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Anti-corruption

confce down
under

MELBOURNE, July 17} The
Board

Australian Cricket
(ACB), accused in the past of not
taking a leading role in stamp-
ing out corruption in the game.
will host an anti-corruption
conference in Melbourne on
Tuesday, reports Reuters.

The meeting, involving lead-
Ing officials, will hear from
lawyers and gambling experts,
and include a round-table dis-

cussion on the regulation of

sports gambling and how to ed-
ucate players.

Former Australian test off-
spinner Tim May, who is the

resident of the Australian

ricketers' Assoclation,
speak about the pressures of
playing professional sport and
the consequences of being a
whistle-blower,

May and team mates Shane
Warne and Mark Waugh
brought corruption in test
cricket Into the spotlight in
1994 by accusing Pakistani
batsman Salim Malik of offer-
ing them matchfixing money.

‘If we can find common
%round to fight the problem,
then that will benefit all sports,
not just cricket,” ACB chief ex-
ecutive Malcolm Speed said.

The Pakistan Cricket Board
imposed a life ban on Malik in
May this year after the release
of a long-awaited judicial re-
port into allegations of corrup-
tion in the game.

In 1998, the ACB admitted it
had secretly fined Mark Waugh
and Warne in 1995 for ﬁivln
what it called routine pitch an
weather detalls to bookmakers.

Jonty’s improper

use of a word!

LONDON, July 17 (Internet
report): Jonty Rhodes, best
friend of sacked Proteas cap-
tain Hansie Cronje, Is frus-
trated because "the South
Africans always have to be the
good guys”.

His feeling of being "gatvol”
has., however, landed him in
trouble with the United Cricket
Board of South Africa (UCBSA)
after he used the word "poephol”
in a radio interview.

Rhodes, however, received
Sympathy from an unexpected
quarter. The conservative The
Sunday TeleFraph. one of the
biggest British Sunday newspa-
pers, hinted that Rhodes' use of
the word "poephol” was justi-
fied.

In an interview in Colombo,
Rhodes said the Pakistan fast
bowler Waqgar Younis. who was
recently fined for ball tamper-
ing, behaved like a proper
"poephal” (as it appeared in the
newspaper). He used the word
more than once in the inter-
view.

Th
transf@tion of t ords
"fodphal win b}ulﬂ%'b‘z &
fensive to "delicate readers”, but
the fact is that the word, in
Afrikaans really means idiotic
or stupid. According to the Tele-
graph, it is the kind word that
mothers use to admonish their
children.

"He could just as well have
called Younis a clown.” accord-
ing to the newspaper, there is
therefore no difference between
a "p...I" and a clown. Nowhere in
the report is the English word
"arsehole” — the proper transla-
tion — used.

And vet Rhodes has been
strongly criticised by the
UCBSA because he used the
word i1 a radio interview. Ac-

cording to the lnewspaper, after
"Hansiegate”™ there is even more
pressure on the South African
cricketers to win at all costs
and otherwise keep quiet.

The newspaper reports
widely about the fact that
Rhodes is a Christian and how
he misses Cronje who, over the
last decade, became his best
friend and that they were on
about 30 overseas tours to-
gether. Rhodes feels as if some-

1!1]““8' has been amputated from
fn.

Leander, Mahesh
together again?

BANGALORE, July 17: Indi-
a's tennis authorities are trying
10 bring together the estranged
top doubles pairing of Leander
Paes and Mahesh Bhupathy for
the World's Doubles Tourna-
ment in Bangalore in Decem-
ber.

"We have made an offer to
both of them to play in the
tournament. Bhupathy has ac-
cepted the offer and we are
awaiting a reply from Paes.”
Sunder Raju, secretary of the
Karnataka State Lawn Tennis
Association told AFP.

“They have been alloted a
wild card entry. They are India’s
best and we want them to play,*
Raju said. \

The five-day tournament be-
gins December 11,

The pair, who were Wimble-
don and French Open doubles
champions In 1999, split in
May following a dispute over
Bhupathy's coach. Enrico
Piperno.

‘Mahesh is willing to play
with Paes ... it is for Paes to de-
eide. | liope he will give a serious
thought 1 want hoth of them to

lay together.” Bhupathv's
ather C.G. Krishna Bhupathy
sald.

