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Fiorontina rope in Nuno Gomes

for Oliseh
LISBON, July 16: The 24-year-old Benfica
Portuguese inter- player, Portugal's fourth-chéice

DORTMUND, Germany, July
16: Nigeria captain Sunday
national Nuno striker before Euro 2000, and
Gomes has signed  one of the major revelatiaris of

JOHANNESBURG, July 16: A
dazzling first-half display of at-
tacking football set up Namibia
for an 8-2 victory over Benin in
an African Nations Cup elimi-

nator this weekend, reports
AFP.

tions early Su ndaﬁ«' morning be-
tween Fiorentina presldcutg\e’lt-
torio Cecchi Gori and Benfica
president Vale e Azevedo.

Ollseh has sald he will not play
for his country at the Sydney

Olvinples so that he can focus A five vear deal the tournament. is report to G
Namibia won the prelimi- on having a good start with his with Itallan Serie Sty mied T 20mes was a prolific scorer
' o i ~ Et ‘l ‘d » -
| new club Borussia Dortmund, - have fetched 18.7 million dol for Portugal at junior levels of

nary-round tie 8-4 on aggregate,
having lost the first leg : -gain
Cotonou two weeks ago, and
qualified for the group phase
beginning in September,
hiere were nine goals in an
amazing first half at a sparsely
populated Independence Sta-
dium with Benin levelling twice
through Issifou Assouma inside
12 minutes of the kickoft.

Hat-trick hero Sylvester
Goraseb put the Brave Warriors
ahead a third time with a 20th-
minute shot off a Johannes
Hindjou corner that gave goal-
kKeeper Jean-Louis Noumhagan
no chance.

Razundara Tjikuzu from
German Bundesliga club Werder
.Bremen struck twice, Quinton
Jacobs converted a penalty and
Goraseb grabbed his third to
leave Namibia 7-2 ahead by
half-time.

Hindjou and Ruben van Wyk
had the ball in the net during
the second half only to be ruled
offside before Collin Benjamin
completed the rout with a close-
range shot 13 minutes from the
final whistle.

It was a record goal haul for
Namibia and equalled their
biggest victory margin set
against Botswana at the same
stage of the Nations Cup four
years ago.

Namibia had vowed revenge
after being badly treated In

. Benin, where they stayed in a
mosquito-infested hotel packe

—

yesterday.

Spanish giants Real Madrid's presidential candidate Florentino Perez (L) showing his
vote to photographers prior to casting his ballot at the club's headquarters in Madrid

Real Madrid’s presidential polls

Bright signs for Sanz

members had voted by 12HO0O0,

— AFP photo

European Cup litles,

reports AFP,

Oliseh, who has just moved
to Dortmund from Juventus on
a live vear contract for 8 mil-
lion dollars, joins midfielder
Jay-Jay OKocha in knocking
back an ionvitation from Nige-
rla's coach Duteh coach Jo
Bonirere to join the under 23
Olymplc squad as over-age
players.

‘I would be away for a long
time preparing lor Sydney, that
would be unfair towards Dorl-
mund,” 25-year-old Oliselr said.

"At the beginning of the year
I was away with Nigeria for six
weeks at the Africa Cup and
when | came back 1 had lost iy
place at Juventus.” '

Okocha, at Paris St Ger-
main, says he would prefer to
concentrate on playing for
Nigerla's senior teamn,

Sunday Oliseh may vet to
have plaved a game for Dort-
mund but he has intimate
knowledge of the Bundesliga
after playing 52 games for FC
Cologne between 1995 and 1997,

Nigeria are facing difficult
times as they bid to defend their
Olympic title in Sydney.

Typical of their shoddy
preparations was the recent
cancellation of a training camp
i Germdny when the Nigeria
Football Association failed to
pay for it i time, allowing an-
other team to move in.

L
I

A side Florentina, the sports
press reported here Sunday,
reports AFP. '

lars.

lowing three hours of negotia-

Agreement was reached fol-

- WOon on a controversial

football and became
sought after following thrr%cth
rupéa:t: ﬁh?mpiunshi S.
utl ne iaces an elght-mont

UEFA ban for his rgl?e in ltlh?:
fracas which followed Porty-

I's Euro 2000 semi-final de-
eat by France, wheén he pushed
the referee in a free-for-all
which ensued when the French

alty.
Filorentina alr:ad?enhage
another Portuguese interna.
tional Rul Costa and the club
had been showing Interest in
adding Gomwe .. to their line-up.

