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Mushroom growth of private clinics in Rajshahi

' Standard of treatment declining

From Abdul Wadood

clinics., As a result number of complications are
abnormally higher in the private clinics. Senlor and

L
Fix 4

near one hundred,” sald an official.

RAJSHAHI, July 12: Standard of treatment in the
These private hospitals and clinics are malinly

private hospitals and clinics is deteriorating day by

the name of operation.
Patients coming from rural areas and outside

day in Rajshahi. surgery-based. But almost all of those have no well-  specialist doctors come only when called for. Rajshahiusually become victims of cheating.
There are even allegations against some clinics of equipped operation theatre. Patients are to pay extra price for these visits. Rajshahi District Civil Surgeon office sources
cheating. Mukti Clinic Private Limited, Islami Bank Hospi- Doctors, nurses and other employees of these acknowledged the prevailing bad situation of the

tal, Padma Clinic and Zamzam Islami Hospital are
the few exceptions which have more or less well-
equipped and well-managed operation theatres.
None of them, however, have any monitory system in
the operation theatres.

Most of the clinics have no cardiac monitor or
pulse oxymeter,

Situation of cleanliness and sanitation is not
satisfactory in most of the clinics

Actually the clinics have been opened in the
rented residential houses. These houses have no
architectural arrangement required for clinics.
Patients are kept every here and there in corridors
and verandahs, raising temporary curtains of cloth
and hardboards. The rooms are not cleared properly.
Bed smells evolve from the rooms. When number of
patients increases, patients are kept side by side
with no gap in between them.

Only one or two junior doctors run a clinic, They
cannot attend the patients always when needed.
Nurses are not trained well. The clinic owners do not
usually appoint nurses passed from the Nursing
Institutes rather take untrained distressed young
females at a very less amount of salary. They cannot
give expected service to the patients.

Operations are also done by junior doctors in most

clinics are given abnormally less amount of salary.
That is why they cannot become serious and sincere
in their duties. A junior (simple MBBS) doctor s
given only Taka 3,000 to Taka 5,000 per month. But
he or she s to work for at least 10-12 hours a day.

On the other hand, an rienced nurse having
no degree gets only Taka 1,000 to Taka 2,000 per
month.

The clinics charge Taka 6,000 to Taka 12,000
from the patient for a major operation, Taka 3,000 to
Taka 6,000 for a medium type of operation and Taka
1,500 to Take 3,000 for minor operation. Seat rents
range from Taka 80 to Taka 150 in ordinary wards
and Taka 200 to Taka 300 for cabins per day.

Most clinics have their own diagnostic units. It is
alleged that patients are often advised to do unnec-
essary investigations. These diagnostic units lack
trained and experienced laboratory techniclans.

There are more serious allegation against some
clinics. They catch patients by their agents and
make compel them to get operated though it is not
necessary,

There are records that a patient with abdominal
pain for causes other than appendicitis had to face
appendix operation. There are even such allegations
that only the skin has been incised and sutured in

‘] There is a big government hospital Rajshahi
. Medical College Hospital (RMCH) in the city. It was
established in 1958 as a 500-bed academic hospital
of simultaneously established Rajshahi Medical
College.

Nowadays rush of patients to hospital has
- mounted so high that it always remains over-
crowded. Patients are always seen to crowd in the
| beds, extra beds, floors and verandahs. There are
i not sufficient number of doctors, nurses, boys and
. ayes. Medical facilities are too short to mect the
demands. So the patients are to suffer much. Espe-
clally the patients of general surgery, obstetrics,
| gynaecology, orthopaedics and neurosurgery are to
suffer most. They are to wait for weeks after weeks on
the beds and floors to have their turns.
| In this perspective, private clinics are established
and get popularity. These clinics also become over-
f crowded, commercially viable within a very short
| period. This has lead to establishment of more new
clinics. As a result a mushroom grow of clinics took
place.

The private clinics are increasing in number every
year. The office of the civil surgeon could not say the
actual number of private clinics and hospitals work-
ing in the city and the upazilas. "The number will be

private clinles. "There Is no clear cut specific rules
and regulations to supervise the private hospitals
and clinies," said an official in the office of the Civil
Surgeon. So the malpractices and irregularities
cannot be checked, he said.

