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Food poisoning:
200 fall sick
in Nilphamari

NILPHAMARI, July 4: About
200 people fell sick due to food
poisoning during a religious

festival at Cherenga Dolpara |

village in Jaldhaka upazila to-
clay, reports UNB.

At least 118 ol them, mostly
attacked with diarrhoea, were
admitted to Jaldhaka Upazila
Health Complex, the Civil Sur-
geon said.

“Condition of 50 people, in-
cluding some children, is criti-
cal.,” hospital sources said.

Witnesses said the people tell
sick after taking “prosad”™ dis-
tributed among 1,000 devotees
on the occasion of Mohadev
Puja. a Hindu religious festival,
at a local temple on Monday

Shimul discloses
how he managed
to get out of
Khulna jail in *97

From Staff Correspondent
KHULNA, Julv 4: Arrested
leader of outlawed PBCP Mah-
mud Hasan Shimul said he had
managed a lalse medical cer-
tificate fromm Khulna District
Jail in 1997

He "'-filitl. the
who gave the certilicate
strongly recommended for his
medical treatiment abroad

“With the help of this false
medical certificate | managed to
get out of Jessore Central Jail. |
also showed a forged bail order
of the High Court, Shiimnul told
Khulna district police on Sun-
day.

Shimul awarded 40
vears Rl in connection with the
murder of Imran Ghazi of Du-
muria. The verdict was pro-
nounced m 1991

wWas

Shimul further disclosed to

police that a businessman of
Khulna Metropolitan City pro-
vided money to PBCP armed
cadres for murdering some po-
litical leaders during the last

four vears |

Meanwhile, flormer MP Ab-
dul Gatlar Biswas has denied
his link with Shunul

1. am 1o Know
Shimul,

Prcss staie

velt who 1S
ment

licensed
firearms, but not a single illegal
one,” he said

Refuting allegations about
imvolvement in drug traf-
ficking, the formmer MP said. “I
have inherited vast land prop-
erty from my father in addition
to my huge earning through le-
gal business. So, question ol
drug trallicking does not arise
all -

He blamed P! lice for har-
bouring drug traflickers and

I have a lot ol

nis

|
he said this through a |
|
|

|
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Bangabandhu murder trial

HC to give its order on
‘paper book’ today

The High Court is expected to
give Its order on the crucial
“paper book” issue today as the
detence said it was “incomplete”
claiming several relevant papers
of the Bangabandhu murder
trial were not incorporated in
the document, reports BSS.

The court yesterday witnessed
a lengthy debate on the defence
plea when the prosecution said
several documents, as asked by
the defence, were “inadver-
tently,” omitted in the document
while some others were notl
‘incorporated’ thinking those to
be unnecessary for the irial.

Meanwhile, the defence
lawvers continued to read out
the depositions and cross-exam-
inations of witnesses from the
trial court proceedings as part
of their arguments for the
fourth day vesterday of the ap-
peal hearing in the High Court
bench comprising Justice Mo-
hammad Ruhul Amin and Jus-
tice A B M Khairul Haque

Khan Saifur Rahman, coun-
sel for convict hieutenant colonel
(sacked) Sved Farook Rahinan
and ex-lieutenant colonel Mohi-

nddin Ahmed, said he brought
to the notice of the court ol the
“‘missing documents”™ as he
needed access to the "missing
documents” so that he could re-
ler 1o those during his appeal
arguments.

iut, the lawvyer for convicet ex
major Bazlul Huda, Advocate
Mahbubur Rahman MP. de-
manded reconstruction of the
paper book incorporating the
documents including the pro-
ceedings of the magistrate
(CMM) court claiming that the
entire case was based on those
papers

The defence had earlier de-
manded incorporation ol the
missing documents in the paper
book during the trial ol the case
in the Dhaka District and Ses-
sions Judge Court. which in
1998, sentenced 15 former
army officials out of the 19 ac-
cused to death acquitting four
ol them

Special Public Prosecutor
Serajul Haq, who was cleared
by the High Court to conduct
the case rejecting a defence plea
on Monday, was present. Bul

caolonels Syed Farooq

Advocate Shamsuddin Chowd-
hury Manik., Deputy Attorney
Genera. took part in the debate
on hehall of the prosecution

Ouly four of the 15 con-
denmed Killers, all former army
ofticials, are in {ail to face the
trial as the rest are absconding
since Awaini League returned to
power,

The convicts lacing the trial in
licutenant
Rahman,
Sultan Shariar Rashid Khan,
Mohiuddin Aluned (artillery) and
ex-Major Bazlul Huda.