The 700.000-dollar ATP
event Is the first such major

tournament to be held In India.
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The Football Players’ Wel-
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Ecuador banish Britain
L

LONDON, July 17:
Cireat Britain were
relegated from the
elite 16-Nation
World Group when
they went down 3-
2 to nnfancied Ecuador on Court
One at Wimbledon, reports AFP.

It was further confirmation
of the parlous state of the
British game and salt was
rubbed into the wound when
victory was sealed for the South
Americans b Giovannl
Lapentti, ranked 959th in the
world.

In the 19th century British
anthropologist Charles Darwin
formulated his theory of evolu-
tion after visiting Ecuador's
Galapagos Islands -- but on this
evidence it i{s British tennis
that Is threatened with extine-
tion and the Ecuadorean species
that is In the ascendancy.

Trallin 2-1 overnight,
Britain had to win both of Sun-
day's reverse singles to avoid
relegation.

British number one Tim
Henman Kept his side of the
bargain in style with a straight-
sets win, beating world number
I 1 Nicolas Lapentti 6-1, 6-4, 6-
4.

But Lapentti's vyounger
brother Giovanni, aged just 17,
then came back from two sets
down to defeat Arvind Parmar
in the deciding rubber to seal a
3-2 win.

The match ended in contro-
versy with a disputed line call
in the final game that had some
of the crowd booing as Glovanni
gave his post-match interview.

Serving for the match at 5-3
up and 30-15, Lapenttl's fore-
hand was called out by the line
judge but then overruled by
chair umpire Jorge Dias.

Parmar, making his debut in
the competition, was furious,
holdinF Is finger and thumb
several inches apart to indicate
how far he thought the ball was
out.

A let was eventually played.
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but (n reality it made no differ-
ence to the result of the match
which lhad alwavs lavoared
Ecuador since Grog Rusedski
lost the opening singles on Fri-
day and was then ruled out of
the rest of the tie through in-
jury,
CGilovanni

Lapenttl sald:

Giovanni Lapenti of Ecuador celebrates after beating
Briton Arvind Parmer in the final Davis Cup singles
match in London on July 16.

‘When | was two sets down | was
thinking I was still playing
better than Arvind. I hung (n
there and was soon Inspired
and | started playing unbeliey-
able tennis, :

“This Is the best day of my
life and I dedicate this victory
Lo my country.”

— AFP photo

LONDON, July 17:
Tim Henman on
Monday called for
a complete over-
! haul of British
tennis following

the humiliating Davis Cup de-
leat to Ecuador at the weekend,
reports AFP.

With Greg Rusedski suffering
a potential career-threatening
injury and desperately out of
sorts, Britain were effectively a
one-man team beaten by one-
family opponents, brothers
Nicolas and Giovanni Lapentti
scoring all of Ecuador's points
ntry's first [EVis
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Britain need to produce more
strength in depth if they are to
fulfil ambitions to do more
than simply get back into the
16-nation world group next
year.

Britain has produced several
prmniaing players who have
flourished in the junior ranks
but failed to make the senior
grade.

The British number one
added his voice to those calling
for change within the Lawn
Tennis Association (LTA). giv-

Henman calls for changes

ing his backing to Frenchman
Patrice Hagelauer -- the new
performance director who led
France to Davis Cup glory

That transition period is
very iumportant, but it's not
happening,” said Henman

"I think with Patrice's expe-
rience we have someone for the
first time who really knows
what he is doing -- and I'd be the
lirst to support him

If we look at the whole situ-
ation in British tennis some-
thing has to change at the top. |
have total and utter belief jn

Patr WJeﬂ?f‘;e anganility,
He “:Ililll - be' givell® caiite
blanch&o do what'he wants

"If changes are going to be
made they are not going to hap-
pen overnight - but things must
change.”

Henman did admit, however,
that players must share some of
the blame.

He added: "In my last year in
the juniors I played 225
in..(ches, and that's where you
learn a lot about yourself.

“You have to go out there and
make things happen for vour-
self. It has to come from within.
We can talk about the structure

and the coaching and all these
areas -- but you have to look at
the players

"We have plenty of plavers
who are under-achieving. The
players have to have a look at
themselves '

Fhe LTA's director of tennis
Richard Lewis is under the most
pressure to quit but initially
sidestepped questions about re-
signing.

