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FTER the AL assumed
government in 1996, {y
seemed that democracy in

Bangladesh was taking a shape
of UK style, having two major
political parties and a party
with an important third place.
One anticipated that this third
party (undivided JP) would oc-
Cupy an important role in mak-
Ing future governments in
Bangladesh since the large two
rarties (AL and BNP) were un-
{kely to get an absolute major-
ity In the parliament and gov-
ern on their own rights. How-
ever, during the last four vears
things have changed and the
wind has taken a turn. If one
examines the present day polijt-
ical environment in the coun-
try. it is clear that the AL re.
mains as a single largest force
and the four-party alliance
(BNP, JP Ershad, Jamaat and
10J) makes the other. At pre-
sent, the electorate has no
choice of a third established
force except voting for an inde-
pendent candidate or candi-
dates from other minor parties,
if any. It {s unlikely that the
left or the centre left force is go-
ing to be stmns enough to oc-
cupy the role of a third force in
the near future. Here, the aims
are to analyse closely the two
democratic regimes of
Bangladesh since 1991, and to
make some observations on
democracy’s future,
BNP-led democratically ele-
cted government (1991-96)
Almost all pre-election
opinion polls in 1991 had sug-
gested that the AL was to win
with an absolute majority. But
it did not happen and the poll-
sters proved wrong. The BNP
with the support of Jamaat
came out as the majority party
in the Parliament and formed a
overnment led by Begum
haleda Zia. Begum Zia's
regime was making a good
progress in the economic front
with an efficient finance minis-
ter [Saifur Rahman) at the
helm, but her mentors in politi-
cal front had been making
strategical errors one after an-
other. That was, of course, no
wrong doing on the part of the
BNP's political strategists but
their lack of experience on par-
liamentary practices. This was

Democracy’s Roller Coaster Ride in Bangladesh

due mainly to the presidential
lorin of government the count
was EXperiencing before 1991
Moreover, a good number of
MPs and ministers of Begum
Zla’s government had served
under either General Zia or
General Ershad's presidential
reginie between 1977 and 1990,
These politicians in 1991 were
not-only il equipped for newly
found parliamentary gover-
lance in Bangladesh but also
refused to adapt quickly with
such a system. One could recall
that although Begum Zia was a
Prime Minister but her style of
governance followed closely a
presidential character.

As seen in the past, the BNP
has supported a parliamentary
form nr overnance with reluc-
tance. This was proved true by
its actions during 1991-96 pe-
riod. In the mean time, the AL
rightly identified the weak-
nesses of Begum Zia's regime
and was successful in branding
Begum Zia as a Prime Minister
with presidential style of gov-
ernance. In her five years rule,
she was indifferent to use par-
llament as the nucleus of na-
tion's politics. This distanced
the BNP to an extent from the
electorate. Moreover, the BN-
P's political strategists took
some unparliamentary and un-
democratic decisions to arrest
the opposition’s (AL-led) strong
movement initially on the issue
of rigged by-elections and later
on establishing a caretaker
government before the general
election in 1996. For example,
holding a unilateral general
election on 15 February 1996
was a suicidal move and is uni-
versally accepted as the cause of
the BNP's unprecedented defeat
in 1996 general election. Un-
compromisin attitudes of
some of the BNP hardliners to-
wards popular demand steered
by the AL-led opposition
(although with a damaging
movement like non-stop har-
tals) further divorced the BNP
from people. In contrast, the AL
took all opportunities from
such a shaky ground of the Be-

um Zia's government and the
NP's half-hearted commit-
ment towards parliamentary
democracy. The AL's strategy
paid off.

With democracy’s roller coaster ride under the two large political forces during the last
nine years, the future is hard to predict. However, democracy’s fortune in Bangladesh at
least in the medium term hangs on two strong personalities: Sheikh Hasina and Khaleda

Zia. Since they are not even in talking terms, it is not a healthy environment for the
democracy to be nurtured effectively.

AL-led democratically elec-
ted government (1996 - present)

It was perceived that the AL-
led government would make
politics difficult for the BNP
after assuming power in 1996.
It has been true to some extent.
Until now it appears hard for
the BNP so that its hardliners
forced to form an alliance with
two formerly rejected forces
(General Ershad's JP and Go-
lam Azam's Jamaat) of the
country to wage movement
against Sheikh Hasina gov-
ernment. This made the BNP
look weak and injured to the
eyes of the neutral voters as op-
posed to BNP's position before
1996 general election. One

should not forget that in a
democracy the neutral or swing
voters make or break a party in
power. It is likely that these
voters will desert BNP in the
2001 general election due to its
electoral alliance with the re-
jected forces. Once again, the
BNP’'s political strategists per-
haps have been making wrong
moves.

