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! Post to The Daily Star

i Test playing nation?

|2 Who is the new ICC
president?
Gray Blue Green

. mended reporting threshold”.

. Staff of Bangladesh Army Ma-
. jor General M Harun-ur-Rashid

Stadium t
)' Mintu Sangha batted first

v Tick the Correct Answers |

Win attractive prizes

Competition closes at 8 pm
14, 2000 and draw
shortly afterwards

1T When did ICC recognise|
Bangladesh as the tenth

Thed | Juned | Junell |

3| When did Bangladesh
| become ICC's associate
member?

1977 |87 1997

When will the next cricket
World Cup be held?

2002 2003 2003

5 | Which country will host the
next ericket World Cup?

Jmbatar | New Zealand | South Africa
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POWERED WITH

EN-VITS

ENERGY RELEASING VITAMINS

Harsha Bhogle

(Cricket commentator)

“I have no doubt at all that
Saurav Ganguly will be a much
belter captain four months
from now after he returns from
a stint with Lancashire.”

Ottey let off
the hook

MONTE CARLO, July 4: Ja-
maican sprinter Merlene Ottey,
who was banned after failing a
drugs test last year, has been
cleared to run in the Sydney
Olvinpics, reports Reuters.

An International Amateur
Athletic Federation (IAAF) ar-
bitration panel ruled yesterday
at “there were not the grounds
maintain her suspension
m competition™ and ended it
with immediate effect.

The IAAF said in a state-
ment that the arbitration pan|
“considered that the testing
laboratory had not taken into
sufficient account factors re-
garding the specific gravity ol
the sample which as a result di
not exceed the IOC recom-

Gen Harun new
Judo Fed chief

The government yesterday
appointed Chief of General

as president of Bangladesh Judo
- and Karate Federation, reports
BSS.

Magura cricket

- From Our Correspondent
, MAGURA, July 4: Shaheed
. Mintu Sangha beat Kundupara
- Krira Sangha by 26 runs in the

quarterfinal of the

L

“and scored |

7 all out in 27
OVETS. :

In reply Kundupara were all

ot for 91 in 29,5 overs.

Nat'l wrestling
training ends

. A month-long national ju-
- nlor wrestling training organ-
ised by Bangladesh Amateur
Wrestling Federation ended in
the city yesterday. reports UNB,
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Action from yesterday's Ragib Ali Gold Club Cup hockey tou
KC and Mariner at the Maulana Bhasani Stadium.

rnament match between Usha

— Star photo

The hopes of
Bangladesh mak-

ing a grade in the
ACC Under-15 cri-
cket champion-
ship was eltect-

vely dashed when Pakistan
handed them yesterday a cru-
shing seven-wicket defeat in the
Malaysian capital of Kuala
Lumpur.
[t was also tournament's
highest margin defeat so far for
Bangladesh, who had earlier
lost to Sri Lanka by three wick-
ets and to India by six wickets.
The outcome has also thrown
Bangladesh out of the title race
with three more games in hand
against the lesser teams of the
regional tournament. The team,
finishing first at the end of the
round robin league, will clinch
the trophy of the seven-nation
meet straightaway.

Sent in to bat, Bangladesh

Sports Reporter

BRIEF SCORES

Bangladesh: 131 for eight
in 40 overs (Mahmud 39,
Anwar 15, Kamrul 14, Haq 1;
Azhar Ali 3/24, Talal Zia
3/32)

Pakistan: 132 for three in
26.3 overs (Sayved 44 not out,
Shahid 44; Zabir 1/16,
Mehmud 1/10, Arif 1/25)

Result: Pakistan won by 7
wickets.
scored 131 for eight wickets in
the stipulated 40 overs. Pak-
istan responded with 132 for
three in 26.2 overs.

Incidentally, this was for the
first time Bangladesh reached
the three-figure mark after be-
ing bundled out for 65 against
India and 87 against Sri Lanka.
Still, they failed to avoid the
heaviest margin defeat duo to
the 40-plus knock from Sayed
and Shahid. Shahid scored a

Cubs extend losing spell

39-ball 44 and Sayed 44 not out.