Some clinlc-owners sald that there was a system
of registration for the private clinics previously, but
the system Is not followed now, The registration fee is
Taka 5,000. The registration should be renewed
every year paying Taka 5,000,

“We applied for registration 2/3 years ago, but the
concerned authorities have not sent yet any team to
visit our clinic,” sald an owner of a clinic on condition
;Jlf anonymity. So their registration remain hanged,

e sald.

For this reason the government is being deprived
of a handsome amount of revenue Income every year.

General secretary of Rajshahi Diagnostic Complex
and Clinic Owners Assoclation Dr Abdul Mannan
sald that negligence of the concerned authorities,
political influence and monetary corruption lead to
mushroom growth of clinics of low standard.

“The government should promulgate specific
rules and regulations regarding establishment and

running of clinics to check the malpractices and
Irregularities,” he said.
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The national convention of Bangladesh Photojournalis

Association was held at the District Council Auditorium in
Satkhira on Friday. Barrister Moinul Islam, chairman, Editorial
Board of The Ittefag and The New Nation speaking as the chief
guest while secretary generals of two factions of Bangladesh
Federal Union of Journalists (BFUJ) Akhter Ahmed Khan and M
A Aziz, director general of Press Institute of Bangladesh (PIB)
Sheikh Abdus Salam on his left and deputy commissioner (DC) of
Satkhira, president of the association Salahuddin Ahmed and
president of its Satkhira unit Nurul Islam on his right. - Star photo

A rare moment

BANDARBAN, July 12: It was a rare happy moment for a new-
born tribal girl when she was patted lovingly and named Moni
Marma by supermodel Claudia Schiffer, reports BSS.

Hundreds of tribal and non-tribal people including women and
children were delighted to see the rare scene at Talukd of
Bandarban hill town on Tuesday. Schiffer, who is visiting Bangla-
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Unending woe: The River Brahmaputra devoured a vast tract of land at Kanchipara in Fulchhari upazila of

Gaibandha district.

--Star photo

Arsenic mitigation programme

A comprehensive arsenic
mitigation programme has been
taken up in Chuadanga district,
says a press release.

The programme, taken up at
the initiative Chuadanga district
administration, will be imple-
mented with the financial assis-
tance of Impact Foundation
Bangladesh, an NGO, and tech-
nical support of district Public
Health and Engineering Depart-
ment (PHED) in two phases,
according to the press release by
Impact Foundation Bangladesh
released on Tuesday.

In the first phase, more than
200 tubewells, which had been
sealed because of arsenic con-
tamination, will be re-sunk,
ensuring safe drinking water for
people, while in the second
phase, mass awareness
programmes will be launched to
help people fight arsenic men-
ace.

Arsenic mitigation programme
through re-sinking of tubewells
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Water of this tubewell at
Kalmakanda village in
Netrakona district contains
arsenic beyond permissible
level. Villagers have been
advised not to use the water of
the tubewell. -- Star photo

was implemented in two villages
of Chuadanga, one of the worst
arsenic affected districts in the
country, on experimental basis
recently.

A large number of ple at
Benagari and Takpara villages
under Alamdanga upazila of the
district had been suffering from
arsenic related diseases, Seven
of them died of the diseases.
Families with arsenic affected
members were almost ‘excom-
municated’. Many started
deserting their houses fearing
excormmunications,

But after re-sinking of
tubewells the villagers are now
getting safe drinking water and
many have started returning
houses, the release said.

Two killed in
Gopalganj road
accident

desh as the special envoy of UNICEF, gave two drops of polio vacecine
to the girl. As she wanted to know the name of the baby, her parents
could not come up with a reply because she was born only 15 hours
ago and was not yet named. A smiling Schiffer addressed her as
Moni, and as she came from a Marma family gave the name Moni
Marma.

Schiffer then told journalists that she was happy to be able to
administer the vaccine to an infant.

PCJSS supporter abducted

RANGAMATT, July 12: A supporter of the Parbattya Chat
Jono ti Samity (PCJSS) was allegedly abducted from
Junumac in Kaukhall upazila on Tuesday at gunpoint by the
armed activists opposing CHT peace accord, reports BSS.

