N 19 May 2000 a disg-
runtled Fijlan business-
man, George Speight.

some gunmen with
ikov assault rifles and
tols entered Fiji's Parliament
complex in the capital Suva.
S t along with his gunmen
stormed the chamber of the
.&amﬁnt building where the
e Minister Mahendra
Chaudhry was having a meeting
with his Cabinet ministers. He
held a gun to Chaudhry's head
and took the Prime Minister
and his Cabinet colleagues
hostage. He also told Chaudhry
that he was taking over as
Prime Minister. Thus the third
coup In the history of Fiji took
place. And, this time it was so
ecasy a coup that, according to
an Indian weekly, "as a coup.
this may probably go down as
one of the easfest in the world",
Mahendra Chaudhry was
the first ethnic Indian to be-
come the Prime Minister of Fiji.
His forefathers' village, Bahu-
majalapura, is in India’'s
Haryana state. Fijlans of Indian
origin, or Indo-Fijlans, were
originally brought to Fiji as
. labourers by the British be-
tween 1879 and 1916 to work
on the sugar plantations, They
now constitute about 44 per
cent of Fiji's total population ol
800,000, and the indigenous Fi-
jlans constitute about 50 per
cent, George Speight, who him-
self is of mixed ethnic parentage
with a European name, said he
is for political supremacy of the
indigenous Fijians and had

w]ned power on behalf of all
em.
The present coup is in many

ways similar and related to the
earlier two coups in 1987, both
of which were led by Lt-Colonel
Sitiveni Ligamamada Rabuka.
In April 1987 the Fiji Labour
Party-National Federation Party
coalition defeated Ratu Sir
Kamisese Mara's ruling Alliance
Party in the general elections.
Coalition leader Dr Timoci
Bavadra, an ethnic Fijlan, was
sworn in as Prime Minister of
an ethnic Indian-dominated
coalition government, prompting
rotests from many indigenous
Fljians who called for ethnic Fi-
jian political supremacy. In just
the next month, on 14 May. Lt-
Colonel Rabuka staged Fiji's
first coup by marching into the
Parliament. He suspended the
Constitution and appointed
himself the Commander-in-
Chief. After some resistance,
Lt-Colonel Rabuka staged his
second coup in October 1987,
and formally abrogated the
1970 Constitution by issuing a
decree. In July 1990 Rabuka

and
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Coup in Fiji and the Indian Rulers

How can the BJP-led ruling NDA coalition in India ask the coup leaders in Fij1 to reinstate

the Chaudhry-led governmen
non-discriminatory Constitution of Fiji? How the In
not to do things th

approved a new constitution
giving ethnic Fijlans political
supremacy. Rabuka became
the Prime Minister after his So-
osoqo ni Vakavulewa ni Taukei
(SVT) party, backed by the
traditional Chiefs of the indige-
nous Fijians, captured most of
the parliamentary seats. But,
later on, the isolation by the in-
ternational community coupled
with the economic morass Fiji
was getting into lorced Rabuka
to revert to multi-ethnic parlia-
mentary denlocracy,

In 1997 Rabuka and Jai
Ram Reddy, the leader of the
then dominant ethnic Indian
political party, the National
Federation Party (NFP), agreed
to a compromise Constitution
that would give equal rights to
ethnic Fijians and ethnic Indi-
ans. A new Constitution was
approved which agreed on a
multi-ethnic executive govern-
ment with 71 seats. Everyone
hoped then that the new consti-
tution would lead to a power-
sharing arrangement between
SVT of Rabuka and NFP of
Reddy in the next parliamen-
lary elections. But the next par-
llamentary elections held under
the new Constitution in May
1999 generated quite different
results. In the elections, both
SVT and NFP were dumped by
the voters, and a three-party
coalition headed by the Fiji
Labour Party won 70 per cent
of the seats. Mahendra
Chaudhry, the leader of the Fiji
Labour Party and the Finance
Minister in the short-lived 1987
overnment, was sworn in as

iji's first Prime Minister of In-
dian origin. When in May 2000
Chaudhry-led government was
celebrating its first anniversary
that heralded the return of
their multi-ethnic rule, a protest
march of 10,000 ethnic Fijians
against Chaudhry's "arrogant
rule” was organised. While the
march was taking place, George
Speight with his armed men
stormed the Parliament and
staged the coup.

