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Erosion by the River Meghna in Chandpur is devouring vast tracts of land. Photo on top left is from

Haimchar upazila. Photo on bottom left is from Taskerhand area of the same upazila. Photo on right shows officials
and staffers of Bangladesh Water Development Board (BWDB) frantically trying to save Chandpur Irrigation Project

(CIP) by dumping blocks.

Insoluble problem?

Soladia in

— Star photo

Steps to extend digital telephone

network in 83 more upazilas

KESHABPUR (Jessore), July
8: Education Minister AS H K
Sadique on Thursday inaugu-
rated a 300-line EMD (Electro
Magnetic Dialing) container
telephone exchange here by
making a call to Finance Min-
ister Shah A M S Kibria In
Dhaka, reports BSS.

The inaugural ceremony was
addressed by Minister for Home
Affairs and Post and Telecom-
munications Mohammad
Nasim. T and T Board Chair-
man Khandaker Abdul Matin
Chowdhury also spoke

Speaking on the occasion,

Mohammad Nasim said all up-
azilas of Jessore district would
be brought under the digital
telephone network in phases.

In the past, telecommunica-
tions minister was made from
this district, but there had been
no development in telecommu-
nications system, he said.

Nasim said the number of
telephones in the country was
3.5 lakh till 1996. The present
government, he said, had given
two lakh new telephone connec-
tions across the country during
the last four years.

The monopoly in the mobile

telephone sector has been bro-
ken, he said, adding as a result
mobile telephones were now
available from urban areas to
rural areas

The minister said {he gov-
ernment had taken steps to ex-
tend digital telephone network
in more 83 upazilas. Ten thou-
sand more digital telephone
lines would be given in Jessore
town, he added.

Nasim said Bangladesh
would join the Information Su-
perhighway by making its tele-
phone connections with Singa-
pore through sub-marine i;lhi{

network under the ocean.

He said there had been at-
tempts to oppose the Awami
League for long 21 years. But the
Awami League government, he
said, would not like to oppose
any quarters but to give reply
through deeds.

"We would like to reach the
light of education to all," he
said.

Nasim said the confidence
and expectation of the people to
the government had increase
due to improvement of law and
order situation in the country's
South-western region. ;

National &

Bamboo production

declining in Kushtia

Cottage industry faces setback

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA, July 8: Produc-
tion of bamboo in greater Kush-
tia district Is declining fast due
to lack of proper maintenance
of bamboo-clusters and absence
of planned plantation,

Many bamboo-clusters here
are now decaying mainly due to
lack of malntenance, creating
acute scarcity of bamboo.

Farmers of the clusters are
not aware of modern method of
cultivation, causing gradual de-
cline In production. Roots,
which remain underground af-
‘ter cutting bamboo, are up-
rooted Indiscriminately to use
as firewood. Even bamboo
saplings are not spared.

At least 20 tenders may
sprout from an adult bamboo {f
it Is nursed properly, agricul-
tural experts say. But now only
two or three tender plants grow
in a year from an adult one.

The decline in the produc-
tion has cast an adverse effect
on bamboo-based cottage indus-
try. Many people employed in
the industry face acute shortage
of raw materials.

Meanwhile, costs of repair
and construction of houses in
rural areas have shot up due to
shortage of bamboo. Bamboo Is
the main component of con-
structing houses (n rural
Bangladesh.

The price of a plece of bam-
boo now ranges between Taka
90 and Taka 100 in local mar-
kets.

Our Netrakona correspon-
dent says: The cottage Industry
based on cane and bamboo is on
the verge of extinction due to
price-hike of bamboo and cane
and lack of marketing facili-
ties.

Indiscriminate cutting of
bamboo-clusters has been at-
tributed to the shortage of bam-
boo, causing abnormal price-
hike of bamboo.

Beslides, lack of marketin
facllities (s also taking Its tol%
on the industry.

Ratan Kumar Sarker of
Gopalpur village here, who is
employed in a factory which
Eroduccs varlous articles from

amboo and cane, sald these
days people are keen to buy ar-
ticles made of plastic and alu-
minium. As a result the cottage
industry s facing setback, Fu:
added,

Dearth of capital {s another
Fmblem the cottage industry Is
acing. But there Is no initiative
to help the industry. People en-
gaged in the profession usually
take loans from local money-
lenders with exorbitant interest
rate,

Our Jamalpur correspondent
adds: Construction and repair
of houses especially in rural ar-
eas of the district are being
hampered for want of bamboo.

