BSS.

"Electricity will create jobs and

try-oriented which will play a
significant role in our national
econonty,” he said this at a func-

tion organised to give power
connection to Nayakandi village
in Motlab upazila.

With Inauguration of the con-
nection, the number of subscrib-
ers of Motlab Upazila Palli Bidyut
Samity rose to 14,000.

The minister said poverty
alleviation was the main target of
the present government of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina and she
had been relentlessly working to
create jobs for unemployed

youths to this end. Presided over
by General Manager of the
Chandpur Palli Bidyut Samity
Abdul Warid, the function was
addressed, among others, by
Awami e Central Commit-
tee member Prof Mollah
Mohammad Riyasatullah and
Chairman of Baganbari Union
Sirajul Islam spoke on the occa-
sion.

Maya asked the villagers to pay
electricity bills in time and sug-
gested using it carefully.
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*crushed under

Road mishaps claim 10
lives in eight districts

Separate road acclidents
claimed 10 lives in Meherpur,
Gazipur, Barisal, Panchagarh,
Sa , Laxmipur, Bagerhat
and Gopalgan] districts recently,
report agencies.

In Meherpur, a school student
was run over by a passenger bus
at College intersection on
Meherpur-Kushtia road.

Police saild Arshad, 14, was run
over by bus while he was crossing
the road.

Arshad was the son of Khoka
Sheikh of village Monakhli under
Meherpur sadar upazila.

The bus was seized by the
police.

A young driver was
e wheels of a
Dhaka-bound truck at Mouchak
in Gazipur on Dhaka-Tangall
road.

The victim was identified as
Sohag, 20. The body was sent to
hospital morgue for autopsy.

In Barisal, a nine-year-old boy
was crushed under the wheels of
a truck at Souther Khal,
Gowranadi on Dhaka-Barisal
highway.

Police sald the Barisal-bound
truck hit Belal when he was play-
ing with his friends in the road-
side. Belal died on the spot.

Angry people chased the killer
truck and managed to hold it at
Shikarpur ferry ghat in Wazirpur
upazila. The driver of truck man-
aged to flee. His helper, Hossen,
was caught and handed over to
police.

A bye-cycle rider was killed in a
road accident at Bat Toli in
Panchagarh.

The victim was identified as
Fazley, 35, of Bosuniapara under

b
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Debiganj-bound minibus
knocked the bye-cycle rider. He
died on the spot.
The driver
with the minibus.
In Satkhira, a school teacher
was killed in an accident on

tem

ed to escape

Satkhira-Khulna road near
Mirzapur Bazar under Tala
upazila of the district.

The vicim was identified as
Parimal Kumar Das, 36, of village
Kesha under the upazila.

Police sald a brick-loaded
truck hit Parimal Das from
behind while he was coming back
home at Kesha village from
Patkelghata High School by his
bicycle. He fell down on the road
and died on the spot.

The body was sent to Satkhira
Sadar Hospital for autopsy.

Two people were killed in two
separate road accidents iIn
Laxmipur.

Police sald a minor girl
Sumarani, 6, daughter of
Basudev of Nandanpur village in
Sadar upazila was crushed under
the wheels of a speedy bus at Dala
Bazar on Laxmipur-Raipur Road.

Another boy Rajib, 9, was run
over by a Dhaka-bound bus from
Ramgati on Laxmipur-Noakhali
road, just one kilometer off the
district town.

In Bagerhat, two people were
killed and 29 others injured in
separate road accidents.

A speeding bus fell into a road-
side ditch at Barakpur on
Bagerhat-Khulna highway killing
Abdul Gani, 32, and injuring 29
other passengers.

Police said the accident
occurred when the driver of the
Pirojpur-bound bus lost his
control over steering and hit a
roadside electric pole.

In another accident at
Fakirhat, Asim Kumar, 42, was
crushed under the wheels of a
truck.

In Go
INAN Was
on Gopalganj-Khulna road.

The victim was identified as
Hanif Shikder, 47, of Shunakur
village in Sadar thana. He died on
the spot, police said.

