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Minister backs suggestion for land reclamation in coastal belt

By Staff Correspondent

Fast depletion of croplands,
steep fall in soil fertility, loom-
ing crisis of irrigation water
and lesser resource for research
are the big hurdles facing the
country's agriculture today.

[dentifying these challenges.
experts and policy planners at a
dialogue in the city yesterday
called for public and private
sectors to act immediately.

The dialogue on Bangladesh
Agriculture at the Crossroads:
Current Challenges was organ-
ised at a city hotel by the Centre
for Policy Dialogue (CPD), an
independent thinktank.

Dr. Mahabub Hossain, Head
of the Social Science Division
of the International Rice Re-
search Institute (IRRI), made a
keynote presentation at the dia-
logue presided over by CPD
Chairman Prof. Rehman Sob-
han.

Bullet-injured
JSD leader
dies 1n city

By Staff Correspondent
Mahmud Hossain Sachchu,
34, a leader of Kushtia district
unit of Jativa Samajtantrik
Dal (JSD), succumbed to his in-
juries at the Intensive Care Unit
of Bangabandhu Medical Uni-
versity Hospital at 11:30 pm on
Friday, said a JSD press release.

The JSD leader was shot in
his head and neck by unidenti-
fied assailants at the residence
of his elder brother in Kushtia
town at about 2:40 pm on July
i P

He was first admitted to
Kushtia Sadar Hospital and
later shifted to Bangabandhu
Medical University Hospital,
the press release said
His first namaj-e-janaza
was held at the Baitul Mukar-
ram National Mosque alter
Zohr prayers yesterday

The body was sent to Kushtia
yesterday alternooll
~ JSD president and Minister
for Fisheries and Livestock A S
M Abdur Rob and JSD general
secretary Hasanul Huginu i a
joint ‘Statement’' yesterday
strongly condemned the Killing
of Mahmud Hossain Sachchu

Meanwhile, JSD will ob-

serve hartal in Kushtia district
protesting the Killing ol
Sachchu on Monday, the press
release added.

Bird hits
another
aircraft

By Staff Correspondent

Another aircraft of the Qatar
Airwavs was hit by a bird while

S ———

Agriculture Minister Motia
Chowdhury, former ministers
M Majid-ul Haq, M Syeduzza-
man, AMA Muhit and a host ol
experts, agriculturists, and rep-
resentatives from private and
NGO sectors also took part.

The agriculture minister
strongly supported the keynote
presenter's suggestion for land
reclamation in the large coastal
belt,

“We've to convince the
donors to invest in land recla-
mation for if we want to survive
in the future when we won't be
able to grow enough food to feed
the large population due to
acute land shortage,” said Mo-
tia

She however differed with
the keynote speaker on (he
point of providing subsidy to
agriculture,

As Hossain argued in lavour
of channeling resources saved

. -
= r"'r ”:

(rom subsidy cuts to rural in-
frastructure development, Mo-
tia said the government’s farm
subsidy is already quite low.

She came down heavily on
the diehard supporters of mar-
ket economy, saying “If devel-
oping economies can provide
huge price incentives to the
farmers without earning any
bad name for market distor-
tion, why should it not be so in
case of Bangladesh.”

On the issue of further mar-
ket opening for private seed
merchants, the minister said
“the market is already wide
open for the private sector to do
business in seed sector except-
ing some restrictions in trade of
cereal seeds.”

Motia however was equally
critical of activities of some ol
the NGOs and private sector or-
ganisations. "The goverunment
has to see the Interests of the

Saturday, JH!Y_ :
Hotel Sonarga

}mur farmers as and when they
all prey to substandard seed
marketing.”

[Carlier, Dr. Hossain in his
paper emphasised sustaining
quality of the soil and water re-
sources with the growing pres-
sure for Intensification of
farming. He mentioned that
cropping intensity has already
exceeded 175 per cent, one of the
highest in the world,

Hossain argued for more
public sector Investment in
agricultural research. lle also
touched upon the issues of crop
diversification, land relorins
and preparation ol an agri -
tural growth strategy contain-
ing strong elements to promote
fish and hw:'-.ln[*k production.

