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Election of 25
registered
graduates to
DU Senate
set aside

The High Court yesterday set

aside the election of 25 regis-
tered graduates to Dhaka Uni-
versity Senate held in June last
yvear, reports UNB.
" The judgement came on a
writ petition filed by journalist
(has Kamal Chowdhury, Prol
Mahbubullah, M Nurul Islam of
Sociology Department of the
Dhaka University and Barris-
ter Mainul Hosein challenging
the Sentate election.

They filed the petition on
June 28, 1999 after the election
results were announced on June
18. Ruling party-backed Gano-
tantrik Olkyva Parishad swept
the polls capturing all the 25
pOSLS.

Division bench comprising
Justice KM Hasan and Justice
Abdul Quddus setting aside the
Senate election observed that it
was not in accordance with the
provision of the DU Order of
1973 thereby vitiated the elec-

tion results.
See page 11 col 8

Opposition’s
demonstration
today

By Staff Correspondent

The BNP-led opposition al-
liance will stage demonstra-
tions across the country today
to protest passage of the 'un-
democratic’ Zila Parishad Act,
‘politicisation’ of the Election
Commission, deterioration ol
law and order and to press its
demand for resignation of the
government.

As part of the programme,
the BNP, Jatiya Party, Jamaat-
e-Islami and Islami Oikva Jote
will organise separate rallies
and processions in all city. dis-
trict and thana headquarters.

In the capital. BNP will holil
a public rally at the Muktangan
al 4 pm. City BNP President
Sadek Hossain Khoka MP will
preside over the meeting and

See page bl ol 8 —_
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BCL blames Shibir: Charge denied

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, July 12: At
least seven persons including
five BCL activists were shot
dead and six others injured
when unidentified gunmen
sprayed bullets on them indis-
criminately near Bahaddar Hat
in the city today, police and
witnesses said.

The dead were identitied as
Hasibur Rahman Helal, a BCL
leader and former vice-presi-
dent of Government Comuner-
cial Institute Students' Unlon,
Shohag, Abul Kasem, Jahangir
Alam. Abul Kasem: microbus
driver Monu Meah (45) and au-
torickshaw driver Jahid Hos-
sain (35). The BCL activists be-
longed to Nasir group. party
sources said.

The injured were admitted to
Chittagong Medical College
Hospital. Three of them includ-
ing a rickshawpuller are in crit-
ical condition. hospital sources

said.
Police sald the gunmern
launched the attack when mnine

BCL activists In a microbus
reached near Bahaddar Bari
near Bahaddar Hat at 11-30 am.
They had started from Sher
Shah Colony and were going (o
attend a students' rally at Kala
Meah Bazar,

The assallants, boarding
another microbus and carrying
sophisticated arms, followed
the microbus carrying the BCL
activists, police and other
sources said.

As the BCL group reached
near Bahaddar Bari, the as-
sailants intercepted their mi-
crobus and prayed bullets sud-
denly.

Five of the BCL activists and
driver Monu Meah and died on
the spot and two others died at
the hospital after 2 pm, police
said

BCL leaders blamed activists
of Islami Chhatra Shibir lor
the attack, but Shibir denied
the charge.

Police suspected that today's
incident was sequel to Sunday’'s
gllllflghi between BCL and
Shibir activists at Government
Commercial Institute al
Bakalia in which some activists
were bullet-hit. The clash was
for establishing supremacy al
the institute

Today's incident triggered
tension in the city. A large
number of police personnel
have been deployed in different
areas of the city to prevent lur-
ther violence.

Police raided Chittagong
College hostel at Bakalia and
other places in the city this al-
ternoon and arrested 17 Shibir
activislts.