Under this situation, of
course, the winner is the AL al-
though only in the short run. In
the long run, this advantage to
the AL is not going to bring a
healthy democratic environ-
ment for the nation. A weak
and ineffective opposition, like
in the past (mid- 1970s and 80s),
may seek unconstitutional
means to grab power. President
Zia's assuming power in 1977
with Pakistani style ‘ves/no
vote and with the support of
civil politicians from both left
and right camps (late Mashiur
Rahman and Shah Aziz respec-
tively) is a point in mind. It was
highly unlikely that Mashiur
or Aziz could ever become part
of a government under a par-
llamentary form. although they
had personal popularity in

POWER PROBLEM

by Dr Moazzem Hossain

their local electorate. They were
handpicked by Zia to form a
political party. The subsequent
regime of General Ershad was
also a repeat act in 1981 with
the support of Kazi Zafar, Shah
Moazzam and co. There Is no
dearth of so called left and right
politicians now as well. A weak
opposition could make the AL,
once again, a target of the con-
spirators (the Prime Minister
aﬁudcd to this on 5 June 2000
in a news conference while re-
plying to a question on the issue
of tight security in the JS build-
ing).

The most recent cases of the
fate of the elected governments
with a weak opposition can be
found In Pakistan and Fiji. In
Pakistan, Newaj Sharifs Mus-
lim League made the PPP
(second largest force in Pak-
istan’s short-lived democracy)
almost redundant in the last
days of his regime. In the par-
llament, Sharif wanted a free
ride since Ms Bhutto was
thrown out of the country,
thanks to the corruption
charges against her. The major
objective of Sharif was to make
the opposition irrelevant, so
that he can rule the nation with
an iron fist, The Fijian exam-
ple, on the other hand, is more
tragic. A few armed terrorists
have robbed the nation of a
democratically elected govern-
ment. One does not suggest that
this may happen in

Bangladesh However, these
events remind us the past con-
spiracy witnessed by the nation
in its early days after libera-
tion. One must not forget that
the conspirators are well and
alive in the nation.

Therefore, making the large
opposition party irrelevant is
not a healthy environment to
nurture democracy effectively
in the long run. The AL govern-

ment must abandon this path If
It had In this regard a slightest
Intension In mind. One does
not have to mention that this is
the only party in the nation
that isrprnud of Its history and
of its former leaders. To pre-
serve its trust and dignity in the
eyes of the electorate it must ac-
commodate reasonable
grievances of the opposition,
specially BNP. On the other
hand, as far as the BNP's pre-
sent role is concerned, It does
not make any sense at this stage
of BNP's stature (when the
once governed the nation with
popular votes) to make an elec-
toral alllance with rejected
forces. Omne should remember
that it was the swing voters who
unseated BNP in the 1996 gen-
eral election. It is in no way the
BNP can bring them back by
making alllance with undemo-
cratic and anti-liberation
forces. One may argue that the
AL also waged movement
against the earlier BNP gov-
ernment taking Jamaat under
its fold. While it is true to some
extent, but as an opposition
leader, Sheikh Hasina never
shared a stage with either Go-
lam Azam or General Ershad,
Moreover, the suggestion of
forming a coalition éuvern-
ment by Khaleda Zia, General
Ershad and Golam Azam after
their successful bid in the next
general election is ludicrous.
One hopes that common sense
will prevail in BNP's demo-
cratic and pro-liberation forces
and make its leader abandon
the present course.

What Future?

With democracy's roller
coaster ride under the two large
political forces during the last
nine years, the future is hard to
predict. However, democracy's
fortune in Bangladesh at least
in the medium term hangs on
lwo strong personalities
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Contemplating Solution through
Indigenous Private Sector

by Muhammed Aziz Khan

ANGLADESH is facing

serious power shortage

because of system loss and
theft which is at an endemic 40
per cent resulting in her
inability to invest in improving
transmission and distribution
or 1o Increase generation
capacity.

While the solution thréugh
con:rnllinﬁ system “loss' and
thett is politi
increasing power generation
can indeed be achieved in a very
short time. In that scenario
lesser investment will be re-
quired in transmission also.

