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Luxemburgo
to keep Barca
waiting

RIO DE JANEIRO, July 12
Wanderley Luxemburgo, the

Brazilian football coach. has
not ruled out taking over the

reins ol Spanish giants
Barcelona - but not right away,
reports AFP. :

Rumours have been circu-
latng (n Brazil that Luxemburgo
had already signed an agree-
ment with the club, but he
called a press conference on
Tuesday to clarify his position.

1 am very honoured by
Barcelona's interest,' he said.
but added that he intended to
see out his contract with the
Brazilian FA until after the
next World Cup.

1 want to win the Olympic
old medal in Sydney and the
‘orld Cup in South Korea and

Japan. Only then will I consider

managing a European club," he
said.

Rai to call
it a day

SAO PAULO, July 12: Ral.
the veteran Brazilian mid-

fielder, is to retire fromn football
at the end of the month, reports

AFP,

Now a 35-year-old grandia-
ther, the Sao Paulo star told a
press conference: "I have
thought about this for quite a
time. 1 wasn't sure about quit-
ting because it is a difficult de-
cision to take, but | want to con-
centrate on personal projects
which have nothing to do with
football.

The younger brother of an-
other Brazilian star, Socrates.
Rai spent the best part of his ca-
reer with Sao Paulo, winning
the Copa Libertadores, the
South American club cup, and
the Intercontinental Cup in
1992 and 1993.

He was a key figure in the
Brazilian World Cup-winning
side of 1994 and spent five sea-
sons in France with Paris St
Germain before returning to
Sao Paulo in 1998.

Real Madrid
rope in
Munitis

MADRID, July 12: European

Champions Real Madrid have
signed Sp
Pedro Munitis Alvarez on a
five-year-deal
Liga rivals Racing Santander,
the club announced here Tues-
day, repo

anish international

from Primerua

\ rts AFP.
Details of the transfer were

not released although the Span-

ish press reported that the deal

was in the region of 10 million
dollars, reports AFP.

"It's a dream come true,” said
the 25-year-old winger and
scorer of the-second of Spain's
goals in the dramatic 4-3 win
over Yugoslovia which enabled
Spain to qualify for.the Euro
2000 quarter-finals

Real fought off competition
from Spanish champions De-
portivo La Coruna, English gi-
ants Chelsea as well as Serie A
outfit Inter Milan to sign the
highly rated Munitis

He made his international
debut in the 9-0 thrashing ol
Austria in Euro 2000 qualifving
last year.

Kaiser plays down
Berlin's dream

BERLIN, July 12: Franz
Beckenbauer has rejected a de-
mand by Berlin's mayor that
the German capital be allowed
to stage both the opening game
of the 2006 World Cup and the
clnsing one, reports AFP

'l don't want to anticipate
anything but the opening and
closing games have never been
played in the same stadium and
they won't be in 2006 either. We
will divide things up mnicely,”
said Beckenbauer. head of Ger-
many's World Cup bid commit-
tee Tuesday.

Berlin's Olympic stadium,
which began extensive mod-
ernisation renovations last
week, has been designated as
the venue for the final, while
Munich's Olympic stadium is
likely to get the tournament
opener.

Beckenbauer has also re-
newed his criticism of the
Frankfurt-based satirical mag-
azine Titanic which faxed hoax
bribes to FIFA delegates at last
week's Zurich conference.

“You can't get any more
primitive than that,” said Beck-
enbauer, "It was a really bad
joke because the bribery letter
was initially taken at face value
abroad. This act: of stupidity

really left a bitter after taste for

us amid our success.”

FIFA and the German Foot-
ball Federation are looking at
whether they can take legal
steps against Titanic.

“I don't think there is any

way around {t. FIFA and those
who voted for us expect it."
Beckenbauer said.
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Hernan
Parma's

tinfan interna-

in a world record deal worth 54
million dollars, club president
Sergio Cragnotti confirmed
Tuesday, reports AFP.

In exchange Portugal's Ser-
2o Conceicao and Argentine
lathias Almeyda will be mov-
ing to Parma as makeweights in
the deal, but Chilean interna-
tional Marcelo Salas, who was

reportedly part of the deal stays

with the ltalian rhaunplnna.
The transfer fee of 110 bil-

lion lire (54 wmilllon dollars) is -

the highest ever for a transfer,
and keeps Crespo at Lazio for
five years. The player will re-
ceive a salary of 4.4 million
dollars per season.

