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Brown's
near-miss

LONDON, July 9 (Reuters)
Surrey's Alistair Brown failed
by only five runs to complete a
triple century on the second day
of the county champlonship
match with Lelcestershire on
Saturday.

Brown, the 30-year-old Eng-
land one-day international,
was left undefeated on a career-
best 295, The defending cham-

lons were finally all out for
05 at Oakham school in Le-
icestershire,

Brown, resuming at his
overnight 211, overtook his
previous highest score of 265
against Middlesex last season
as he put on 141 for the last
wicket with Pakistan's Saqlain
Mushtaq (66). He scored his 295
off 392 balls, hitting one six

il

and 32 fours.

Third -placed Leicestershire
closed on 134 for nine to trial
by 371.

Leaders Yorkshire also face
an uphill struggle to avoid their
second defeat of the season after
being forced to follow-on
against Durham at Headingley.

Replying to the visitors' first
innings of 314, Yorkshire were
dismissed for 129 in 60.4 overs,
Simon Brown finishing with
four for 33. They reduced the
deficit to 176 by stumps in
reaching nine without loss in
their second innings

Second-placed Lancashire
failed to take advantage against
Derbyshire, who lead by 175
runs with eight second Innings’
wickets still standing.

Derbyshire captain Dominic
Cork followed up his man-of-
the-match heroics on his Test
return against the West Indies
last week by returning six for 41
to dismiss the visitors for 172

Piran Holoway (113) steered
Somerset (368) to a command-
ing 226 first innings lead over
bottom club Hampshire at
Taunton.

But by the close that had
been cut to 86 as Will Kendall
(74 not out) and Robin Smith
(35 not out) took Hampshire to

140 for two in their sccond in-

Hings.

Muhiuddin Smriti

judo from July 14

Sports Reporter
The 2nd Muhiuddin Ahmed
Smriti judo championship
2000 will be%m at the Shaheed
Suhrawardi Indoor Stadium in

release.

The two-day long competi-
tion will be held under the aus-
pices of the Martial Arts Stars
Academy in collaboration with
the Bangladesh Judo and Karate
Federation

The championship will have
32 weight categories

Antwerp to host

9: The man at the

| World Cup furore,
eEamANY | New Zealander
3100 ING| Charlie Dempsey,
was forced to step down as
Oceania Football Confedera-
tion president Sunday, reports
AFP,

But he declined once more to
unravel the mystery of the
threats he sald forced him to al-
low Germany to host the tour-
nament.

Dempsey said he would retire
in September after he met the
executive of the Oceania
Football Confederation to ex-

lain why he abstained in the
}iuul FIFA vote over who
should run the tournament in
SIX yvears,

But OFC vice-president
Johnny Tinsley Lulu of Vanu-
atu sald Dempsey was retiring
because executive members
made it clear they were un-
happy with his explanation of
the events in Zurich.

OFC executive members said
it Dempsey had not offered to
retire he would have been told
to step down.

“The call definitely would
have been made for him to step
down. My view is that when an
executive directive Is given it
should be complied with.," said
Sahu Khan, Fiji's representa-
tive to the OFC,

Dempsey's abstention In
Zurich -- disobeying orders to
back South Africa from the
confederation -- gave Germany
the Cup by 12 votes to 11

Had the vote tied at 12-12.
FIFA president Sepp Blatter
was expected to have given his
casting vote to South Africa, his
favoured candidate.