It is well known that George
Speight had personal grudges
against Mahendra Chaudhry.
Agriculture Minister Poseci
Bune. on order from Chaudhry,
sacked Speight from his post as
the chairman of the public sec-

by Dr Ram Dulal Bhowmick

tor Fijt Pine board and as the
chief executive of Fiji Hardwood
Corporation on charges of cor-
ruption and mismanagement
involving millions of dollars. It Is
reported that Speight was also
being further Investigated for
these charges, (Earlier in 1999,
Speight was dismissed by a
British insurance company for
dishonesty.) Nonetheless, it can-
not be said that Speight's per-
sonal grudges against Chaudhry
were the main reason behind
the coup; the grudges may have
rompted Speight to take the
eadership in coup. There are
valid reasons to believe from the
after-coup role of Rabuka (whe
is now the Chairman of the in-
fluential Great Council of Chiefs
of the ethnic Fijlans) and others
that more influential forces of
ethnic chauvinism are behind
the coup. These ethnic chauvin-
ists fear that they will ultimately
lose their clout in any multi-
ethnlc power sharing. The Con-
stitution is already abrogated by
the Martial Law Commander
Commodore Voreqe Baini-
marama (Bainimarama led the
fourth coup seizing power from
the President Ratu Sir Kamlis-
ese Mara and promulgated the
martial law). Now, the process
is in motion to change the Con-
stitution again to lurther re-
strict Indo-Fijlans’ rights,
inchuding not allowing any Indo-
Fijian to become the country's
Prime Minister or other elected
Key executives.

There are many reasons for
India to be concerned by these
developments in Fiji. Firstly,
ethnic Indians are well estab-
lished in many developing coun-
tries of the world, for example,
Malaysia, Singapore, Mauritius,
Soutﬁ Africa, Kenya, even in far
away Surinam of Africa. They
are doing very well in business,

and many of them are holding

key government posts such as
Cabinet Ministers (and, besides
Chaudhry of Fiji, more than one
of them were Prime Minister in
other countries also). Earlier,
Idi Amin expelled the ethnic In-
dians from Uganda on the
charge of their supremacy in
economy over the indigenous
Ugandans. Now, the Fiji
episodes may inspire ethno-

racial chauvinism in other coun-
tries that may target ethnie In-
dians. Secondly, as a member
of the Commonwealth, India
shall have to be concerned on
ethno-raclal discrimination in
any Commonwealth country.
and additionally when the dis-
criminated people are of Indian
origin. Thirdly, these Indo-Fi-
jfans have many relatives In
{ndia who are active through
political and social pressure
ﬁrnups in pressurising the In-
lan government to act against
the coup and the discriminatory
measures targeting the Indo-Fi-
jlans. (However, the possibility of
influx of refugees in India from
Fiji is quite low. After the 1987
coup, more than 70,000 Indo-
Fijfans left Fiji, but most of
them emigrated to New
Zealand, Australia, Canada
and USA. This time also India
seems not an option.) Moreover,
there are man{ international
instances of helping ethnically
related people in crisis. One re-
cent and prominent example of
these is use of his ethnic identify
by the US President Bill Clinton
(who is an ethnic Irish) in resolv-
ing the crisis in Northern Ire-
land. So, we find that the State
of India has legitimate interest
in the coup in Fijf, and it also
has moral responsibility to
stand against the ethno-racial
chauvinisim targeting the Indo-
Fijians. India already sent a
high-ranking special envoy from
its foreign ministry to Fiji. and
iIs reportedly in close contact
with Australia and New Zealand
to pressurise Fiji so that the
Chaudhry-led government is
reinstated and the Indo-Fljians
are not discriminated against.
Now, we have an important
question. A very valid one in-
deed. Though India has legiti-
mate interest and moral re-
sponsibility concerning the coup
in Fiji, its feelings and activities
against this coup are morally
justified and internationally
credible and acceptable only
whern it itsell believes and prac-
tfices non-discrimination of its
own citizens. Does India itsell
believe and practice this non-
discrimination? Let us examine.
The Constitution of India
has a single, uniformm category
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t? How can they ask the chauvinists in Fiji not to amend the
dian ruling parties can ask the Fijians

at they themselves want to do?

of citizenship — whether by
birth, descent, registration or
Ly naturalisation. Anyone hav-
mmg Indian citizenship can run
lor au elected office, high or
low. by fulfilling certain mini-
i conditions relating to age
ete. In Articles 15 and 16 of the
Constitution, the right not to be
discriminated against on
grounds of religion, race, caste,
sex or place of birth is treated
as a fundamental right, and
this right Is guaranteed to all
citizens irrespective of the. man-
ner of acquisition of citizenship.
The right to equality In matters
relating to "employment or ap-
pointment to any office under
the State”, that Is guaranteed
by Article 16, Is a fundamental
right and part of “the basic
structure of the Constitution”, It
cannot be amended or abridged
by Parliament; the "basic struc-
ture of the Constitution” is invio-
lable. Again, the India Constitu-
tion makes all citizens eligible

specifically for the high elective
posts of President, Vice-Presi-
dent and Prime Minister

(Articles 58, 66 and 84).

