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Lete make things bettor

10 killed as bomb goes off

in crowded Pak train

KARACHI, July 16: A bomb
ripped through a crowded pas-
senger train bound for the city
of Karachi in Southern Pak-
istan today, killing 10 people
and injuring 30 others, railway
officials and doctors said, re-
ports AP.

The train was pulling out of
the station in Hyderabad, 160
kilometers north of Karachi,
when the bomb went off in a
rear railway car, officials said.

Troops promptly cordoned
off the area. Raillway oftlicials
said residents reacted quickly,
rushing victims to a nearby
hospital.

No one claimed responsibil-
ity for the explosion, and police
said they had no suspects.

*It was an act of terrorism,
but it is premature to say who
was involved,” sald Hyderabad
police superintendent Moazim
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Jah Anzari. "We are investigat-
ing.”

Four passengers died in the
emergency wnrcfnf the hospital,
railway workers said. Hospital
officials said another four peo-
ple died within an hour. An-
other two passengers died later
of their injuries.

Doctors said the number of
infured also increased as pas-
sengers arrived at the hospital
with minor injuries, many of
them with cuts and bruises
There were still several passen-
gers considered to be in serious
condition, they said

The authorities were still
trying to identify four ol the
dead, said the state-run news
agency Associated Press of Pak-
iIstan.

The hospital also declared
an emergency, putting out an
appeal for blood donors and
calling in additional staff to
help treat the victims

*The train was just leaving
when there was a huge bang,
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Student pol'itic's in
Sylhet suspended
for 2 months

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, July 16: Activities
of student organisations in all
educational Iinstitutions In
Sylhet have been declared sus-
pended for two months.

The decision was taken at a
meeting of the leaders of Awami
League, BNP, Jatiya Party, Ja-
maat and Khelafat Majlish at
the pourasava auditorium last
night.

Chaired by the . Sylhet
pourasava chairman Badar Ud-
din Ahmed Kamran. the meet-
ing was also addressed by the
district Awami League president
Syed Abu Nosor, vice president
siraj Uddin Ahmed, general
secretary ANM Shafique, joint
secretaries Iftekhar Hossain
Shamim and Abdul Khalique
Mayon, district BNP president
MA Haque, general secretary
Aridul Hagque Chowdhury, city
Jamaat Ameer Dr Shaliqur
Rahman and south district
Ameer Moulana Habibur
Rahman, and city secretary
Hafiz Abdul Hai Harun, district
Jativa Party president
Advocate Giasuddin Ahmed and
organising secretary Advocate
Abdul Hal Quayum and the di-
visional coordinator of Khe-
lafat Majlish Moulana Nezam
Uddin and district secretary

Tk 10 lakh
snatched in
Chittagong

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, July 16: Mug-
gers snatched Tk 10 lakh at
gunpoint from the employees of
a transport service in front of
Rupali Bank at Laldighi area
near Chittagong Metropolitan
Police headquarters this morn-
ing, police and witnesses said.

The muggers who waylaid,
snatched the money from a pri-
vate car at 9 am while the em-

ployees of S Alam Transport .

Service were going to deposit it
with the bank.

The muggers hurriedly left
the scene in an autorickshaw,
witnesses said.

Moulana Abdul Aziz and presi-
dent of Sylhet Press Club Muk-
tabis-Un-Noor,

A 19-member Steering
Committee was also formed in
the meeting to take necessar)
steps for creating a congenial
atmosphere in the educational
institutions

Members of the committee
includes president and general
secretaries of all the political
parties, chairman Syihet
pourasava and the president of
Sylhet Press Club.

The newly formed commit-
tee will hold its first meeting at
7:15 pm on July 30.

2 held for selling
rotten rice in

Khulna

From Staff Correspondent

|

KHULNA, July 16: A group of |
smugglers are allegedly selling |

rotten Indian rice in local mar-
kets.

They stole 600 bags of rotten
rice from Romanian ship at
Mongla Port on the night of

1

July 4, Mongla thana police |

said.
Police later arrested two

bags of stolen rice from differ-
ent places of the city. The rest
570 bags are still untraced.