Former agriculture minister
M Majid-ul Haq expressed con-
cern at the loss of soil fertility
and blamed it on excessive use

See page 11 col 6
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Prof. Rehman Sobhan (right), Chairman, Centre for Policy Dialogue, makes a point while
Agriculture Minister Motia Chowdhury (second from right) and CPD Executive Director
Dr. Debapriva Bhattacharya look on during a dialogue titled Bangladesh Agriculture at
the Crossroads: Current Challenges at a city hotel yesterday.

—Star photo

Kashmir gives deadline
for autonomy

SRINAGAR. July 15: Kash-
mir's ruling National Confer-
ence (NC) party today threat-
ened to pull out of India’s ruling
coalition if New Delhi did not
grant more autonomy to the
troubled state within six
months, reports AFP

“We will continue honest ef-

landing at Zia International | ¢ is to a solution but the bot-

Airport yesterday
aviation sources said

Two fan blades of one of the
two engines of the Airbus 320
which was on a flight from
Doha to Dhaka were damaged

There was no injury to any pas- | compromise

Morning,

tomline is autonomy. The
deadline for this is less than six
months.” said Kashmir Law
Minister Pyare Lal Handoo

“There is no question of a
As and when

senger as the aircraft managed | needed we will pull out of (the

to land safely

Earlier on Tuesday, a Pariah
Kite hit a Qatar Airways Boeing
767 at ZIA, damaging one of its
two engines. It was followed by

a similar incident on Thursday |

when a bird hit an Airbus of the

federal coalition) government.

Briefing reporters after a
meeting of the NC's policy-mak-
ing body, he said: "Today's
meeting was inconclusive but
the next meeting, to be held af-
ter Chief Minister Farooq Ab-

Gulf Air, damaging an engine of | dullah meets Prime Minister

the aircraft.

Qatar Airways was expecting
a relief aircraft to take passen-
gers to Doha last night. The
Civil Aviation Authorities
tightened the vigilance at ZIA
yesterday, asking the bird
shooters to be on duty in two
shifts.

US urged again
to deport killers
of Bangabandhu

WASHINGTON, July
Bangladesh has urged the US
government for speedy deporta-
tion of the killers of Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man, reports BSS5.

Three Kkillers of BanEﬂ-
bandhu reported to have taken
refuge in the USA.

The request was made when
Bangladesh Ambassador to the
United States K M Shehabuddin
had a meeting with
Sam Brownback at the Capitol
Hill on July 13.

Brownback Is Chairman of
oenate Foreign Relations Sub-
Committee on
South Asia

“As the land of democracy,
freedom and justice, the US
cannot be the safe haven of the
killers,” the Ambassador ob-
served at the meeting.

the assurances given by Presi-
dent Bill Clinton during his re-
cent visit to Bangladesh to con-
clude an extradition treaty with
Bangladesh.

l5:l

Atal Behari Vajpayee on Mon-

day, will reveal the state of ne-
gotiations.

"Everything now depends
upon the kind and quality ol
the dialogue all matters
which touch the autonomy is-
sue will be discussed. We are
committed to the implementa-
tion of the autonomy resolu-
tion,” Handoo said.

Abdullah on Friday ap-
peared to backtrack from the
controversial autonomy plan,
rejected by India’'s Hindu na-
tionalist-led ruling alliance
headed by Vajpayee.

The Kashmiri leader told re-
porters then that he was going
to New Delhi on Monday with
an open mind to discuss the au-
tonomy proposal with Vaj-
payee.

“We should not suspect the
intentions of New Delhi. | am
going to New Delhi for discus-
sions with sincerity ... nothing
is rejected ... in politics doors

are neither shut nor open.”™ he
said.

The Kashmir assembly, in
which the NC enjoys a two-
thirds majority, adopted a reso-
lution on June 26 calling for
complete autonomy f[or the
Muslim-majority state, except
in matters related to linance,
defence and communications.

