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Schett sails

KLAGENFURT, July 15: Top
seed Barbara Schett on Friday
easily moved into the semifi
nals of the dirs 170,000 Unig
Grand Prix, routing South
African Joannette Kruger 6-3.
6-1 in only 55 minultes, reports
AP,

The 24-year-old Austrian 1Is
looking for her third WTA Tour
title following victories al
Palermo, Italy, in 1996, and
another at Maria Lankowitz,
Austria, a year later.

Schett looked a lot more
consistent than in her second-
round match against German
Jana Kandarr, establishing an
early 5-0 lead in the first sel.
But Kruger recovered somewhat,
narrowing Schett's advantage
to 5-3.

"That was when I thought of
Paris. when [ was clearly ahead
of Sanchez and still lost the
match,” she said, referring to
Spain's Arantxa Sanchez-Vi-
cario. "Whenever ['m clearly
ahead | fall into a mental hole.”

‘Schett did serve out the set
for 6-3, then took only 19 min-
utes to win the second.

"I believe this could have
been a change for a better sec-
ond half of the season,” she
said. "There's still a lot | have
on my mind.”

In order to move into the fi-
nal, she must first beat Spain’s
Angeles Montolio in the semi-
finals on Saturday. Montolio
beat Magdalena Maleeva, of
Bulgaria 6-3, 6-3 in her quarter-
final.

In other matches, unlike
Schett, second-seeded Patty
Schuyder of Switzerland
laboured for more than two
hours before beating Gala L.eon-
Garcia of Spain 2-6, 7-5, 6-4.

Schnyder faces Adriana
Gersi of the Czech Reguhlic in
the other semifinal. Gersi led
Nivtasha Zvereva 6-2 betfore the
Belarussian retired

Naogaon zonal
champs

NAOGAON, July 15: Naogaon
district 12-16 age group teams,
won zonal championship in
kabadi and football tourna-
ment of Rajshahi division re-
cently, reports BSS.

The tournaments were held
at the Rajshahi Physical Educa-
tion College playgrounds. It was
organized by the Divisional
Sport Department.

Army aquatics

The annual swimming and
water polo championship of
Bangladesh Army begins today
at the Armny Swimming Pool in
Banani, reports UNB.

300 swimmers from eleven
different areas of Bangladesh
Army are expected to take parl
in the five-dav meet.

Joyner-Kersee
keeps Qtympic

i Xi il
- ‘hopes alive -

SACRAMENTO. California,
July 15: Jackie Joyner Kersee
may vet rewrite the ending to
her remarkable athletics ca-
reer, reports AFP.

The three-time Olympic gold
medalist survived some shaky
moments Friday to advance to
the long jump final at the US
Olympic Athletics Trials stay-
ing on course to make a filth
Olympic team two years after
officially retiring.

When she hung up her
spikes, Joyner-Kersee was al-
ready the most-honored woimnan
in US Olympic athletics his-
tory, with a total of five medals.

She won the Olympic long
jump in 1988 and earned bronze
in 1996, and she said she was
looking forward to a chance to
focus only on the event after
dominating the demanding
seven-discipline heptathlon for
years.

‘It could be fun,” she said of a
trip to Sydney. "[ get to enjoy it
I've never enjoyed an Olympics.
| come in, do the heptathlon,
stay off my feet, next do the long
jump, then I'm on a plane
home."

Of course, she still has to fin-
ish in the top three in Sunday's
final, and it was clear that two
years without a long jump com-
petition had left her a little
rusty.

"Rusty?” the 38-year-old ath-
lete said. "1 was saying '20 feet?
Girl, you can do better than
that!”

Joyner-Kersee managed just
over that — 6.29m — on her first
jump. Her second was a dismal
4.68m

She qualified ei
her third and fina
6.42m.

"Relieved.” she said of her
dominant emotion. "Because |
was surprised. | asked my
brother, "Do vou think that'll
make it?”

Dawn Burrell was the top
qualifier with a leap of 6.60 on
her first attempt. Meosha Hub-
bard and Shana Willlams both
jumped 6.59. Jenny Adams
posted a 6 58, and Marion Jones
— whose own drive-for-five s
for five pold medals in one
Caimmes — cleared 6 57

Although she hasn't com-
peted In two vyears her
farewel]l event was a long jump
on July 28, 1998, Joyner-Kersee
still holds the US long jump
record of 7.49m.

Now she's aiming for an-
other kind of distance
siretching her Olymipic career
through five Games.