Although Ban%ladesh bat-
ting once again failed to live up
to the desired expectation,
Mahmud made a defiant 39, the
highest individual scores in
three games. Kamrul scored 14
and wicket Kkeeper Anwar
chipped in with 15. Opener Haq
with 11 was the other batsman
to reach the double figure mark
and extras, for an umpteenth
timme, made a healthy contribu-
tion with 21.

Among the Bangladesh
bowlers Zabir, Mehmud and
Arif claimed one wicket each.
But the bowlers were not as dis-
ciplined as they were in the pre-
vious two games. The most dis-
appointing aspect of the
Bangladesh bowling was that it
conceded 24 wides and that too
in only 26-odd overs.

Bangladesh will take on
Hong Kong at Club Aman today.

)SNa S

Holders Usha Kri-
ra Chakra power-
ed into the Ragib
Ali Gold Club Cup
linal after they
beat Mariner Youn-
gs Club 3-1 in their last second
round match at the Moulana
Bhasani National Hockey
Stadium yesterday.

Moududur Rahman Shuvo,
Tutul Kumar Nag and Ariful
Haque Prince scored one goal
each for the winners who led
the first session 1-0. On the
other hand, Isa Miah pulled one
back for Mariner in the dying
minutes of the match.

In tomorrow's final, Usha
will take on giants Abahani
Krira Chakra at 4:30 pm.

Both teams finished the sec-
ond round with equal seven
points ahead of Mariner and
Mohammedan Sporting Club.
Mariner finished with three
points while Mohammedan,

orm into final

Sports Reporter

who withdrawn from the tour-
nament after going down to
Mariner 1-2, did not earn any
point.

Back to the match, although
Usha dominated proceedings
they had to wait until three
minutes before half time to fi-
nally breach the stubborn
Mariner defensive wall.

In the 32nd minute after
Usha earned their first short-
corner of the game, Pakistan
midfielder Mohammad
Saqlain, failing to take a direct
hit, passed the ball to an un-
marked Shuvo who calmly
flicked the ball to the right of
Mariner custodian Rinku.

Tutul doubled the margin
seven minutes into the second
half after receiving a brilliant
pass from national forward
Rafiqul Islam Kamal. Prince
made it 3-0 capitalising on a
short-corner rebound in the
23rd minute.

Usha took their foot off the
gas after the third goal and
Mariner pulled one back in the
penultimate minute of the
match, thanks to defender Isa’s
magnificent conversion from a
short corner.

The spirit of the %ame some-
how was lost in the last quarter
of the match when the umpires
had to caution Usha players
Yamin and Saqlain and Mari-
ner's Isa with yellow cards.

TEAMS

USHA KC: Mohammad
Javed, Yamin. Faivaz, Imtiaz,
Tutul. Kurshid, Zahid, Tayeb,
Prince, Kamal, Shuvo, Rana,
Sohel and Saqlain.

MARINER YC: Rinku,
Moinul, Tabib, Isa, Zia, Emdad,
Imtiaz, Yousuf, Apu, Biaka.
Musa, Javed, Razzak., Ghaus
and Hanif.

Umpires: Abdur Rashid and
Latifur Rahman.

s Econo
cricket league at the Magura
oday

State Minister for Youth and
Sports Obaldul Quader dis.
tributed certificates among the

Men’s preview

An

LONDON, July 4
IAFP): Twelve mo-
nths ago to the
(lay American te-
niis titans Pete
Sampras and An
tre Agissi clashed on US
Independence Day here with

crown for the sixth time.

And as this year's men's sin-
gles event moves into the quar-
terfinal stage Wednesday both
men stand foursquare Iin the
way of lesser ?ass-court mor -
tals who would deny them this
year.

For all the talk of recent In-
| jury problems having
Sampras' challenge for an all-
time record 13th Grand Slam
singles title and a record-
equalling seventh on Wimble-
don’s lush lawns, the man from

Saimpras emerging wearing the

blunted

Washington DC remains the
yvardstick to measure all-com-
ers.