The driver managed to flee the
spot with the car.

ddle-aged
te car

Five commuit suicide
1n four districts

Five people committed suicide
in Barisal, Chapainawabganj,
Kishoreganj and Gopalganj dis-
tricts recently, report agencies.

In Barisal, a teenage boy com-
mitted suicide by pesti-
cides at Ramsiddhi e in
Gournadi upazila on Thursday.

Police sald Nepal Shil, 18, took
his own life following a quarrel
with his elder brother over plant-
ing a tree at their courtyard.

He was rushed to the Gournadi
Health Complex where he died.
The body was sent to the hospital
morgue for autopsy.

In another incident, a f
feud ended in the suicide of a
housewife at Kashipur village in
Sadar upazila recently.

Police said Jahanara Begum,
40, wife of Ismail Hossain, took
her own life by taking pesticide
after a family feud.

The body was sent to hospital

Raj Raj eshwari water treatment
plant in Mymensulgh faces ruin

From Aminul Islam

MYMENSINGH, July 19: Raj

| Rajeshwari water treatment plant

built during the British rule with
the financial assistance of a local
Zamindar, or landlord, at the
town is being ruined due to lack of
maintenance.

The water treatment plant was
once the main source of supply
water for the town dwellers,

Maharaja Surja Kanta
Acharja, Zamindar of
Muktagachha of the district,

established the water plant at a
cost of Taka 1.42 lakh on the
western bank of the Old
Brahmaputra River in 1886 and
named it after his beloved wife Raj
Rajeshawarl.

Water was supplied to the town
dwellers in the morning and in
the afternoon every day. Water
was drawn to the plant from the
Brahmaputra through a pipeline
using a power pump and later the
water was purified there in four
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Aview of ground water tank of the plant.

Stages,

The plant had the capacity to
supply elght lakh gallons of water
every day.

Mymensingh municipality
authorities, which later took the
responsibllity of looking after the
plant, havc falled to perform
duties properly, local people said,
They have urged the authorities
concerned to take immediate
measures to renovate the plant.

According to popular story,
alling Queen Raj Rajeshwari, wife
of the Zamindar, wanted to drink
water, but water was not given to

-

-- Star photo
her as per doctor's advice. After a
few minutes the queen breathed
her last. The incident moved the
Zamindar and he decided to build
an establishment to supply water
to people.

It is learnt that at the gate of
the water plant there was a statue
of a woman which used to move
during the supply of water. The
statue attracl.ccf the passers-by.
Besides, people from various
areas used to visit the plant area.
But now the plant area wears a
very pathetic look due to lack of
proper care and maintenance.

( (

morgue for autopsy.

A family feud ended in the
suicide of a t. housewife at
Ranigarh village in sadar upazila
in Chapainawabganj district
recently,

Police said Erina, 16, wife of
Tohrul and daughter of
Glasuddin, took her own life by
taking poison after a brawl with
her in-laws.

But her father alleged that she
was murdered.

In Kishoreganj, a young house-
wife has a]le%cdly committed
suicide at her father's residence
at Nansree village in Karimganj
upazla.

Police sald Lasu, 18, took her
own life by swallowing poison at

t. Earlier, on the day, she
re to go back to her hus-
band's house.

The was sent to the
Kishoreganj Sadar Hospital
morgue for autopsy.

In Gopalganj, a boy committed
suicide by taking poison in
Tungipara upazila.

Police and family sources said
Nabin Molla, 12, son of
Shahjahan Molla, of Sree
Ramkandi village took his own life
by taking pesticide over a family
feud. Separate UD cases were
lodged in these connections.

Punishment
to killers of
Kazi Aref

demanded

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA, July 19: Rawsan
Jahan Sathi, wife of late Kazi Aref
Ahmed, said killing of JSD leader
Kazi Aref and others at a public
meeting was not an ordinary
event but a planned killing.

She said many people, who are
known at the national, are also
responsible for the incident. She,
however, did not elaborate.

Rawsan Jahan Sathi was
speaking at a public mee
organised by Kazi Aref Parisa
here at Kushtia Public Library
ground recently.