Vajpayee's cabinet rejected |

the autonomy proposal on July
4, saying it was a first step to-
wards secession from India

The NC is a minor members
of Vajpayee's ruling coalition
and the chief minister has come
under heavy pressure f{rom
within the party to withdraw
from the alliance following the
cabinet decision,

Although the coalition can
cope without the four NC MPs in
the federal parliament, ana-
lysts say it has no wish to fur-
ther alienate the ruling party of
a sensitive state,

:[._
|
|

97 rio_tFS, Babr1 Mosque demolition

Bal Thackeray will
be prosecuted

BOMBAY, July 15 : Bal
Thackeray. India’s most feared
militant Hindu leader, will be
prosecuted over the anti-Mus-
lim riots which followed the
razing of a mosque by Hindu

zealots in 1992, an official told

. AFP today.

|
|
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Chhagan Bhujbal, deputy
chief minister of western Ma-
harashira state, said his gov-
emment gave the green light to

 the police late Saturdav to pros-

Senator |

Near East and |

L
r

' Thackeray's

In this regard, he referred to | (Maharashtara) Chief Minister

ecute Thackeray, whose Shiv
Sena party was widely blamed
for the carnage.

More than 2,000 people,
mostly Muslims, were killed in
countrywide rioting that
erupted following the December
6, 1992 destruction of the 16th-
century Babri Mosque in the
northern Indian town of Ayod-
haya.

"l had the [ile

prosecution)

(for
1O

s5ent

Vilasrao Deshmukh and he has
just given his sanction to prose-
cute Thackeray,” Bhujbal told
AFP.

"This is in line with

my
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statement in the state assemmbly
that | will do justice to the per-
sons who had sought Thaker-
ay's prosecution,” the deputy
chief minister, who also holds
the home portfolio, said.

Bhujbal said the police had
sought his permission to prose-
cute Thackeray for provocative
anti-Muslim editorials pub-
lished in Saamna (Encounter),
the Shiv Sena's officlal journal,
during the rioting.

Sena Is a hardline sub-
sidiary of Indian Prime Minis-
ter Atal Behari Vajpayee's rela-
tively-moderate Hindu nation-
alist BJP party.

The bloodletting that raged
until January 1993 was most
intense in Bombay, the capital
of Maharashtara state, and
forced more than 250,000 Mus-
lims to flee the city as their
homes and businesses were
looted,

Despite accusations, no ac-
flon was taken against Thack-
eray's Shiv Sena or the party
supremo himself because of his
enormous clout with the gov-
ernment then.

Although he held no official
post, 73-year-old Thackeray
was the uncrowned king of a
BJP-S5ena government in Ma-
harashtara, which was routed

in assembly elections by India's

main opposition Congress
party in October last year.

The Sena has no wrilten
constitution except that of a
blind loyalty to us fiery chief,

{

Maoists kill 4
cops 1n Nepal

KATHMANDU. July 15: At

least four policemen were killed
and five others injured early

today after a three-hour gun
battle with Maoist rebels in
central Nepal, a police official
said, reports Reuters.

The incident took place at
Thokarpa village, in Sindhu-
alchowk district, about 180
m northeast of Kathmandu.

“There was a firefight with
the Maoists who attacked a po-
lice post,” police inspector
Raghu Khadka told Reuters.

[ran test-fires
medium-range
missile

TEHRAN, July 15: Iran said
today it had successfully test-
fired an upgraded version of its
medinm-range Shahab missile,
which has raised concern in Is-
rael and the United States, re-
ports Reuters.

The ballistic missile has a
ran(_}r of 1.300 ki making it ca-
pable of hitting Israel, Iran’s
arch foe.

An Iranian defence ministry
source was quoted by state me-
dia as saying that the missile
was test-lired to ensure it con-
forms to the latest technologi-
cal standards. It was first tested
in 1998.

“This missile is part of our
programme for the defence in-
dustry and it would in no way
threaten other countries,” he
sald,

Shahab-3 is modelled
mainly on North Korea's
Nodong-1, but has been fimn-
proved with Russian technol-

OgYy.

Nine to contest
Jhalakati-2
byelection

JHALAKATI, July 15: Advo-
cate Anwar Hossain Talukdar
(Independent) stepped aside on
the last day of withdrawal of
candidature from parliamen-
tary by-election in Jhalakati-2
leaving nine In the fray, reports
UNB.

The fight in the July 31 polls
will be mainly between Amir
Hossain Amu of Awami League
and Independent candidate
Elen Bhutto, wife the deceased
JP MP. None of the major op-
yosition parties officially
ielded any candidate.