But, we cannot equally say
that the present Indian ruling
coalition parties and their lead-
ership (and, also some Influen-
tial others in the opposition) are
non-discriminatory in their be-
liefs as well as practices. Con-
sider their “foreigner-cannot be-
Prime Minister” stance against
the All India Congress (Indira)
party president Sonia Gandhi.
Before the 1999 parliamentary
elections, the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), its parent organi-
sation the Rastriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh (RSS), and other
parties of the BJP-led National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) ques-
tioned the “Indianness” and pa-
triotismm of Italilan-born Sonia
Gandhi (a naturalised Indian
since 1983). They campaigned
vigorously that a person of
“foreign origin” should not be the
Prime Minister of India. They
additionally gave a reli-
gilous/communal twist to this
“foreign origin” issue by terming
the elections as that of “Ram Vs
Rome”. In addition to these
parties, even a section of the
Congress (Indira) itself, led by
former Defense Minister Sharad
Pawar and former Parliament
Speaker P A Sangma, openly
challenged the projection of So-
nia Gandhi as the candidate for
Prime Ministership because of
her “foreign origin” (Pawar and
Sangma were, in effect. expelled

the Nationalist Indian Congress-
NICT BJP and its allies in the

fronunlieiparty and they formed

th:mmt ruling NDA coalition and
1C Included in thelr election
manlifestoes a promise to
amend the Constitution to re-
strict high elected posts such as
the offices of President, Vice-
President and Prime Minister to
“natural born™ citizens of India.

This discriminatory effort, if
succeeds . may- have other
grave consequences, The noted
columnist Praful Bidwai ¥rites:
“Once divisions are introduced
into the notion of citizenship, by
whatever criterion, the door is
opened for all other kinds of

exclusion : language, religion,
ritual purity, education,
“competence’. Muslims,

Christians and Parsis can be
pronounced largely "alien” in
contrast to Hindus because
their religions originated
abroad....” (Frontline, 18 June
1999.)

Then, what do we find?
Firstly, citizen’s right to equality
in matters relating to appoint-
ment to any elected post under
the State is guaranteed in the
Constitution, both in Fiji and
India. Secondly, proponents of
chauvinist hypernationalism,
both in Fiji (George Speight and
his backers) and India (BJP-led
ruling NDA coalition, RSS, NIC),
demand that no citizen of
“foreign origin” should held the
high elected posts under the
State including that of Prime
Minister. Thirdly, these chauvin-
ists, again both In Fiji and In-
dia, want to amend their re-
spective Constitution to the ef-
fect that the high posts includ-
ing that of Prime Minister can-
not be held by any citizen (of the
State) of “foreign origin”.
Fourthly, while Speight and his
backers staged a coup to
amend the Constitution in Fiji.
BJP-led NDA coalition, RSS and
NIC in India want to amend the
Constitution through the par-
llamentary process. That is, for
both the groups (in Fiji and In-
dia), the end is the same, only
the means are different. Fifthly,
BJP-led NDA coalition, RSS and
NIC are so desperate in pre-
venting any Indian citizen of
“foreign origin” to the post of
Primme Minister that they even
want to amend the inviolable
"basic structure of the Consti-
tution” that cannot be amended
by the Parliament,

Now, how can the BJP-led
ruling NDA coalition in India ask
the coup leaders in Fiji to rein-
state the Chaudhry-led govern-
ment? How can they ask the
chauvinists in Fiji not to amend
the non-discriminatory Consti-
tution of Fiji? How the Indian
ruling parties can ask the Fi-
jians not to do things that they
themselves want to do? It is
clearly a double standard. And.
hypocrisy. No less,

The author is a Ph. D Re-
search Fellow at the Institute of
Bangladesh Studies. (IBS]. .Uni-
versity of Rajshahi.
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HE wheels of justice turned

slowly. When it stopped

turning on June 28, 6-vear
old Elian Gonzalez was free to
go back to Cuba to his real
relatives, and the pseudo
relatives in Miami were busy
badmouthing American justice.
After they appointed the hard-
drinking. semiliterate car
mechanic Lazaro Gonzalez
their spokesperson, the Cuban-
Americans could not have ex-
pected an}'th'mg better.