BCL gave an ultimatum to
police authorities to arrest the

killers within 24 hours or (o
face a "tough action pro-
gramine

Meanwhile, angry BCL ac-
tivists put up road barricades
and damaged some vehicles at
Muradpur, Bahaddar Hat. Pro
bartak crossing and Anderkilla
crossing, police and witncsses
said. They also held protest ral
lies at dillerent places in the
Clly

UNB adds: Unconfirmed re-
ports said another student ac-
tivist was killed in reprisals to
the attack on the BCL activists

As violence spread in the
city, a Chhatra Shibir sup-
porter named Mahmudul Islam
was injured in a gunfight with
Chhatra League at Andarkilla
in the evening

Islam died at Chittagong
Central Point Hospital at about
8:30 pm, unconfirmed reports

See page 11 col 7

Ershad suffers credibility crisis!

Alliance partners wary of his political goal

Jativa Party chief HM Er-
shad seems to be suffering a
credibility crisis as leaders of
other component parties of the
BNP-led opposition alliance
find it difficult to trust him as a
political ally. alliance sources
said.

The 'tainted image’ of the de-
posed president has also created
frustration among JP activists,
thev pointed out.

As a key partner in the four-
party alliance, JP is involved in
its oust government movement
for the last one and a half years
but most of the opposition lead-
ers believe that Ershad might

back out anyvtiine and join
hands M ling Awami
League, |

he mistrust in Ershad has
followin JP's
“council session” on July 8-9 in
which majority of the district
leaders suggested that JP should
contest the next general elec-
tion alone and Ershad’'s wind-
ing up speech reportedly went
contrary to the alliance's strat-
EF{ regarding united movement,
election and formation of gov-
ernment.

Ershad's speech has created
serious resentment among the
other partners of the alliance
They charged JP representa-
tives at an emergency meeting
of the Central Liaison Comunit-

By Rezaul Karim

tee (CLC) of the combine
luesday, CLC sources said

JP presidium members Kazi
Firoz Rashid and Shah Mo-
hammad Abu Zafar who at-
tended the CLC meeting failed to
give any satisfactory explana-
tion. Leaders of the other par-
ties then asked them to meet
Ershad immediately and report
back his attitude towards the
alliance.

The just concluded JP coun-
cil session has also created re-
sentment in the rank and file of
the party as Presidium and
central executive committee
members were not allowed to
attend it. Only party chiel Er-
shad, vige chairman Roushan
Ershad and secretary general
Naziur Rahman Manjur at-
tended the council.

JP insiders said majority of
the top party leaders firmly be-
lieve that the council session
was called as per a 'design’ of the
party secretary general. They
also believe that this might be
part of a 'ruling party conspira-
cy' to create a rift in the opposi-
tion alliance.

A Presidium member of the
JP said, "There might be some-
thing wrong behind the party s
hurriedly called council session
as no Presidium member or the
central executive cominittee
leaders were invited.” He did not

OI1

walnt to be named

He said most of the leaders
and activists of JP deserted the
party and joined either BNP o1
Awami League over the years
since Ershad was toppled.

The party secretary general
collected low level activists,
planted them in various party
units in districts and they
spoke what he asked them to
speak, the Presidium member
said. Most of the district level
leaders. who suggested that the
partyv should contest the next
election alone, are incapable of

participating in the polls, he
added.

Anotheéer influential JP
leader said, "The remaining JP
leaders and MPs might join the
BNP and AL if the party decide
to participate in the coming
parliamentary polls alone.”

When contacted yesterday, a
BNP policy maker preferring
anonymity said though BNP
formed an alliance with JP and
other parties, it conld not trust
Ershad from the very begin-
ning.

Replying to a question, he
said the current movement will
not be affected and BNP will not
face any problem if Ershad and
his party leave the alliance and
again sides with the AL gov-
ernment

Non-functioning,
standing
committees
By Staff Correspondent

Most of the parliamentary
standing committees virtually
did not function during the just
concluded budget session of the
Jatiya Sungamiﬂ.

Thirty of the 45 standing
comimittees on various min-
Istries and matters relating to
parliament did not meet even
once during the budget session
that began on June 5 and ended
on July 9, according to parlia-
ment sources.