The absconding convicls are
cacked lieutenant colonels Khon-
dokar Abdur Rashid Shariful
Haque Dalim and A M Rashed
Chowdhury. former lieutenant
colonels Mohiuddin Ahmed
(Lancer). S H B M Noor Chowd-
hurv and Abdul Aziz Pasha,
former Major Shariful Hossain
alias Shariful Hossain, sacked
captain Kishmat Hashem, lor-
mer captains Nazmul Hossain
Ansar and Abdul Mazed and
former Risalder Mosleh Uddin.

person are sacked
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Dumping of construction materials, meant for building apartments for

city seriously obstruct traffic movement.
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More powers for all
but Kashmir

NEW DELHI, July 4: Jamumu
and Kashmir Chief Minister Dr
Faroog Abdullah’s demand lor
greater autonomy for the state
his National Conference Party
rules appears to have rekindled
the old debate on the sensitive
1Ssue ol Imwt'rdhh.lrlllg between
the states and the centre in a
[ederal set-up in India.

The demand for greater {i-
nancial, executive and legisla-
iV POWETS for the states is al-
most as old as independent In-

dia itself. For several vears
since India’s freedom in 1947,
the Congress party not only

ruled the country but also most
of the states

As a result, it was easier for
the Congress high command to
keep under leash initial muf-
fled voices for greater more
X wers lor ”Il' states

As Congress’ hold declined
over the decades and the politi-
cal space was grabbed by more
and more regional parties, the

noise for autonomy grew in-
creasingly louder. So much so
that the Congress federal gov-
ernment under Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi had to set up in
the eighties a commission
headed by justice Sarkaria on
relations between the state gov-
ernment and the federal admin-
iIstrations

Some of BJP's present re-
gional allies like DMK in Tamil
Nadu, TDP in Andhra Pradesh
and Akali Dal in Punjab had in
the past voiced their demands
for greater powers (o the states

The autonomy demand In
the past in North Eastern India
had led to the adoption of Arti-
cle 244(A) under which the state
of Meghalaya was created out of
Assam. The state enjoys special
provisions as a tribal region.
Two autonomous councils — in
the Karbi Anglong and North
Cachar Hill Districts - were
subsequently formed in Assam
under the constitutional provi-
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schediled strike at the port as |

thi uthority convened

pPrej ' . g Ior a new |
| J\. _\‘| \.‘. )

S lled de
tand e Colled
I\VE 1 I L 2l | L A O]
port s 1he tenure ol
present Cl l 1 Januarv |
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he ike was withdrawn
after Joint Labour Director Ol
fice called a meeting with Port
Authority and lour labour ol
ganisati S n July 16 to take
preparation for the CBA elec-
tion

2 shops looted

at Shaheb Bazar
in Rajshahi
From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHIL, July 4: At
le were mjured and two |
elnlN IJ | Tl ;:fl_:l-]l} |-I l"l" |

rorists at Shaheb Bazar in the

least
Ii1r' ir:a i |
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I'he emergence ol rt‘giullell
parties at the cost of national
parties like Congress and BJP
served to highlight this issue
especially in the backdrop of
increasing aspirations for a
share in the power cake

While the regional parties in
certain states have defined
their concept of autonomy in
terms of devolution of more
powers for the state govern-
ments, the demand for greater
autonomy by the National
Conference, under the leader-
ship of Farooq Abdullah and
earlier his father Sheikh Ab-
dullah, have had serious impli-
cation lor India's national in-
tegrity and security.