Imagine being afraid to
speak one’'s mind, or dreading
to make a phone call to the me-
dia expressing a contrary point
of view out ol fear of reprisal.
Imagine a majority intolerant
of any dissent. Are we describ-
ing a totalitarian state such as
Cuba? Are we describing the
atrocious behaviour of the
"‘commie” citizens of Big Ha-
vana, Cuba? No, we are describ-
ing the intolerance of the
ban-American community of
ttle Havana, Miaml, USA!

- With Elian back home in
Cuba, and passions cooling
somewhat, several Cuban-
Americans came out of the
woodwork with horror stories.
Those who wanted to speak in
favour of Elian’s father's right
to have the custody of his son,
were not only threatened with
dire consequences, Cuban-
American talk show hosts re-
fused to take their calls! Who
can forget the ugly scene when
Cuban-American gangs de-

scended on and manhandled
fwo American women holding
posters supporting Attorney
General Janet Reno? Clearly,
sonme Cuban-Americans have
assumed the attribules of their
perceived enemy very well.
Cuban-Americans still
lament that "America does not
get it!” Oblivious of their own
totalitarian behaviour they cry,
“How can you let a boy go back
to a totalitarighy state?” The
fact is the Cuban-Americans
don't get it. Having fled Cuba,
they cannot conceive anyone
willingly %;aing back to Cuba. By
oing back to Cuba Juan Miguel
onzalez, Elian's father, de-
stroyed all the self-servin
myths about the Cuban hel
that the Cuban-American
commnunity had built up metic-
ulously over the past 40 vears,
Not that the Cuban-Americans
had not tried to dissuade Juan
Miguel Gonzalez by offering
bribes of millions of dollars to
defect. If defection was on Juan
Miguel Gonzalez's mind, he had
ample opportunities when he
was surrounded by onlv US
Marines in hiis first hideout.
Better still. he only had to utter
the word in Janet Reno's office,
when he was alone with the At-
torney General, the nation's
chief law enforcing officer.
Juan Miguel Gonzalez stead-
fastly refused to oblige the Mi-
ami Cuban-Americans!
Cuban-Americans alaried
the justice department by

parading Elian in front of the |

cameras for political purposes;
something a real parent would
never do. Did anyone see a Press
photo of Elian while he was in
the US in his father's custody,
or now in Cuba? Juan Miguel
Gonzalez vowed never to allow
cameras in front of his son
ever, even in Cuba — spoken
like a true parent, not a
“relative.” Cuban-Americans
attempted to block the return of
the boy to his father because
they equated paternal custody
to delivering Elian to Fidel Cas-
tro, although by this time such
claims were beginning to rin

hollow. Interestingly, Fide
Castro was a hero in the US af-
ter he overthrew the corrupt
dictator Batista in 1959. He was
a sought after speaker on Amer-
ican college campuses. By 1960,
however, Castro switched his
allegiance to Soviet conimu-
nism, became an anti-Ameri-
can rabble-rouser, earning
America’s undying enmity.

Cuban-Americans had not
figured on the American legal
system, which for so long had
pampered them, taking a differ-
ent view. All the parties were
allowed to make their argu-
ments in court, with the federal
judges ruling that only the par-

ent can speak for the young boy

In an asylum case. The parent
wanted to return to Cuba. Fi-
nally, the Supreme Court re-
jected an emergency request
from the child's Miaini rela-

tives to keep him in the United
States.

The fallout from the case is
uniformly detrimental to the
cause of the Cuban-Americans.
As the New York Times ob-
served: “"The image of the
Cuban-American community
in Miami, however, has suf-
fered because of its belligerence
in disrupting family ties be-
tween father and son. The pos-
turing by Miami's (Cuban-
American) leaders in refusing
to aid federal authorities was
insupportable. Miami city poli-
tics have become more divisive
than ever.”

