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Tiger on the prowl -

IGER Woods, the 24-year

I old phenom, roared on the
fabled Pebble Beach Golf
course staging the United States
Open the week before last, and
pretty much cleared the field of
all competitors. After four days
of brutal golf, only Tiger Woods
remained standing: he had
mauled the competition so
badly that everyone else was
licking their wounds. By
lapping the field and beating
the runners-up by 15 strokes,
Tiger broke golf's oldest record
— the margin of victory in a
Major championship — that
had stood since 1862, In 1862,
golf had not yet been introduced
in America; America was

sliding into the Civil War and
President Lincoln was still
alive.

There are four Major

Championships that constitute
Golfs Grand Slam — The
Masters held in April, The
United States Open held in
June, the British Open in July
and the Professional Golf
Association's (PGA)
Championship in August. The
venue for the first three is the
United States. Only the Masters
is held on the same course every
year, at Augusta National,
Georgia. The US Open is the
most punitive. With narcrow
fairways, deep rough, and
greens not much bigger than a
post card, the US Open is con-
sidered golfs final examina-
tion. If even par score is consid-
ered pass grade, then as every-
one else flunked, Tiger Woods,
the automatic valedictorian,
passed with record marks!

The above may seem e€xces-
sive praise. It is not. Americans
are not easily impressed. They
were with Woods's astonishing
performance. For several days
after the tournament concluded
on June 18, America remained
abuzz with Tiger talk. The talk
shows, evening news and the
sports fans could not talk
enough about Tiger's masterful
performance. Anyone knowl-
edgeable in golf's history — and
one has to go way back in his-
tory — will appreciate the mag-
nitude of Tiger's achievement.
Here are some of the records he
broke: Old Tom Morris's 1862
British Open margin of victory
{13 strokes); largest margin ol
US Open victory (15) beating
Willie Smith's 1899 record ol
11; largest 54-hole lead (10)
beating James Barnes's 1921
tally of 7; largest 36-hole lead
(61 beating Willie Smith's 1903
' lowest under par
score (12) beating 8 under by Lee
Janzen (1993), Hale Irwin
(1990), Jack Nicklaus (1980)

Tiger's 54-hole lead of 10-
under par tied Henry Cotton's
1934 British Open lead for the
largest such margin at any
Major. Tigenglsqg t 'rp dopwest
ECOJ[!:‘ ina US ﬁp&?l J;‘J}]T;‘\ri'if -
ously held by Lee Janzen (19393}
and Jack Nicklaus (1980); at 70
par, Janzen and Nicklaus's
courses were slightly easier
than Woods's 71 par. Tiger also
tied the 36-hole score record at
US open (134) with Jack
Nicklaus (1980), T. C. Chen
(1985) and Lee Janzen (1993)
The final record that Tiger tied
was the lowest score at any

int (12-under) in the US Open
with Gil Morgan (third round,
1992). While Tiger maintained
that score, Gil Morgan's golf
collapsed in the fourth round:
incredibly he finished over par!
No sooner had Tiger finished
his final round, he took a con-
gratulatory phone call from the
nation's number one golf en -
thusiast, the First Golfer
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Friday 14th July
(All programmes are in local time.
The Daily Star will not be responsi-
ble for any change in the pro-
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10:30 Maner Katha (Programme
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thye 12:25 A) Programme Outline
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12:30 Closing
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When Tiger roars, all the other golfers
run for cover, Dr Fakhruddin Ahmed

writes from Princeton
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.. delight has far

outstripped despair on Woods' way to glory.