Others in the fray are Prof
Raja Rafiqul Islam and Alam-
gir Kabir of Jatiya Party
(Ershad), Krishak Mohammad
Sadeq of Jatiya Krishak Mukti

Andolan, Advocate Jaliluddin
Howlader of JP (Mizan-Manju),
Maulana A K M Nurul Islam Ne-
tajee of Jatiyatabadi Palli Dal.
S M Rafiqul Islam of Liberal
Party and M A Mannan Sardar
(Independent).

The Election Commission
will allocate symbol among the
candidates tomorrow (Sunday).

The voting will be held on
the basis of existing voter list.
The number of voters in the
constituency is 1,70,787.

Hanging of 12 army
officers: Documents
to be examined
today

The parliamentary sub-
committee on defence will meet
today to examine the docu-
ments relating to the court mar-
tial of 12 army officers hanged
on charge of Killing President
Zia, reports UNB,

The meeting will be held at
the Sangsad Bhaban at 10 am.

The 3-member subcommit-
tee, headed by Col (rtd) Shawkat
Ali, includes Col (rtd) Farooq
Ahmed and Major (rtd) Ak-
taruzzaman as members.

AL, BNP labour

fronts pledge to

'work together’
under SKOP

Amid serious criticism by
allies, labour fronts of ruling
Awami Lea%ur and opposition
BNP yesterday pledged to "work
together" to uphold workers'
cause, reports UNB.

They pledged to actively take
part in SKOP activities as cen-
tral committees of its compo-
nents in a joint meeting re-
viewed their past "successes
and failures" and take prepara-
tions for August 5 convention
where fresh programmes, in-
cluding strike, will be an-
nounced.

Jatiya Sramik League was
the main target of criticism as
their allies in the SKOP said the
ruling party workers' front is
not sincere in strengthening the
movement. Specially, they ac-
cused the Sramik League of re-
maining aloof during the June
20 countrywide strike.

Jatiyatabadi Sramik Dal
also faced criticismm as their
SKOP allies alleged that the
labour front of the opposition
BNP failed to prove their sin-
cerity in the movement spe-
cially when its general secre-
tary Nazrul Islam Khan was
abroad for meetings and treat-
ment.

Sources said leaders coming
from various districts pressed
the central leadership of the
SKOP to build up a vigorous
movement to compel the gov-
ernment to implement the
agreement signed earlier
mainly for announcement of
minimum wage.

Mesbahuddin Ahmed
presided over the meeting where
SKOP coordinator Dr Wajedul
Islam presented a report. It was
attended by M Nurul Islam, Ab-
dullah Al Noman, Ahsanullah
Master MP, Shah M Abu Zafar,
Abdullah Sarkar, Ashikul
Alam Patal, Shaliqur Rahman
Majumdar, Abdus Salam Khan,
Nazrul Islam Khan. Shahidul-
lah Chowdhury and Khalilur
Raliman.

Kurigram
returning
to normalcy

KURIGRAM, July 15: As ten-
sion defused on Kurigram bor-
der following a flag meeting be-
tween BDR and BSF, people
started returning home since
this morning, reports UNB.

However, officials saild it
will take some more time for
the 18,000 people, who left their
homes from frontier Gorok-
mondol for Ramkhana in the

district, to return to their
homes.
Several thousand frontier

yeople who already returned
iome gathered at Fulbari Nao-
danga UP office today and ac-
-:_-nr:h-{l a reception to the BDR
personnel for their heroic role
during the trouble.

Meanwhile, sources at 24 Ri-
fle Battalion said BDR has
withdrawn Its extra deploy-
ment, but they have Kept strong
vigil on BSF activities to avert
any further trouble.
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. “subservient and autocratic”

Resist Shibir forces

Killers won't be spared, says PM

LANGALKOT, Comilla, Jul
15: Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina today called upon the
geople to resist the 'killer’
shibir forces wherever found
doing mischief, reports UNB.

Those who have Kkilled the
dear children of their mothers
will not be spared anyway, she
sald urgin% people to identify
the killers for punishment.