The 78-year-old Dempsey's
only explanation for his action
so far has been that he received

l
short-course

meet

HELSINKI, July 9: Antwerp
will stage the 2001 edition of the
European Short-Course Swim-
ming Championships, the Eu-
ropean Swimming League (LEN)
said today, reports Reuters

The Belgian city, which will
hold the championships from
December 13 to 16, was chose))
by the LEN Bureau at a meet-
ing during this week's European
long-course championships,
LEN secretary Sven Folvig told a
news conference

This year's edition of the an-
nual European short-course
championships will be held in
Valencia. Spain. fronmr Decem-
ber 141017

[Lanka lash

From page 13

Sri Lanka
Javasuriya ¢ Moin b Malik
Gunawardena b Razzaq
Atapattu ¢ Moin b Shabbir
Jayawardena b Razzaq 19
Sangakkara not out 36
Arnold not out 13
Extras: (bl, Ib10, nb4, wb) 20
Total (for 4 wkis, 49.2 overs) 244

Fall of wickets: 1-96, 2-126,
3-167, 4-219
Bowling
Shabbir
Mahmood
Razzaq
Arshad 10 O 43 ()
Malik 10 O 40 *

Result: Sri Lanka won by six
wickets

Man-of-the-match: Sanatl
Jayasuriya

Next match: Sri Lanka v
South Africa on Tuesday

Ball-doctoring

From page 13
shocked.”

PCB's Director of Opera-
tions, Yawar Saeed. said from
Karachi that Pakistan would
take up the issue with the Inter-
national Cricket Council (ICC).

“l think John Reid has been
a bit blased against Pakistan
and we will certainly take up
this matter with the ICC." he
said. "l will talk to the PCB
chairman General Tauqir Zia
in Sri Lanka and if he also
thinks Reld is biased in his de-
cision we will record our views
with the [CC."

O M R
10 0 52
9.2 0
10 0

Pakistan objected to Reid's

Eostlng as match referee in the
ome series against Sri Lanka
last March and had him re-

placed. "We can't object to his

appointment all the time,"

Yawar said.
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| "strong advice” to abstain and
' that he had been threatened

At the centre of a world
storm ol protest since the vote
in Zurich on Thursday,
Dempsey emerged from a
marathon emergency meeting
of the OFC in his home town
Auckland to claim the body had
backed him

‘Behind closed doors the ex-
ecutive met and discussed -- |
wasnt present -- ar.d gave ap-
proval to the explanations thatl
| gave for what took place in
Zurich.” Dempsev said. without

:  elaborating
Mirpur on July 14, says a press | S

Bult after all this considera-
tion and the f(media) harass-
ment | will retire at the end of
September because | cannot ac-
cept what has taken place over
the last three days."

FIFA has said it will hold an
internal investigation into the
events surrounding last Thurs-
day's vote and Dempsey was
scheduled to explain his rea-
sons publicly on Monday.

faceer; Australia chief Basil
Scarsella said Sunday he would
bicl for the Oceania Football
Contederation presidency when
Dempsey stepped down.

SYDNEY, July 9
Soccer Australia
chief Basil Scar-
sella said Sunday
he would bid for
the Oceania Foot-
ball Confederation presidency

D)

| when Chariie Dempsey stepped

48 0 |
50 2 |

| ahead

; “This has never happened to
I Pakistani
+ they were criticised by certain
| quarters but never officially.”

! Wagar and his long-time
f new-ball partner Wasim Akram
; were accused by the British me-
: dia in 1992 of tampering with
| the ball, but no official action
was taken then.

Former England captain
Michael Atherton was fined i1
1994 by his own team manage-
ment for the "dirt in the pocket”

bowlers although *

down at the end of September,
reports AFP.

Dempsey, 78, who created an
international storm alter he
abstained from a vote that gave
the 2006 World Cup to Germany
of South Africa, an-
nounced his resignation at an

| OFC meeting in New Zealand

Sunday.

Scarsella said he was keen to
take over fromm Dempsey

‘I'!m going to put my hand up
for it, | see no reason why I
shouldn't,” Scarsella said Sun-
day

‘Dempsey told reporters dur-
ing a marathon meeting of the

| AUCKLAND, July

| centre of the 2000

‘I'm going to put my hand up
lor It. | see no reason why |
shouldn't," Scarsella said.

He sald Dempsey's third
round abstention from the
World Cup voting had made the
lederation some enemies but in
the end the majority decision
had prevalled.