President Clinton

The picturesque Pebble
Beach Golf course is located
around the Carmel Bay. aboul
100 miles south of San
Fransisco, and 50 miles south

of San Jose. Locals call the
place heaven on earth. The
writer has been lortunate

enough to visil Carmel twice,
once while aclor Clint
Eastwood was its mayor (1986-
88). (At this vear's US Open,
Clint Eastwood and his
Hispanic wife were the official

hosts) The locals are right. The
view of Carmel Bay is breath-
takingly spectacular. The re-

flection of the blue skies gives
the bav's clear water a deep blue
hue. With fresh breeze from the
pacific refreshing one’'s body
and spirit, tranquility prevails

all around. As the golfing legend
Jack Nicklaus said, if he were
allowed to play just one round
of golf, he would want it to be at

Pebble Beach
undargedill shé trafquility
lies treachery. As the sun
shines approvingly on the goll
course. Pacific winds can pick
up iltmxk'llllg at 50 miles per
hour. That's what makes the
course so difficult. That's what
makes Tiger Wood's accom -
plishments so special

Eldrick Tiger Woods was
born in Cypress, Calilornia on
December 20. 1975. (Earl Woods
named his son “Tiger, appro-
priately, after a Vietnamese
friend of his.] As a youngster,
Tiger played many rounds ol
golf at Pebble He won three
Junior US Opens, and as a shu-
dent of nearbv Stanford
University. three 'S Amateur
Championships (1994-96). lle
had become so good that in 1996
The New York Times chided
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Uffaq (Serial) 6:25 Alou Course 7:20
Full House (comedy Eng. Film) 7:45
English News 8:10 Fun Time Pop-
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Naqab 9:00 Break for Headlines
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him for not turning proles-
sional. He did, in August, 1996,
leaving Stanford one year
carly. Experts predicted that it
would take Tiger Woods three
vears to win his first profes-
sional tournament. It took him
two months!

Seven months into profes -
sional career, in April 1997,
Tiger Woods stunned the golfing
world by winning the Masters
by a record 12 strokes. Like the
US open in June, he took care of
most of the important records
at the Masters in 1997, The crit-
jics were not convinced. “Tiger
Woods can only hit the ball
long. He does not have a short
game or good putting game. He
will never win the US Open.”
they said. For a while it ap-
peared as though the critics
were right. Although Tiger won
four times in 1997, he won only
once in 1998 at a minor tour-
nament. It was then that Tiger
started working on improving

Jils swing.and Wi sho fron
game with his coach Butch
Harmon

By early 1999, David Duval
replaced Tiger Woods as the
world’s number oune golf player.
Around this time last year,
Tiger Woods perfected his new
swing and his short iron game.
And then he went on a tear,
winning six tournaments in a
row, including last year's PGA
Champlionship. Tiger Woods
has already won 20 times on the
PGA tour, 23 times worldwide.
Great golfers are happy to win
10 per cent of the tournaments
they enter; over the last year,
Woods is winning over 50 per
cent of the tournaments he is
entering. At this rate Tiger is
primed to break all of golf's re -
maining records. At the British

\edowlve

Open at St. Andrews, goll's
birthplace, next month, Tiger
Woods is a prohibitive favourite
to complete his career Grand
Slam in golf, two years ahead ol
Jack Nicklaus's pace. Other
golfers are beginning to avoid
tournaments in which Woods |s
entered, and enter tournaments
in which he is not entered. Earl
Woods, Tiger's father, laughs.
"When Tiger was voung,” savs
Earl Woods, “parents would call
me to find out Tiger's tourna-
ment schedule so that they
could avold those.”

It was Earl Woods, Tigers
African-American father and a
green beret, who instilled disci-
sline and {ron will into his son.

t is Kultida, Tiger's Thal
mother, whom Tiger credits for
his inner tranquility. Every