“You will have to build up
resistance against the Killers
and autocrats,” the Prime Min-
ister sald making the call for

actlon against the backdrop of

gruesome killing of her party's
student workers in Chittagong.

Addressing a big public
meeting at A R High School
ground, she said the Jamaat
-Shibir Killers unleashed ter-
massacre in Chit-
tagong gunning down nine stu-
dents and a scooter driver on
July 12,

They committed genocide in
1971 and again massacred ten
people, including nine BCL ac-
tivists in Chittagong on July
12, she said..

The Shibir gunmen let loose

Speakers at a discussion
meeting in the city yesterday
urged the government to repeal
the recently passed Zila Parisad
Act,

Terming It “illegal, anti-
people and unconstitutional”,
they also condemned the ruling
Awami League for passing such
an important law in parlia-
ment without the Oppositions.

They also called upon the
people to launch a vigorous
against the

government to dislodge’it from
power,

They were speaking at a dis-
cussion meeting on “Zila
Parisad Law 20007,

Chaired by former Vice-

chancellor of Dhaka University

Prof Emajuddin Ahmed, the

a reign of terror in the port city.
They will have to be punished,
she warned.

She lamented that despite
being a freedom fighter, General
Zla betrayed with the liberation
war and its sprit rehabilitating
the killers and rajakars In poli-
tics.

She also lashed out at the al-
liance of BNP with JP and Ja-
maat that she observed encour-
aged the evil forces. "Autocrat
Ershad, vote thief BNP and
killers and collaborators of
1971" have joined hands and
started conspiracy against the
people of the country.

The Prime Minister said
they are plotting against the
sovereignty and the indepen-
dence of the country because
they do not believe in indepen-
dence.

Pointing to BNP and Jatiya
Party, she said while in power,
they had plundered public
nmioney and now trying to resist
a government that Is working
for the welfare of commonmnan.

Hasina told the audience

that BNP leader Khaleda Zia
was spreading lies against the
ruling party to confuse the peo-
ple. “The liars will get natural
justice.”

The meeting, presided over
by Langalkot Upazila Awami
League president Ruhul Amin
Mollah, was also addressed by
Industries  Minister Tofail
ﬁhmtd. Law Justice and Par-

amentary Affairs Minist
Abdul Matin Khashru, Slaﬁer
Minister for Planning Dr Mo-
hiuddin Khan Alamgir. Whip
Mujibul Huq Mujib. Joinal
Abedin Bhulyan MP, Tajul Is-
lam MP, Shamsuddin Kalu and
Rafiqul Hossain.

Earlier. the Prime Minister
laid the foundation of Comilla
EPZ on the outskirts of the dis-
trict town and then came to
Langalkot to address the public
meeting.

She announced that in near
future she would again come to
the district to lay the founda-
tion of Comilla Science and
Technology University.

Lh

Repeal Zila Parishad Act

Speakers at a discussion

By DU Correspondent

discussion was participated by,
among others, BNP leader
Moudud Ahmen, Prof Asaduz-
zamnan and Prof. Aftab Ahmed
of DU, Prof. Khondakar Sirajul
Islam of Agriculture University,
. Prof. Mahbub Ullah,
Salauddin Kader Chowdhury
MP, Rajshahi City Mayor
Mizanur Rahman Minu and
journalist Sadek Khan. It was
organised by Satanagarik
Committee.

Moudud Ahmed said a cam-
paign should be launched to in-
formm people the undemocratic
provisions of the law.

It also violates constitu-
tional provisions, he said. Un-
der the law, there is no scope for
clfective participation of people
in the administration, he said
and demanded its immediate

demand

scrapping.

He also called urﬂn the peo-

ple to unite under the four-

opposition alliance and inten-
oust-government

sify its
1novelnent.

Prof. Asaduzzman, Dean of
Social Science Faculty of DU
compared the law with the con-
troversial "Basic Democracy”
of Ayub Khan. It has been en-
acted to manipulate the next
he

parliamentary election,

said.
“To make democracy effec-
tive, its necessary to decen-

tralise the administration, but

the AL government is centralis-
ing power to cling to power".