A group of smugglers of
Khulna Skid Ghat were al-
legedly involved in pilfering
rice from the ship.

The Romanian ship MV Ar-

dial arrived at Mongla Port on |
May 4 last year carrying over |

6,800 mt of rice imported by the
government.

According to the food de- |

partment, 4,187 mt of rice was
detected rotten after unloading
2,613 metric tonnes from the
ship

The unloading of the rice be-
gan on May 21 and continued
till August 19.

The food department later

declared 4,187 mt rotten and |

again loaded the rice in the ship
without making any proper se-
curity arrangement. -

1
pel- |
sons and recovered 30 out of 600 |

|

smoke everywhere and people
screaming,” sald a passenger,
who identified himself only as
Azim. He was traveling with his
sister and her two children in
the passenger car carrying the
explosive device. ‘

But the man only suffered
cuts and bruises. The rear of the
rallway car was a tangled mess
of twisted steel.

In recent months, there have
been several bombings in Pak-
istan. Most of the explosions
have occurred in the eastern
province of Punjab, the coun-
try's largest and most populous
region.

However, Karachl, Pak-
Istan's largest city of 14 million
people, also has been a target,

Pakistani authorities have
blamed many of the explosions
on neighboring India, but the
accusations have not been pub-
licly backed by evidence.

Body to resolve
power problem

in garment
factories soon
| By Staff Correspondent

The Bangladesh Garment
Xlanufacturera and Exporters
ssoclation has urged the gov-
ernment to act to resolve power
and gas problems in the
garment factorles.

‘A BGMEA delegation led by
its' president made the appeal
yesterday while (t called on
State Minister for Energy and
Mineral Resources Prof.
Rafiqul Islam, sald a BGMEA
press release,

BGMEA President Anisur
Rahman Sinha told the state
minister that power crisis has
been seriously hampering pro-
duction in export-oriented
readymade garments.

Tf:r minister sald the gov-
ernment is very sincere about
the development of the garment

Col Malek
dead

Col (retd) M A Malek, a vet-
eran-freedom fighter and
Awami League leader, died of
heart attack in the city's
Suhrawardy Hospital early yes-
terday morning. He was 68, re-
ports UNB.

Family sources said Col
Malek was admitted to the hos-
pital on Friday night as he fell
sick during a public meeting in
Manikganj.

He was buried at his family
graveyard in Manikganj.

Late Malek was Mayor of
Dhaka City Corporation and
Textile Minister of Ershad gov-
ernment. He joined Awami
League and contested the par-
liamentary by-election from
Manikganj last year.

He left behind his wife, a son
and a daughter.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday visited the
Baridhara residence of late
Malek and expressed her deep
shock at the sudden demise of
the AL leader. She also consoled
the bereaved members of his
family.

Two fishermen
drown in Bay

COX'S BAZAR, July 16: Two
fishermen drowned in the Bay
of Bengal off the Cox's Bazar sea
beach while they were fishing
this morning, police said, re-
ports BSS.

They were identified as Abul
Fazal, 55, and Mofizur Rah-
man, 22.

Both the victimms were the
residents of Kalatoli and Ba-
harchara of Cox's Bazar.

Later, the body of Abul Fazal
was recovered from the sea.

Bangabandhu Murder trial

HC hears confessional statements
of Faruq, Shahriar

The High Court yesterday
heard conlessional statements
of Farug and Shahriar., con-
demned i the Bangabandhu
Murder Case.reports UNB

The court will hold hearing
today and is expected to give
ruling on a petition for outside-

the-prison treatment of another

condemned accused, Bazlur
Huda, providing him with daily
necessaries like nail cutter and
allowing him to meet his
counsel.

Proceedings In the court of
Justice Mohammad Rulul
Amin and Justice A B M
Khairul Haque, hearing the
death reference and convicts'
appeals in the historic case,
remained adjourned for three-
and-half hours yesterday from
11.30 am.