“It's too soon to comment on
that on the evening of an emo-
tional Davis Cup defeat,” said
Lewis, who bears responsibility
for helping produce world class
British: ‘plavers along withi
Hagelauer. : . |

“Nobody "iS  morée “disap-
pointed and frustrated than
me,

Great Britain captain Roger
Taylor insisted his team can
bounce straight back after
dropping into Euro/African
Zone Group One with prospec-
tive opponents there including
the Ivory Coast, Slovenia or Be-
larus

"Euro/African Zone matches
are tough, but it's possible to get
back in this division again., We
are beaten but not bowed." said
Taylor

(staad

GSTAAD, Swi-
tzerland, July
17:Alex Corretja
tuned up for this
, weekend's Davis
¢ Cup semi-final on
clav against the United States,
winning his second title
Monday at the 600,000-dollar
Gstaad Open, reports AFP.

The Spanish number one
overwhelmed Argentine Mari-
ano Puerta 6-1, 6-3 in a match
reduced to best-of-three sets af-
ter a week of rain threw the
alpine tournament well behind
schedule, pushing the title con-
test back a day.

Corretja, who claimed his
second trophy of the year after
winning the Masters Series
event Iin California in March,
was playing his third match in
two days as the sun stayed out
for the first time in more than a
week.

On Sunday, the 26-year-old
had to win a quarterfinal over
Chile's Marcelo Rios and then
defeated Gaston Gaudio of Ar-
gentina in the evening to reach
the rare Monday finale.

‘Fortunately | stayed alive,”
the happy winner sald. "I felt
great, Mariano also had a great
week. | played perfect tennis
and served great,

‘I've now won It twice here,
thank you Gstaad," Corretja
said before being {HCSEH[C(I with
the trophy by Roy Emerson,
who runs summer clinics here.
The Australlan's record of 12
Grand Slam singles titles was
broken last weekend at Wim-
bledon by Sampras.

Corretja now faces a dash
down south to reach the north-
ern town of Santander, venue
for the Davis clash with the

—_— -

Loroupe wins
In style

LONDON, July 17: Olympic
marathon favourite Tegla Lor-
oupe clocked a world-best time
as she clalmed a runaway win
in Britain's biggest women-only
road race In Hyde Park here on
Sunday, reports AFP.,

The Kenyan easily eclipsed
the 12.500-strong field to take
first place in the London Light
Marathon three-mile race in a

Hime of 15 minutes eight sec-
onds,

¢

which will be missing big
names Pete Sampras and Andre
Agassi through injury.

Corretja banked a prize
cheque of 81,000 dollars, while
Puerta, who had beaten the
Spaniard in their only previous
meeting at Palermo in 1998,
won 47,500.

The Spaniard made it two ti-
tles on the 1,000-metre-high
clay of Gstaad. Two years ago,
he lifted the trophy to deny
Borils Becker a chance at a clay
title. something the now-retired
German never won.

Corretja’'s win makes it five
titles In a row here for
Spaniards and nine out of the
last 11 trophys.

The top seed wasted no time
on a sunny morning in the
Alps, racing to a 5-0 lead with

pen Corretja’s

two breaks of Puerta, 20

The Argentine had trouble
making his baseline game
work. despite playing only one
match Sunday and being more
rested than his Spanish rival

T'he South American, who
owns two career titles, won his
first game after 22 minutes for
-5, but it was little consolation
as Corretja clinched the set on
the first of two chances, a back-
hand volley winner after 29
minutes

In the second, eighth seed
Puerta found some rhythm,
holding to start the set, but was
broken for 3-1 as Corretja
sensed victory in the sunshine.

The Spaniard kept up the
pressure and drove to 5-3 with a
lorehand winner Puerta

dropped serve a game later to
lose

final yesterday.

CWEH THE MOON: Spaniard Alex Corretja exults after
beating Argentina's Mariano Puerta, in the Gstaad Open

Sport

— AFP photo |

Euphoria
back home

QUITO, July 17: Ecuador was
Sunday celebrating a momen-
tous tennis Davis Cup victory
over Great Britain that has
carned them a place In the elite

I 6-nation World Group, reports

AFP. \

The victory, achieved at the
bastion of British tennis, Wim-
bledon, dominated conversa-
tion Sunday and earned a rare
place in the sun for the tiny
country.