vear Kultida takes Tiger 1o a
Buddhist temple to spend hours
there. Tiger Woods has been
playing golf since he was sIX
months old. At the age of two, in
1978, he was on national televi-
sion, playing golf against, and
beating comedian Bob Hope in a
utting contest. Earl Woods has
Beeu severely criticized for
bringing Tiger up so publicly
and so spartanly. Such critl -
cism Is futile. Extremely at-
tached to his parents, Tiger
says, “1 love my dad to death.”
What can derail Tiger
Woods's victory march?
Perhaps marriage and children!
American men are in love with
Tiger Woods's golf; young
American women are in love
with him. Woods does have a
white girl friend. But the two
are seldom seen or pho-
tographed together. It is not
good for Tiger's commercial en-
dorsements, which in the af-
termath of his stupendous US
Open victory, are expected to
surpass retired basketball su-
perstar Michael Jordans.
Ninety years ago, Jack Johnson
hecame the first black
Heavyweight Boxing Champion
of the world; his dalliance with
a white woman, however, de -
stroyed his career. As boxing
immortal Joe Louis was ascend-
ing in fame, he was under strict
orders from his handlers never
to be seen with a white woman
alone. Has anyone ever seen
Muhammad All with a white
woman? America has come a
long way in race relations, yet
prudence dictates that races
marry within their own ranks.
Earlier this year three top
olfers, America’s Davis Love
I, Scotland's Colin
Montgomerie and South
Africa’s Ernie Els were merci-
lessly blasted by critics for say-
ing, in effect, that Tiger Woods
is unbeatable. "With such
loser's attitude, how can these
guys compete against Tiger
Woods?” they asked. Well, now
evervbody else, including the
critics, has comearound. Woods
ek accolades
from his peers: "He can win 10-
15 tournaments a year;” “"he is
every bit as good as Jack
Nicklaus, and he is only 24" "it
is such a relief that they pay
those who finish second and
lower:” "I am going to enter
tournaments Tiger is not in:
"as long as Tiger is upright, he
is going to win:” "it's not that
we are bad, it's just that Tiger is
so much better;” “if you really
believe you can beat Tiger, | sug-
gest you try another sportl
Tiger Woods is so dominant in
golf that other players can suc -

cessfully argue that like
Microsoft liec is a monopoly.
Their best hope is to hind a

judge. preferably named
Jackson, who will order thal
Woods be split in two!
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Making most of a n

Afghanistan’s Taliban government has .
production, low consumption” narcotics policy, but the opium
Yaqub writes from Jalalabad, is one of the most profitable crops

hard-pressed farmers.

d5-year-old Sald Afsar does

10t particularly want to

row opium popples, He does so,

1wowever, because they pay

better than any other crop — 15
times more than wheat,

And like many Muslim lead-
ers in the country, Habib Gul
would prefer farmers to grow
something else, but knows they
are forced Into poppy cultiva-
tion "because In this lies their
survival.”

The ruling Taliban also have
a clear antl-narcotics policy,
but say “it is difficult for the
administration to bring an end
to cultivation all at once.”

It looks as though will cur-
tall the crop in the near future,

Mohammad Naseeb, who Is
in charge of the United Nations
Drug Control Programme
(UNDCP) in Jalalabad, hopes
output will be considerably less
than last year because of the dry
weather. Although poppy needs
less water than other crops, It
certainly needs some rain for
better yields, he points out,

Around Sald Afsar’'s village
of Catheli, 45 kilometres from
Jalalabad, however, there are
poppies in abundance.

Afsar’'s output of 28 klilo-
rams earned around Afghani
7 million (81,000) this year,

from a little more than a
hectare of land.

“The money is enough for
the whole family to live for a
quarter of a year,” says Afsar.
His wife, four children and par-
ents, as well as his three broth-
ers, their wives and children all
depend on income from the
plot

Bundles of dry poppy stock
are piled up against the high
mud walls in the courtyard of
Afsar's house, ready for use as
cooking fuel.

It Is the same elsewhere in
the village, where all 700 farm-
ers recently completed harvest-
ing.

Near the village on top of a
mound, an anti-aircraft gun
keeps lonely vigil in a reminder
of the war fought by Mu-

I IKE many Afghan farmers,

jahideen rebels against Russian

troops for 13 years and, later,
against each other.

Almost all the villagers fled
during the conflict. When they
returned unskilled and unedu-
cated, koknar, the local name
for poppy, was the easiest
source of livelihood. Opium

helped fund the war against
Moscow.
Their province, Nangarhar.

output. National production
topped 1,670 tonnes in 1999 —
24 per cent more than in the
previous year — according to the
United States governments
annual report on the interna-
tional drugs trade.