The only other US woman to
make five teams was Willye
White from 1956-72.

I's special to have the op-
portunity 1o make five Olympic
teams,” she said. “It's a test of
my discipline and desire to put
mysell in a position like that.”

Jones, 24, sald she never
doubted her childhood hero
would reach the final, despite
her Jong layvoff and her alarm-
ing second jump

Althongh slu might have
strocgded the first 1wo juiaps, |
knew she'd do
Ne« Cssary,”
her heart

1ith with
jump of
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LONDON, July 15:
Greg Rusedskl's
run of bad form
continued Friday
8] when he lost Great

Britain's opening
Davis Cup singles match to
Ecuador's Nicolas Lapentti 6-3,
6-7 (3/7), 7-5. 4-6, 7-5 in three
hours and 12 minutes, reports
AFP.

Fortunately for home hopes
British numner one Tim Hen-
man subsequently completed a
routine straight sets 6-2, 6-1, 6-
4 win over Luls Morejon to level
the match at 1-1,

Earlier Rusedski threw away
a 4-2 lead In the final set to go
down to world number 11
Lapentti on Wimbledon's num-
ber one court.

It completed a dreadful run
of form for the British number
two who suffered a stunning
first round defeat in the mens
singles at Wimbledon a fort-
night ago.

The 26-year-old then split
from long-time coach Sven
Groeneveld this week just days
before this vital tie which
Britain must win to remain in
the elite 16-nation world group.

But for a tantalising hall
hour it appeared as if Rusedski
had exorcised his demons on
the same court on which he had
lost to Spadea almost three
weeks ago.

Two double faults in the
sixth game of the opening set
gifted Lapentti the one break he
needed to take the set 6-3 in 29

minutes, but Rusedski enjoyed
the better of the second set be-
fore taking it in a tie-break.

At that stage his fraglle serve
seemed to be coming together -
one ace timed at l:%gmp 1 -- but
he needed to save four break

oints in the third before
apentti produced a forehand
winner to take it 7-5.

After a second brief rain de-
lay at 1-1 in the fourth set,
Rusedski again had to save a
break point on his serve to keep
level at 2-2,

He looked unlikely to break
Lapentti's serve, however, until
what looked to be the turning
point of the match in the ninth
game.

For almost the first time in
the tie the Briton managed to
read his opponent’'s serve and
produce something more effec-
tive than a blocked return,
three outright winners helping
him to achieve the vital break
and serve out for the set 6-4,

The momentum appeared to
have swung firmly in Rusedskl's
favour and he immediately
broke in the first game of the
decider as Lapentti’'s resolve
began to walver.

But after saving two break
points to stay in front at 4-2 he
was broken back to make it 4-4
and from then on there was
only going to be one winner, a
double fault gifting Lapentti two
match points which he grate-
fully accepted to give Ecuador a
precions 1-0 lead.

The pressure was now all on
Henman to get his team back on

level terms and the British
nuniber one made the perfect
start against Morejon.

Henman broke in the second
same of the set on his way to a
3-0 lead against a player ranked
a lowly 310 in the world.

And he had little trouble in
wrapping up the set 6-2 in just
26 minutes to give the home
crowd something to cheer.

Henman was playing like a
man poessessed and showed no
mercy to Morejon who looked
like a man out of his depth
against the world number 16,

The second set followed the
pattern of the first as Henman
crudsed into a 3-0 lead and made
absolutely certain with a sec-
ond break as he took the set'|-S
in just 24 minutes.

Morejon showed greater re-
sistance in the third set but
Henman was still in control
winning 6-4,

Saturday's doubles now as-
sumes greater importance with
captain Roger Taylor facing a
tough decision over whether to
drop Rusedski and partner
Henman with either Arvind
Parmar or Barry Cowan.

A delighted Lapentti agreed,
adding: "The doubles is now the
key match. Mentally it was very
important to win the [irst
match.

‘I definitely thought I had a
chance to win, although he is a
better player on grass, 1 am
higher ranked at the moment. |
thought | played a great mateh,
served well and put some pres-
sure on him with the returns.”

American Maurice Greene leads the pack during the men’s 100m dash heat of the US

Olympic team’s trials at the California State Uni. _rsity on July 14.
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SACRAMENTO,
California, July
15: Marion Jones
got down to busi-
= ness in her bid for
five Olvinpic gold medals Fri-
day, alongside her childhood
idol Jackie Joymner-Kersee,
reports AFP.