The victim was identified as Niharu Chakma alias Ishpat, 19, son
of Guoshur Chakma. A PCJSS press release, made avallable to BSS
here tonight, said that an armed group of anti-peace elements,
numbering about 7 to 8, kidnapped the victim while he was going out
from his house for work.
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Teacher hacked to death

NARSINGDI, July 12: A madrasha teacher was hacked to death by
armed men who entered his house breaking open the doors at 3 am
on Tuesday, reports UNB.

Yunus Ali, 30, the victim, was teacher of Hossain Nagar Madrasha
under Belabo upazila. He also happened to be brother of local Awami
League leader Sirajul Islam. Nazrul Islam of the same village was
arrested following a case filed against him and some of his associ-
ates. Motive of the killing could not be ascertained.

Population Day observed

CHITTAGONG, July 12: World Population Day was observed here

. K t al H al h C 1 on Tuesday through various programmes, reports BSS.
EI'OSIOII I‘endeI‘S O lp ara % e t Omp ex ST G%gmmgﬂﬁefwmﬁ%?nflw Chittagong Cit}%h Curpnrau%n brought nutp;) procession in obser-
.y o beset W].th rOb].emS - SR Ak P vance of the day. Starting from M A Aziz Stadium, the colourful
5 50 fan']l]_l es p Emrigswer:r; jureii mal'; mgldl pmgcssion paraded different city streets. Students, boy scouts, girl
5 ' guides, NGO workers, members of social welfare organisations,
h OmeleSS From Our Correspondent &g | f*?:id':r;l nEar Nlew Pf’_ll.jcﬁ Lﬁni ward commissioners, officers and employees of guvegnaﬁent and
: e ' ‘ BB R g s L i ?G;:SD r!':*l dﬂpa ganj-lakerna non-government offices joined the procession. A seminar on "Safe
From Our Correspondent iOPALGANJ, July 12: pl‘ ket xs n';fi St ;UL | - % ?2 a‘?'. At Life of Women Ensures Social Development,” was held at the CCC ,
GAIBANDHA. Julvy 12: Ero- KGL’;ﬂlp&lrdI Lpazlla Ilf‘ﬂt‘h_ Com- DOt : Y BRI i N | & accdent becurred wier conference room. UN Pﬂpulauon Fund, Urban ana.ry Health Care _4
sion by the SR (R e plex here is beset with manifold standard. | » microbus fell into a roadside and CCC jointly arranged the seminar. Acting Mayor Haji Nurul
and the, Ghagat fooksa Serous, |, problems, including dearth of Id?(;i-}j PROBle, haxe, yreed (b <O 5h TN 1P- |, ditch after colliding with a truck. | |1y, speaking at the:seminarsaid Bangladesh has earned ‘com- |
brn in the distrct duciag the | physicians and, medjcines, aythenties, concermeqdLoy;iake J T'.,é_*r.: [m:? '{! Killing two bh th Spét!! (110 mendatioh ‘frbmiithe world communtty: (far” population ;control §
e o ondering mearlv ] acprvings patients ¥ ol Sproper s IIINCCIALS IEASUTESIR solve the o The died ‘were identified as || programimies. Ourefforts for prosperity will go in vain if we fail to
550 f : iy AT e : Irt‘r{itment {acilities. | problems of the health complex -Siinﬂglmﬁ;nt;]ﬂﬁosaha@43. and reduce nressure of nonnlation rrowth. he said addineg familv nlan-
With the water levels increas Ihe health complex is ching . E itically i i d Dipak lmng activities have been expanded at CCC hospitals.
ing sharply the rivers devoured shortage of medicine. Patients y ritically injure ipa

many lands in different areas ol
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the district.
Many houses on riverbank

buy most of the medicines pre-
scribed by the doctors from
markets.

Fens

Hamidul Haq, Additional Managing Director of United

Commercial Bank Limited addressing at the reception ceremony.