And now, the commniittees are

L e _ | : Eils |
German supermodel Claudia Schiffer, Special Representative of the US Fund for Unicef,
answers queries at a press conference at LGED Bhaban auditorium in the city yesterday
on the occasion of launching of the Unicef report titled Progress of Nation 2000. (Story
on page 11) — Star photo

BDR, BSF exchange fire on
Sylhet, Kurigram borders

By Staff Correspondent

'Save Buriganga
movement'

launched
By Staff Correspondent

Eminent citizens. profes-
sionals and representatives of
sion of stone collection at Bho- more than 24 NGOs converged
laganj in the Companygan| | at the office of Paribesh

BDR has been put on high | Rakkha Shopoth (Porosh) in
launch a

BDR and Indian Security
Force (BSF) exchanged fire
| throughout the day yesterday

l on Svlhet and Kurigram f{ron-

The situation forced suspen-

tiers alert on these borders with de- | the city yesterday to

Our Staff Correspondent ployment of additional troops Save Buriganga Movement
from Sylhet reports: BDR and while the BSF has also The speakers there said the
BSF t-_\-{h{”]w:[l fire at Uthma lel"[l"l_ﬁ_Thl*l],t'{t i1s position in movement will focus on saving

| the river Buriganga from illegal
encroachment and pollution
The meeting which was
moderated bv A M A Muhith of
Porosh. formed a nember

this region

BSF has digged a number of
bunkers along Sripur borders,
sources said

While visiting some of the

point in Companyganj thana
| and Tamabil, Sripur, Protappur
and Sangram Pungi points in
Jaintapur and Gowainghat

thanas vesterday nine-
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Upturn 1n stock market

The Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) has asked
its surveillance department to
remain vigilant to check any
manipulation in the stock
market.

The department will review
and examine the recent upsurge
in the stock market to find out
if there is any ‘contravention of
securities-related laws' by any
person or group. ' _

The decision was taken at
the weekly surveillance meel-
ing of SEC yesterday, chaired by

its Chairman Manir Uddin
Ahmad.
The meeting also decided

that SEC will ensure that listed
companies make proper disclo-
sures so that transparency is
maintained. SEC will also beef
up munltnrlnF of share holding
position of directors of Hal{*rl.l’
compaiies,

SEC will also monitor infu-
sfon of foreign funds in the cap-

SEC surveillance deptt
asked to keep watch

Star Business Report

ital market in association with
Bangladesh Bank

The meeting expressed con-
cern over the news of inade-
quacy of services at the bourses,
which was exposed by heavy
trading pressure. It observed
that the bourses should imme-
diately upgrade their systems to
tackle huge transactions.

The meeting further ob-
served that many companies
were failing to transfer shares
within the stipulated time. It
decided that letters should be
sent to the listed companies re-

questing them to transfer
shares within the time limit.
Stern action will be taken

against those failing to comply
with requirements of law

The meeting also expressed
the opinion that for the greatei
interest of investors. further
reclassification of listed com-
panies might be necessary

See page | | col /

NIHII},’ non-govermnment or-
ganisations (NGOs) are al-
legedly using arsenle patients
[or thelr own gains.

These NGOs collect samples
of tube well water and also of
blood, hair and nall from ar-
senic patients., Most of these
NGOs collect money from ex-
ternal sources in the name of
doing experiments with these
samples, It was alleged by the
victims and as well a gn;m'ruﬁ

ment agency Involved in ar-
senic-related activities.
The NGOs, while taking

samples, promise to the victims
that the test results would be
made known to them, bul it is
never done even in several
months

This correspondent visited

some villages in Manikgan],

| Faridpur and Narayvangan) dis-

) ¥ i
— - & "h_h—" SR . . -

Many NGOs allegedly
using arsenic patients

Bv Naimul Haq

tricts and talked to a good num-
ber of arsenic patients and
other people.

Most of the victims alleged
that NGO representatives col-
lected samples ol their blood,
hair and nail without mention-
ing the purpose and also took
their photos. {

Some of them even refused to
talk to this correspondent,
thinking him to be an NGO rep-
resentative. When they were
convinced that he was a jour-
nalist, they alleged that NGOs
took samples several months
back promising that the test re-
sults would be made known to
them

Some NGOs also took sam
ples of tube well water. But they
could not know any of the test
results, they alleged.

See page 11 col 7
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