"Not too much fun today, just
business,” Jones said of the first
day of the US Olympic Athletics
Trials, where she easily led the
first round of the 100m and
qualified fifth in the long jump.

Men's sprint rivals Maurice
Greene and Michael Johnson --
who won't meet on the track
until next week's 200m, also got
off to successful starts, Greene
with an in-your-face 100m and
Johnson with a "smooth and
easy” 400m first round.

Greene, the 100m world
record-holder, admitted he had
more than advancing to the
semifinals in mind when he
clocked a 9.93 -- second fastest
in the world this year after his
own 9.91 in May.

"Get Michael Johnson,”
Greene said of goals for the 10-
day competition, in which only
the top three finishers in each
event book their tickets to Syd-
1ey.

But Johnson, out to repeat
his 1996 Olympic double in the
200m and 400m, refused to be
rocked.

He looked like he was on
auto-pilot as he posted the
quickest 400m time of 45.16,
and that's the way he wanted it.

‘I ran according to plan,”
Johnson sald. "Taking it as
easy as possible, I'll do the same
thing in the second round, try to
get through as easy as possible
and save as much for the final
as | can. the objective is to be
smooth and easy... | just wanted
to get this one under my belt. At
this point I don't think there's
anything in my racing I need to
work on. It's not like at a world
champlionships where I'm try-
ing to break a world record.”

That said, Johnson didn't
rule out the possiblity that he
could break his own 400m
world mark of 45.16 by the time
the final Is over on Sunday.

It's possible,” he sajd.

Johnson may have, been
smooth as silk, but he appeared
to have ruffled Greene's Ftatht:rs
with some dismissive remarks
in Friday's USA Today.

"He doesn't think anvone
can beat him, but if you Jook at
our last race, who won it,” sald
Greene, who won their
meeting in 1998,

Greene sald he was delighted,
but not surprised, by his per-
formance, despite three surpris-
ing defeats in Exrope in recent
weeks,

A lot of people thought |
cauie In here not ready to run, |
showed | am,” Greene said,

it feels a lot better than '96.°

last .

adldedl Greene, whose Lhare at

the trials that year meant he
missed the Atlanta Games. ']
ran a 10.08 in the first round
Oh yeah, | remmember it."

Jones is also seeking to add
her first Olympic gold to her
impressive array of achieve-
ments In fact, she's seeking to
grab and unprecedented five
athletics golds in one Games --
in the 100 and 2001n, long jump
and two relays.

The long jump is likely to be
her biggest stinnbling block. Af-
ter two jumps of 6.57m, she
fouled on her third and final at-
tempt.

I went for it on my last jump
and I fouled by a bit," said
Jones, who saicd she purposely
attacked the board on the final
try.

With the first day out of the
way, Jones said, her way was
clear.

"Tomorrow | have a [un-
filled day in the 100. The fol-
lowing day I only have the long
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Marion gets serious

jump to worry about,” said
Jones, who then has five days
off before the 200m begins.

In Sunday’s long jump final
she'll again get a chance to
compete against her onetime
hero, Joyner-Kersee, who came
out of retirement at the age of 38
in a bid to qualify for a fifth
Olympic team

Joyvner-Kersee struggled in
her first two jumps -- her sec-
ond was only 4.68m, but quali-
fied with a leap of 6.42m on her
third try.

[t was clear that Joyner-
Kersee, the heptathlon world
record holder, was happy not to
be worrving about anything but
the long jump.

"Now | have a day's rest,"” she
said. "At 38, vou need that day."

Jeff Hartwig, the top pole
vaulter in the world this year
with a height of 6.03m in June,
saw his hopes of Olympic glory
evaporate when he failed at

three attemplts at 9.0,
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American Marion Jones running during the 100m dash
heat of the US Olympic team's trials at the California
State University on July 14. She qualified for the finals
after finishing first with a time of 10.92 seconds.
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Mixed British fortunes |

Greg out of
Davis Cup

LONDON, July 15: Greg
Rusedskl's depressing season
slumped to a new low here on
Saturday as Injury forced him
out of the Great Britain team
facing Ecuador In the Davis Cup
at Wimbledon, reports AFP.

The British number two,
who lost Friday's opening sin-
sles rubber in five sets to Nico-
as Lapenttl, had originally
been selected to partner Thn
Henman In this afternoon’s
doubles rubber.

But he has since had an MRI
scan which revealed tendinitis

in his foot and has been advised

to have a week's rest to try and
clear the problem.