As the hearing began after
weekend in the morning, de-
fence counsel Afzal Hossain
read out remaining part of
cross-examinations of Investi-

tion officer ASP Abdul Kahar

d from page 638-650 of the
1099-page paper book.

When he suu%ht permission
to start reading from examina-
tion of the accused by the trial
court under Section 342 of the
CrPC, the HC division bench
asked him to read out from con-

fessional statements of the ac-

cused terming those "more im-
portant”,
. Then the lawyer read out

from confessional statements
of Lt Col (dismissed) Syed Farug
Rahman and Lt Col (retd) Sultan
Shahriar Rashid Khan from
vage 740-752. They, however,
ave petitions to retract the
confessions, incorporated in a
supplementary paper book for
the HC.

In his confessional state-
ment Faruq sald as per plan Col
Abdur Rashid had political con-
tact with Khandakar Mush-
taque. "Rashid, Dalim and
Mushtaque decided to topple the
BAKSAL government and [ sup-

orted for logical reasons,” Ee
1ad stated before a ma&lstrat(—
court after police remand.

Faruq In his statement,
made under Section 164 of the
CrPC, quoted Abdur Rashid as
saying that the then deputy
chief of army staff, Major Gen-
eral Ziaur Rahman, would sup-
port the bid if they could kill
President Shelkh Mujibur
Rahman.

Elaborating on their final
operation preparations in the
name of night parade in the
small hours on August 15,
Faruq said as one officer had
wanted to know about the bid,
he replied that there was no
other option but to change the
government,

"Bangladesh will be sub-
servient to India. The key Is one

erson — Sheikh Mujib — ...
here {s only one way ... The

change Is possible through
yroclamation by him (Mujib). If
1e doesn't agree, if there is any
resistance, none of us will sur-
vive," Faruq had said before the
putsch.

"... So he (Mujib) will have to
be executed. Political change
will be dealt by Rashid," the
principal accused in the murder
case confessed in the magistrate
court to have said to the officers
during the night parade.

About Faruq's role in the
most gruesome killings in the
country, Col Shahriar in his
confessional statement said he
(Faruq) by moving in a tank
had Inactivated the Rakkhi
Bahinl and gone to Bangaband-
hu's residence on August 15
morning.

Shahrilar said he, Rashid
Chowdhury and another officer
had gicme to Serniabat's home
and then radio station already
captured by Major Daliin while
Major Mohluddin, Major Noor,
Major Bazlul Huda and Major
Aziz Pasha conducted operation
at 32 Dhanmondl street.

Accurdl:;\% to his statement,
Risaldar oslemuddin had
made the foray Into Shelkh
Monl's residence. Major Mohi-
uddin along with 2 Fleld Ar-
tillery men fired from cannon
on the residence of President
Sheikhh Mujib from other side
of Dhanmondl Lake.

See page 11 col 8

industry and that a joint com-
mittee comprising representa-
tives fromn the ministry, BG-
MEA, Dhaka Electric Supply
Authority (DESA), Power De-

velopment Board (PDB) and Ru-

ral Electrification Board (REB)
shall be formed to resolve
ower problem, the press re-
ease sald,

The joint committee will
submit recommendations be-
fore the prime minister on how
to deal with the power crisis in
garment factories, the state
minister salid.

The DESA chairman and
other senior officials of DESA
and PDB were present during
the meeting, the press release
added. -

Young man
chopped to
death at
Bagerhat

BAGERHAT, July ' 16: A

young man was chopped to

death by unidentified as-
sailants at Ranobijoypur in the
town today, reports UNB.

The dead was identified as
Russell Mia, 32, of Kuliadar vil-
lage in Sadar upazila, report-
edly an activists of Jubo League.

Police said the assailants at-
tacked Russel and his friénd
Badal while they were returning
home by motorbike at about I
pm.

They chopped Russel to
death while Badal managed 1o
flee with minor injuries.

Earlier, the attackers fired
20 bullets and exploded bombs
to terrorise people,

Later, local people put up
barricades at C&D-Crossing
blocking traffic on the Bager-
hat-Khulna highway for an
hour from 5 pm protesting the
Killing.