The transfer eclipses the 100
billion lire (49 million dollars)
Inter Milan paid to Lazio for
Italy striker Christian Vieri in
June 1999,

The arrival of Crespo comes
several days after the purchase
ol his compatriot Claudio Lopez
from Champions League final-
ists Valencia of Spain.

sergio Conceicao was signed
from Portuguese club Porto for
8.8 million dollars last season
and after fine performances lor
lis country in the Euro 2000 fi-
nals, is currently valued at 18
million dollars.

Lazio have already lined up
Dutch international Botdewijn
Zenden, currently with
Barcelona, as a replacement.

The Rome-based club already
have a strong forward line with
Salas, young Italian Simone
Inzaghi and Croatian Alen
Boksic, who is still in talks
with UEFA champions

Galatasaray of Turkey.

ROME, July 12:
Crespo,
Argen-

tional striker, has
signed for Itallan rivals Lazio

b3 ‘ “ o

A o

ON TOP OF THE WORLD: An AFP file photo of
Argentine international striker Hernan Crespo who has
become the world’s costliest transfer ever after moving to

Serie A champions Lazio from Parma for a fee worth 54

million dollars.

French off-season transfers -

PARIS, July 12:
Ambitioas Paris
St Germain, back
in the Champions
League and deter
mined to mount a title chal-
lenge. have dominated dealings
in the off-season transfer mar-
ket in France, reporis Reuters
Now negotiating with Real
Madrid to bring striker Nicolas
Anelka back to France, PSG.
have already made five major
signings as they revamp their
squad ahead of their opening
French league clash with
Strashbourg on July 28.

f.

a combined 160 million francs
(23.5 million dollars) while
goalkeeper Lionel Letizi, signed
from Metz as a replacement for
veteran Bernard Lama, had a 40
million franc (6 million dollar)
price tag

The Paris club have also
signed midfielder Sylvain Dis-
tin from Gueugnon and Bernard
Mendy from Caen in a 5pcndin§‘
spree that will be unsurpasse
in French league history if a
200 million French francs (29
million dollars) Anelka deal
goes through next week.

‘It has been a sensible buy-
ing campaign,” said club presi-
dent Laurent Perpere. "All our

signings have been talented
young players:”
Luccin and Dalhmrat both

have Champions League experi-
ence with Marseille and are
looking forward to repeating
the exercise with PSG who
failed to win a trophy last sea-
SOn.

"PSG is a super club to join,”
said Dalmat. "Everything here
is very professional, very well
organised. I'm looking forward
to playing in the Champions
League again and [ think my ex-
perience should help.”

With an already solid squad
which includes efficient Brazil-
ian striker Christian and Nige-
rian international midfielder
Jay Jay Okocha, PSG look a
much-improved side from last
season.

Among the players who have

. air Petér Luccip,
allm&g’ﬁa}mm have cost™

exited the Parc des Princes are
Lama, striker Mickael Madar
and fringe players Nicolas Las-
palles, Bruno Carotti and Ed-
win Murati

League champions Monaco,
also building for a Champions
League campaign, have been
simnilarly busy in the transfer
market although several of the
men who helped them ta the ti-
tle have departed

Striker David Trezequet has
joined Juventus, goalkeeper
Fabien Barthez has pgone to
Manchester United, defender

Willy Sagnol to Bayern Munich
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and midlielder Sabri Laimmouchi
to Parina.

Key signings include prolific
striker Shabani Nonda from
Rennes, goalkeeper Stephane
Porato from Marseille, defender
Franck Jurietti from Bastia
and experienced striker Xavier
Gravelaine from relegated Le
Havre, while Ousmane Dabo
returns to the French league

PSG ready to set the pace

after a spell with Parma.

Lyon, last season's bi
spenders and France's thir
Champions League contenders
this yvear, have agreed to sign
French international defender
Frederic Deha from Barcelona.,

They have also sealed deals
for athletic striker Steve Marlet
from Auxerre and midfielder
Marc-Vivien Foe from Eng-
land's West Ham United but
they have lost striker Frederic
Kanoute to the London club.

Marseille's new Brazilian
coach Abel Braga faces a tough
first season at the club after no
fewer than 16 players, includ-

ing Dalmat, ‘Luccin, Poratto,

Arsenal -signing Robert Pires,
Laurent Blanc and Christophe
Dugarry, have left over the past
12 months.