Rusedski's place in the dou-
bles will be taken by Arvind
Parmar, who Is also scheduled
to tackle Luis Morejon In Sun-
day's reverse singles as Britain
fight to retain their ]Illﬂ(‘(‘ in the
elite 16-nation World Group.

The hosts go Into Saturday's
rubber against Lapentti and his
brother Giovannl level at 1-1
after Henman beat Morejon In
three sets to cancel out Rused-
ski's defeat.

Double Dutch
victory

TASHKENT, July 15: The
Dutch team advanced to the
Davis Cup World Group here
Saturday after taking an un-
beatable 3-0 lead by winning
their doubles tie against hosts
Uzbekistan, reports AFP.

Doubles duo Sjeng Schalken
and Paul Haarhuls defeated
Uzbeki pair Oleg Ogorodov and
Dmitry Tomashevich 6-3, 6-1.
7-6 in 97 minutes to wrap up the
tie 3-0,

The reverse singles rubbers
will be played Sunday.

The Uzbekistan pair took a
2-0 lead In the opening set alter
making an early break only to
allow the guests to win five con-
secutive games to wrap up the
first set in 30 minutes

The Dutch dominated the
second, allowing their hosts to
taike just one game, before rac-
g into the third set after a fur-
ther 25 minutes

The hosts put up a fight in
the final set forcing a tie-break
But the Netherlands were more
focused winning the tie-break
7-0

Ogorodov sald afterwards
that he was not surprised by the
result and blamed their lack of
top class experience for their
poor performance

"We did our best to win the
match but it was not enough,”
Ogorodov said. "The Dutch were
playing better than we do. We
are just not ready to perform at
such a level," he added.

The result meant that

LIzbekistan have failed to make

the World Group for the third
consecutive time.

Two vearsy hay lost t
;\uhtfﬂ]ihf&'llﬂ?ﬁgl"é}n{i[ lost g
tie since, while last year they
werlt down to the Czech Repub-
lic. despite their home advan-

tage
Spadea a lucky
man

GSTAAD., Switzerland, July
[5: American Vince Spadea
Saturday found a silver lining
in the clouds which have
wrecked the programanme this
week at the 060OO0,000-dollax
SWwiss Open alter o
his availability tor thie Ameri-
can Davis Cuap te.uan. reports
AFP

“I'n thrilled to be on the
teamn."” Spadea said Saturday af-
ter concluding the final game
remaining in his held-over sec-
ond round match against top
seed Alex Corretja to lose 6-2, 6-
2.

"This is a lifetime achieve-
ment and one I want to take ad-
vantage of," he said. "I'm hon-
oured that he (coach John
McEnroe) called me. | didn't
hesitate to come back with a
positive answer."

The 25-year-old Floridian
will join an ad-hoc squad com-
prising Todd Martin, Jan-
Michael Gambill, Chris
Woodruff and McEnroe, who
had nominated himsell for
doubles just in case. Spadea will
likely fulfil those duties now.

McEnroe, playing a senior
event in California, indicated
he might have been hesitant
about choosing Spadea, who
only at Wimbledon snapped a
21-mach loss streak

"I wanted to speak to him to
see where his head was at. He's
been on a terrible run, but he's
the type of plaver that can pull
an upset,” said McEnroe.

With Andre Agassi and Pate
Sampras both out with Injury,
McEnroe faces a fight to get his
team past the Spaniards on clay
at Santander, Spain from July
21-23. The winner plays Aus-
tralia in the Davis Cup finale
the first week of December

‘The only good news is that
Spain has historically under-
achieved and choked,” said
Mac. "We'll see if they do it
again.”

Spadea said that U.S
"_‘-:l”; has a chance
Spain.

tennis
against

Farina moves
INto semis

PALERMO, Sicily, July 15!
[taly's Silvia Farina advanced
to the semilinals of the
Palermo WTA Tour event Fri-
cday, beating Argentina’'s Ma-

rina Diaz-Oliva 2-6, 7-H, 6-3.
reports AP,
Farina., seeded fifth, will

play Slovakia's Henrleta Nagy-
ova, a 7-5, G-4 winner over HBel-
glnm's Justine Henin,

In the other guarterfinals,
sixth-seeded Anna Smashova
ol Israel beat ltaly’'s Gloria
Plzzichini 6-4, 4-6, 6-1. and
Bulgarin's Pavlina Nola de-
feated  Slovakin's  Jannete

Husarova H-7, 6-2, G-4.
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over their Latin American opponents.