Kumar Sen, 50; Sajit Kumar
Biswas, 40; Arabinda Saha, 40;
Sudhir Biswas, 58; Paritash

Dacoit sentenced under arms act
BAGERHAT, July 12: Abdur Rashid, 35, a forest dacoit was sen-

1 . T e T e - S arnhinto Saha, 50; Abdur Rajjak, 32; and tenced to 10 years by a local court under the arms act, reports BSS.
across Char Haldia. Kalurpara. | 1,01y of low-tncome group. visl Reception ; Ratan Ray, 40, were admifted 1o | | Usbict and Sessiont i g Bt O
Diehol Kardi . Guapert | the hospital every day, but they From Staff Correspondent Gopalganj Sadar Hospital. | as Geen toaiil o S T e e b
igha andl, Guabarl, |, -g et proper facilities, local A case was lodged with police was seen roaming around suspiciously on November 27, at
Bugerpatal, Sathalia, Pansipara, J & BARISAL, July 12: Hamidul Mohamamd Mahabub Hossain | in this connection. South Chandpai village when Feroj Howladar, a UP member who

Hatbari under Shaghata upazila
went into the gorge of river. Mean-
while, a huge chunk of arable
lands were devoured.

The Teesta has taken alarm-

people said.
Shortage of doctors is another
main problem the health com-

plex is facing. The number of

ot ; doctors is inadequate, hamper- New varieties .
shglt-giﬂgn x&‘:f;glsemhba;knt?i,ﬁ: | ing the treatment facilities, oF paddy :'Esenlt?ycal branch of UCBL Fiaﬂsalmbranch, IFﬁéﬂersl 11 Magura W ted terror ested
FIECR atients said. : slam, Manager, : % an arr
anagihenpuiiicp accs: F Besides, some doctors of the The reception ceremony was  Barisal branch, A K M Jahangir road aCCIdeI'lt RANGAMATI, July 12: Rangamati Kotowali police on Tuesday

From Our Correspondent

Haq. Additional Managing Direc-
tor, United Commercial Bank
(UCBL), was accorded a recep-
tion by the Bankers' Club here at

presided over by Syed Shaikhul

Akon, Vice President, National
Bank Limited (NBL), Barisal
branch, A S M Anisul Kabir,
senior AVP, Prime Bank Litd,

Old man killed

caught and recovered two indigenous and handed over the |
suspect to the police station. Obtaining the bail, Abdur Rashid, since
then, had been absconding, according to case report. The court
pronounced the judgement in absentia. |

- : . health complex are found busy 2 ‘ s Kabir, Manager, UCBL, Barisal arrested a tribal youth from Kalindipur in the town immediate
ing turn at Belka, Chalitabarl, |~ = gwn practices, local FENE, July 12: Agriculturists of | Imam, General Manager (GM), pranch a?lgcl Syed Enayet From Our Correspondent aﬂcrlouungcashgnd ldndsfromanm?-tribal hawker, reports E’»SSI}r
Haripul".l Gazirkura, Ujan people alleged. BADC Pangachia Farm here Bangladesh Bank, Barisal Hossain, Manager, Rupali Bank. MAGURA, July 12: An old man The arrested person was identified as Ripon Chakma, 24. Accord-
Bnch?graj under Sunderganj The health complex has no X- h;ave dgrelapcd two new types of branch and president, Bankers  g;dar Road branch and General was Killed in a road accident in ing to Rangamati Kotowali police, a gang of five tribal youths, led by
upfa)ﬂnai. of Katlerbeel embank- | Y machine and blood bank. It high '}nclding varlety (HYV) of | Club, Barisal. g ot Secretary, Bankers' Club. | Belnagus area under Sadar Ripon Chakma, allegedly looted cash and clothes from Mohammad
menc; 1;I:hrealeneerd };, L];'n]c(em- also lacks dental and ophthalmic Padd}' redh The ceremony was Rosital upazila on Magura-Faridpur Harun, a hawker from Kalindipur in the town. A case was lodged

: treatment facilities. Ihe two varicties were named | addressed. among -others Sby highway on Monday. with Rangamati Kotowali police in this connection. Ripon Chakma

sion. If the embankment gives in

to the pressure of water over |

10,000 acres of croplands will go
under water, local people said.