Signings hoping to counter-
balance the exits include power-
ful defender Bruno Ngotty from
AC Milan, midfielder Mickael
Marsiglia from Strasbourg
Swedish striker Klas Ingesson
from Bologna, Zoumana Ca-
mara from Inter Milan and
Manuel de Santos from rele-
gated Montpellier. :

Young Brazilian playmaker
Adriano will put pen to paper
later this week, while the club
are also reportedly interested in
Brazilian striker Oseas and En-
glish-based pair Marcel De-
sailly of Chelsea and Gilles
Grimandi of Arsenal.

"Abel has named his priori-
ties, told us the players he
wants — and we have tried to
comply,” said Marseille general
nanager Eric di Meco.

It nonetheless lgoks like a
season of rebuilding, and pos-
sibly a fight against relegation
for the second straight season,
for France's most popular club.

New Auxerre coach Daniel
Rolland, who replaces the leg-
endary Guy Roux, has made an
astute signing in talented young
defender Jean-Alain Boumsong
from relegated Le Havre but
may lind it hard to plug the gaps
created by the departures of
players like Marlet and fellow
forward Bernard Diomede, who
has joined Liverpool.

D

Beckenbauer rejected moves
though to have him take over as
German Football Federation
(DFB) president as well. Current
DFB boss Egidius Braun is
preparing for a heart bypass op-
eration and plans to step down
in April leaving a vacuum at the
top which VIB Stuttgart presi-
dent Gerhard Mayer-Vorfelder
is primed to fill.

"A double function as presi-
dent of the DFB and president of
the World Cup organising
committee - that's just not on,
It's so much work. Both are ac-
tually full time {obs, You can’l
share them.” added Beckei-

.bauer.

MANCHESTER,
England, July 12:
Manchester Unit-
ed boss Sir Alex
Ferguson warned
Australian international Mark
Bosnich Tuesday that he would
have to fight for his first-team
place, reports AFP.

The challenge comes as [tal-
lan Massimo Taibl became theé
first casualty of the Increased

United's goalkeepers.

United have trimuined their
number of senijor goalkeepers
following the arrival
France's World Cup and Euro-

pean Championship winner
Fabien Barthez in a 7.8 million
pound (12.48 million dollar)

deal from Monaco.

The clubs have agreed a 2.5
million pound deal for Talbi,
who spent the second half of
last season on loan at Reggina,
and are now tying up the loose
ends of the deal with the Serie A
club,

All the United boss cares
about is getfing the best out of
his players by ensuring that
compeltition throughout his
side is cut-throat

Ferguson wants Bosnich 1o
react in the same positive way
United’'s four strikers greeted

| the news of Ruud van Nistel.

competition among Manchester

of

Bosnich’s work

rooy's signing before the 18.5
million pound (29,6 million
dollar) deal fell through.
Ferguson said; "It's not un-
usual for players to say they are
unthappy about a club signing

players. :

MARK BOSNICH

‘But pobody here dropped
dead or put their hands up in
horror when Roud van Nistel-
TN Was ~|;'l|t‘ti illilhl”}.'

"Our strikers reacted in the
best way. They saw it as a chal-

cut out

lenge and realised that that is
what Manchester United is all
about."

He told the Manchester
Evening News: "My job as man-
ager of United s to get the best
players, It's hard to see a posi-
tion at this club where a player
Is not challenged these days and
you have to have that.

'l have a number of full-
backs, centre-halves and I have
four senior strikers.

'"Mark Bosnich will be bat-
tling for his place like anyone
else and Fabien will be as well.

"A club of this size needs
challenges. But if Mark has
anything to say he'll obviously
come and see me."

Meanwhile, United's prepa-
rations for the new season have
been hit by Dwight Yorke's call-
up by Trinidad and Tobago for
World Cup duty, |

Instead of beginning pre-
S€ason training with the rest of
his United team-mates on
Wednesday, Yorke will fly to
Edmonton for Trinidad and
’i‘ubago's lirst match in the
CONCACAF semi-fina) qualify-
Ing round against Canada on
Sunday.