At present, price of a plece of
bamboo ranges between Taka
120 and Taka 150 in local mar-
kets,

The traditional cottage In-
dustry which mainly depends
on bamboo are also suffering
setbacks due shortage of bam-
boo.

According to an unofficial
estimate, as many as 15,000
families earn living by produc-
ing and selling goods made of
bamboo and cane here.

Recent storms have affected
many bamboo-clusters in
Sadar, Islampur, Malandah
and Sarisabari upazilas.

|

Seminar

From RU Correspondent

I

RAJSHAHI
July 8: A seminar on ‘US Atti-
tude towards Islam’ was held on
the campus with Chairman of
Political Science department
Prof Moksudur Rahman in the
chair recently

RU Treasurer Prof Abul
Fazal Haq attended the seminar
as chief guest. Dr. Mumtaj
Ahmed, a professor of Political
Science, Hampton University of
USA. presented the keynote pa-
per in the seminar

UNIVERSITY, |

Drive against terrorists
won't be ceased : Nasim

MIGESPUR (Jhenidah), July
8 Home Minister Mohammad
Nasim declared here on
Wednesday that the drive
against terrorists in the trouble
torn south-west region will not
be ceased until they are rounded
up, reports UNB.

"We shall eliminate terror-

ism at any cost," Nasim told a

Digging at previous goveri-
ments the Home Minister said
"“what they could not do in last
21 yvears we have achieved in
seven months.”

He hastened to add : "We do
not say we have achieved 100
per cent success. But we are fully
cominitted to it. The campaign
against terrorists will not cease

parliament without any rea-
son. Recalling BNP rule he said
Awami League had resigned
from parliament, mounted
movement against the govern-
ment and returned to power.
"No compromise with them,"
asserted the Home Minister is
an oblique reference to BNP
and accused it of supporting the

Government of the People's
Republic of Bangladesh

Office of the Police Super
Gazipur

Tender Notice

Sealed tenders are hereby invited from interested
establishments/contractors for participating in
tender/auction tenders of the following groups in
Gazipur District Police Office. Tenders will be
received till 12.00 Noon on 20/7/2000 in the
tender box kept at the Police Office and will be
opened on the same day at 12-30 PM in presence of
the tenderers present (if there is any). East set of
schedule will have to be procured till 17.00 hours
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Z,.'.-a-ﬁ,- The Institute of Bankers,
(% Bangladesh

Jatiya Scout Bhaban (8th Floor)
70/1, Inner Circular Road, Kakrall, Dhaka-1000
Tel: 8311254, 8317237, 8311605

WANTED

Applications are invited from the deserving candidates for appointment
on contract basis as a Consultant to this Institute for developing the 1BB
Examination Management Software. Required academic qualification and
experience, terms & conditions of appointment and job-responsibilities of the

iIncumbent are as under

1. Qualification: (a) Masters in any discipline from a recognized
University, or (b) B.Sc. Engineering in any discipline from any
recognized University/Institute; or (c) B.Sc. in Computer Science and
Engineering from any recognized University/Institute

2 Experience: The candidate must possess minimum 3 three) ears’

roven experience of software development in

llent/Server

nvironment using Visual Basic (Front-End) & SQL Server (Back-

End)

3. Terms & conditions of appointment: (a) The Consultant will be
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Five die of arsenic
contamination

From Akhteruzzaman Bablu

SIRAJGANJ, July 8: At least
five persons died in greater
Pabna district drinking water
contaminated with arsenic.

Four of them are of the same
family. The victims are identi-
filed as Jalil Sk, Akhter
Mokhter and Lutfor Rahman of
Sayedpur village under Su-
janagor upazila of Pabna dis-
trict, Sonabanu, 56, of Dayal-
nagor village under Bera up-
azila of the same district. Public
Health Engineering Depart-
ment with the assistance of
British Geological Survey under
a 3-year project of Water Stud-

{ileshifon Arsenic, Contamination /.

began water testing since 1997.
The survey showed that wa-
ters 58 tubewells are contami-
nated with arsenic in Bera up-
azila under Pabna district.
Dhaka Community Hospital
also started examining water of
the area. The hospital cheeked
14,377 tube-wells of 167 village
under Bera upazila so far. The
tube-wells containing arsenic
water have already been sealed
marking red and the others
containing pure drinking water
have been marked green. People

tified.