-1 BRISBANE. Julv
1 15: Mark Wood-
forde and Sandon

l Stolle locked up a

J 15th Davis Cup fi-

for Australia

1nal appearance
with a gripping
five-set doubles win over
Brazilians Gustavo Kuerten and
Jaime Oncins here Saturday.
[l']]{}l'[h AFP
Stolle ended his Davis Cup
heartbreak by serving it oul for
his first doubles victory at the
fourth attempt to clinch a 6-7
(3/7). 6-4, 3-6, 6-3, 6-4 triumph
in three hours 25 minutes (o
wrap up the tie 3-0 with the two
reverse singles to play Sunday
And they were given a ring-
ing endorsement by captain

John Newcombe who said the
semifinal team of Woocdforde

Stolle, Patrick Rafter and Lley-
ton Hewitt would be the same
for the December 8-10 final
against either Spain or the
United States

If that is the case stayaway
Mark Philippoussis will be
overlooked for the final after
his controversial withdrawal
from the semifinal citing an
inflamed knee from his Wim-
bledon campaign

Newcombe only learned of
Philippoussis’ unavallability
when he rang the Scud at his
Melbourne home from London
last Saturday forcing a late
change of plans for the Brazil
tie on grass at ANZ Stadium
here

But it appears his patienc:
with the occasional Davis Cup
team member Philipponssis
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Argentinas Franco Squillarn 1n
Rosset of Switzerland during their second
the Swiss Open in Gstaad vesterday.

Australia's Sandon Stolle is the toast of his .D:wis Cup teammates including playing
partner Mark Woodforde (centre foreground) after they defeated Brazil in the doubles of
the semifinals in Brisbane yesterday. The win gave the Aussies an unbeatable 3-0 lead
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Hosts brush Brazil aside

has run out as Newcoimmbe winds
down his seven-year tenure as
Australlan captain with a con-
secutive final appearance.

“The way we are looking at it
right now the team that did the
Job in the semi will be the one
that does the job in the final.”
sald Newcombe

The Australians are expecl-
ing Spain to put John McEn-
roe's weakened US team to the
sword in Santander. Spain,
next week to set up a final in-
doors on clay in Barcelona

Should the Americans pull
oflf an ;1;{d“l.‘-l-T1H"uf]~1~.-. Senli-
nal victorv this year's final will
be in Melbourne on hardcourt

Stolle was chaired off court
by his jubilant teammates
thrilled for him breaking
through for his first Davis Cup
loubles win. He had also lost

nine consecitive men s doubles
finals t:nrlurlmg the French
Open and Wimbledon. this vear

There have been a lot of dis-

appointments in Davis Cup and
to finally get through today and
to earn a point for the team is a

great career highlight said
Stolle

It was Australia's eighth
consecunve winmning tie sSHice
losing their last home tie 3-2

against Zimbabwe in Mildura

in April 1998

Brazil, who will liave to wait
- - 1 I_ t [~
I‘_Ic?t:aﬁlyt‘?t;r‘_ y :qu A -"-‘L\ﬂ‘ their
elinsive nrst rp=irsraly rou gt
back Saturdav after tlhwir dis-
mal opening dav wh Kuerten
|.J.r..'11"li ‘“.:'_". l;!
their singles malches  in
straighit sers Ral
I
playing by his teal nigit
after complaining ol a groin in-
jury, leading the way the Brazil-
ian pair, winuners ol ght ol

their last nine Cup matches,
looked set to take the semilinal
tie into the third and final day

We always play well 1
gether and we had a two sets to
one lead, some late opportuiii-
ties. but at least it was closeg N
plaved better today said
French Open champion
Kuerten

Personally. 1 feel much bet-
ter today. | enjoved myvsell more
than vesterdayv. We tried hard

Just when the Brazilians
were high-fiving each other and
looking the likely winners

"\"ur(’-"(]|'x‘rilr* and Stolle rallied
breaking Oncins in the fourth
set to level the rubber

Oncins cracked open
and he was broken twice again
in the fifth set as Australia ook
control

Kuerten had a match point
against him on serve in the
ninth game before Stolle served
it out with two more match
points to clinch the semifinal

There were a lot of emotions
to go through in that long last
game, | made all my first serves
that game and the ball kepl
coming back. they hit a ew let-
cords and it was a tremendous
high to win it.” said Stollt
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