Yorke will stay with
squad  for their next
against Mexico in
Spain on July 23,

the
game
Port-of-

Mbelki blasts
Europe

PORT ELIZABETH. South
Africa, July 12: Presidént
Thabo Mbeki has dismissed
suggestions that South Alfrica
was not ready to host the 2006
World Cup, reports AFP,

He mﬁl a meeting of his
Alrican Natlondl Congress on
Tuesday that it was Europe who
was not ready to accept Africa,

Mbeki! ensdorsed the re-
sponse from South Africa's bid
committee after losing last
week's vote in Zurich to Ger-
mauny . that "South Africa and
Africa were fully ready to host
the Soccer World Cup Finals,"
as authenticated by the FIFA
technical committee,

“The real question s when
will some in Europe be ready to
accept that Africa is part of the
global human famig'. and not
an Irrelevant appendage whose
marginalisation is, to some in
developed Europe, an acceptable
outcome,” he said,

Mbekl sald the FIFA deci-
slon "shattered the hopes of our
people and the peoples of
Africa."”

South Africa’s bid focused
largely on the fact that the
World Cup finals have never
been played in Africa,

The South African bid
committee was this week taking
legal advice on the possibility
of challenging the FIFA vote,
particularly the abstention of
New Zealander Charles
Dempsey despite a mandate
from his federation to vote for
South Africa should England be
eliminated.

Had Dempsey voted for
South Africa the vote would
have settled at 12 each allowing
FIFA president Sepp Blatter to
cast the deciding vote. Blatter
indicated before the vote that he
supported the event going to
Africa.

Blatter for an
overhaul

ZURICH, July 12: FIFA
president Sepp Blatter on Tues-
day called for an overhaul of
the World Cup selection process
in order to ensure a fairer dis-
tribution of football's premier
sporting event by continent, re-
ports AFP.

In a letter addressed to the
executive committee of footbal-
I's world governing body, Blat-
ter outlined a new!?ormat to as-
sure the World Cup was not al-
ways awarded to the same con-
tinents.

Calls for an overhaul of the
selection procedure have in-
creased since last Thursday's
controversial vote in which the
2006 World Cup was awarded to
Germany ahead of South Africa
by a narrow 12-11 vote.

The selection of Germany
was the tenth time that footbal-
I's biggest extravaganza has
been awarded to Europe while

Africa have yet to host the,

CMEXLE. o

In Blatter!s letter he sug-
gested:

- the introduction of a prin-
cipal which would distribute
the competition between the
continents;

- a limitation of the number
of candidates from each conti-
nent;

- the simultaneous appoint-
ment of the hosts for the next
two World Cups;

- combining the three prin-
cipals or the adoption of new
legislation which would serve
the same purpose.

FIFA also indicated that
they had received a letter from
the African Confederation with
principals along the same lines
as Blatter's proposals.

FIFA's executive committee
will meet next on August 3 (o
"discuss openly all possibilities
that would permit FIFA to
adopt new politics".

Sutton moves
to Celtic

GLASGOW, July 12: Chris
Sutton formally completed his
6 million pound (9.6 million
dollar) record Scottish transfer
to Celtic from Chelsea Tuesday
after he passed the medical, re-
ports AFP.

The 27-year-old striker will
now join up with his Parkhead
colleagues and manager Martin
O'Neill in Denmark ahead of
Wednesday night's friendly
against FC Copenhagen.

Sutton replaces Leeds-bound
Mark Viduka in the Celtic at-
tack after failing to make an
impression at Stamford Bridge
following his 10 million pound
(16 million dollars) transfer
from Blackburn a vear ago.

Sutton is excited by the chal-
lenge ahead as he aims to prove

last season was only a blip and
force his way back into the Eng-
land squad.

He becomes new Celtic boss
O'Neill's first signing and re-
places Israeli midfielder Eyal
Berkovic as the most expensive
purchase ever made north of the
border.

Sutton said; "As soon I spoke
to Martin I knew that | wanted
to be involved with a club of
Celtic's standing and | am ex-
cited about the prospect of play-
Ing alongside quality players.

‘'l am delighted to have
signed for Celtic and very much
look forward to playing in front

of such a massive, passionate
dnd knowledgable support.
"Celtic's history and tradi-
tion are well known to me and |
‘consider myself very privileged
to have the nppnrtunltg to play
for such a fantastic club."
O'Neill insists Sutton will
demonstrate the ability which
saw him establish himself as
one of the Premiership's lead-
ing talents at Blackburn despite
losing confidence at Chelsea,
He said: "I am delighted to
have signed a player of the
quality of Chris Sutton. He has
layed at the highest level as an
ngland international and will
bring valuable skills and expe-

| rience to Celtle.