Police rushed to the spot and
brought the situation under
control.

Local people also brought out
a procession in the town de-
manding trial of the Killers.

Shibir activist
beaten up: 7
DMC rooms

ransacked
By DU Correspondent

Activists of Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL), the stu-
dent front of ruling party, al-
legedly beat up an activist of Is-
lami Chhatra Shibir at the Fa-
zle Rabbi Hall of the Dhaka
Medical College Saturday night.

The victim was said to be
Abdullah, a second year student
of the college. Sources said BCL
activists took Abdullah to
Room B-6 of Fazle Rabbi Hall
and beat him up.

The BCL activists also rai-
sacked at least seven rooms of
Shibir activists at the hall as
part of their operation at differ-
ent halls of the DMC to make
those free of Shibir activists,

The BCL men also locked
five rooms of Dr Milan Hall of
DMC during their drive. The
rooms are 113, 131, 133, 301
and B-1.

Tuition fee hike

48-hr strike at
Islamic Varsity
from today

From IU Correspondent

KUSHTIA, July 16: Chhatra
Oikya has called a 48-hour
strike beginning on Monday, at
the Islamic University demand-
ing withdrawal of enhanced tu-
ition fee.

Five other student bodies —
JCD, Shibir, Chhatra Unlon,
Chhatra Moitry and Chhatra
Front — have expressed thelr
solidarity with the strike call.
Prof Mohammad Kayes Uddin,
Vice-Chancellor of the Univer-
sity, formed a committee on
Thursday to settle the issue
with the student bodies.

The comnittee sat twice
with the student leaders, but
failed to resolve the issue.

Chhatra Olkya brought out a
procession on the campus today
in support of two-day strike.

Bangladesh Paribesh Andolon demonstrating at Amin Ba

Turag river from pollution.
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zar in the city vesterday to save

— Star photo

Strike: No treatment
at NICVD

By Staff Correspondent

The doctors' strike at the
National Institute of Cardio-
vascular Diseases is forcing
many patients to go back home
from the outpatient depart-
ment. _

Many patients who came to
see doctors at the hospital yes-
terday could not do so even after
waliting for hours at the out-
doors.

The strike at the hospital
was called in protest against
suspension orders by the Health
Ministry on three NICVD
physicians.

The suspension orders took
effect from yesterday following
recommendation of the three-
member parliamentary stand-
ing committee on health min-
istry on July 9 this year.

The suspension and subse-
quent protest by the doctors fol-
lowed the death of Zulfigar Ali
Bhutto, a Jatiya Party MP from
Jhalakhati, at the hospital on
May '5 this year. A group of
youths reportedly ransacked
the hospital recently alleging
negligence of duty by the doc-
tors who treated Bhutto.

Azim Mahmud, a retired
government officer, waited
more than five hours yesterday
at the corridor on the ground
floor but his turn never came.

"l am going back without see-
ing any doctor. And this has
happened for the second day to-
day,” he said.

Many other patients sitting
outside the consultants' rooms

See page 11 col 4

Draft voter list
on July 18

The draft voters’ list will be
published on July 18, an offi-
clal handout said here yester-
day, reports BSS.

Eligible voters dropped out
of this draft list have been re-
quested to contact the Election

Commission office over Tele- |
I’JIIGI]ES 9129773 and 9129033 or |

ocal election offices directly.

ZIA to have
5 more bird
shooters

Civil Aviation Authority
(CAA) has taken urgent steps to
engage five more bird shooters
at Zia International Airport
(ZIA) to protect the passenger
aircraft from flying birds, a
CAA press release said yester-
day, reports BSS.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday called upon
the affluent and voluntary or-
;anls-atlons to help out around

O lakh working children
through schooling so they can
find way to an enlightened life,
reports UNB.

“These children have lots of

latent and potential. They need

care, affection and education to
flourish their talent and reha-
bilitate themselves in the soci-
ety.”