Power generation has not
increased as the present and
past governments were made to
believe that very large genera-
tion units such as 350 MW and
450 MW are solutions for the
country. This is in fact not true
because of the following ratio-
nale:

* The capital. credit and ex-
perience required for such large
projects are never available in
Bangladesh, and as such only
multinational companies can
develop these projects.

* As a consequence, these
projects require at least five
vears to implement.

* The foreign investior< and
debtors require their | 1t
in foreign currencies liiden-
ing the treasury of the country.

* Multinational companies
perceive Bangladesh as high-
risk investment and therefore
require higher return (profit)
thus increasing the power gen-
eération cost.

* Centralised large power
generation plants require a
very high investment in
iransmission and distribution
of generated electricity.

* In international tenders
for large projects Bangladeshi
companies cannot participate
as they do not posses experience
for such large projects.

The demand pattern and
load curve of electricity in
Bangladesh shows a 40 per cent
difference between peak and off
peak hours. Large generating
units with continuous produc-
tion are not flexible enou to
handle this kind of load curve,
resulting in inefficiency.
(Graph-Annexure [) ]

Probable Solution

Alongwith large power %f’:ll*
erating plants Bangladesh
should have decentralised
power production in smaller
Units of 20-50 MW. The argu-
ments in favour of the solution
are as follows:

* Each plant of 20-50 MW
will cost about 10-25 million
US dollars which can, in addj-
tion to foreign investors, be un-
dertaken by entrepreneurs of
Bangladesh,

* As a consequence, the gov-
M
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cal and long term,

ernment of Bangladesh will be
able to buy electricity in local
currency (Taka).

* This will allow indigenous

private sector to retain profits

locally, from power generatiofi.
The local banks will also have
better loan portfolio and earn
interest.

* Once these companies float
their stocks in the stock mar-
ket, which is in doldrums, it
may get a boost from quality
shares.

* The implementation
period for small power plants is
one year and as such is imple-
mentable before the next peak
seasorn.

* Small units are flexible to
the local demand curve, as such
units can be shut on and off
easily, bringing in efficiency.

* Technically, some may ar-
gue that larger combined cycle
plants are more efficient in us-
ing gas at 52 per cent efficiency
and therefore have an economy
of scale. This again is not a
valid argument., as today
smaller units are available at
quite high efficiency. In fact
comparative unit cost of differ-
ent independent power produc-
ers (IPPs) show smaller power
plants to be cheaper in the long
run. (Graph-Annexure II).

* The price of gas should be
reasonable in Bangladesh
therefore plant efficiency is less
of a concern.

* Bangladesh
has already decide
plementing gas transmission
and distribution network in-
cluding the western region of
Bangladesh, which can be effec-
tively used by these smaller
power generation plants
avolding parallel transmission
of energy.

* The transmission and dis-
tribution losses of electricity
are high when using large com-
bined cycles. This can be elimi-
nated by implementing small-
decentralised power plants.

* Small plants can be built
in the mouth of gas well and
provide electricity to rural
people.

* Implementing smaller
plants bring a sense of belong-
g to the rural people and will
help implement the project and
the customers will be 1ore will-
g to pay.

* System loss In our villages
are low, REB's systein loss Is 16
per cent compared to national
average of 40 per cent , smaller
power projects will serve this
category more,

In view of the above, | believe
generation can be increased

overnment
and is im-

WHAT MAKES |T
SO SPECIAL

substantially within a very
short period by implementing
the following measures:

. Rural Electrification Board ,
(REB) has to tender 10-20 MW

projects for the high demand
areas with available gas con-
nections.

* Government should offer a
300-crore Taka infrastructure
fund loan through nationalised
banks which would be repaid
directly by the government's
power purchasing authority i.e.
BPDB and REB through as-
signed bills. These funds will be
available only to companies
quoting rates in Bangladesh
Taka.

* United States dollar appre-
clates on an average 7 per cent
vis-a-vis Bangladesh Taka per
annum, whereas Bangladesh
interest rates are usually 7%
higher than United States in-
terest rates. Therefore if Taka
rates are 7 per cent higher on
debt portion, the price will be
comparable to US dollar prices.
Keeping this in view Taka
quotes should be allowed a
higher pricing in the procure-
ment process.

