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Glenn, Brett do
Aussie double

LONDON, July 4: Fast
bowlers Glenn McGrath and
Brett Lee completed an Aus-
tralian double at the Interna-
tional Cricketer-of-the-Year
awards at the Grosvenor House
Hotel, reports AFP.

McGrath headed a list that
included New Zealander Chris
Cafrns, Ricky Ponting of Aus-
tralia, South African duo Lance
Klusener and Shaun Pollock as

‘well as India's Sachin Ten-

dulkar.

Newcomer Lee, who took
seven wickets on his Test debut
against India in December, was
voted the International Young
Cricketer-of-the-Year.

Federation of International
Cricketers' Association presi-
dent Barry Richards sald:

"Glenn McGrath is a wonderful
cricketer at the peak of his pow-
ers and Brett Lee is a young man
representing a new generation
of exciting fast bowlers.

"The awards are a testament
to their stature in the world of
cricket and they are both wor-
thy winners.”

Olllcr awards went to record
wicket-taker Courtney Walsh,
who won the Wisden Interna-
tional Moment in History 2000
award, and Malcolm Marshall
who was posthumously
awarded the Regus Interna-
tional Special Merit Award.

Five cricketers were also in-
ducted into the Hall of Fame on
Monday night.

They were: England legend
Graham Gooch. former York-
shire and England all-rounder
Wilfred Rhodes, explosive West
Indian bowler Andy Roberts,
ex-Australian skipper lan
Chappell and former Kent
batsman Frank Woolley.

Lord's win
sparks rush
for ticket

LONDON, July 4 (Internet re-
port): England’'s dramatic two-
wicket victory over the West
Indies at Lord's has sparked a
surge of interest among sup-
porters who are snapping up
tickets for the next two Tests,

Staff at Old Trafford and
Headingley were Kept busy on
’tlonda\. as telephone callers

ang to buy seats.

More than 3,000 were sold by
Lancashire for the third Test,
which starts on 3 August, with
more than 50 received in the
first 25 minutes at the start of
the day.

Zimbabwe,
NZ A draw

BRISTOL. England, July 4:
The day/night match between

“» Zimbabwe and New Zealand A

s a o

yesterday was abandonped as a

draw because of rillll, F@Bﬂ.f

Reuters. ¢‘-;’.-.{ . \.‘.;- =
SCORES: New Zealand A
173-3 in 41 overs — innings

closed. Zimbabwe 128-2 in 22
OVErS.

'Stop Indian
gamblers'

COLOMBO, July 4: Pakistan's
cricket team manager said
Monday authorities around the
world should guard against
Indian bookies as they are the
root cause of match-fixing,
reports AP.

“You should do something
about these Indian gamblers
and their agents who are re-
sponsible for bringing disrepute
to the noble game,” retired Brig
Mohammad Nasir told re-
porters ahead of the triangular
one-day series that involves
South Africa, Sri Lanka and
Pakistan.

England boost
one-day squad

LONDON. July 4 (Internet re-
port): England have reinforced
their squad for the first part of
the triangular one-day series
against the West Indies and
Zinbabwe by calling up Somer-
set all-rounder Marcus Tresco-
thick and Glamorgan skipper
Matthew Mavnard.

The pair has been added to
the original 14-man squad by
the selectors because Nasser
Hussain and Nick Knight are
injured.

‘Both plavers have been
called up to the party as short-
term cover and will be available
lor selection for England'’s first
two matches in the tournament
this weekend. We will deter-
mine whether they stay with
the squad once we have assesse
everyone's fitness before our
match against Zimbabwe at Old
Trafford next Thursday,” said

chairman of selectors David
Graveney.

Dokic turns to
dear dad

LONDON, July 4 (AFP): The
coach who helped lead Aus-
tralia to the Davis Cup last sea-
son was apparently not good
:-nml%h for Sydney teenager Je-
lena Dokic, reports AFP.

The Serblan-born 17-year-
old is now in the hands of her
controversial

Dokic after sackin

great Tony Roche
team.

rom

S0 far, the headstrong Dokic
has done well enough in her
new. rudderless role, advancing

o the quarterfinals at Wimble-

don for the second straight

year.