Ecuadoreans In the capital
Quito had to listen to the match
on the radio and when 17-year-
old Glovannl Lapenttl, ranked
959th In the world, sealed the
tie by beating Britain's Arvind
Parmar 4-6, 3-6, 6-1, 6-3, 6-3 it
was all too much for the com-
mentators,

Three radlo stations covered
the match -- they were CRE,
Caravana and Atalaya.

"Excellent work by Glo-
vannl," sobbed one commenta-
tor at the finish. Throughout
the match he had been shouting
‘Come on, come on, you can do
ir."

Ecuador has experlenced
many difficulties in recent
‘ears Including a coup d'etatl
i’lf’-it yvear and the feelgood factor
was much in evidence after the
historic win.

Glovanni upstaged his more
heralded brother and team-
mate, Nicolas, ranked number
elght in the world

In Guayaquil, the home town
of the Lapenttis, people only
found out by word of mouth --
Ecuador’s position in the Andes
makes it difficult for the whole
country to receive radio trans-
missions

Former president of the
Ecuadorean Tennis Federation
Mario Canesa sald: "Thanks to
all these boys who have given
me so much happiness.”

Meanwhile, former Ecuador
star Andres Gomez, whose vic-
tory in the 1990 French Open
was a landmark sporting
achievement for his country
and the only triumph by a
player of that nationality in a
Grand Slam, explained that the
fact that the victory was at
Wimbledon made it all the
sweeter

Lhe mysticisim surrounding

Wimbledon makes the heart
suddenly thump muoach harder

than in any other place.” said
Gomez

(Wimbledon) has a special
aura that none of the other
Grand Slam venues have. [t
does not matter if you are Span-
Ish, Argentinian, Asian or
African. That is why it is differ-
ent to the other tournaments

Glovanni upstaged his more
heralded brother and was
praised by another former
Ecuadorian Davis Cup player
Ricardo Icaza.

"To say.that he has reached
dhe level of, Andres Gomeasz! is
remature, . said Icaza: "He still
1as a long way to go."

Another former Ecuadorean
player, Fabricio Valdivieso.
said: "He (Giovanni) must be
guided appropriately and he has
a lot to do to improve his tecl-
nical and mental time but there
are few players of his age, in re-
ality, who could have done what
he did today.” -«

US TRIAL NOTES

SACRAMENTO, July 17
(AFP): Marla Runyan already
had a Paralympic title to her
name, now she'll get her shot at
the Olympics after qualifying
in the 1,500m at the US
Olympic Athletics Trials

Runyan, who has been left
legally blind by the degenera-
tive retina condition Star-
gardt’'s Disease, said she consid-
ered her blindness -- she has
only limited peripheral vision

a coincidence, more than a
handicap

| never looked on it as a
barrier.” said Runvan, who has
been classified as blind since
the age of nine. "My vision is
just a circumstance

[ never said [ want to be the
lirst legally blind person on the

Olympic team. | just said I want
to become an Olympian, me,
Marla

ANOTHER
CHANCE
FOR CHEN

She was Chen Yueling when
she competed for China, now
the racewalker has US citizen-
ship and a chance to represent
her adopted country at the
Olympics.

‘I'm very happy to make the
team,” sald Chen, who finished
second in the 20-kilometer race
walk at the US Olympic Trials
on Sunday, behind Michelle
Rohl,

‘I represented China before,
and now 1 can do the same for
the USA. | want to do my abso-
lute best for the country.

"Even though I hadn't com-
peted in six years, | think | did a
retty good job," sald Chen,

nown Western-style in her
adopted country as Yueling
Chen. "My stomach was hurting
for the last 12K of the race. | felt
the pain and it got worse as we
went on; I Just told myself to
Keep going for another lap.”