Bangladesh needs power,
which is the most basic infras-
tructure. Only 18 per cent of
Bangladesh's population has
access to electricity. It is a
shame that we have 26 TCF to
60 TCF gas and yet our people do
not have access to electricity

Another most important in-
frastructure is a pool of indige-
nous private sector companies.
The development of these two
infrastructures should be in
tandem. Unfortunately the lo-
cal business houses are deprived
of and not provided with equal
opportunity as their foreign
counterparts. Here are a few
examples:

* In all procurement pro-
cesses especially with the ad-
vice of multilateral agencies.
Bangladesh requires experience
of about 200 per cent of the pro-
ject for which bids are sought.
We all know in Bangladesh en-
€rgy sector was a government
monopoly, naturally there is no
experience of owning a power
plant or gas related business.
This qualification criteria ef-
fectively bars Bangladeshis to
take part in their own country's
development.

* A similar lack of experi-
ence was also there when banks
were allowed in the private sec-
tor. It was addressed by giving
licence to those banks who had
qualified bankers, as was the
case also In the Insurance in- »

dustry. In fact Bangladesh has a
huge pool of personnel in en-
ergy sector from BPDB,
Petrobangla and people work-
ing abrqad.. Therefore local
companies should ‘be allowed td
participate in these tenders
provided they have experienced
personnel rather than experi-
€nce in owning, otherwise there
will be no indigenous firm ever
owning an energy company.

* As mentioned earlier, for-
eign companies can access fund
at US 8 interest rates which is
about 7 per cent lower than
Bangladesh, therefore local
companies’ debt cost is 7 per
cent more. As such local com-
panies cannot be competitive.
However local companies can
sell electricity in Taka against
US § by multinationals and
dollar appreciates by about 7
per cent. S0 a preference of

about 7 per cent should be given
to local companies otherwise
the competition is unfair.

Still another concern is tax,
while the local companies have
to pay a hefty 40 per cent corpo-
rate tax, multinationals usu-
ally are domicile in so called
tax havens and do not have to
pay lax,

Further, today all the maps,
statistics and information
available with the government
are provided by the multina-
tionals who are direct benefi-
claries of government deci-
sions.

If local companies are not

allowed to develop in these very

important sectors how will the
country finally benefit?

The writer is chairman of
Summit Group, United Summit
Power Co. Ltd and Khulna
Power Company Ltd. The write-
up is based on his paper pre-
sented at the international con-

Jerence on "Gas and Develop-

ment: Learning from Experi-
ence” held in Dhaka on 28-29
June.
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Shelkh Hasina and Khaleda
Zla. Since they are not even in
talking terms, It is not a
healthy environment for the
democracy to be nurtured effec-
tively. The next general elec-
tion is only a vear ahead. One
can expect three possible out-
comes from the 2001 general
election: i) a second tern for the
AL. if) a win for the BNP-led al-
Hance, and 1) a chaos. The
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
has expressed that she wants a
second term. The way events
are unfolding now in the oppo-
sition camp It may not be un-
likely that the PM's desire is
fulfilled. However, it Is not go-
ing to be a plain sailing. There
are at least two sensitive spots
one can identify which could
make or break the AL's image to
the electorate: i) proper han-
dling of the Bangbandhu mur-
der case (keeping watchful eyes
on the conspirators and equally
not to be provoked by the con-
Spirators) and {i) managing ef-
fectively the ‘Greater Dhaka’
factor. What is the 'Greater
Dhaka' factor? The greater
Dhaka (Dhaka City, Narayan-
ﬁi}ll_]. Manikgonj, Munshigonj,

arshingdl and Gazipur) has
the nation’s 12 per cent parlia-
mentary seats. These are in-
tensely contested by the AL and
BNP with low margins and
there was a huge swing to the AL
in the last election. The AL won
17 and the BNP won 18 seats in
the 1996 general election. No
second greater district in the
nation has a neck and neck re-
sult ike Dhaka. The outcome
of these seats will be the litmus
test for winning the next elec-

tion. There are three more
greater districts adjoining
Dhaka where the nation's
swing voters live and like
Dhaka these are the regions

where the elections are founght
on national than local issues
since they are close to tlie capi-
tal. If the AL can maintain the
status quo in these four districts
without upsetting swing voters
during the next one year, it is
likely that the AL will return