Hasina Issued the appeal
while distributing cheques for
stipend to the brilliant working
school children at Osmani Au-
ditorium. She expressed the re-
solve that her government
would not allow any children to
be left out of school,

This year about 500 male
and female working students
were selected for stipend under
a scheme of the Primary and
Mass Education Division.

The children who earn their
own bread study at 44 Shishu
Kalyan Primary Schools run by
Shishu Kalyan Trust (former
Pathakali Trust).

Zimbabwe
too good for
Windies
Sport Reporter

A magnificent unbroken 186
runs partnership between Mur-
ray Goodwin and Grant Flower

ropelled Zimbabwe to a com-
ortable six-wicket victory over
West Indies in the third and last
meeting between the teams in
the triangular series at Chester-
le-Street, Durham yesterday.

Goodwin blasted a fantastic
112 not out as Zimbabwe
reached 290 for four in 49.1
overs chasing the seemingly
daunting West Indies total of
287 for five.

.l ARKAY
Arkay Textile Mfg. Co. Ltd.
109 Park Road, D.O.H.S. (New), Mohakhali, Dhaka.

Rejoinder

This rejoinder is issued to contradict misleading imputat.ions carried in a news item published in a Bengali
Daily Newspaper on July 10th against ARKAY TEXTILES MFG. CO. LTD.

To put the record straight the following facts are placed for general information:

1. ARKAY TEXTILES MFG. CO. LTD. is an Export oriented Textile Industry. It was allowed by the
Custom, Excise & Vat authorities to pay Excise Duty on its local production under the provisions of Rule
96KK of the Excise and Salt Act, 1944 vide their License No. 4/R/License/Tex/2/93 dated 4.8.93. The

authorities issued the License after examining the relevant legal provisions as existed at the time.

2. Since then ARKAY TEXTILES MFG. CO. LTD. has been regularly paying Excise Duty on the basis of
the above Rules and has never defaulted in its payment. Copies of receipted challans through which
Excise Duty has been paid every month have also been regularly submitted to the authorities. The
fgcilities granted under Rule 96KK 1is still available as the same has not been cancelled or withdrawn.

3. For sometimes past there has been a change of interpretation of relevant legal provisions by Custom,
Excise and Vat authorities as to relevant legal provisions relating to the applicability of the Excise and
Salt Act. 1944 vis-a-vis- VAT Act relating to towel. While ARKAY TEXTILES MFG. CO. LTD. has been
mai'ptaining that 'Towel' produced by it is an excisable item under the Excise and Salt Act, 1944 and
hence not liable to payment of VAT, it has been the stand of the authornities that Towel is an item that
should come under the VAT Act and liable to Vat and not Excise Duty. Strangely enough, the authorities
never cancelled or withdrew the facilities they provided to ARKAY TEXTILES MFG. CO. LTD. under
the license granted by them under Rule 96KK of the Excise and Salt Act, 1944, Surely for the same item
there can not be payment twice once under Excise Act and another under Vat Act. ARKAY TEXTILES
MFG. CO. LTD. strongly maintain that towel was covered by Excise & not Vat. _
ARKAY TEXTILES MFG. CO. LTD's stand that towel was not covered by the existing legal provisions
has been vindicated by the passage of Finance Bill 2000 during last session of the parliament where in
due amendments have been brought in the First Schedule of Excise and Salt Act 1944. Thus, before this
amcndmeﬁht was brought, Towel continued to be covered by Excise Act and not Vat Act.

\

There exist\a bone of contention between the authorities and ARKAY TEXTILES MFG. CO. LTD.
involving contentious points of law which are yet to be adjudicated upon by the higher authorities and

courts. “'-

\

4. Insuch circurhstances, publication of fabricated stories and irresponsible imputations is likely to
seriously prejudice the course of justice to which ARKAY TEXTILES MFG. CO. LTD. is legally entitled
to and may deprive it from vindicating its stand.

i

All concerned are thé;efore requested not to indulge in fabrication of facts and publishing unverified
imputations that may affect the valuable rights of the concemn to justice and fair play.

\
\
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