The BJP itself publicly
favours devolution of powers to
the states but opposes tooth and
nail the autonomy resolution

passed by Jammu and Kashinir
See page |1 col 7

Tannery waste in city's Rayerbazar area poses a serious health hazard for the residents

there

sStar photo

C1y this noon

Ihe terrorists suddenly at- |
tacked two *~|i'-|1\~ heat up the |
salesinen and looted cloths

Other --\Il.,;u.-._\-“.--“ and ’
salesmen in the markel rushed
1o the spat and chased the gang :
They caught one of the gang |
members. identified as HE:HHL_ |
md beat him merciless|y '
Later the shopowners l
handed Ripon over to the police.

A case was [iled with Boalia
thana in this connection

The shopowners' association
in a press release has threat-
ened to lannch a greater niove-
ment if the terrorists were 1ot
arrested within a week.

Erratum

It was Inadvertently men-
tioned 1o a news item publishec

JJ._"
w3z}

in The Daily Star yesterday un- |

der the headline "ﬂmipur power
plant likely to start partial op-
€ration Irom June next" that
PDB would supply gas to the
ower plant. In fact, the gas will
e supplied by the Petrobangla
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3 terrorists
held with
arms 1n Ctg

CHITTAGONG, July 4: Three
terrorists were arrested by Chit-
tagong Metropolitan Police
(CMP) today. reports BSS.

Police also recovered one US
made point 9 mm pistol, nine
bullets and a microbus left by
miscreants in front of Chit-
tagong Medical College Hospital
(CMCH).

Acting on a tp-off, detec-
tives of CMP raided a house at
Madyva Halishaliar and arrested
terrorists Mubhammad Hanil
alias Senikka, 22, Muhammad
Shafli, 23. and Muahammad
Shatique, 19. One light gun,
four cartridges and three bullets
were also recovered from their
possession, The terrorists were
preparing for committing a da-
cofty in Halishahar area, police
sald.
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Repatriation uncertain

- 369 Myanmar nationals
languishing in jails

From Staff Correspondent

|

CHITTAGONG, July 4: Repa-

L triation ol 369 Mvanmar na-

tionals who have already co-
pleted their terms of lmpris-
omment has become uneertain
due to lack of clearance from
Myanmar's border guards
NASAKA, sald a governmenl
source,

They were arrested In the
last ten years on charges of ille-
gal tishing, poaching and tres-
passing and are now languisl-
ing in the jails in Chittagony.
Cox s Bazar, Noakhall, Comilla
and Mymensingh, the source
added.

On May 12 this year, 108
Mvanmar nationals who com-
pleted jail terms here were
pushed back into their home-
land following an inconclusive
llag meeting between the border
Fuurd officials of the two nelgh-
ouring countries at Teknaf
point, the source sald,

The Myanmar border gnard
officials declined' to take back
iifiﬁ nationals as they could not
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their

yvet verily and confirm
identities. the source Iarther
said.

BDR authorities lodged
protests with NASAKA in this
regard, but no clearance has so
lar been recelved agalnst those
J049 In*n[ilt', sources concerned

See page |1 col 8

Two hundi traders
arrested 1n Ctg

CHITTAGONG, July 4: CID
police arrested two hundi busi-
nessmen with some hundi slips
and Tk three lakh Irom in Iront
ol a Janata Bank branch in the
city's Tedy Bazar today, reports
UNB.

Police said the CID olflicers
challenged Mohammad Idris
and Abul Kashem while coming
oul of the bank at about 10:30
am and arrested them along
with 18 hundi slips and some
vouchers of {alse accounts.
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4 bills passed
without any
discussion

Parliament passed four bills !
withiout any discussion yester- |

day, reports UNB.

The bills are: The Trust
(Amendment) Bill, 2000, The
Securities and Exchange Com-
mission Bill, 2000, The Gov-
ernment Primary School
Teachers Welfare Trust
(Amendment) Bill, 2000 and
The Investment Cooperation of
Bangladesh (Amendment) Bill,
2000.

The House sent three bills to
the standing committee con-
cerned for scrutiny. The bills
are the Rangamati Parbatya
Zilla Parishad (Amendment)
Bill, 2000, the Khagrachhari
Parbatya Zilla Parishad
(Amendment) Bill; 2000 and the

Bandarban Parbatyva Zilla
Parishad (Amendment) Bill,
2000.