Gomes has become much
sort after following the Euro-
pean championships with other
clubs reportedly interested in
him includini English Pre-
miership side Arsenal, Turkish
sid; gznerbahce and Spanish
clu portivo La ., Real
Socledad and Valeggi!: na

However, his Fet out clause
with Benfica would put the club
back an estimated 15 million
dollars. |

Gomes has been a prolific
scorer for Portugal at junfor
levels of football, ™ .

With Ajax's Dani and
Sporting Lisbon's Beto, he was
European under-18 champion,
lourth at the Atlanta Olympics
and third {n the 1995 under-20
world championships in Qatar.

Fiorentina, desperate to beef
up their forward line following
the transfer of Argentine su-

with prostitutes and hired taxis 7“1-‘\[}RLD- July 162 ity polls opening at 0900 While 53-year-old Perez, Oki }labits Eﬂslﬂr]Ga’hrl?I Batistuta to AS
to reach the match venue be- Done _JO.{_W{‘H] Ine- (0700 GMT) who is in the construction lﬂlliffl. ]?lxe also signed Brazil-
cause their bus failed to arrive mbers ol Euro- With some 20,000 postal businegss and failed in his pre- an youth ioternational striker

Other Southern Africa min-
nows were less fortunate with
Swaziland losing 3-0 in Kenya
and Botswana 2-0 in Madagas-
car to make early exits from the
biennial championship.

Bernard Onyango nudged
Kenya in front after 16 minutes
in the coastal city of Mombasa
and late goals from Belgium-
based Mike Okoth and Sammy
Simiyu left the Harambee Stars
9-3 overall winners.

trick as Gabon outclassed min-

pean champions
Real Madrid head-
ed to the pools
here Sunday to vote for either
current president Lorenzo Sanz
of his challenger Florentino
Perez, reporls AFP.

According to exit polls car-
ried out by the sports daily
Marca, Sanz was heading the
race by midday (1015 GMT) with
06.7 i‘n:t'f:t:“[ ol votes against
43.3 percent for Perez, in what

votes to be counted the final re-
sults are expected to be known
by 0030 GMT.

- The elections were called ]J},'
Sanz on June 16, even though
his five-year mandate does not
expire until June 2001.

The two candidates fought a
tough campaign exchanging a
wide range of insults and accu-
sations in the highly media-
tized battle '

Using the slogan Promises

vious bid in 1996, has focused
on the club’'s financial record
and promised to wipe out the
crippling 43 billion pesetas (242
million dollar) debt with a five-
year plan.

The final day's electioneer-
ing saw Sanz accuse his oppo-
nent of vote-buying and having
no experience in the world of
football.

Perez accused Sanz of calling
a snap election to ensure that

die hard!

LONDON, July 16: British
football legend George Best has
started drinking again despite
having been fold to give up al-
cohol to stay alilve, the News ol
the World reported Sunday, re-
ports AFP.

The weekly said Best, 54. had
been found slumped on a park
bench early on Friday. He sub-
sequently checked himself into

NUNO GOMES

Leandro Amaral in a four year
deal with an option for a fur-
ther year. i

The player, currently with
Brazilian side Portuguesa dos
Desportos, is reported to have
signed a deal worth in the re-

ion of 20 billion lira (9.7 mil-
ion dollars).

The move follows the break-
down of negotiations for the 23-
year-old player's planied
transfer to Portuguese side FC

Frequent scorer Hary Ran- | looks like a tightly fought bat- made Realitv" the 56-year-old there were no oppoients and | 4 “f'“““ farm. : : Porto.
drianaivo put Madagascar | tle. Sanz. a property developer, depriving club members of hay- ~ The IUI'IHtI'l Manchester
ahead with three minutes gone Real Madrid's website caleu- called on voters to judge him on ing their say in the future of the (inited and M»Hﬂln*rn Ireland J_Lea ue
in Antananarivo and an early lated that 8.69 percen. of club his record which include two elub. St famed for his football ge- g |
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Ralaitafika put the Indian 0 lifestivle. had not drunk for | o o ,
Ocean islanders through 2-1 on - R R o ey .
South Africa target WC 2010 Tokyo shine wit aral

Etienne Bito'o scored a hat- !