KINGSTON, Jamalca, July
12: The loss of five British-
based players from the lineup
has left Jamalica's "Re&?gae Boyz"
reeling as they open World Cup
2002 qualifying on Sunday at
St. Vineent and the Grenadines,
reports AFP,

Jamalca, which brought the
Caribbean rhythms to the 1998
World Cup: ¥i:ml§ in France,
could have a difficult time re-

}Jcaiing as one of three quall- °
1

ers from North Amerlca.

The first departure was
Fitzroy Simpson, who quit on
Thuradai{. Angered by the man-
ner in which a suspension was
handed down by new technical
director Clovis de Ollveira,
Stmpson announced that he
was retiring from international
football,

Within four days, the Ja-
maicans lost Frank Sinclalr,
Michael Johnson, Darren
Moore and Marcus Gayle.

Apart from Gayle, who had
not played with the team lately,
the others were booted from the
team for disciplinary reasons.

Sinclair, who plays for Le-
icester City in the English Pre-
mler League, is injured. Moore
was recalled by his club,
Portsmouth. Andf Johnson
faces an uncertain future as de
Oliveira says he has enough

layers to fill his position at
eft fullback.
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Gayle, who captained the
team earlier this year, has
Jjoined Simpson by quitting.

Horace Burrell, president of
the Jamaica Football Federa-
tion, confirmed that Gayle had
packed it in and planned to re-
turn to Wimbledon, which has
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been relegat we were giving him
an o) portunity to see if he

would retonsider. The situation
is that his team has been rele-
jated to the First Division . and
ience he wants to concentrate
on club committments right
now so he has decided to retire "

Gayle, who made his debut at
the 1998 Gold Cup in the United
Stales, last represented Ja-
maica at the 2000 Gold Cup in
February where he served as
captain. He did not join the -
leam'’s tour of Morocco or Brazil
because he was resting a groin
injury.

The Jamaicans. who quali-
fied third behind the Unfied
Stales and Mexico lour years
dgo, are nol without weapons,
however. |

Jamaica outscored arch-ri-
val Trinidad and Tobago 4-2 (n
an away friendly in thelr final
warm-up for their reglonal
round-robin competition.
Three goals from Onandi Lowe
and another by Jermaine John-
son were -aough to better
Dwight Yorke's double strike.

e tnr two teams from each
of three four-team groups ad-
vance Into next year's final
qualifying round, where three
of six teams will advance to the
2002 World Cup Finals co-
hosted by Japan and South Ko-

rea.

Jamalica Is in Group D with
ot. Vincent-Grenadines, Hon-
duras and El Salvador.
Trinidad and Tobago is in
Group C with Mexico, Canada
and Panama. The US team Is in
Group E with Costa Rica,
Guatemala and Barbados.

Youngest victim laid to rest _

MARONDERA, Zimbabwe,
July 12: The youngest victim of
Zimbabwe's soccer stampede,
six-year-old Dean Fidesi, was
buried Tuesday in the dusty
Paradise cemetery in this small
town southeast of the capital
Harare, reports AFP.

A simple wooden coffin cov-
ered with a white cloth and two
wreaths held the body of the

young football fan, trampled to

death Sunday as stampeding
crowds rushed to get out o
Harare's National Stadium af-
ter police firefi tear gas.

Father Alec Fidesi told
mourners: "I carried my dead
son in the confusion at the sta-
dium, thinking he had just run
short of fresh air but would re-
cover. Little did I know that he
was dead."

Dean was among at least 13
fans who dfed in Zimbabwe's
worst sports tragedy ever.

He was a young soccer fan to
be reckoned with, said speakers
at the grave side.

He hardly ever missed foot-
ball games, even the social soc-
cer matches played by his fa-
ther's workmates, mourners
said.

"He even had nicknames for
all the players in the 'Boozers
(father's colleagues) team.” said
Wendy Maodzwa, who works
with his father at the indepen-
dent Zimbabwe weekly Finan-
cial Gazette.

Tearful relatives found it
hard to speak, but Alec Fidesi
vowed his family's love for soc-

cer would not be changed by
Dean's death.

"I will continue to be as great
a soccer fan as | was, | will con-
tinue gmng to* watch matches.”
he said. ’ |

‘I love soccer so much that
the death of Dean will not stop
me from going to watch soccer
matches,” he said.
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But he worried his four-vear
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the match, “would d8socdiate’
matches with her brother's
death.

"1 don't know what | will do
with Jean, who might continue
to remember that her brother
died at a football match.,” he

said .