THEY LIKE
THE GLITZ

American athletes are used
to being ignored at home, where
their sport takes a back seat to
American football, basketball
and baseball -- not to mention
professional wrestling and
stock car racing,

S50 the big turnout and ex-
cited atmosphere at the US
Olympic Trials In Sacramento
was a welcome surprise,

“This atmosphere has been
lar better than any other trials

I've been In.," sald four-time
Olymplan Jacklie Joyner-
Kersee

Yesterday | was watching,
and they were really into the

shot put," she sa‘d with a
chuckle. "That's wnat you
want,”

—

VICTIM OF LEWIS ONSLAUGHT:
Lewis (not in picture) during their

LONDON. July 17
(AP): I beating
Evander Holyfield
didn't propel Len-
nox Lewis to gre-
atness, stopping
Francois Botha certainly won't

Mike Tyson? Well, that's an-
other matter In itself

Lewis may need Tyson, de-
spite holding two pieces of the
heavywelght title and showing
he may be coming into his own
as a fighter at the relatively ad-
vanced age of 34.

Don't tell Lewis that, though
even though most of the ques-
tions surrounding his fight
with Botha were directed at a
possible meeting with Tyson

"The glamour has gone off a
Tyson fight," Lewis said after
stopping Botha In the second
round Saturday night before an
appreciative hometown crowd
'It's turned into a circus show to
mec

Lewis put on an impressive
performance in stopping an in-
ept Botha in the second round
in a fight that did nothing to
damage but little to bolste;
his claim that he is the best ol
the heavyweight generation

I'hat could take a fight with
T:\ Son, whose ]I'JH_L_' shadow
loomed over Lewis' homecom-
Ing at the London Arena

Put up or shut up,” Lewis
challenged Tyson from the ring

A fight with Tyson would not
only legitimize Lewis' insis-
tence he is the true heavyweight
champion, but would also give
him a 30 million dollars pay-
day that could speed up his talk

3

ol retirement

He got 6 million dollars to
light Botha returning to Lon-
don six vears alter he was e -
barrassed here by a
round knockout at the hands of

seconcd-

Oliver MeCall. Lewls showed
Tyson-like power in a three-
punch combination that left

Botha under the ropes before
the fight was waved to a close at
2:39 of the second round.

But Botha, who Tyson
stopped in the fifth round in
January 1999, didn't prove to be
much of an opponent. He threw
only a few wild punches and
spent most of the two rounds
trying to stay away from Lewis.

Coming home to beat a
fighter who was 1-1-1 in his last
three may not have
proved much outside of Eng-
land

| think it was a good per-
formance,” Lewlis said. "But |
still think there's a lot more the
public hasn't seen from Lennox

I,""-"- 15

cContesls

| ey mav see more later this
vear when Lewis is scheduled to

fight David Tua, the Samoan
[rom New Zealand who is built
like — and fights much like -
Tyson

Lewis [aces a mandatory IBF
litle delense against the top-
ranked Tua by November, a
light that could be a perfect
warmup lor Tyson. That's
suming Tyson doesn't self-de-
struct by then and has the few
more fights he says he needs to
gel ready for Lewis

It's also assuming the two
competing television petwprks

|.-'|"'I‘

he wants next

Francois Botha is thrown out the ring br Lennox
heavyweight title fight in London on July 15.

Greatness,

— Internet photo

that have contracts with the re-
spective fighters can come to an
aﬁrf-trmcnt. And that's not
likely to happen, as Lewis
seemed to Indicate

I gave him his chance a long
time ago, and Evander Holyfield
has even beaten him twice "
LLewis saild. "] amn the man at the

top. I am the undisputed
heavyweight champion.

Botha, who has been
knocked out by both. gives

Lewis a good chance against
Tyson, '

"He has a long reach and is
very awkward. If he can keep
Mike on the outside he can be
victorious,” Botha said.

Unlike Tyson, the knock on
Lewis is that he has always been
too cautious, both in picking
nhis opponents and inside the
ring.