‘In some respects it put
Oceanla in a bad light but we
can recover from (t," Scarsella
said.

Earlier in the day, Dempsey
was quoted by the Sunday Star
Times as saying he would not
resign.

Minister ol Sport Trevor
Mallard has called him a "pub-
llec embarrassment.,” and out-
raged South Africans who had
been optimistic about winning
the hosting rights have accused
him of betrayal.

In Johannesburg, the mass-
circulation Sunday Times
claimed Dempsey abstained
from the final round of voting
as an act of revenge against
Blatter.

The paper sald Deimpsey was
humiliated by Blatter during
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the Oceanla congress in Samoa
two months ago.

Blatter told Dempsey, who
has ruled the Oceania Football
Confederation for 18 years with
an fron fist, the thme was fast
approaching for hilm to surren-
der his crown, the Thues
claimed.

He was also told voting for
England "because his roots lay
there” was not acceptable,

The Times sald Dempsey sat
drinking with European foot-
ball boss Lennart Johansson
Irom Sweden at a cosy; woo-
panelled bar in an exclusive
Zurlch hotel on the eve of the
vole

Johansson knew Germany
had secured the eight votes from
Europe and the four from Asia

- one short of the 13 the 1974
hosts needed to stage the World
Cup a second time.

1 know who the winner is ...
It Is a country like England,”
Johannsson boasted as he left
the bar after meeting Denmpsey,
according to the Sunday Times
report,

An AFPPFIE bhoty $hoWs Oceamia, Fpotball Gonfedergtipu i ohe

president Charlie Démpsey talking to,veporters in a Singa!
pore hotel room while in transit from Zurich to Auckland.

Oceania Football Confedera-
tion (OFC) in Auckland that the
body's executive had accepted
his reasons for failing to follow
orders and vote for South
Alrica’s World Cup bid last
week.

"Behind closed doors the ex-
ecutive met and discussed -- |
wasn't present -- and gave ap-
proval to the explanations that
| gave for what took place in
Zurich.” Dempsey said.

‘But after all this considera-
tion and the (media) harass-
ment | will retire at the end of
September because | cannot ac-
cept what has taken place over
the last three days."

He did not elaborate on the
reasons for his retirement or on
who was likely to succeed hin

The OFC will hold an ex-
traordinary conference in Syd-
ney before the Olympic football
final at the end of September to

occer Australia hoss interested

decide on Dempsey's replace-
ment

Scarsella said Dempsey's
third round abstention from
tie World Cup voting had macde
the federation some eneulies
but in the end the majority de-
cision had prevailed h

‘In_some respects it put
Oceania in a bad light but we
can recover from it," Scarsella
said.

Scarcella, however, conceded
that to win the support of the
OFC representatives, Australia
had much work to do.

"We need to recover from 25
years of damage in the region
and that's not ideal," Scarcella
said.

Australia, the football power
in the region, has had a testy re-
lationship with the OFC because
it has attemipted to move into
the Asian Confederation to seek
stronger opposition.

The

Was he a
racist?

JOHANNESBURG, July 9:
South African press on
Sunday continued to sling mud
at Charles Dempsey, the New
Zealand FIFA delegate who cost
South Africa the 2006 World
Cup, alleging he had been syin-
pathetic to a white apartlield-

era football body,reports AFP.

The Johannesburg-based
Sunday Independent reported
claims that Dempsey voted for
the Football Association of
South Africa (FASA) not to he

expelled from FIFA in 1961

The paper sald the hlack.
coloured and Indian foothall
body, the South African Soccer
Federation, pushed FIFA 1o
sanction FASA, resulting in the

apartheid-era association being

temporarlly suspended.

The son of Mohammed
Mayet, one of the officials who
called for FASA to be black-
listed, told the newspaper when
the football world governing
body put the {ssue to the vote:
"Charles Dempsey, then in New
Zealand, was one of those who
voted against expelling South
Alrica.”