President over by Prof
Rashidur Rahman, the meeting
was also addressed, among oth-
ers, by Hasan Imam, Panka|
Bhattachariya, Bidhan Krishna
Sen, Kamal Pasha Choudhury,
Syed Anwarul Huq, Sirajul Hugq,
Dilip Barun and Firoj Al Mamun.

Other speakers demanded
exemplary punishment to the
killers,
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Snatching

BAGERHAT, July 19: A female BRAC employee was robbed of Tk

6,000 in Chitolmari u on Monday,

Witnesses sald BRAC field worker S j Sultana fell prey to
the muggers while she was to her office drawing the money
from the NGO's Shibpur centre. A case was flled.

rts UNB.

n sale of liquor
BAGERHAT, July 19: 1l liquor and narcotic substances are
openly being sold at Mongla Port and its adjoining areas after

ding from for ships reportaUNB
Portaoumcssal tl'zcnarcutImamu ers have become active
afo ship at the port.

during the last few da oatim an1val
The smugglers unl gal alcohol, including 400 crates of
the

, beer, 300cage.s wms andc:lgamttcs d
lastﬁvcdaysfromthcalﬁ and se t.hoacopcnly MV ang
Namshang, a Korean flag-carrier ship, at the port on June
13 carrying cement and emntrabands

Misappropriation
KISHOREGANJ, July 19 : District Anti-corruption office has filed
a case t a contractor and a former sub-assistant of

agains
local municipality for misappropriating government money, reports

Acco to the case flled with Sadar thana police contractor
Salful Islam and former sub-assistant eer nfpt.?le municipality
now posted at Laxmipur Municipality. ul Mannan, embezzled
over Tk 1.15 lakh from the municipality fund in fiscal 1993-94.

Mannan without lawful authority changed the original estimate of
Tk 57,000 and raised it to Tk 1,32,411 for the construction of sheds
at Bazabazaar dry fish area in the town and gave work order to the
accused contractor in fiscal 1993-94. Besides, drew Tk 40,074
against an bill for mosalc works of the sheds. After a

lengthy investigation the anti-corruption inspector Igbal Hossain
filed the case recently.

T-Aman cultivation programme
BRAHMANBARIA, July 19: The Agriculture Extension Depart-
ment, Brahmanbaria has taken up an extensive Transplant Aman
Cultivation Programme here during the current season, reports

BSS.

According to the District Agriculture Extension Office, 13,000
hectares have been brought under high ylelding variety and 11,000
hectares under local variety. The target of production has been fixed

high yield].n%n;wfkcty and 16,280 tonnes of local

at 29,380 tonnes of
variety of paddy. Upazila-wise up of lands b t under

the programme is as follows: 5200 hectares of l—nl:Iﬂ Variety
(HYV) and 5,100 hectares of local variety in B Sadar,
700 hectares of HYV and 1100 hectares local variety in N :
1200 hectares of HYV and 1600 hectares local variety in Sarafl, ﬁ
hectares HYV and 1,300 hectares local variety in Kasba, 600 hect-
ares HYV and 800 hectares local variety in Nabinagar, 10 hectares

HYV and 90 hectares local variety in Banchharampur and 1290
hectares HYV and 1,010 hectareslocal variety in Akhaura upazila.

Two abductors convicted

FENI, July 19: A s court here on Thursday convicted two
people and senten m to life term imprisonment in absentia

for abductingamllc%n grl reports UNB.
The court also ed the convicts Zafar Igbal and Dulal

Chandra Nath Tk 5,000 each and they will have to suffer six
months' more RI in default. Eleven other accused of the case were
acquitted. According to the case history, the convicts along with
their accomplices stormed the residence of Akbar Hossain of
Swarajpur village in Sonagazi upazila on October 14, 1997 and
k:lcinapped his college-going daughter Rahela Akhter Polly, 17, at
gunpoint. Her e was scheduled for the next day. A case was
then filed with local police station and police rescued the girl from
Gazipur district on Oct 18, 1997. Police submitted charge-sheets
against 13 people on February 8, 1998 under PSA. The District and
Sessions Judge, who is alsotheJu e of the tribunal, handed

......