Arsenic attacked patients
are increasing day by day. Ar-
senic attacked patient are also
Siraj%anj sadar, Kazipur,
Chowhali and Shahjadpur up-
azilla areas, but no action is
taken to half the arsenic inva-
sion till filing of this report.

Meanwhile. UNB from Patu-
akhali says: Even after the
three years of depositing Tk 67
lakh, people of Patuakhali are

yet to get their desired tube-
wells.

LLocal Public Health and En-

gineering Department (PHED)
sources said each of 1,490 peo-
ple deposited Tk 4,500 to the
revenue sector for the tubewell
sanctioned against the quota of
MP's in fiscal 1997-98.

As the local PHED office is
yet to receive necessary mate-
rials, they could not start in-
stallation work causing acute
shortage of drinking water.

According to the civil sur-
geon office, four people died of
diarrhoeal diseases and 1,838
others were affected from Jan-
uary to May 25 this year due to
intake of contaminated water.
' This! figare 'would” be four
titnes ‘higher as the casualties
and sufferers in remote shoal
areas are not counted, said a
non-government organisation.

Officials said that they urged
the higher authorities time and

again to supply pipe, pump and

filter and cement, but the sup-
ply remained stopped due to
shortage of necessary materials
in the central depot.

Meanwhile, local PHED has
installed some 1,282 deep tube-
wells under GOB Project. But it

in 13 upazilas.

The tubewells will be in-
stalled under Rural Water Sup-
ply Project (GOB-B), officials
said.

Upazila-wise breakup of the
tubewells: Sadar-87, Karimn-
ganj-45, Tarail-42, Hossainpur-
18, Pakundi-20, Katiadi-21, Ba-
jidpur-44, Kuliarchar-13,
Bhairab-15, Astagram-43,
Nikoli-21, Mithamoin-36, Itna-
51 and Pourasava area-50.

The project is expected to be
completed by the current
month.

300 families left out
of voter list!

BARGONA, July 8: When the
overnment has decided to pub-
ﬁsh the draft voter list on July

Abdullah at a simple ceremony
on Sunday.

At the function, Deputy
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Farhad

Farhad wants to be pharmacist

From Our Correspondent
JESSORE. July 8 : Md Farhad Igbal (Palash) secured second
position In the combined merit list of the S.‘__:C examination
under Jessore Education Board this year from Science group of

Jhenidah Cadet College.

He won 942 marks with letters in nine subjects. His father
Nasir Uddin is a health assistant of C‘lmu‘]gmha Upazlila Health
Complex. He hails from Jogadishpur under the same upazila.
Farhad wants to be a pharmacist in future. He likes sports and
is highly spoken of his manness and speclal attention is book

reading.

Igbal is seen flanked by his parents. — Star photo

Farid Rahman flanked by his parents.

Farid will study Computer Eng

From Our Correspondent

JESSORE, July 8 : S M Farid Rahman won the first position
in the combined list in the SSC examination of Jessore
Education Board from Jhenidah Cadet College this year.

He secured a total of 943 marks with nine letters in nine
subjects. He is the son of Professor Atiar Rahman, is Inspector
of Schools, Jessore Education Board. He hails from the local
town.

Farid developed the habit of book reading right from his
boyhood. He prefers the works of Zafar Iqbal, Humayun Ahmed
and Sarat Chandra. He is interested in indoor games
particularly table tennis and basket ball. Farid wants to build
up his career as a Computer Engineer and is willing to share the
technical development of the country. Farid told that attention
to studies brings good result and he has learnt this lesson from

his own experience.

Sowmi wants td be .a doétof

From Our Correspondent

JESSORE, July 8 : Nowraj Afrin Sowmii of
Doud Public School, Jessore, stood second in
the combined merit list of SSC examination
under Jessore Education Board this year.