Abdulhay Mayet sald it was
L a sign of the warm ties between

JOHANNESBURG,
July 9: The mass-
circulation Sun-
day Times said
South Africa lost
the right to stage
the 2006 World Cup because of
‘naked economic opportunism”
by Asia, reports AFP.

Asian delegates from Qatar,
Saudi Arabia. South Korea and
Thailand voted en bloc for
Germany in Zurich Thursday as
they won a controversial final
round of voting 12-11 to rob
Africa of its first World Cup.

The Times also slammed
Charles Dempsey, the New
Zealand-based delegate for

Oceania, who abstained from
voting after England were elim-
inated instead of following a
mandate from his confedera-
tion and backing South Africa.

sporting bonds between his re-
glon and South Africa.

‘It was a shameful and
crooked act of cowardice that
sticks In the craw,” the Johan-
nesburg-based Times wrote. The
biggest-selling South African
newspaper was even more criti-
cal of the Asian officials,

"More worrying was the ab-
sence of support from Asla,
which has many ties with
South Africa. The only expla-
nation for this indifference can
be that they soullessly chose to
lace thelr economic Interests

elore those of football.”

It noted that South Korean
delegate Mong-Joon Chung is

affair during a Test match

~_against South Africa at Lord's.

L boss of the Hyundai motor cor-

poration, which recently signed

a multimillion-dollar deal with
German company Daimler-
Chrysler.

The Times was particulary
scathing of the two Asian dele-
gates based in the Middle East -
Abdullah al-Dabal from Saudi
Arabia and Mohammed Bin
Hammam from Qatar.

'Of even greater concern was
the decision by delegates from

Let down with Asia

the Arab world to side with
Germany, again apparently out
of naked economic oppor-
tunism,” it said.

"The decision raises ques-
tions about how much success
we (South Africa) have had in
establishing bonds between
ourselves and Arab nations de-
spite years of courtship.”

CAREER GRAF

AUCKLAND, July 9: Charlie
Dempsey, the New Zealand soc-
cer official who handed Ger-
many the 2006 World Cup by re-
fusing to vote for South Africa,
was born in Glasgow, Scotland.
in 1922, reports AFP.

He served as a petty officer in
World War Il and set up a build-
ing firm In Auckland when he
came to New Zealand after the
\Well

He was elected councillor of
the Auckland Football Associ-
ation in 1960, councillor for the
New Zealand Football Associi-
tion in 1964 and served for 24
years.

In 1966 he was elected to the
Oceania Football executive
committee he had helped form.

He was elected chairman of
the New Zealand Football As-
soclation andpresident of the
Oceania Football Confedera-
tion in 1982.

In 1988 he voluntarily stood
down from chairmanship of
New Zealand Football Associa-
tion but remains the longest
u-rviniz NZFA member

In 1996 he headed Oceania
Football Federation's success-
ful campaign in the FIFA
Congress which awarded con-
lederation membership to
Oceania and led to him being
elected member of the FIFA ex-
ecutive cominittee,

His term as Oceania presi-
dent had been due to expire in
2002 before he announced his
decision to step down from his
post in two months time Sun-
day.

—
New Zealand
590‘,-%5_ bodies In

and all-white
South Africa at
me. LY Mals 101 Ui

" Démpsey on Sunday “an-
nounced that he was quitting
liis job as president of the Ocea-
nia Football Confederation, but
failed to fully explain why he
sat out in the final FIFA vote on
who should host the 2006 World
Cup.

His abstention - disobeying
orders to back South Africa
from the Oceania confederation
and the New Zealand govern-
ment - gave Germany a one-
point victory, with the final
vote 12-11.

South Africans who had
been optimistic about winning
the hosting rights have accused
him of betrayal.

According to the Sunday In-
dependent, the lawyer for the

country’'s unsuccessful bid
cominittee was investigalm

whether South Africa coulc
provide proof of irregularities
and appeal against Germany's
nomination.