He may not have Agassi's
flamboyance - but the [ans are
right behind the 28-year-old.
with their "Pistol Pete, playing
for history” banners.

A seventh title here would
allow him to emulate William
Renshaw, who won his seventh
title back in the mists of time in
| 889.

Agassi has under performed
in recent months - at least rela-
tively, compared to last year's
crowning glory at Roland Gar-
ros.

Yet one simply has to ask
who might stop the old rivals
reaching next Sunday's final
showdown and renewing their
fascinating acquaintance with
one another to realise that few

d now there are eight

would take odds against a re-
i.ﬂf‘}ll

Top seed Sampras has had
sanie hiek, a rain break alter he
sulfered a shin injury in last
Wednesdav's second-round vice-
torv over Slovakia's Karol
Kucera giving him a much-
needed extra day off.

Paul Annacone., the star's
coach, joked humourlessly: "He
can walk on it but he won't be
breaking the 100m record!”

But Sampras has his eyes on
other records as he prepares to
face another American, Jan-
Michael Gambill, in Wednes-
day's quarters.

Sampras has a 2-1 lead in
their head-to-head count - but
Gamblill won thelr last meeting
at Scottsdale last year.

“It's the second week, vou

See page 15

participants,
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part in the course.

A total of 20 wrestlers took

|The under-19 Iraq football team on its arrival at the Zia International Airport gesterdny.
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Iraq, Maldives
o B -
arrive m CIty
Sports Reporter

Iraq and Maldives arrived In
the capital yesterday morning
to take part (n the Asfan Under-
19 Football Champlonship
Group Four qualifiers.

The 29-member Iraq team
reached Dhaka In the morning
while Maldives came in the
evening.

The four-nation qualifying
round also llwnlvlng Nepal,
Maldives and Bangladesh will
kick off at the Rajshahi Sta-
dium from July 7 under the
auspices of Bangladesh Foot-
ball Federation.

Bangladesh Television will
telecast all the matches live
from Rajshahi Stadium.

Both Iraq, who will take on
Nepal in the opening match,
and Maldives, who are sched-
uled to face home side
Bangladesh in Friday's second
match, will fly to Rajshahi to-

day.

Meanwhlile, Bangladesh un-
der-19 team, led by Monwar
Hossain, reached the venue

yesterday. Nepal are expected
here today.

Twelve lead
Group A

Sports Club

Twelve players were leading
the Group A table of the second
Standard Chartered Bank
Schools’ Chess tournament at
the end of Round Three at the
NSC chess room yesterday.

On the third day of the nine-
round Swiss league, defending
champlion Syed Ejaj Hossain,
Shomak Palit, Yanur Rahman
Royal, Naim Arefin Ratul,
Nazir Salehin, Rownak Ehsan
Sajib, Palaniyappan Avinand-
han, Palaniyappan Arvindhan,
Joydev Dutta, Tanmoy Patnaik,
Debayan Majumder and Mo-
hammad Ali recorded their
third successive wins and re-
mained atop the table with
three points each.

In Group B, Sheikh Shahid |

Ahmed and Saima Almas won
their third matches in a row.
Both Shahid and Saima also
have three points each.

The fourth round will start
at the sante venne today at 3 pm.

Sheikh Kamal
soocer starts
today

Sports Reporter

The Sheikh Kamal (under-
16) Gold Cup football tourna-
ment will begin at the Abahani
ground in the city today.

Sixteen teams will be split
into four groups for the first
round. The group winners will
advance to the semifinals.

Raising Sporting Club of

Dhaka will take on Jadukar
Samad Coaching School in to-
day’'s opening match.

The following teams are tak-
ing part in the tournament:

Group A: Railway Blues, Mo-
hammadpur Kishore Ekadash,
Lalbagh Tarun SanEha and
Shankar Sporting Club.

Group B: Dragon
Chakra, Jadukar Samad
Coaching School, Raising
Sporting Club and Abdul Hadi

Krira

Lane Jubo Sangha.
Group C: Mansoor Sporting
Club, Siraj Smriti Sangsad,

Shuktara Jubo Sangsad and Sat
Rowza Nabin Sangha.