She beat American Kristina
Brandi 6-1, 6-3 on Monday, but
It remains 1o be seen how much
larther Dokie can go without a

‘real” coach,

"Mad Dad” Damir
Aussie
her
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Former
between her boyfriend An

German tennis queen Steffi Graf leaves her seat after enjoying the match
(fre Agassi and David Prinosil at the Wimbledon on July 3.

— AFP photo

1 LONDON, July 4
(AFP): Alexander
Popp fended ofl
questions about
his nationality
with a little less
dilticulty than the challenge of
SWiss giant Marc Rosset on
Monday - but still reached the
quarterfinals of the men's
singles at Wimbledon.

f{:\pp 23. has caused a huge
stir here not only for ousting
Brazilian fourth seed and
French Open champion Gustavo
Kuerten but because he holds
German and British pﬂssﬁ;}nrta -
prompting raised eyebrows
from British fans keen to adopt
him here - and possibly for the
Davis Cup in future.

"My heart almost stopped
beating. | could never have be-
lieved ['d get so far - it's my first
grass lownrieernment s~ |'11}‘.l].}.
who looked to have thrown his
chance away alter squandering
a two-set lead belore emerging
with a6-1, 6-4, 3-6, 4-6, 6-1 win.

"My head was just empty in
the fifth set,” added Popp. born
in the southern city of Heidel-
berg to a German father but

whose mother hails from the

central English town of

Wolverhampton.

He revealed he had expected
to be defending his title in a
challenger event at Oberstaufen

: .'Ié',ﬁ}'c-ar and |

—

wanted to retain the title,” he
told reporters.

Asked if he would be going
back he laughed: "l don't l\nuw -
it depends how far I go here.

Popp sald he was finding it
somewhat irritating to run the
gauntlet ol press questions
about whether he might play lor

ALEXANDER POPP

Britain in the Davis Cup one
day.
“If you want to know sonie-

thing about me wait a lew
months. In six months or so

Popp making lots of noise

people will just ask about the
tennis rather than the nation-
ality issue.” Popp said after the
British press pack had made
their exit.

'It's getting tough to concen-

trate on what matters - and
tlmt's playing tennis.
"Everything's gone so

quickly - it doesn't bother me
too much - but nobody was in-
terested in me a week ago.

"Al least my parents are not
that bothered about tennis - so
the Davis Cup has never been a
subject,” Popp said when asked
if his parents had split loyalties
over any potential Davis Cup
allegiance.

Popp. who is ranked just
I 14th in the world, will face
Australian 12th seed Pat Rafter
in the quarters, is, at 2.01m,
one of the tallest men on the
circuit and is about the only one
who can look Rosset in the eye
as the Swiss is the same height.

Looking forward to the tus-
sle with Rafter, Popp was re-
freshingly laid back about the
most important match of his
life.

'If I lose it won't be the end of
the world. If it works out, great.
If not. I'll just go home."

Popp took up a racket as a
voungster IHR[)H'E‘CI by Boris
Hn ker's triumph here as a 17-

ar-old in 1985 and he could
now give Germany’ their first
champion since, Michael Stich
“beat Becker in the 1991 final,
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third round engagements in the schools’ chess tournament.

—Star photo
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Sport

LONDON,
(AFP): Viadimir
Voltchkov ol Be-
larus caused the
first upset of the
second week at Wim-
bledon unpaling experienced
grass-court exponent Wayne
Ferreira of South Africa 6-3, 6-
4, 7-6 (7/0) advancing to the last
16 here on Monday

In the process he provided a
lesson to all those who think
the way to sporting success is
slmrh to spend lots of money
on lavish facilities - Voltchkov
learned to play tennis in that
well-known sporting arena that
is the Minsk automobile plant

"My father was just working
al the factory. We had a tennis
club there. One of my brothers
used to play. so it was father's
idea to take me to tennis.”
Voltchkov explained

| started when 1 was seven
and a half.”