The surrounding of the health
complex is unhygienic. Toilets
are not cleaned regularly,

[R69690H and IR68877H. The
new varieties cultivated in dem-
onstration plots yield expected
production. 3,800 kg of paddy

Poultry policy demanded

The dead was identified as
Intaz All Shiekh, 72, of village

Sonagachha under Sreepur
upazila.

was wanted in connection with a number of cases, police said. i

LGED implements 41 projects

Authority concerned, however, are produced by cultivating From Our Cgrrespgndent T E S R S (O R e B e TANGAIL, July 12: Local Government Engineering Department
placed bamboo sticks in sensi- - I[R69690H paddy on a hectare of : hed ntenibe Whesls of (LGED) is implementing 41 road development projects at a cost of
tive areas along the embank- Al'um farm_lng land, while 2,200 kg are pro- CHITTAGONG, July 12: ofone day broiler chicks from Tk T&Tﬁna_bﬁnﬁ bils sl Taka 1.32 crore under 1999-2000 fiscal, reports BSS.

ment. duced by cultivating IR68877H | Chittagong Poultry Feed and 22 to Tk 42 by some vested sec- Under the programme the roads in eight upazlas including

3 killers
awarded
life-term

From Our Correspondent
NETRAKONA. July 12: A court
here has sentenced three per-
sons to life-term imprisonment
and fined Tk 5,000 each, in
default, to suffer one year more
imprisonment.

According to prosecution,
Faraj Miah, Babar Ali and Nobab
Mia killed Lal Hossain by attack-
ing him Indiscriminately with

sharp weapons following a dis- | (his year. Besides, water logging New ward building of breeder firms and o read out by the president of the | Plantation, family planning | f 7R S 86 SIvO o ek o o nection.
e over a fish hatchery at in some areas in Khaliajhuri C OIIIIIliSSi oner different pleas, cheat the small assoclation, Golam Rahman at sanitation and volunteer ser- i T ffPf-‘ hes £ = dk;‘and h e th‘
upazla has damaged the stand- poultry farmers. the conference where the secre- | Vices. CUng on a Up-oi, palice rom Lau | thana s

village Lage Golua in Mohongonj
upazila.

The incident took place on
March 4 in 1994. A murder case
was recorded with Mohongonj
Police Station on the next day.

Robbery in
Rangpur

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR, July 12: A robbery
was commitied recently in Dhap
area in the town.

The armed robbers number-
ing about seven stormed the
house of Sadequl Islam at mid-
night and looted Taka 30,000 in
cash ornaments and other valu-
ables worth Tk 1,34,500 at gun-
point.

Most of the Inmates of the
house were not present during

faces setback
in Netrakona

From Our Correspondent

NETRAKONA, July 12: Arum
cultivation has been facing set-
back this season in the district.

Inadequate rain, high temper-
ature and pest attack have been
attributed to the debacle.

According to district Agricul-
ture Extension Department
(AED) sources, over 3,200 hect-
ares of land here have been
brought under the cultivation.

But some 80 per cent of the
crop have been attacked by pest

Ing crop.

Farmers sald production will
not be up to their expectations
this year due to these problems.

The soil and climate of the
district are suitable for arum
cultivation.

Farmers here cultivate variet-
fes of the vegetable, which
include sida man, pani kochii
bish kochu, tela kochuy, ole kochu,
and panchamukhi kochu

paddy on a hectare of land.
Kidnapped

girl rescued

A schoolgirl, who was kid-
napped from village Lamua of
Feni district one month back,
was rescued from Dinagpur
distirct last week, Feni police
said.

According to police, the kid-
napped schoolgirl Munmun, 14,
was rescued from Busagong
village. However the kidnapper
escaped. Student of class IX in
Lamua High School under Sadar
upazila, Munmun was kid-
napped by Babul and his accom-
plices.

By-election to the post of word
comrmissioner in Ward No 5 of
Fenl Municipality was held here
onJune 26.

Alamgir Hossain Tota, a BCL
leader, was elected commis-
sioner bagging 605 voles. His
rival Yousul Shahin, a Jubo
League leader, got 523 votes. The
post fell vacant following the
murder of incumbent word com-
missioner Anwar Hossain Ratan,
Alamgir Hossain Tota is the elder
brother late Ratan.