Life term for 7 klllers

CHAPAINAWABGANJ, July 19: A court here has sentenced seven
people to life term Rigorous Imprisonment (RI) in a murder case
recently, reports UNB.

The court also fined them Tk 5,000 each, in default, to suffer six
months RI more. According to the prosecution, Arjed Ali and his
supporters of Rashia village in Shibganj upazila ed Khairul, a
day labourer of the same e on August 2, 1993. After
records and witnesses, the Additional District and Sessions Judge
pronounced the judgement onJune 19.

Vacancy

CHAPAINAWABGANJ, July 19: Some 131 posts of physicians and
health workers out of 453 have long been lying vacant in different
hospitals of 13 lakh population, reports UNB.

Sources at the Civil Surgeon office said 27 posts of physicians out
of 75 could notbe filled up due to shortage of doctors and 104 posts
out of 378 field-level health workers also remained vacant in the
hospitals. When contacted Civil Surgeon Dr Mujibur Rahman said

steps are underway to fill up the vacant posts.

Housewife burnt alive

JESSORE, July 19 : Ayoung housewife, said to be an epilepsy
patient, fell on an oven and burnt alive at village Balarampur in

Bagerpara upazila recently, reports UNB.
According to a delayed report, Arjina , 25, fell on the oven
while cooking in her kitchen last week. She was rushed to Sadar

hospital where she died one hour after her admission. In another
incident, a middle aged man died after overeating jackfruits at
Patkhali village in Sharsha upazila on July 12. ers said
Habibur Rahman, 40, took excessive jackfruits on bet with one of his
fellow-villagers and died at Jessore Hospital 10 hours after admis-

sion.
Girl raped

BAGERHAT, July 19: A teenaged was raped allegedly by the
Imam of a mosque at Moroldanga flillﬂage in Fakirhat upazila on
Saturday, reports UNB.

Police said the Imam, Abdus Sakur, tactfully took the girl, daugh-
ter of a day labourer, to his house and rape her there. Sakur is
absconding. A case was filed.

Memo submitted

KHAGRACHHARI, July 19: Combined Student Action Council
(CSAC) on Monday brought out a procession and submitted a memo-
randum to the Deputy Commissioner for sending it to the Educa-
tion Minister torealise its six-point demand, reports UNB.

Their demands include introduction of BSC and honours
courses in the chhari Government College. Hundreds of
students from various educational institutions placards
joined the procession and ded the main thorzg'lfam of the
town. After the procession, a rally was held at the | Government
High School ground.

Naimul murder still a

CHAPAINAWABGANJ, July 19: Police could not yet make any
tangible progress in unfolding the mystery of the sensational
Naimul Hu murder case although 10 months have already
elapsed, repo rtsUN'B

Businessman Naimul Huq, 45, was killed by unknown assailants
at his residence in the town at dead of night on A t21, 1999. His
wife filed a case with Sadar thana a one Firoz Kabir of kill-
ing his husband. The case was handed over to Detéctive Branch in
October the same year. But DB was learnt to have submitted its
final report without unfolding the mystery of the murder. When
contacted Investigation officers of the case Inspector Wazed All
eschewed comments.

Chinese silk seized : 4 held

BAGERHAT, July 19: Police arrested four people along with 400
kgs of Chinese silk worth about Tk four lakh Pacha Dighirpar
in Sadar upazila on Friday L, cmu

Police said th arrested Devnath, Abdul Hamid, Abu
Zafar and Idris Ali of Jessore as they tried to smuggle out the silk to
India from Mongla port in two microbuses.

Alleged terrorists arrested

NARAYANGANJ, July 19 : Two all terrorists were arrested
along with a sophisticated pistol bullets from Pagla Shahi
Bazaar here early Monday, UNB.

The arrested Akhtceralnand Mahmud were said to be the
assoclates of local terror Tofazzal.

mystery