Group D: Rahmatgan]| A%-
nishikha Kishore Sangha, Pal-
tan Sporting Club, Dhaka Ju-
nior and Ekata Jubo Sangha.

Pakistan's yes
to Toronto
contest

KARACHI, July 4: The Pak-
istan Cricket Board has con-
firmed the country's participa-
tion In a one-day series against
India in Toronto, Canada, and
Is also finalising a tour of Pak-
istan by the Indian team later
this vear, PCB director Yawar

Saeed said Monday. reports
AFP.
"The officials of the two

boards discussed cricketing ties
and now we are finalising Indi-
a's tour itinerary to Pakistan.”
Saeed told this news agency

He said the programme of
the Toronto series was received
by Pakistan a few days ago and
‘we are willing to participate in
the event.”

The series will be held from
September 9-17, pending Indfan
confirmation.

Pakistan and India started
the off-shore series in 1996 on
annual basls but India refused
to play against Pakistan last
year amid tensions over border
conflict in the disputed Kash-
mir region.

Instead, India played three
matches against the West In-
dies, with Pakistan also play-
ing three one dayers against the
same side.

India are sceduled to play
three Tests and five one-day in-
ternationals in Pakistan from
December this year to February
2001.

India have not played a Test
in Pakistan since 1990, al-
though they played three lim-
ited-over games there (n
September 1997,

The Pakistan cricket team
toured Indla in January-Febru-
ary 1999, following a gap of 12

L years,

Hungry Pakistan v revengeful Sri Lanka

GALLE. Sri Lan-
ka, July 4. Resur-
gent Pakistan are
favoured to win a
fourth successive
one-day title wh-

en they clash with South Africa
and hosts Sri Lanka in the
Singer Cll\B tri-serles starting
here on Wednesday, reports
AFP.

Pakistan are riding high un-
der the new management of cap-
tain Moin Khan and coach
Javed Miandad after resound-
ing wins in Sharjah, the West
Indies and Bangladesh over the
last four months.
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The winning streak has been
topped by a 2-0 Test win over
Sri Lanka on the current tour,
which avenged the loss to
Sanath Jayasuriya's men in
Pakistan in February.

"It's a dream | hope will not
end,” said Moin, brushing aside
suggestions that the players
will be tired after being on the
road since March.

"You can never be tired of
winning. We have paced our-
selves well and are fresh for the
latest challenge,” he said ahead
of the series opener against Sri
Lanka at the Galle Interna-
tional Stadium.

Both Sri Lanka and South
Africa have first-hand experi-
ence of Pakistan's golden run

The Sri Lankans were
thrashed in the Asia Cup final
in. Dhaka last month belore
succuwmbing in the recent Test
series.

South Africa, under dis-

raced former captain Hansie
‘ronje, lost to Pakistan in the
Sharjah Cup final in March

In between, Pakistan de-
feated Zimmbabwe and the West
Indies in the tri-series in the

Caribbean, but narrowly lost
the Test series against Jimmy
Adams' men.

With three of the four top
teams in world cricket on show,
the tournament promises excit-
ing fare despite the absence of
veteran stars,

Pakistan will be without
their In-form all-rounder
Wasim Akram, who opted out
for personal reasons after be-
coming the first bowler to claim
400 wickets in both Test and
one-day cricket.

Sri Lanka have dropped both
Aravinda De Silva and Arjuna
Ranatunga, heroes of their

Sony Max will show the
match live starting at 9:30
am BST.

SCHEDULE

Fixtures in the Singer
Cup one-day tournament
between Pakistan, South
Africa and Sri Lanka:

July 5: Pakistan v Sri
Lanka, Galle

July 6: South Africa v Sri
Lanka, Galle

July 8: Pakistan v South
Africa, Colombo (day-night)

July 9: Pakistan v Sri
Lanka, Colombo, (day-night)

July 11: South Africa v
Sri Lanka, Colombo

July 12: Pakistan v South
Africa, Colombo

July 14: Final. Colombo
(day-night)

July 15: Reserve day

World Cup triumph in 1996, fol-
lowing their lean patch in the
Tests against Pakistan

South Africa have lost the
experienced Cronje and dashing
opener Herschelle Gibbs to the
match-fixing scandal, while
pace spearhead Allan Donald
took a break from interna-
tional cricket to play a full sea-
son for his English county
Warwickshire.