Road mishaps kill 3

in Jhenidah

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH, July 12: Three
people, including two boys, were
killed in separate road accidents
in the district recently.

Rezaul Islam, 25, was Injured

Huspltal.'
In separate incident, Setu, 12,
was killed in road accident near

Al-Hera Institute when two
motorised vehicles collided.

Chicks Merchant Association
has put up six-point demand
including introduction of a Poul-
try Police for the flourishment
and proper care of poultry indus-
try in the country.

The association, an organisa-
tion of the merchants supplying
chickens, feeds and medicines to
the poultry farmers, made this
demand at a press conference at
the local press club in the city on
Tuesday afternoon.

The association leaders at the
conference alleged that in
absence of a policy for their
industry some opportunist trad-
ers were creating dispute over
supply of raw materials of this
industry such as one-day old
chicks, import of hatchable eggs,

In this regard the leaders cited
an example of raising of the price

tion of hatcheries following dec-
laration of stopping import of
hatching eggs in June last and
thus taking away crores of taka
from this industry.

The association sought coop-
eration of the government in
keeping the price of chick within
Tk 20.

The other demands of the
association were to fix the elec-
tricity bill for poultry firms as
agricultural rate instead of com-
mercial rate, full-fledged pathol-
ogy centres for poultry at every
Thana Livestock Department,
and to provide loans to the poul-
try farmers and traders on easy
term and condition.

The written statement was

tary of the association also
spoke.

crossing the road.

Poverty
alleviation
programme

From Our Correspondent

NETRAKONA, July 12: Pall
Daridra Bimochon Foundation,
an organisation for rural poverty
alleviation, has taken a credit
programme to make unem-
ployed young and distressed
women self-reliant.

Under the project, these
women are being imparted train-
ing on development, adult edu-
cation, mass education , tree

Activities of the credit
programme are being carried out
in 10 upazilas with the direct
supervision of Basana
Chowdhury.

There are 1104 woman
organisations and 25,897 mem-
bers in 10 upazilas here.

With a view to rehabilitatin
unemployed and distresse
women, Taka 3,95,44,000 have
already been disbursed as loan
among the members of 1104
organisations.

Basana Chowdhury told this
correspondent that the credit
programme has been playing an
important role in improving the
economic condition of distressed
and unemployed women.

Budget

From Our Correspondent
MYMENSINGH, July 12: Taka
eight crore 45 thousand budget

Ghatail, Nagarpur, Tangail Sadar, Kalihati, Madhupur, Bhuiyapur,
Shakhipur and Basail are being constructed. Reconstruction and
maintenance works are progressing as required and it will be com-
pleted in two months.

Prizes distributed

MANIKGANJ, July 12: Prize distribution ceremony and e
gathering organised by Agriculture Extension Department (AED)
was held at Shibalaya Upazila Parishad auditorium on Thursday,
reports BSS,

Gazi Asgar All Mia, Deputy Director, (AED) was present in the
meeting as the chief guest and Anil Chandra Sarker was special
guest. The meeting was presided over by Ashraful Mosaddeque,
Upazila Nirbahi Officer, Shibalaya.

Indian sugar seized
COMILLA, July 12: Police seized a truckload of Indian

sugar at Daudkandi Toll Plaza on Dhaka-Chittagong high-
way early Monday, reports UNB.

Dhaka-bound truck from Feni and recovered the sugar
| worth about Tk 1.13 lakh. A case was filed.
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ﬁeputy Commissioner (DC) of Netrakonal ihaugurating the

{' the robbery. The robbers tided | when a truck hit him from Imran, 8, was killed on spot |  demonstration plot of BADC Pangachia Farm in Feni where two ﬁ;ktfg?,&?gf Oﬂfmi,ﬂf;;ﬁ;, ?]{ district office of Palli Daridra Bimochon Foundation, an
* up the housewife, looted and | behind at Bhatal Bazar. He when a Kushtia- bound bus | new types of high yielding variety (HYV) of paddy have been | the district was announced | |organisation of poverty alleviation, recently at Nagra in

decamped with the booty.
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succumbed to his injuries at
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invented recently.

--Star photo

recently.

Netrakona town. --Star photo