Julv 4

If he wins his next match
Zz2-year-old Voltchkov will
equal the record for the most
progress made by a qualifier at
Wimbledon set by John McEn-
roe, who reached the semifinals
here in 1977,

And the man who started
him off on his tennis career, his
ather Nicolal, I1s here to watch
his son.

Unlike most Wimbledon
qualifiers, Voltchkov has pre-
viously t?uljn}'ed success on the
lawns of the All England Club -
in 1996 he won the Wimbledon
boys' champlonship. but he has
so far failled to make the

suffered with a shoulder prob-
lem last year,

“Injuries started to come, |
had to

again.

three and a half months.”

l “1 had to take some time off -

Rather than the glamour of

progress expected of him.
ell | guess there are a lot of
reasons,” sald Voltchkov, who

pull out from a couple of
tournaments. Then | started to
play, then the injury came back

the Grand Slams, Voltchkov
has been spending most of his
time grafting on the Challenger
circuit - pro tennis' secondl-
string tour.

That brings its own pressure,
every bit as real as the rarefied
atmosphere of Wimbledon.

"For one point it is more dif-
ficult: from one point it is eas-
ler. When you play on the chal-
lenger level, there is a lot of
pressure.

"Everybody wants to win, to
make the step, to progress to a
higher level where you start
making big points, big money

It's like a surviving zone,

Plenty of people hdu told
Voltchkov that hie has a similar
technique to Yevgeny Kafel-
nikov, although the Russian
has a poor Wimbledon record.

o never saw him

Vlad has every reason to smile

(Kafelnikov) before | was 16
When you see guys [rom the
former q}D\h[ Union do really
well, of course it motivates
you."

Voltchkov Is assured of the
biggest pay day of his career - a
point he ac knowle dged with a
broad grin - when he faces Zim-

babwe’s Byron Black in the
quarterfinals,
But the man who knocked

out former finalist Cedric Pio-
line in five sets in the second
round is taking nothing for
granted.

It's obviously a big opportu-
nity, But he (Black) is here. It
means he's also playing really
good tennis rlbht 1now.

‘Al this stage it's more about
who plays better on a given day”
- and Voltchkov's best dav here
may still be ahead of him

Anna bounces it off

LONDON. July
AP HI]H‘wl.lll
glamour girl An-
na Kournikova's
l women's doubles
match  alongside
Zvereva was briefly

Natasha

interrupted by a male streaker -
but both were unfazed by the
Incident,

1 wasn't paying attention.
sald Kournikova, who had her
head under a towel at the time
though she appeared mildly
amused by the affatr, after-
wards.

" was a very
mateh for us not
concentration.”
ami-based teen.

The fifth-seeded palr showed
their polse was unaffected by
thrashing US tandem Amy
Frazier and Katie Schlukebir 6-
2, 6-1 1o reach the last eight

important
1o lose our
added the Mi-

The iy who eaned -

AU s Mk B tooprs, o0 A0 Vvesir
old from Ilwrpnnl jumped

| over the net, did a forward roll

BT Ol s,

ontn the grass then ran around
conrt 14 lor more than a
inute,

Mr Roberts, who claims to
have streaked 156 times, was
grabbed by police officers and
securlty guards and taken away,

‘It's what 1 do for a livin
But I've never done tennis be-
fore.” he said.

The All England Club later
Issued a statement dismissing
the streaker as a harmless
stunt

"We appreciate this for what
it Is - a harmless prank and no
more than that,” sald a
spokesman. "But In no way do
we condone the practice,”

Aunna, of course, was In-
volved In a pre-Wimbledon
mini-streak of her own as the
pouting blonde s to be seen on
dozens of advertising hoardings
modelling a sports bra.

Roberts had scrawled the
words Only The Balls Should
Bounce the slogan from

Kournikova's sports bra adverts
- on his chest,

\

Andre doesn't
need Steffi's
advice

LONDON, July 4: Andre
Agassi sald Monday he didn’t
need the advice af seven-time
women's Wimbledon champion
Steffl Graf as he goes in search
of a second crown for his own
collection, reports AFP.

Asked If his fiancee had of-
fered any advice to the 1992
rhamplﬂn the shaven-headed
Las ‘v’rgnu sinlled and said: "Not
too much."