World Cup qualifying
Tunisia edge
Madagascar

JOHANNESBURG, July 9:
Tunisia pipped giantkillers
Madagascar 1-0 In Tunis Satur-
day to take over top spot in
Group D of the World Cup
Alrican Zone qualifying com-
petition, reports AFP.

Germany-based midfielde
Zoubier Beya scored the crucial
goal on the stroke of half-time
at Al-Menzah Stadium to boost
Tunisian hopes of a third ap-
pearance at the quadrennial
showcase of international foot- *
ball.

e did this (abstain) in defi-

ance f Lis government. his
footh:'. “*di ration, his football
Contledecation and the viporous

UNDATED, July 9: AFP
football briefs on Sunday: ¢
0

SWISS BAN
YUGOSLAVIA

BELGRADE: Swiss authorl-
ties have banned payment of
the fee for the Yugoslav Foot-
ball Assocclation (FSJ) until ft
proves its independence from
the regime of President Slobo-
dan flosevic, Beta news
agency reported Saturday.

Branko Bulatovic, secretary
General of the FSJ, sald that
LLuropean top football body,

EFA, demanded from the
Swiss financial authorities to
prove that the FSJ has been
linked with Milosevic's regime,
Beta sald.

However, the Swiss Insisted
that the FSJ Itself had to prove
that it “is an Independent and
free, both politically and finan-
clally, sport organisation,” Bu-
latovic said.

‘The FSJ Is fully indepen-
dent in Its work,” Beta quoted
Bulatovic as saying.

He expressed hope that the
momney 7.8 million Swiss
franks (3.4 million dollars) for
reaching the quarter-finals
will be paid. Insisting that the
FSJ would present ts statute to
prove that It is fully indepen-
dent sport organisation.

Switzerland controls all the
money from FIFA and UEFA
since the seats of the both or-
ganlsations are on Its territory.

The Yugoslav press consid-
ers the results of the national
team at Euro 2000 a "failure”
because of the catastrophic 6-1
loss to Holland, although the
team had reached Its primary
objective of getting into the
quarter-finals.

STOICHKOV

RUNNING OUT

OF FIRE?

CHICAGO: Bulgarian foot-
balling legend Hristo Stoichkov
Is considering retirement after
being out for a month with a
groin injury and facing at least
another month on the bench of
Major League Soccer's Chicago
Fire.

I thinking about retiring
and | want to do it in Chicago,”
Stoichkov said.

“The players and coaches
have made me feel at home
since | arrived and this is where
I want to end my career.” he
added.

Fhe 34-year-old was joint-

top scorer at the 1994 World Cup

with six goals and played in

Japan before signing a one-
year, 270,000-dollar MLS deal
for this season - scoring five
goals In nine games,

The 1994 European Player of
the Year Is not expected to re-
turn until late August for the
Fire's final four games of the
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HRISTO STOICHKOV

seasci after suffering a right
groin strain in a 4-2 loss at Mi-
ami last month.

Stoichkov has opened a soc-
cer school In Barcelona, where
he won the Spanish League title
four years in a row in the early
1990s, and plans to retire there.

“It's an honor for me to teach
the little ones,” he said.

“It's a passion because |
think it's Important youngsters
learn everything the right way,”
he added,

LOTHAR'S ANTICS

DOESN"T PLEASE

MATES

COLOGNE: German football
legend Lothar Matthaeus's
teamimmates at the New York-
New Jersey Metrostars are an-
noyed at the stars beach holiday
on the French Riviera while
they slog away at home.

Matthaeus injured himself
in his first game back with the
Metrostars after Germany's
Euro 2000 debacle and was ad-
vised by top medic Dr. Hans-
Wilhelm Muller-Wohlfahrt -
the father of his partner Maren
- 10 take it easyv using warmth
and gentle exercise to regain his
fitness,

Tempers rose though when a
tabloid newspaper pho-

tographed the pair sunbathing
on a Sti. Tropez beach on
France's Cote d'Azur,

The 39-year-old Matthaeus

is expected to fly back to the US
on Sunday mornlggOforein

him to miss a charity match the
day before in Rome when Ger-

.......