Dilip murder
Two members
ol BEF
held in city

The Special Branch (SB) ol
police yesterday arrested 1wo
persons from the city's Paik-
para area for their alleged in-
volvernent in the Kkilling ol
Sramajibi Mukti
leader Mir Ilias Hossain Dilip,
reports BSS ‘

Acling on a tip off, a team ol
SB led by ASP Khalilur Rahman
raided a house at Ahmed Nagar
in Paikpara and arrested two
alleged terrorists. They were
identified as Julhas alias Julu
and Mahbub alias Batu.

Police said the arrested per-
sons are the members of out-
lawed Purba Banglar Commu-

Andolon

Prime Minister tells JS

A cell will be formed
to implement PARC
recommendations

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said a cell
would be constituted to super-
vise the implementation of 137
recomunendations made by
Public Administration Reforms
Comimission to make the ad-
ministration more efficient
and dynamic, reports UNB.

Replying to a question fromn
Tahura Ali (AL) during the PM's
question hour in JS, Hasina
said the Commission started
functioning in January 1997
and submitted its first phase ol
final report in July last year.
The report includes 30 interim,
70 short-term and 37 long-term
recommendations.

She told the House that the

Commission's recommenda-
tions would be implemented in
phases.

In reply to a supplementary
from Mrs. Ali, the Prime Minis-
ter said the proposed cell would
be formed with competent per-
sons so that the recommenda-

lions could be executed effec- |
tively, but she would not say |

about the modality ol its com-
position. She assured that a
woman representative would be
included in the cell.

Hasina said her government
has already implemented sev-
eral interinm steps on priority
basis to infuse dynamism into
the administration.

The steps include account-
ability of the service sector. pol-
icy for promotion in senjor
posts, 2-day weekly holiday,
application receiving centre at
the Secretariat for quick set-
tlement of various problems of
the people, computer loan for
government officials, setting
computers and e-mail at divi-
sional and district administra-
tions to increase efficiency and
amendment to Government
Employees (Discipline and Ap-
peal) Provisions. 1985 and Gov-

See page 11 col B

nist Partv and were involved in |

terronist acts, including mur-
der. extortion and looting in
Jhenidah district.for long time.

Police produced the arrested
in the court of Metropolitan
Magistrate Kazi Meraj Hossain
and prayed for seven days' re-
mand. _

The magistrate granted four-
day remand after hearing both
the sides.

Shad Ershad
appears before
CMM's Court

By Court Correspondent
sShad Ershad, son of lormer
president H M Ershad, appeared
before the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's Court vesterday.

Shad was accused of abduct-
ing a teenaged girl. The next
date tor his appearance in the
same court has been fixed on
Aupgust 3,

He was arrested on March 4
on the basis of a case filed with
Gulshan police by the victim's
father. He was taken on a two-
day remand.

Rare animal
handed over
to Ctg Zoo

By Staff Correspondent

A two-week-old civet, found
by workers at an afforestation
project in Bhatiary., Chittagong
on Monday, has been handed
over to Chittagong Zoo.

The cub had apparently
strayed from its mother and
was traumaltised after losing its
way back when workers found
it, Engebert Grundemann , an
offfcial of Synergie
Foundation. Bangladesh said
vesterday.

The Foundation is working
in Bhatiary to recreate the lost
lorests in the area, planting 40
species of trees on 350 acre at
Sonachhari Dakhin Jangal
where a python was found re-
cently and handed over to the
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Concern over congestion at Ctg Port

CFTC proposes 5pc

rise in container fare

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. July 4: Chit-
tagong Feeder Trade Comunittee
(CFTC). a Singapore-based or-
ganisation of feeder vessel op-
erators, has expressed deep con-
cern over congestion at Chit-
tagong port.

CFTC in a fax message lo the
chairman of Chittagong port
yesterday pointed out the for
overstay of vessels due to con-
gestion at the port and urged
CPA to take urgent measures to
improve the situation, port
sources said today

Chittagong Port Authority
sent a reply to CFTC saying the
measures were already taken to
overcome the congestion.