He wasn't so much cautious
as he was methodical against
Botha, although the South
African who lives in Las Vegas
gave Lewis little to be worried
about. According to Compubox
stats, Botha I;mr?rrl only nine «
37 punches, and none of them to
any effect

It was the second straight
second-round knockout for
Lewis, who believes he is just
coming into his own as a great
heavyweight. He didn't show
that in two fights with Evander
Holyfield, but proved at least he
can dominate lesser fighters in
the division

You've just seen a glimpse of
what I've been seeing the last
five years. Lewis trainer
Emanuel Steward said
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(doubters
gutsy victory in the !
Trials long jump Sunday that

kept her dream of five gold
medals in Sydney alive, reports
AFP,

| was quite concerned,” ad-

mitted Jones, who fouled on her
first two jumps to put herself in
a do-or-die situation in the six-
jump competition -- in which
the field was cut from 12 to
eight at the halfway stage

After | jumped the second
jump and turned around and
saw that red flag, for the blink
of an eye | thought: ‘One more, if
| don't get into it this dream
could be over

‘Then | looked over in
stands and saw Trevor and f
added whose coach
Trevor Graham and husband CJ
Hunter were watching atten-
tively. "They were pumped up
because they knew if | got a fair
jump it would be a long one. As
soon as | saw they still believed
in me, no problem.’

She cleared 6.75m on her
third attempt to lie fourth at the
halfway point

She briefly displaced
halfway leader Dawn Burrell
with a 6.88 in the fourth round
but Burrell regained the lead
with a leap of 6.96m

With the pressure
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{0 make

the Olympic team off, Jones un

.“\IH- Flcian j2 1

to win the 400m das=h ol 1h

California University on July 16

"y |
@
rked

aith attempt, her
jurmp i 13 months

hier
lirst 7-immeter
She fouled

L ieaj ! U2 o1

her sixth, running through
the pit

Jones said she knew the
periormance wouldn't silence
all the critics wh say she
should improve on her long
junip tecnnique, but it was

MARION

enough for her
When vou jump 7 meters
you know vou're going the right
lirection,” she
Burrell took second with a
final jump of 6,97 and Shana
Willlams was third with 6.87

he victory Kepl Jones

JONES

said

011
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pic trials at the
— AFP photo
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on course

urse for her goal of winning
the 100m, 200m, long jump and

two relay golds in Sydney. She
won the 100m on Saturday t
qualify for that event

lhere was no drama 10

! 1 11
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Michael J«

pleted the first stage ol his cam

paign to repeat his 200-400m

double of the Atlanta Games
Johnson. who has be

nursing a sore left achilles ali

week, still cruised to vi .'
the 400m final in 43.68, the
fastest time in the world this
VEdal
- Alvin Harris S 5 1l
in 44.6 and veteran Antonio
Pettigrew third in 44 0

Jolimson wi lakes 34
100m world 1 rd-holder
Maurice Greene in the 1)
next weekend his
heel after the race . 1gain
sajd it was just a precaution

It's been sore throughout the
rounds he said We've just
tried to take precautions. [t
didn’'t bother me. Hopefully that
will continue to be the cass

While Johnson ruised

women high jumpers and men
pole vaulters had to claw their
way onto the Olympic team in
jump-offs, the first at a US tri-
als since 1936

KRarol Damon won the high
jump with a leap of 1.93m and
Erin Aldrich was second with
the same height. Amy Acufl
edged Tisha Waller in the jump-
off for third place

Chad Harting claimed the
last olympic ticket in the pole
vault when he won a three-way
jump-off for third place
Lawrence Johnson easily won
the final with a vault of 5.83
and Nick Hysong cleared 5.73
for second

The final was missing Jefl
Hartwig, the top jumper in the
world this year. who no-
heighted in the preliminaries

Latasha Colander-Richard-
son won the women's 400m fi-

nal in 49.87. ahead of Jearl
Miles-Clark and Michelle
Collins.

Hall of Fame
title Wessels'

NEWPORT, Rhode Island,
July 17: Peter Wessels of the
Netherlands Kkept his serve all
match Sunday and beai Jens
Knippschild of Germany 7-6. 6-
3 to win the Hall of Fame Ten-
nis Championship, reports AP,

The match featured two un-
seeded plavers participating in
their first ATP final

Wessels earned 49.500 dol-
lars in winning the only quss-
court pro tournament in North
America.

‘I didn't play a great match.,
but it was good enough.” Wessels
said. "I'm not a big server. My
serve is more precise. | pick my
Spots.” .

Gert Wessels, Peter's father,
saw his son play for the first
titnie ontside the Netherlands

To get my first win and have
my father here is a great feel-
ing.~ Wessels said.
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