"The veterans will obviously
be missed but one-day cricket is
a young man's game.” Moin
said. "All three teams are well-
matched to promise some great
cricket.”

It's a sentiment shared by ri-

val captains Shaun Pollock of

South Africa and Sri Lanka's
Jayasuriya.

Pollock hoped the series will
overshadow the raging match-
fixing scandal, saying: "Cricket
needs a good and exciting tour-
nament to win the fans over
again.”

Jayasuriya said
was determined

tean
make

his
to

1-series starts today

amends for the recent losses
against Pakistan. "We have the
potential to win the tourna-
ment in our backyard,” he said.

The tournament will move
to Colombo after the first two
matches In this southern sea-
side town, with the top two
teams in the double-leg league
?gallfﬂng for the final on July

It will be South Africa's first
overseas assignment since the
Cronje scandal broke in April,
but Pollock was quick to re-
mind of the stunning 2-1 win at
home over world champions
Australia the same month.

| S —

SANATH JAYASURIYA

"That win showed our de-
termination to put aside the
odds and fight it out,” he said.
"It's not easy to forget the
Cronje episode, but we will not
be burdened by it.”

South Africa's first match
will be against the hosts at
Galle on Thursday.

SQUADS

PAKISTAN (from): Saeed
Anwar, Imran Nazir, Shahid
Afridi, Mohammad Wasim,

Younis Khan, Inzamamul Haq,
Yousuf Youhana, Moin Khan
(captain), Abdur Razzaq. Azhar
Mahmood. Wagar Younis, Mo-
hammad Akram. Shabbir
Ahmed

SRl LANKA (from): Sanath
Jayasuriya (captain), Marvan
Atapattu, Romesh Kaluwitha-
rana. Russel Arngld. Mahela
Jayvawardene, Kumar Sai
gakkara, Kumara Dharmasena,
l/pul Chandana, Chaminda
\Vaas, Nuwan Zoysa, Muttiah
Muralitharan, Tillekeratne
Dilshan, Sajeewa de Silva, Eric
Upashantha, Avishka Gu-
nawardene

. of the hotel staff to keep

COLOMBO, July 4
(AP): At 9 pm,
when cricket play-
ers must turn in
for bed, a Pak-
istani official che-
cks the phone log at a Colombo
hotel, looking for calls made or
received by his Pakistani
cricketers.

On another floor, the man-
ager of the Sri Lankan team
makes sure that his players
don’t carry celluiar phones.

In yet another corner, a
South African consultant reads
out the do's and don't's to the
players from his country.

Life has changed for the
cricketers after the outbreak of
the match, fixing scandal
which led to the firing of South
African captain Hansie Cronje.

Sleuths are seeking the help
the
bookies at bay. Keeping fans at
bay is no longer their only con-
Cerm.

"Now our main job is to keep
the bookies away. We have
posted people at elevator land-
ings and they identify hotel
uests. Others are not just al-
owed," said S Ab-
hanayasekara, chief security
officer of Oberui Hotel. '

South Africa, Pakistan and
hosts Sri Lanka are all set to
participate in a triangular one-
day tournament beginning
Wednesday.

How they are

"I am very very strict and I
am not going to allow even a fly
to get near our boys.” said Brig
Mohammad Nasir,

concerns that the bookies may
reach his players.

"I check all phone calls to be
sure that the boys are not ap-
proached.,” Nasir, who retired
from the army five vears ago,
told The Associated Press.

Nasir goes through
phone log every day.

Niel Perera, manager of the
Sri Lankan team, keeps cellular
phones away from his players
“This is one of the measures we
have taken to see that the name
of the game is not tarnished any
further,” said Dhamika
Ranatunga, the chief executive
of the Sri Lanka ®ricket Board

"We had a long talk with all
the players and told them that
they may be clean, but that does
not stop the bookies from mak-
ing the first move,” Ranatunga
said. "I am proud to say that our
boys are absolutely clean.”