“On the national scene, the
anti-Castro lobby has hurt its
message by seeming to use a
child as a political prop. Per-
haps most harmliul to that

cause is that many Americans
canie to svmpathize with
Elian’s father and became more
aware of America's outdated
policy of isolation towards
Cuba. It is not perhaps surpris-
ing that just one day before
Elian’s flight home, the House
Republican leaders agreed to
end four decades of sanctions
on food sales to Cuba. The saga
of this Cuban child helped to
hasten that shift in policy.”
Elian and Juan Miguel Gon-
zalez are both safely home in
Cuba. The question is: will the
Cuban-American community
allow Attorney General Janet

Reno to return to her home in
Miami salely?
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Not many Institutions can boast of such a statement.
For our courses are carefully structured to nurture
our students for a great career. In a lush green
campus attached with the beautiful Muttukkadu lake
as its backdrop. No wonder, HCAS has been

THE ONLY CAMPUS
WITH A LAKE ATTACHED

attracting students from over 21 countries across the
world. Today Indian students are some of the most
sought - after by MNCs and leading Industries
all over the world.
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The new global marketing strategies pre-
dict that the role of the PDB has to be .
down-graded, with more patronization

of the private sector
by AM M Aabad

HE Bangladesh Power disruption in supplies and

Development Board (PDB) management culture from the

Is apparently caught ‘home’' base. In Dhaka, this
fafiéllg a big BMR (not BMRE)  happened twice, initially from
e, v llri;?inmi:gfd anc 1947, and again since 1971.
e POW':l'gd::lman élgiflng :-‘t;_ i;)‘]‘} During the initial decades since
over the 1990s. This accelerated ndependence, the private sec-
demand should have been tor lacked the background and |
anticipated officially, through the resources to tackle the es-
forward planning exercises, sential services, due to under-
resulting in a few confirmed development and lack of expe-
and approved projects of five to  rfence, and absence of the root
::[‘m}l'fi’:‘ ;i‘:__:_i‘ii::"fl:‘l::‘ ﬁ];‘ culture. This phase is now
development of new plants ::hanglng. and the private sector
under the private and public 'S responding in a positive
sectors. Installing a new plant 'manner, ailded with foreign
takes an average of two to three technical assistance and in-
years, excluding the time for vestment tie-ups. Luckily the
negotiation and contract trained human resources base
signing period. Is not a critical problem.

The new PDB Chairman In short, the maintenance
rightly pointed out that load- budgets of the technical de-
shedding and Interruptions partments in the public sector
would be lingering for quite have to be accorded much
some time, to allow extended higher priorities at the Secre-
periods for overdue mainte- {arfate level (compare the plight
nance work. One problem in the of the SOEs. and the low per-
developing countries is the per-  centage of funds made available
petual shortage of foreign ex- for R&D). For the recurring for-
change under the current ac-  ejgn exchange component to be
count; and, secondly, the lack of reduced, the heavy electrical
priority to maintenance pro-  engineering local industry has
posals (inventory control be- to be developed in the private
comes a problem). The bureau- sector (it appears to be viable
cracy has to be more techni- for a market of 130m popula-
cally minded, so as to reduce the tjon)

. communication gap with the
technical departments of the The new global marketing
various ministries. strategies predict that the role

Overhauling is a costly and of the PDB has to be down-
time-consuming exercise, and it graded, with more patroniza-
has to be approached (from the !on of the private sector (this is
management point of view) in a 1NOoW being cultivated). Due to
formal and professional man- the broader base of the econom-
ner, keeping in view the unpre- Ically-handicapped consumers,
dictable processing period, subsidies in the national bud-
which has to be extended time £€!s have lingered too long. Now
and again. But technical credi- [_l”” the growth rate is above
bility (with the superior author- !IV€ per cent. the culture of sub-
ities) is low in the LDCs: result- sidies has to be {if_}u'n-pla}'ed.
ing in greater time-lags between Another cultural nuisance is
proposals and approvals. Due to fuf]hﬂl;i]i;{ the rising systems
weaknesses in the infrastruc- !05<¢s in the human resources
ture (especially in the public area due to corrupt practices
sector), the project completion T'his epidemic is imported from
period has to be invariably ex- 'h€ existing local environment,
tended as the facilitator inputs led by the quality of governance
are not able to match the time @t the top (who cannot evade the
tables in the blue prints, espe- Share of the responsibility).
cially in regard to the essential The final equation is how to
services make PDB more lean and trim.

The system of colonial bu- shedding off the excessive ad-
reaucracy is unsuitable for es- ministrative and operational

| sential public ntility services, Ibads, the creation qf a ndtional
after the withdrawal of the power development authority
colonial rule, due to the sudden ' might be ali éfficient outlet
The campus also has excellent infrastructure
facilities such as good Hostel for Boys / Girls and
various sports facilities.
OTHER STUDENTS
SUPPORT SERVICES
Career Advisory Service, {1 yge a
Counselling Service, yu 2t 1B
Health Service, Welfare
Service, Educational Tours. _
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