“It's always easler playing
than wate hlnF " added Agassl,
who nevertheless praised Graf
for regularly supporting him
[rom the sidelines,

Serena simply
loving i1t

LONDON, July 4 (AFP): She
might be Venus Willlams' little
sister but Serena Willams is
talking just as big, if not bigger
on the lush Wimbledon turf this
year.

The US teenager certainly
has a healthy appetite to go all
the way here - citing cheese-
burgers from a well-known US
fast 1ood outlet as her recipe for

SLICCeSS
Scvrena, who turns 19
sepltember and who i~ 1o

onths vounger than Venus (s
also seven centimetres smaller
at lmetre, 78 Inches - but she
packs at least an equal punch
and has already put her siblin
in her place by Ii!’llng last year's
US Open crown.

Venus has still to taste a
Grand Slam singles success,

Both made it through to the
womern's singles quarterfinals
on Monday and could face off in
the semifinals if Serena first
gets past compatriot Lisa Ray-
mond and Venus can end top
seed Martina Hingis' interest in
the tournament.

Serena, seeded eight and
playing only her second cam-
paign at Wimbledon after miss-
ing last year's event through in-
jury, says she doesn't care a rap
who she faces - she's in the
mood to take on all-comers.

‘I'm ready to play Venus,
Hingis or whoever," said Serena
after thumping Tamarine
Tanasugarn of Thailand 6-1, 6
1 in her fourth round match.

And now

IFrom page 13
warnt to step it up.” said Sam-
pras, who showed little signs of
dragging his feet - injured or
otherwise - against his out-
classed fourth-round opponent
Jonas Bjorkman of Sweden,
whom he thrashed 6-3, 6-2, 7-5
in a 1hr 35min Centre Court
exhibition showing.

With the departure of Swe-
den's Thomas Enqvist, beaten
by Gambill, Sampras is Lhe
only seed left in the top half of
the draw.

Second seed Agassi, chamn-
pion here in 1992, had to save
two match points against Todd

Martin in a second round
tightrope walk.
But he survived, drew

strength from the fightback and
will next tackle Australian
marathon man Mark Philip-
poussis, who after playing a
record Shr Imin to knock out
Sjeng Schalken on Saturday
ended British interest by beat-

ing eighth seed Tim Henman in
another five-setter in the fourth
round.

‘'I'm ready to be in the quar-
ters,” Agassi insists.

'My experience tells me that
taking every match intensely
and seriously is the way to have
great things happen.”

P]II]IPPDII“%HH through to
the last eight for the third year
in a row, insists he will not be
weakened by his back-to-back
five setters against Agassi
against whom he has an unin-
spiring 1-4 career record - in-
cluding a loss at the Australian
Open last January

"He's the best returner in the
world. he's got the best hand to
eye co-ordination and the best
passing shots,

‘I'll definitely have to be on
my game. I'll go out there and
give it my best shot,” promised
the man they call Scud for his
booming serves.

The other two matches
while not exactly featuring
also-rans, nevertheless com-
prise at best dark horse candi-
dates

Viadimir Voltchkov of Be-
larus certainly didn't expect to
get this far - but if he gets to the
semis he will equal John
McEnroe's 1977 recor
achievement of making the lasi
four as a qualifier.

The man from Minsk ousted
experienced South African
Wayne Ferreira in round four
and now faces Zimbabwe's By-
ron Black, who edged Italian
veteran Gianluca Pozzi

Black won only nine
matches in his first eight visits
to Wimbledon - but he now has
an excellent chance of making
his lirst Slam semi,

The other hig surprist
alongside Volte hkov s the |-
pearance of rising German star
Alexander Popp. who bheat fel
low giant Marce Rosset in five
sets to get to this stage,

Popp next takes on the man
who should on paper give Sam-
ras and Agassi the biggest run
or their money - Aussie |2th
seed Pat Rafter.

Rafter, who ended the chal-
lenge of Thomas Johansson,
has had an 1neurv blighted year
following arthroscopic shoul-
der surgery last autumn.