Doug Russell, manager of the
South African team, tell his
players to remain alert and re-
port any incident to him im-
mediately.

"We have suffered enough by
Cronje's case and we are deter-
mined to see that this is not re-
peated again.” Russell said.

But the fear of bookies lurks
in the minds of cricket lovers

the

the manager
of the Pakistani team, rejecting

doing!

Obviously there are those
who will be skeptical of South
African cricket and we will tn
to clear that suspicion by giving
120 per cent.” South African
captain Shaun Pollock told re-
porters in the Sri Lankan capi-
tal

The current tournament is
South Africa's first since
Cronje plunged cricket into its
worst-ever crisis by admitting
he took close to 100,000 dollars
in bribes from bookmakers.

Pollock, who succeeded
Cronje, said the pressure on
him was worse now than when
he first took up the job

"At first the allegations were
about pitch and weather infor-
mation, but now we are talking
about match-fixing and that
makes it all the more difficult,”
he said

The scandal erupted in April
when the Indian police charged
Cronje and three other South
African players with "cheating,
frand and criminal conspiracy”
during a tour of India earlier
this vear.

Cronje first denied the
charges, but later admitted that
he had taken money in return
for information about matches.
He still denies that he ever [ixed
the results

‘No plaver on any team |
lead will have anvthing to do
with this controversy.” said
Pollock.

ICC labelled as racist

MELBOURNE,
July 4 (Internet
report): The [CC
has been labelled
racist by Asian
broadcaster Zee TV
after its decision last week to
award major broadcast rights
to the Rupert Murdoch-backed
World Sports Gmu‘p rather than
India's Zee TV, which made a
much higher bid,

The The Age of Melbourne
reported on Tuesday that Jag-
mohan Dalmiya, former head
off the 1CC, Is rumoured to be
planning a breakaway series of
matches outside the jurisdic-
tion of the ICC, in what is being
seen as an attempt to wrest
power and Income from what is
seen as a white-dominated
world administration.

Zee lashed out after the 1CC
decided to grant World Sports
the rights to the next two World
Cups for a bid of 550 inilllon US
dollars ahead of its own bid ol
666 US dollars, which the

broadcaster clahmed was a con-
tinuation of the trend whereby

the white cricket world prolited
from the games growing in-
come, generated mostly by the
subcontinent's huge television
audience.

In a strongly worded state-
ment, Zee described the ICC de-
cision as "racist”. Although the
broadcaster has denied any
knowledge of a proposed
schism, a spokesman sald that
Zee would be interested in
broadcasting any new cricket
competitions developed and run
out of the subcontinent.

Dalmiya has been busy since
stepping down as ICC president,
a role Australian Malcolm Gray
now fills. The Indian heads the
newly formed Asian Cricket
Foundation, ESBE‘:I[IH“{ a lobby
ﬁrnup and promotional arm for

sian cricket nations.

Already the ACF Is handing
the 1ICC ultimatums: it threat-
ened to withdraw its teams

from the 1CC's mini World Cug
in Kenya (n October if the ICC
did not significantly increase
Asia's share of 1CC development
funds.

"We do not know of any
plans and we haven't talked
with the ACF about that.” Zee
Sports deputy chiel executive
Satish Menon was reported as
saying. But we would be inter-
ested in any ideas that promote
the game in Asia.

The statement from Zee after
the decision to grant World
Sports the tender was aggres-
sive in the extreme.

"A game which gives us all so
much pride cannot be allowed
to be hijacked by the white
man,” it said. "Zee would sup-
port and commit itself to any
Asian [nitiatives that support
the development of the game in
Asia and across the world.

"We have to use all the tools
and instruments of our market-
ing process to hreathe fresh air
into the game. We are deter-
mined to ﬁght to the finish.

"As an Asian company, fu-
elled and powered by Asians, we
cannot let Asian pride suffer
any more. Let Asia lead
cricket.”