However, Sheikh Hasina
rightly identified recently that
there are 35 constituencies
where the AL members have
been indifferent. For winning a
second term the AL cannot af-
ford to become indifferent in
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such a large number con-
stituencies. In democracy there
Is a word called “late swing”
and the AL Is supposed to know
it well from the 1991 outcome.
Regarding the second out-
come, a win for the BNP-led al-
llance {s a lesser yossibility.
Whatever equation ILE BNF has
in mind, the electorate (s not
yet prepared to forget and for-
ive the anti-liberation and
undamental forces. Moreover.
the swing voters know it well
that any coalition between the
BNP, JP Ershad and Jamaat (s
not going to last long and will
create further instability in for
the nation. Also, the BNP's
clectoral alllance via a seat
sharing formula is of little
sense. This will have almost no
effect in the short run (2001
Jeneral election), however. {s
ikely to benefit the JP Ershad
and the Jarmaat in the long run.
In order to win 2001 election.
the alllance must win seats cur-
rently held by the AL in Dhaka.
Comilla, Mymensingh and
Pabna districts. Under the pre-
sent circumstance, it is highly
unlikely that the divided JP.
Jamaat and 10.J will be able 1o
inflict the AL any serious blow
In these districts with the sup-
port of the swing voters. It was
possible by the BNP and BNP
alone since they held most of
those seats once. With the pre-
sent seat sharing formmula with
its alllance members, the BNP
seems to have sealed that pos-
sibility. The BNP political
strategists perhaps forgot that
under the leadership of a civil-
lan leader, Khaleda Zia, it won
a parliamentary election on its
own right In 1991. Since it lost
the subsequent election, it does
not mean that it will never win
again on its own right. This is a
classic case of low moral after a
defeat and the BNP perhaps has
been suffering from it. Making
alllance is not a solution to a
low moral or for that matter
winning the next election. The
solution lies to face the ruling
party face to face in the parlia-
ment and also keeping a con-
stant contact with the elec-
torate. Over the last year, the
BNP parliamentary members
had hardly done any work after
l’}U}'f'l’JtHIlg the JS sessions
While in the politics the major
objective is to win an election,
It is also equally important
that when the party faces defeat
it must keep itself integrated for
the sake of long term gain. The
integration in the BNP will be
more effective if only it brings
nationalist forces under its Irrlldfl
and not by an alliance with in-
different and rejected elements
Chaos, the third outcome, is
not likely to happen if the elec-
tion is won by either forces with
a decisive majority (at least a

margin of 15-20). Only, a hung

parliament or a soft caretaker
government with a
may invite chaos. This also
remains a remote possibility
since there will be a presence of
strong national and interna-
tional observers In the election.
However, one hopes that the
electorate will avoid electing a
hung parllament and will act
decisively for democracy's
sake. In Bangladesh's present
political environment a hung
parliament can be a recipe for
disaster,

Conclusions

To nurture democracy fur-
ther and to protect the nation
against conspiracy, the gov-
ernment needs a strong opposi-
tion In the game. The AL gov-
ernment should accommodate
and create an environment to
bring the opposition BNP back
to the negotiation table before
the next general election. The
PM's gesture surrounding the
CEC's appointment has been a
step to the right direction. The
government should keep the
process of bringing BNP to a di-
alogue alive. A genuine interest
on a dialogue will bring trust
for both parties from the un-
committed and swing voters.
One must accept the reality that
the present environment does
nolt permit a face to face dia-
logue between the heads of AL
and BNP. However. if an envi-
ronment can be created within
the tenure of the presenl I_{I‘H,'-

ermmeint to engage the next ter

leaders of both forces on a dia-
logue. the democracy's roller

coasler ride in Bangladesh will

become a bit smoother. In this
regard ‘Kibria-Saifur’ option
can be floated again. One sf

remember that there is no last
word in politics. The Opposi-

tion Leader, therefore. should
consider this option again. The

ball is in her court now

Moreover, a huge responsi-
bility rests on the shoulders of

the government to avoid his-
lory to repeat. There must not
be any lapses on the security

question. It does not need a high
stage of
Bangladesh’s politics to under-
stand that conspiracy may start

intellect at this

brewing once again against
democracy with the pretext of a
weak opposition, a deteriorat-
ing law and order
workable
democracy
untoward to happen again, we
hope common sense will pre-

vail with the pragmatic forces
of both sides for taking practi-

cal steps to give the nation sus-
tained opportunity to enjoy
[ruits of democracy further.

works al the
Brisbane,

IT'he author
Griffith University,
Australia.