LOTHAR MATTHAEUS
many's 1990 World Cup winning
team of which Matthaeus was

captain plays a side made up of
Forimmula One drivers includin

German star Michae
Schumacher.

TAIBI LEAVES

MAN UNITED

LONDON: Manchester

United goalkeeping misfit Mas-
sinio Taibi confirmed Saturday
he Is returning to Italy with Se-
rie A club Reggina

The keeper joined Reggina
on loan towards the end of last
season after failing to make an
impression at Old Trafford fol-
lowing his 4.4 million pound
(6.6 million dollar) move from
Venezia.

Taibi is returning to his na-
tive country after agreeing to a
2.5 million pound (3.75 million
dollar) switch from the English
Premiership champions.

‘I promised the (Reginna)
fans at the end of the last home
game in May that I would do ev-
erything possible to stay,” Taibi
said.

"So now I'm very pleased ev-
erything is concluded and | can
get iy career back on track.”

Reggina president Lillo Fotj
added: "We've had to make a big
effort financially, but it was
worth it.”

‘Bafana Bafana’ shift focus

HARARE, July 9: South
Africa turn their attentions to
the 2002 World Cup qualifying
competition Sunday after hav-
Ing their hopes of staging the
2006 finals dashed in contro-
versial circumstances, reports
AFPL b Y84 11 3100 |

‘Bafana ‘Bafana” (The Boys)
arrived heére Saturday for their
opening Group E match against
hoodoo team Zimbabwe with
coach Trott Moloto hoping
there will be no post-World Cup
bid blues.

‘I am monitoring the effect
the vote has on the players and
will take that into account
when choosing the starting

line-up,” Moloto said in the
Zimbabwe capital.
South Africa lost 12-11 to

Germany Thursday in the final
round of voting to determine
the hosts of the 2006 World Cup
after Oceania delegate Charles
Dempsey abstained.

The New Zealander had been
told by his continental confed-
eration to back South Africa
once England were eliminated.

124811 Vel 26w .“.-III/I

but ignored the mandate and
left Zurich before the winner
was announced.

While confessing his disap-
pointment at the World Cup birl

E
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KOREAJAPAN

outcome, Moloto was more coin-
cerned by the absence of key de-
fender and captain Lucas

Radebe from English Premier-
ship club Leeds United.

Radebe has not recovered
from a post-English season op-
eration and hamstring prob-
lems ruled out likely replace-
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‘That'leates' Prefrg 1ssa from
French c¢lub Marsellle “and
Andile Sixaba from Ajax Cape
Town to man the centre of de-
fence, an area where South
Africa were cruelly exposed dur-
ing the Nike Cup last month.

The country ranked No 1 in
Africa by worid governing body
Fifa conceded 10 goals against
hosts United States, Mexico and
the Republic of Ireland with
Issa coming under heavy media
fire for his lack of authority.

Zimbabwe humiliated South
Africa 4-1 in Harare eight years
ago and two-goal star Peter
Ndlovu, who has been given a
free transfer by English First
Division club Birmingham
City, is expected to spearhead
the attack again.

Scene from the eighth round of the Standard Chartered Bank schools'

at the NSC yesterday.

chess tournament
— Star photo

J-League

Amaral shines
for Tokyo

TOKYO, July 9.
Brazilian striker
Amaral scored a
hat-trick for the
first time in the J-
League First Divi-
FC
Tokyo to a third straight
victory with a 3-0 win over
Kawasaki Frontale.

After a 25th-minute opener,
Amaral showed a quick turn to
beat a Kawasaki defender to
unleash an exquisite shot In the
55th, and completed the feat in
the 64th thanks to his compa-
(riot Tuto's pass from the right.

"It always feels great to score
and it feels greater if you score
another or more, but I'm hap-
pler that we won today. We are
moving forward on a right way
looking forward to winning the
title,” said Amaral.