But the two-time US Open
champlon knows what it's like
to get to the serious stages hav-
ing been a semi-finalist here 12
months ago.

“At this stage I'm very happy
with the way things are going.
I'm ainiu% confidence,” salid
the &twvns ander who feels en-
tirely at home on grass,

Black against Voltchkov and

Rafter against Popp are first
tme meetings.,

) l

LONDON. July 4:
After an opening
week wliie 'l |hlli:‘
more than its lair
share of upsets Pe-
te Sampras, Andre
Agassl. Lindsay Davenport and
Martina Hingis all boosted the
established order Monday by
booking quarterfinal slots at
Wimbledon, reports AFP.

Defending champlon Sam-
pras, going for a record 13th
Grand Slam title, trounced
Jonas Bjorkman of Sweden 6-3.
6-2, 7-5 in a lhr 35min Centre
Court exhibition, which In-
cluded 17 aces for good measure.

Sampras will next face com-
patriot Jan Michael-Gambill,
who shocked Swedish ninth
seed Thomas Enqvist to leave
Sampras as the only seed in the
top half of the draw as he closes
in on a seventh title here which
would equal Willlam Renshaw's
record set in 1889,

Sampras, unhindered by the
last vestiges of his shin Injury,
leads their head-to-head series
2-1 but Gambill won their last
meeting at Scottsdale last vear
on hﬂrﬁ court, '

Bjorkman had no answer as
the six-time champion stunned
him with his all-round power
game 1o take their series to 9-1
in his favour,

“Today | was a lot more con-
fident. I was hitting the ball
pretty well,” sald Sampras. "It's
the E[‘(Ul]{l week, you want to
step it up.

Second seed Apgassi knocked
out David Prinosil of Germany
6-4, 6-3, 6-3 and will next tackle
Australlan 10th seed Mark
Philippoussis, who after play-
ing a record Shr l1min to knock
out Sjeng Schalken on Saturday
ended British Interest when he
beat eighth seed Tin Henmman 6-
1, 5-7,6-7(9/11), 6-3. 6-4

A disgusted Henman threw
his racket away In disgust

"l think it's safe to say he
wore me down with his serve
As frustrated as | am vou have
to give him credit,” said Hen-
man alterwards., adding he
would not stick around to watch
the remainder of the event alten
failing to become the [lirst
British man to win here
Fred Perry in 1936

Agassi meanwhile said he
was approaching his best form
alter an indifferent clutch of re-
cent performances

“You're only as confident as
your last few results. I needed to
get through the first week. My
experience tells me that taking
every match intensely and seri-
ously is the way to have great
things happen,” said the Las Ve-
gan.

Women's title-holder Dav-
enport earlier swamped fellow
American Jennifer Capriati 6-
3. 6-3 in just 62min.

Davenport next faces sixth-
seeded fellow American Monica
Seles, who beat old rival and
Spanish ninth seed Arantxa
Sanchez-Vicario 6-3, 6-4.

Women's top seed Hingis had
earlier turned in one of her best
performances of the vyear in

S0 C

crushing German 11th seed
Anke Huber 6-1, 6-2.
Davenport, who like Sam-

pras has had to overcome an in-
jury scare after back trouble
hastened her departure in the
first round of the French Open

Scud scuttles Henman

/ Ry,
-,.,h i _'fs
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US superstar Andre Apgassi

a backhand

makes retfurn

against David Prinosil of Germany in the fourth round of

Wimbledon on July 3.

TIM HENMAN

echovd her compatriot’'s senti-

ments after overwhehining
( apriati.
“1 hit the ball a lot better

from the beginning. | think that
was the best match I've plaved
in months.” said Davenport.
Swiss Miss Hingis took just
53min for her win over Huber
She now meets US fifth seed
Venus Williams., who made
hard work of reaching the last
eight for the third straight year
ousting Belgium's Sabine Ap-
pelmans 6-4, 6-4.
Hingis, champion here in
197, was unperturbed at the
thought that she

laces

tough

AFP photo

run-in as she could face eighth
seed and US Open champion

Serenna Willlamms if she ousts
venus

You have to play against
whoever is on the other side.