Networking in the Fight
against Poverty

by Dr Mamphela Ramphele

usual pincer movement is

taking shape that may offer
new hope. On one side are grow-
Mg concerns about problems
that cannot be handled effec-
tively within national bound-
aries. On the other, are the ac-
tivities of ordinary people
working together in their
communities. While the state
continues to play a central role,
it is important to look both
above and below it at the kinds
of global and local activities
that are changing the way the
world works.

Just as the corporate world
has addressed the challenges of
globalization through cross-
border alliances, new supply
chains, and mergers and acqui-
sitions, so too are international
development institutions and
their partners looking at new
ways of addressing the prob-
lems that countries cannot deal
with alone, like contagious dis-
eases and environmental haz-
ards that straddle interna-
tional boundaries.

Global partnerships in the
health area are especially
promising :

* Donor countries agreed at
a World Bank meeting in Lis-
bon earlier last month to pro-
vide S1 billion in soft loans to
fight HIV/AIDS and other
communicable diseases like
malaria and tuberculosis in the
world’s poorest countries, es-
pecially in sub-Saharan Africa.

* A UN-led consortium is
working with several major
harmaceutical companies to
I:ruaden access to care and
medicine for people suffering
from HIV/AIDS.

* Meanwhile, the Onchoseri-
asis programme, which brings
tu(gether regional governments,
NGOs, industrialized country
donors, the World Health Orga-
nization, the UN Development
Pruirammt- and the World
Bank, has virtually eliminated
river blindness in 11 countries
ol West Africa.

Another new-age network is
the coalition between interna-

IN the war on poverty, an un-

tional financial institutions
and global civil society, which
last year contributed to the ex-
pansion of a high-profile plan
(0 remove the burden of unsus-
tainable external debt in the
world's heavily indebted poor
countries, known as the HIPC
Initiative. Following months
of consultations — from Ma-
puto to Oslo to Tegucigalpa —
ana a web-based policy discus-
sion hosted by the World Bank
governments around the world
last September endorsed an
enhanced initiative to deliver
“deeper, broader and laster
debt relief and a sharper focus
on poverty reduction. While
much hard work remains to se-
cure full financing, the collab-
oration which provided the in-
tellectual and political founda-
tion for this breakthrough
shows what can be achieved
when committed men and
women, from different back-
grounds and affiliations, work
together with trust and a
shared vision of what is possi-
ble

But global action is only half
the story. Increasingly we are
coming to understand how
poor people are takinff, advan-
tage of their relationships with
one another to manage risks,
share resources, and act collec-
tively. These networks help
people to acquire a wide range
of assets, to get the ear of deci-
sion-makers and gain access to
markets. Good examples are
women's micro-credit ar-
rangements in Bangladesh,
village organizations formed
under the aegis of the Aga Khan
Rural Support Programme in
the Northern Areas of Pak-
istan, and the community net-
works that flourish in many
areas emerging from conflict.

This Kind of social glue,
which is increasingly described
as social capital, is central to
people’s ability to chart their
own future within their com-
munities. The job of public
agencies Is to foster coopera-
tion with community groups
without stifling local efforts

A constant threat to the

success ol community and
global networks is the capture
of benefits — markets, public
programmes or the networks
themselves — by more powerful
groups or individuals. There is

f this in nation
It can be a more acute
problem with globalization
thus exacerbating disparities
within and between countries
While governance arrange-
ments for global networks can
help guard against this. they
too are at risk of domination by
their most powerful members
Participation, transparency.
and accountability are critical
lactors in enabling poor people
not only to benefit from devel-
opment but to determine how it
WOrks in practice. Yet many of
the risks and opportunities
laced by poor people reflect the
impact ot lorces not just be-
vond their comnmunity bound-
aries, but beyond their national
I"'”rtit‘['\
Development

a long histon
stales

caperience

over the past few years has
taught us that a focus on but
economic growth and social

capital is critical to success in
the fight against poverty. To
make progress, we need answers
0 some tough questions : how
can poor people get more voice
in the global networks that
have a big role to play in
poverty reduction? Who best
represents their interests and
speaks on their behalf in these
forums? And how can we build
and pay for bridges between
community and global net-
works?

The United Nations Special
Session on Social Development
that opens in Geneva on June
26, 2000. will not be able to pro-
vide all the answers. But as an
assembly of nations drawing
together partners representing
lobal and local networks, it of-
€rs an opportunity to get a
firmer grip on the problems of
people living in extreme

poverty.

The author is Managing Di-

rector of the World Bank.
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