Jean was thrust into the
arms of unknown rescuers as
Fidesi struggled to rescue his
son and wife Mary.

Mary is still in hospital.

An official from the Zim-

babwe Football Association

urged Fidesi to keep up his love -

for soccer.

"I am urging the father, Mr
Fidesi, to continue coming to
watch soccer with young Jean.

remember there is also wonmen's

soccer,” Peter Mu}cuna said.

Football's world governing
body FIFA have banned the use
of Harare's National Stadium
for international matches until
further notice,

FIFA has criticised the giant
Chinese-built sports stadium's
security arrangements.

The body have given ZIFA
until neft Monday to submit its
report on the tragedy.

Zimbabwe police have also
been sharply criticised for their
heavy-handed action in letting
off the tear gas. *

The trouble began when dis-
runtled Zimbabwe fans threw
ottles onto the pitch after

South Africa scored its second
goal in the World Cup qualify-

chelles at’the weekend in Zim-
babwe.

That match will take place
al Harare's Rufaro stadium, ZI-
FA's acting chief executive

Ndumiso Gumede told AFP.

Gunners' new Brazilian
denied entry in UK

LONDON, July 12:
Arsenal's in-
tended Brazilian
signing Edu was

= =zd caught in posses
sion of a counterfeit Portuguese
passport on Tuesday and
refused entry to Britain,

according to a Home Office
spokesman, reports AFP

“A Brazilian national was
refused entry to the UK yester-
day afternoon at 13:30 GMT and
was returned to Sao Paolo,
Brazil that evening.

"He was found to be in pos-
session of a counterfeit Por-
tuguese passport”, said the

spokesman.

As a Brazilian national,
Edu, from Brazilian club
Corinthians, needs a work

permit to play f{ootball in
Britain, but (ﬁ)uring negotiations
over the four-year deal to the
London side which was an-

nounced 10 days ago, he
claimed to also have a Por-
tuguese passport.

By claiming Portuguese na-
tionality, Edu could be consid-
ered a European Union (EU) na-
tional, and therefore would not
need a work permit.

An Arsenal spokeswoman
insisted that Edu had dual na-
tionality, but refused to com-
ment further on the intended
six million pound (9.1 million
dollars) signing.

In an Arsenal statement re-
leased on Wednesday morning,
the club said it and the player
had acted in good faith.

"Unbeknown to both parties,
there was a problem with Edu's
passport and, consequently, he
has returmed to Brazil where the
situation can be resolved.

"We hope to have a clearer
indication in the next few days
of when he can come back to

Britain and join up with the
club”, Arsenal added.

However, as the player has
not yet made his international
debut, it is unlikely that the
Home Office will look kindly on
his application to play in the
Premiership.

The current rule is that for-
eign recruits outside the EU
must have played in 75 per cent
of their recent home country in-
ternationals.

"l really don't know what
hapc[)ened. I was told I did not
need a visa,” Edu told The Sun.

“I'm going back to Brazil to
sort out the problem and ho
to return in .about a week.,” Eg
added.

According to the Home Office
spokesman, a counterfeit pass-
port is-"completely false”, in
comparison to a forged passport
which is a doctored legitimate
passport.

|

Arper fina’s former international custodian Carlos Roa on
arriy 1) a1 Mallorea Airport with his family yesterday. Roa

ha< come to rejoin his

rimera Liga team Mallorca which

he abruptly quit a year ago due to religious priorities.

— AFP photo ‘

Harare qualifier

South Africa
not awarded
points: FIFA

JOHANNESBURG, July 12:
The match commissioner who
said South Africa had been
awarded the points from an
abandoned World Cup tie in
Zimbabwe last weekend has
been overruled by the organis-
ers, reports AFP,

Egyptian Hisham al-Azmy
told the South African Broad-
casting Corporation the three
points would go to South Africa,
who were leading 2-0 when the
match was halted with eight
minutes left due to crowd trou-’
ble.

Andreas Herren, a
spokesman for world governing
body FIFA, was reported here as
sayving no decision had been
made about the Group E match
because several issues needed to
be probed.

“For the moment the match
Is considered abandoned and
will remain so until the situa-
tion has been examined by the
World Cup organising commit-
tee,” the official said. .

At least 13 people, including
several children, died in a
stampede to get out of the Na-
tional Stadium in Harare when
police fired teargas after bottles

were flung on the pitch.
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‘Reggae Boyz' sans the beat |