We'll see how it goes tomorrow,”
sald the 19-year-old Hingls.

Venus had a second-set lapse
against Appelinans before win-
ning on her fourth match point
- and she laler chided herself
lor her inconsistency and fail-
ure to close out matches

I missed quite a few easy
shiots today. 1 don't usnally do
that

Younger sister Serena bheat

famarine Tanasugarn of Thai-
land 6-1, 6-1 - but promptly said
there was plenty of room for
improvement

1 wasn't really happy with
too many of my returns,” said
SEerena

She now plays compatriot

Lisa Raymond. who h immered
Olga Barabanschikova ol Be-
lars H-4, 6-2

On the prospect
clash with Venus
she was notl fazed |
prospect of facing anvone

I'm ready to pla)
Hineis or whoeve
musaular teen

ILlsewhere. Spain’s
Serna 1-| al Lilia Osterloh of the
Uinited States 7-6(7/1). 6G-3 111 a
tussle between two non-sevds

Serna will next ta
\ussie teem Jdelena Dokic,\who
beat Kristina Brandi ol the
LU'nited St 1. H-3. DoKic
irterfinals

I 1511.-””1"!'-‘"-'“ 1s-

of a potential
Serena said
the

Venus

said the

Magui

wle

Ali's 1y
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It's great that I did it again. |
think | can go at least another
" said the Belgrade-born
| 7-vear-old
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LONDON,
big match was supposed to in-

July 4 (AFP): The
volve a re-run of the 1980 men's
singles final epic between John
McEnroe, who beat old rival
Bjorn Borg in a charity match
at Buckingham Palace on Sun-
day.

But the real interest all cen-
tred on the battle for supremacy
in the stands between Russian
babe Anna Kournikova and En-
glish actress Liz Hurley - and
Briti‘lll tabloid newspapers duly
gave acres of coverage to their
brief encounter

Kournikova, 19, turned up in
a silky creation which left little
to the imagination whereas
Hurley, former squeeze of Brit

heart-throb Hugh Grant, opted
for a far more demure pale
lemon suit, which the papers
dubbed ‘conservative

The London Evening Stan-
dard headlined that
Kournikova had found Hurley
ugly’ according to a report

which emerged in the Russian
edition of Vogue magazine

Another paper wrote: "Sorry
Liz but it's game, set and match
1O A

IN SICKNESS AND

IN HEALTH
Pete Sampras just can't con-
vince people that injury is all
[mll and pare el of the gamme
Amid the innuendo that last
week's foot injury was not as
bad as it was made out to be, six-

time champ Sampras was asked
after beating Jonas Bjorkman

of Sweden to make the quarter-
finals if he didn't have "a pock-
etful of vomit somewhere” for
when he needed a quick rtime
Ot

Usually when it's a tough
moment | Kind of carrv it in
pocket, the vomit. | explode it. it

comes out,” joked Sampras. be

lore adding in mmore serious
veln: "Athletes are injured and
you play through injuries

AINT 0‘.'1’1{ TILL

I'T'S OVER
Wimbledon is over according
10 some local tennis fans. dis-
iraught at the exit of their
lavourite Tim Henman
hose arriving at the ves
uesday were greeted by a Hen

nan fan ‘-IJ.-"'.“H;_: ! LHien)
through a mepgaphoi Wimn-
bledon has been cai 1
H ninan has been ko kel ¢
(0 back to vour homes

'he message clearly hadnt
got through as
towards the

fans streamed
gates to watch the

WOINEINl S SHIEIES 1mnmove 1o 1ls

linal phases
KEEP IT IN
THE FAMILY
father o &

L >
club there
used to playv. so it was lathers
idea to take me to tens

World number 327 \ladimir
\Valtehkov of Belarus. talking ol
his humble beginnings in that
vell-known sporting arena that
Minsk automobile plant,
\ter causing the lirst upset ol
the second week by bealing
South Alrican Wawvne Ferreira
o advance (o the last 16 on
Monday

Dad was at courtside

» san book a last-eight show-
down with Zimbabwe's Bvron
Black

(ne hirothers
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