She secured 942 marks with letter in eight
subjects. She wants to be a doctor. Her
favourite writers are Sarat Chandra, Sunil
Gungapadha, Samaras Bashu. She gets
special interest in reading books. Her father
Mahbubor Rahman (Khokan) of Jessore
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“Islamic Revivalism: South | school ground. | Aul10ILlIlg s P SORIC 53 ELNS green marked tube-wells are not getting their Tk 92 lakh | Rahman

Asian Perspective” was held re- The Home Mu_ugter ﬂ_eu in against the opposition the “?"_“"Plff’ff}' and said attempt to Reports further said only in payment even after passing of | is the Assistant Professor of Kazi Nazrul Islam College.

centlv at Shahidullah Arts | here by Army helicopter in the Home Minister said, "Reject '11_* l“tlf”“h-‘i*“ the government by Dalorchar union some villages 11 months.
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Organised by Centre for Po- | regrouping to the anxiety of the ventilate grievances of the tion. char, Khaer Dikhandi, Darai toatad o TR COMILLA, July 8: A day-long workshop on "One House—One

litical Studies. Bangladesh | people in the region. : people.” Several hundred local oppo- andp?m Dlr‘{lgaf}"lr R Imfwl %r? a:)t:l]; to lE:*ll) :le,:ﬁ.thg E?irx?l-iidni- Farm", as per commitment of the Prime Minister, was held at

(CPS, B), the seminar was The police early last year If they can return to power, sition leaders and activists led | S&ic-iree villages out o i Water prob]gm & ! Bangladesh Academy for Rural Development (BARD) auditorium

presided over by its executive | launched a vigorous campaign the terrorists who had kept the by Selim Reza of BNP and ;«1llag;'5 I"NR“I}I””; u;“.””h;l 7 A " : recently, reports BSS.

director Tareque M Taufiqur | against the terrorists and sev- people hostage for so many Khalequzzaman Chowdhury | @8 soro Nougon and il Ma- oth er - SrEport = A S M Mobaidul Islam, Divisional Commissioner, Chittagong

Rahman eral thousands of them surren- years and now behind the bar Sentu of JP joined Awami sumdia union water of Kazipara KIS]“?WE{E"U says: Public Health presided over the inaugural session of the workshop. Dr Mahi-
Dr Mumtaj Ahmed of Hamp- | dered in response to the will be set free again. he added League at the meeting express- Vi”“%‘“ are arsenic attacked. Engineering Department | |44y Khan Alamgir, State Minister for Planning, Advocate M

ton University, USA, presented | amnesty declared by the gov- Nailing the opposition ing loyalty to the leadership of | One hundred twenty arsenic at- ”?IillE:’D_} v;'il:l_inatalls 506 tube- | pohmat Ali MP, State Minister for Rural Development and Co-

keynote speech. ernment Nasim said they are boycotting Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. | tacked patients have been iden- ~ Wells, including 195 deep ones, operatives, M Sikandar Ali, Director General, BARD, Syed An-

warul Islam, Director General, BRDB and S M Shamsul Alam,
Registrar of Co-operatives addressed the inaugural session. The
workshop was organised by BARD, Comilla to chalk-out pro-
grammes for the implementation of "One House-One Farin” pol-
icy of the Integrated Poverty Alleviation Programme.

Farm work progressing

THAKURGAON, July 8: Work on the "Tetulia Eggs Ltd", one
of the largest private poultry farms in the country, is underway
at a cost of Tk 8.47 crore. reports UNB, '

The farm is being constructed on 150 acres of land at Kata-
para in Tetulia upazila of Panchagarh district. Of the total
money, Rajshahi Krishi Unnayan Bank (RAKUB] is providing Tk
5.08 crore and the rests by the entrepreneur, Quazi Zahidul
Islam. RAKUB Regional Manager of Panchagarh Safiar Rah-
man said Tk 4.02 crore would be spent for building infrastruc-
ture, Tk 2.85 crore for purchasing equipment and the rest for
management of the farm. The farm will have 2.80 lakh hens.
The owner expects to produce 1.80 lakh eggs per day and ex-
port these to various parts of the country, including the capital,
after meeting up local demand.

FEP in full swing
NARSINGDI, July 8: The Food for Education Programme is
in full swing in the 22 unions, reports BSS.
Under the programme, 6148 tonnes of wheat were dis-
tributed among 32,233 students of 249
unions here from July '99 to May

primmary schools in 22

— Star photo
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