‘We made several mistakes
in the first stage and we don't
want to repeat them in the sec-
ond stage. We are playing in
very good rhythm,” added Ama-
ral, who scored a hat-trick once
in the Second Division here.

FC Tokyo missed one point
after an extra time win last
week to have eight points from
three wins, tralllng Kashima
Antlers and Gamba Osaka, who
also chalked up a third straight
win each for nine points,

The Antlers defeated defend-
ing champions Jubilo Iwata 2-1
with Japan’'s Olympic hopefuls
Tomoyuki Hirase and Atsushi
Yanagisawa both getting past
the Iwata defence line for their
goals in the 24th and 29th
minutes,

Brazillan midfielder Vital
fired a Slzz]lnF goal In the 70th
minute, which enabled Gainba
()saka to beat JEF United Ichi-
hara 1-0.

In other games, Sanfrecce

@
»_

slont on Saturday, leading

counter-attacked
Ceiezo Osaka for a 3-1 win

while Hiroki Hattori
honie the sole goal in the 15t
minute to give Avispa Fukuoka
a 1-0 win over Shimizu S-Pulse.

First-stage winners Yoko-
hama Marinos posted their
first win of the second stage
when they downed Kyoto Purple
Sanga 3-1 with Daisuke
Tonoike netting twice in the
35th and 44th minute,

Kashiwa Reysol stormed
back from two goals down to
beat Vissel Kobe 3-2 with
Tomokazu Myojin scoring his
second goal of the day in injury
time before Hideaki Kitajima
ending extra time with a 117th-
minute goal on a penalty.

Nagoya Granpus Eight held
Verdy Kawasaki to a gruelling
2-2 draw.

Cruyfl junior
Alaves bound

VITORIA, Spain, July 9:
Spanish Primera Liga side

aves have reached agreement
with English Premiership
champions Manchester United
for Dutch winger Jordi Cruvil,
the club announced Saturday,
reports AFP.

"We have reached agreement
in principle and are confident
that we can present the player
to our public at the beginning of
next week,"” a statement issued
by the club which finished sixth
in last season's Spanish cham-
plonship said.

The 26-year-old Dutchman,
capped nine times for his na-
tional team, has already played
in the Spanish league with
Barcelona, when it was being
coached by his father f{ormer

Hiroshima

| ders to back South Africa
nodded | his own confederation and the

Dutch international Johan.

Nervous
breakdown!

LONDON, July 9: World Cup
delegate Charles Dempsey, the
man at the centre of the 2006
furore, was seen “trembling like
a leaf” just hours before his de-
cision to abstain from the vote
in Zurich which handed the
tournament to Germany, it was

| revealed Saturday, reports AFP.

His abstention in the final
round of voting - disnbeyqu or-
rom

New Zealand government - gave
Germany a one-point victory,
with the final vote 12-11.

Had the vote tied at 12-12,
FIFA president Sepp Blatter
would have been left with the
casting vote, which he would
have given to South Africa, his
favoured candidate.

Dempsey has a d that had
he voted for South Africa and
tied the vote, FIFA president
Sepp Blatter "probably” would
have used his casting vote as
chairman to swing the outcome
in South Africa’s favour,

But he has refused to expand
on the “strong advice" or why he
decided not to vote,

Former British sports min-
iIster Tony Banks, a member of
the England bid team, told the
BBC on Saturday that one of the
FIFA executive members saw
Dempsey at breakfast Thursday
morning.

Banks said: "I think people
had worked out that, if England
went out, the crucial guy was
probably going to be Charlie
Dempsey.

‘Charlie came under intense
pressure and one of the FIFA
executive members said at
breakfast on the morning of the

vote he was trembling like a
leaf.

‘I don't know what pressure
was put on him, whether ortho-
dox or unorthodox.

“Charlie will have to explain
what happened.”

Dempsey is due to hold a
press conference on Monday to
explain the reasons behind his
abstention. |