On the outskirts of the vil-
lage lies the main market in the
area, Ghaznikhel Bazaa, with
more than two dozen shops.
where Afsar and the other vil-
lagers sell their harvest. Every-
day items are displayed in the
front of the shops. Behind
soiled and torn curtains at the
back lie opium stocks.

Also near the bazaar is the
Taliban’'s district headquarters.
Since the opium trade in the
bazaar is an open secret, it
would be naive to believe the
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Taliban authorities do not
know about it,

It is also no surprise that a
well-organised mafia operates
here,

Poppies have been estab-
lished here for a long time,
Cathell's oldest resident, Sayed
Gul Bacha — villagers put his
age at around 100 — remembers
his father growing koknar: lis
son, Anwarullah, Is continuing
the tradition. But he says it was
grown malinly for medlicinal
purposes (he knows only one
treatment for coughs and colds:
oplum) and did not become a lu-
crative business until the early

1980s.

Habib Gul, the head of the
village Shura (consultative
council of religious scholars),
admits that “it {s not good
thing, both from the religious
and the human point of view”
but points out that people have
no alternative: there are no
jobs, no factories, and no mar-
kets for village produce.

Afsar declares that "1 will
leave poppy cultivation today if
I am provided with an alterna-
tive.” In a country that has been
at war for two decades, alterna-
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ecessary evil

been accused of hypocrisy for its “high .

(jves are hard to come by.

To make the crop even more
tempting. drug cartels offer
credit on good terms.

Afsar, for example, says he
borrowed from drug barons
when he needed money in the
harsh winter months, He will
repay It with oplum.

This practice has led the
United Nations to try and hit

back with loans of its own,
which Mohammad Naseeb says
are bearing fruit. In a hujra
(place for male guests In a
house) in Cathell, more than a
dozen villagers are sitting on
charpoys, sipping sweet tea and
discussing the intricacies of UN
wheatseed loans.

The repayments will be used
to buy a generator to supply the
village with power. The vil-
lagers will have to pay for the
electricity, and the money
turned into a revolving fund for
the comnmunity,

UNDCP warns that although
a 1999 survey in selected areas
fond oplum popples grown on
only 2.6 per cent of total culti-
vated land, political turmoil
has resulted in a weakening of

‘social and legal constraints on
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poppy, Nadeem
for the country’s

poppy cultivation. “While many
farmers considered it haram, or
forbidden in Islam, this did not
prevent them from growing the
crop.” it pointed out in a recent
report.

Maulvl Ameer Mohammad
Haqanl, co-ordinator of the
Nangarhar Drug Control and
Co-ordination Unit, says the
Taliban inherited the poppy

roblemm and that last Novem-

r the country’s leader, Mullah
Omar, asked a;mers t'l?i éeddum
the area by one t ;

Jﬁfpyfallban are flercely
against drug use and have
pointed out that Western coun-
tries must prevent illegal con-
sumption of drugs by their own
citizens. In any case, the Tal-
iban are still engaged in a civil
war. and lack the resources or
means to improve the infras-
tructure or the economy. In
these circumstances, curtalling
or stopping opium production
will remain an uphill task for
the foreseeable future.

- Gemini News Service

The author Is a [reelance
Journalist based In Peshawar
who specialises In human

rights and environmental |s-
Sues.

injecting death

By Sergei Shargorodsky

Odessa, Ukraine

HE diin room with iron
I bars on the windows reeks
of sickness, unwashed
laundry and medicine.
Oleksandr's bed is In a corner.
Clutching a blanket around his
emaciated body, he knows he is

dyin\%

“What is there to say, | was
injecting drugs,” he mutters, too
weak to show emotion. “Maybe
I'll kick off in three days.”

Oleksandr, a former soldier
in his 30s, Is one of about two
dozen AIDS patients at the des-
olate clinic in Odessa, a Black
Sea port at the heart of the
AIDS epidemic sweeping across
Ukraine.