Prof. Sirajul Islam said the

law is “undemocratic™ and
“controversial”.
See page 11 col 5
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Livelihood: For 15 years Asma Begum has been selling
artificial flower to support bare subsistence of her family of
four. She carries flowers all the way from her home at
Mirpur-12 to Chawkbazar in the old city thrice a week. A

single trade earns her Tk 500.

—Star photo by Amran Hossain
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‘Liaison committee

leaders to meet
Khaleda today

To strengthen four-party al-
liance, its central liaison

comimittee leaders will meet
separately with the chiefs of the
allied parties. |

The step is being taken in |
view of doubts arose if the allied
parties would go for the next
general election together or
separately.

The liaison committee lead-
ers will first meet with BNP
chairperson Khaleda Zia at her
official residence at 29 Minto
Road at 7:30 pm today, Jamaat
assistant secretary general Mo-
hammad Quamaruzzaman told
UNB yesterday evening.

Quamaruzzaman said they
would also meet JP chief H M
Ershad, Jamaat chief Golam

Azam and [10J chairman
Shaikhul Hadit Azizul Hugq
subsequently.

Before meeting Khaleda, he
said, the liaison committee will
hold a meeting today to discuss
latest political developments as
well as alliance’s July 25 mass
procession programme in the
capital.

Former Pak
minister
jailed for

corruption

ATTOCK, Pakistan, July 15:
A Pakistani anti-corruption
court today sentenced Farooq : |
Sattar, former minister and ex-
mavor of Karachi, to 14 vears
jail on charges of corruption,
officials said, reports AFP.

Judge Farrukh Latif also or-

2 shot dead in city

By Staff Correspondent

Two persons were shot dead
and another was bullet-hit in
separate incidents in the city
since Friday night.

Shah Alam, 15, was shot
dead by unidentified assailants
near the Gopibagh Bazar cross-
ing yesterday afternoon, police
and hospital sources said.

Shah Alam, an employee of
electronic goods repairing shop
in North Mugdapara, was shot
in his head when he was return-
ing home to take his lunch at
about 2.30 pm.

As soon as he arrived at the
Bazar crossing, the miscreants
fired on him and escaped the
scene. Fatally injured Shah
Alam was rushed to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) where he succumbed to
his injuries.

Demra police said no case
was filed or none was arrested
in this connection till filing of
this report,

In another incident,
Swapon, 28, was shot dead
while his relative Ali Hossain
was seriously injured when a

gang of local hoodlums flired on
them at Gandaria area under
Sutrapur thana on Friday
night, police and hospital
sourees said.

Ali Hossain. 30, a transport
worker, was undergoing treat-
ment at the Dhaka Medical Col-
lege Hospital with bullet injury
in his head.

The incident occurred when
a gang of about five local hood-
lums led by one Parvez entered
the residence of Ali Hossain

and shot him in his head at
about 10.30 pm at Dhalkanagar

in Gandaria.

Swapon was shot allegedly
by Parvez when he protested
attack on Ali Hossain. Parvez
shot Swapon in his head from a
point blank range.

Nurjahan, mother of injured
All Hossain, was suspecting
that a local influential person

had a role behind the attack on
Swapon,
Nayajan, and Alli Hossain. The
local influential
long
erty of Nurjahan, she alleged.

son of Mohammad

person  has
been after the Linud prop-

dered Sattar to pay a fine of 50
million rupees over a rail and
road contract in 1997-98.

Sattar, a key leader of the
ethnic-based Muttahida Qaumi
Movement (MQM), was accused
by the army-led National Ac-
countability Bureau (NAB) of
losing the national exchequer
about 35 million rupees in the
deal.

The court also sentenced a
co-accused, Anzar Zaidi, former
administrator of the Karachi
Municipal Corporation, to 10
rears jail and a fine of five mil-
{lon rupees.

BNP calls hartal
| in Cox’s Bazar

today

COX'S BAZAR, July 15: BNP
and {ts front organisations
called hartal in the town to-
morrow demanding release of
23 JCD activists, reports UNB.

The JCD activists were ar-
rested following a clash on July
8 with police and BCL on hold-
ing a meeting at the sanie Veuuc
that left a woman killed and
about a hundred people njured.

The Jamaat and Shibir also
expressed solidarity with har-
| tal callers.