f

nows Sao Tome e Principe 4-|
to advance 5-2

]
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overall. Valery Ondo-Ebe was Iulv 16: South: said . was established more than 80 . Brazilian 5t;|ker FC Tokyo's two Brazilian for-  his brother as he struck honie a
the other Gabonese marksman A\ rIcan Blaothall [hat is something the at-  vears ago, when America. the \maral scorgd a Wwards afterwards, allowing decider in the }12th minute to

and Ramos Amilcar hit a late |

: | olficlals will ask torneys are looking at, which is  Caribbean and Africa were stil) goal for.a f?“”“ PORYO ,!,u t_'ou_uler-at_tad:;_ : put an end to sudden death extra -.
consolation goal. | world governing the possibility,” he said. AHAeE Bnlonis] Fote W 4 pame in a gow to It was a fonrth straight vic-  time to beat Fukuoka 3-2. S
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AFP.

In the eighth and second-last
round on Saturday he defeated
German Grand Master Robert
Huebner, 51, to take first place
with 5.5 points.

Kramnik now needs only a
draw today against Alexander
Khalifman of Russia to at least

the 2010 \World Cup after losing

whether to call for a revote for
the 2006 event, Jordaan told
AFP.

Jordaan and a delegation of
his colleagues will raise these
issues at FIFA's August 3 con-
ference, he said.

FIFA's July 6 vote for the
host of the 2006 World Cup be-

Dempsey but democraey - Eu-

Football Association (SAFA)
official 1old the Sunday Inde-
pendent newspaper on the con-
dition ol anonymnity,

‘We didn't go down on our
knees with a bowl and ask for
crumbs.” he said, referring to
South Africa’s 2006 World Cup
bid, which had emphasised that

Europeans:obotause they,

independence and self-reliance.
Yet Europe still ¢lings to that
outdated mentality.

"That is why (the July 6)
shocking decision was taken
against the interests of global
football.”

South Africa's biggest news-
paper group Independent News-

more than four months aftog
collapsing in London :nd need-
INng emergency treatinent i
March.

Doctors said that his liver
was al great risk of collapsing if
he continued to drink.

Best's latest binge began on
Thursday night after a row witl
his wile Alex and coéontinued

é;::,,#:f"aﬂeﬂfiﬁj&’;‘f'ﬂ

“We must impragve the gnal-

ity of our game, but anyway, iy

players are doing really well,
although we've bgun studied by
our opponerits,” said FC Tokyo
coach Kivoshi Odma.

Shimizu controlled the game

for most thlleé".r'ne. but Koike's

long-ranged g¢oal frustrated

TRy e

L

winl over Cerezo Osaka.
Japaes larimer top striker
"Ring Kazu,” Kazuyoshi Miura

- of Kyoto Purple Sanga, gave a

bouquet to his elder brother Ya-
sutoshi Miura of Avispa
Fukuoka for his 200th game in
the league shortly before the
match. -

gaine

ran out 3-1 winners over regu-

blanked Kashiwa Reysol 1-0.
Nagoya Grampus Eight also

their first win of the sec-

ond stage beating Vissel Kobe 3-

I. while first-stage winners

Yokohama Marinos breezed
past Sanfrecce Hiroshima 4-2
with Korean striker Yoo Sang-
Chul scoring twice.

tie for first place. Khalifnan | came C‘Ulilm‘h'ﬁl‘ﬁidl dflt"F Ocea- the tournament has never been papers, public broadcaster | (1ronul to the ! : 53 f -
has vet to win a game. nia representative Charles held in Africa in its 70-year SABC, television station e.tv Fl"' l,ni.‘l m,“ s HI_H” Haves, of ” O & .
| Dn-gmsrﬁ}' abstained, Ircwlu];mg history. and a leading supermarket LIH :;I} morning in ::Imimllwtrluf _:
. ) : in Germany winning the bid by "We presented a strong case ain « »oting i X OlItiol: wialering ~HOI1CS. S1Ie ' -'
World V'ball Ledgue 12 votes to South Africa's 11. bably hev didn' T GH Ry’ e S >BNAULES 1 News of the World said. -’ |
201 and probably they didn't like it.  for a petition to be presented to He 1At e hon e
. Dempsey had been mandated  They do not like to see ‘these in-  FIFA for the 2010 World Cup to ~+ie later checked hith |
ta YT! LSS1a by his federation to vote for clinic in southern England 1« :

in final

South Africa should England be
eliminated,

dependent Africans' because
they feel their control slipping
away and they are scared at the

be brought to South Africa.
Most South Africans were
devastated about the loss of the

dry out for 24 hours, but was
back in London on Saturday,

'/ LONDON. July 16:

United. I had a great time at Old

pound move from rivals Leeds

YT, o T . o S SO - - _ e Al Retired  French  Trafford but it would be diffi- in 1992, playing a major role in
ROTTERDAM. Julv 16: Italy rewtti: ﬁrt:u::l?l T};:ifi‘-““?‘:]‘ﬂ [‘II::!*I‘:‘ lhuligi;l that they will no longer 2006 event, which economists the newspaper sald. toothball  legend ru‘lt to follow Alex who, | think. the club'sprfj'a'h’agl* J [
J . 3 : . L s . W :.. o G o - “f e T . - E 4 - ] o — . " : a i {
regained form Saturday 1o |"tion, but South African ofir | MO VST 1 the & mch needed iip (o e ccon: | Leeds discuss Crie Sautona s the best matiager fn the | However his fiery tempera- |
BYSIEn. ot herkr (ot ihed _Fl“-‘B- ('i'i[..; £l -H“” rx.}d”“.“g f:.t“ ! “T -!ll;,llrll. | :‘;Iili_'xl:illrhilu-?illl much-needed fl]l[! to the econ- Saturdayv threw world. However. | yJLil{l handle ment followed him across the 1
cll: p b t . ' ] 3 = | Js acs ] [ ' § . 7, el .
World League Championship : _ membership « A has been omy. : his hat into the it. Channel and the maverick, yet 1-

match, edging Yugoslavia in a
five-set thriller, 16-25, 25-15
17-25, 25-23, 15-12, reports AP.

fresh contract
with O

iy 19 sueceed Sir Alex
Fergusanr s Manchester United
manager, reports AFP.

Cantona has o plans to re-
turi to football at the moment,
claiming: "I really enjoy my life

brilliant striker often found
himself at odds with the estab-
lishment and was handed an

Italy, which have won the The/ former United striker, right now. But in the future, eight-month ban following his 1.
World League seven times in the LEEDS, England, July 16: | 1u Lojrdon te play in the well see.” ' infamous kung-fu kick on fan '
10-year history of the competi- English Premiership side Leeds | Dreamecast Beach Football The wnran who Ferguson Matthew Simmonds at Crystal

tion, earned a meeting in Sun-
day's title match against Russia.

UNDATED. July 16:
foothall briefs on Sunday:

AFP

"He is a good player but he
disappointed me greatly when

ALVEWS WELCOME
CROATIAN STRIKER

United are already discussing a
new deal with manager David

Challénge at Richmond Athletie
Grougyd, said he could "handle”

claims was his best signing
reckons English football is the

Palace in January 1995.
But Cantona revealed that

‘Brazil beat the Russians in BONFRERE'S “f' ‘T'”"'fl down au invitation to VITORIA, Spain: Croatlan O'Leary even though he still has the job of following Sir Alex  best in the world and that Kevin England still holds a special |
Saturday's round-robin finale, BOL_D WORI_}S. | e l‘l_t_':_\‘ lor the Olympic team international Jurica Vucko was four years to run on his current h'rguson_ who will not seek an Keegan was right to adopt an at- PIHE‘E in his heart. ]
25-22, 20-25, 25-11, 18-25, 15- LAGOS, Nigeria: Nigeria's twice. on Saturday presented by his contract, chairman Peter Rids- | €xXtepsion to' his current I had a very good time here

11. but finished with a 3-2
record and edged out Yugoslavia
for second place in the six-na-

underfire coach Jo Bonfrere
said Saturday the Super Eagles
will qualify for the 2002 World

"He showed up after our
World Cup game against Sierra
Leone but 1 had to send him

new club Spanish First Divi-
sjon side Alaves,
The 23-vear-old striker has

dale said Sunday, reports AFP.
Ridsdale said that he wants
the Irishman to becomne the

(.'Uly‘[ ract. .
antona, now coiie entrating

on; his career as an actor, said:

tacking approach at Euro 2000.

Cantona - once labelled the
bad-boy of French footbhall -
was an instant hit at Old Traf-

and | love the football,” he said.
"The fans are very passion-
ate and are the best to play for

tion competition on sets won. C”}-’ Jb.‘-' 'R‘f'}“"ﬂ arch-rivals back to his club because he had  sjpned a fotir-year contract with longest-serving manager in the | "I//really love Manchester ~ ford following his 1.2million in the world.
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