Beset by poverty and col-
lapsed social and medical sys-
tems, the former Soviet Union
is one of the areas where the
disease is Srﬂw’mg at the fastest
rate, the United Nations says.
Ukraine and other ex-Soviet
states are ill prepared to cope,
lacking the money and some-

agcoupts fgrropdhl reahty, gime o 1 !
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tackle the problem, officlals
say.

Health officials say the
AIDS virus is spreading faster
among Ukraine's 50 million
people than in any other former

Soviet republic. Up to 250,000
Ukrainians may be infected
now, and there could be 1.5 mil-
lion cases by 2010, experts es-
timate,

“The way in which the dis-
ease has evolved in this country
was exceptionally rapid,” said
Theresa Ho of the World Bank’s
Tuberculosis and AIDS Control
Project mission,

Ukraine registered its first
HIV case in 1987 and had only
about 400 cases in 1994. The
case load soared to 31,360 this
year. Russia, with three times
as many people, has registered
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about the same number of HIV
patients.

Doctors say the mid-1990s
surge of HIV infections began
among intravenous drug users,
who often share infected nee-
dles. Although addicts still
comprise about 75 per cent of
Ukraline's AIDS cases, the virus
is spreading to the general pop-
ulation.

“We've had (infections)
among university teachers,
artists, conservatory graduates,
medical workers,” said Olek-
sandr Sydiachenko, head of
Odessa region’s department for
infectious diseases.

Most of the patients of
Odessa's AIDS clinic are ad-
dicts. A former centre for forced
treatment of sexual diseases
among criminals, it still has
barred windows, a surrounding
wall and an empty guard tower.

Doctors try to prolong pa-
tients’ lives, treating an as-
sortment of AIDS-accompany-
ing diseases including mycosis
and pneumonia.

"We don’t tell them they

have full-blown AIDS, We Saei
\their eondition | v

pndhedek
of AIDS',” said Anatolily Ptash-
nvkov, head of the clinic.

" Walking through the bleak

rooms, he points to a barely
conscious woman spread on a
bed. describing her as a lawyer
who took to drinking and con-

tracted the AIDS virus from a
casual sex partner,

Liudmyla, a quiet, pretty 19-
year-old, said she started to use
drugs when she was 14. Doctors
discovered her HIV infection
when she was treated for
syphilis.

Larysa and Tetiana, both
former nurses, also were ad-
dicts.

"For three years, me and my
husband were buying the drugs
from Gypsies,” Laryvsa said. "My
husband made me use drugs,
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and I lost my job because of

hirn. Later., he started to bring

home bags of poppy straw. He
has HIV as well. They put him
in jail, and I also did my time
for drug usage.”

Poppy straw, from which
addicts obtain an opium deriva-
tive, is a recurrent theme in the
patients’ tales.

So is Palermo, a mostly
Gypsy village near Odessa. Offi-
cials describe Palermo as a drug
production centre, saying ad-
dicts are often used as virtual
slave labour in return for drugs

“The slave, he'd go into the
bowl (of drugs) with a dirty nee-
dle, and that’s it,” said Larysa,

There are other temptations
besides drugs in free wheeling
Odessa.

At night, dozens of prosti-
tutes parade on downtown
Pushkinskaya street chargin
50 US dollars (about 27
hryvna) for three hours of sex.
Most use condoms, but others

who sell themselves for a few
dollars on the highways are far

less careful.
Odessa

has pioneered various preven-
tion programmes, among
widespread testing now obliga-

tory for pregnant women, blood

donors and anyone with AIDS
symptoms.

Although people infected
with HIV are required by law to
undergo treatment, Ukraine
cannot afford the annual cost of
5.000 US dollars (about 27,000
hryvna) required for treating
one patient in an effort to post-
pone the onset of AIDS.

So officials are moving from
medical control to educational
campaigns, saying people must
take responsibility for their
own fate.

“Every person must protect
himself on his own,” said Sydi-
achenko.

— AP
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