CPA in its reply pointed out
that berths lor container ves-
sels were increascd to six from
five, four private stracdle carri-

ers brought in the jetty for use
and some more- private equip-
ment would operate shortly to
step up cargo handling opera-

tions. port sources said.

Chittagong port is facing
congestion for more than one
month forcing the vessels call-
ing here to be delayed for 10 to
15 days on an average.

Port sources said rain, rough
sea and increase in arrival of
ships with the rise of trade ac-
tivities, triggered the conges-
tion of vessels at both the jetties
and outer anchorage of Chit-
tagong port.

UNB adds: The CFTC also
proposed about 5 per cent rise in
container fare effective (rom
July 26.7

A CFT circular today said

additional charge on container

was imposed in view of price
hike of furnace oil.

It said additional charge of
US S 24 is to be paid for 20-feet
container and US S48 for 40-
[eet container.

Sharply reacting to the pro-

See page 11 col 8
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TOKYO, July 4. Japanese
Parliament voted today to let
Prime Minister Yoshiro Morl
Keep his post, ensuring the con-
tinuation of his party's public.
spending policies 1o turn
around the economy, reports
AP.

Mori appointed a new Cabi-
net later in the day but Kept the
saine three key ministers — for-
eign affairs, linance and eco-
nomic planning. Two women
were appointed, as construction
and environment ministers, up
from the previous one.

The retention of the key Cab-
inet members was aimed at
maintaining political stability
as Japan resuscitates its econ-
omy. Japan will also be playin
host to the July 21-23 Group o
Eight meeting of industrialised
nations on the sguthernmost
island of Okinawa,

Finance Minister Kiichi
Miyazawa expressed optimism
over new signs of economic re-
covery but urged continued vigi-
lance.

‘We must carefully watch
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Mori appoints
new cabinet

employment and consumer
spundluF," Mivazawa said. "I'm
hoping for a shilt by this au-
tuimn from a recovery led by
public spending to one driven
by private demand.”

Japan's economy grew by 0.5
per cent for the last fiscal year
ending In March after two con-
secutive years of contraction.

Also reappointed were For-
eign Minister Yohei Kono and
Economic Planning Agency
Chief Taichi Sakaiya.

The appointment of Chikage
Ogi as construction minister
was widely viewed as an at-
tempt by the government to
clean up the fmage of the power-
ful ministry that is embroiled
in a bribery scandal.

Eichi Nakao was arrested
last week on charges of accept-
ing bribes from a construction
company while he was con-
‘struction minister in 1996

"This is not a post that a
woman would have gotten uin-
der usual circumstances.” Ogi
told reporters after her ap-
pointment. "What happened
was unbelievable.”
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Agri subsidy to
continue despite

objection from
donors: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said in par-
liament that her government
would continue subsidy to agri-
culture sector despite objection
from donors, reports UNB,

She also assured that there
would not be any problem for
peasants as long as Awami
League is in power.

“I didn't accept the World
Bank's condition while | was in
the Opposition. Despite their
objections. I am giving subsidy
to agriculture... If donors don't

give any fund, I will give it frﬂ:niﬂ . |

our own resources.” the Prime
Minister said responding to a
question from Abdul Latif
Mirza. ' :
Hasina said her government
ave subsidy amounting to Tk
11 crore for fertiliser import
in past four vears. Unfortu-
nately the past BNP govern-
ment did not give any substan-
tial subsidy to the agriculture
sector, she said.

The Prime Minister said Tk
100 crore has been earmarked
in the new budget for fiscal
2000-2001 as subsidy for fer-
tiliser. The amount may vary
depending on demand.

Giving a breakup of fertiliser
subsidy, she said Tk 162 crore
was given in 1996-97, Tk 122
crore in 1997-98, Tk 27 crore in
1998-99 and Tk 100 crore in
1999-2000.

The Primme Minister said the
Begum Khaleda Zia's govern-
ment provided a nominal Tk
1.5 crore as subsidy in 199]1-92
and 92-93. As a matter of fact,
she said. 18 farmers were
gunned down by the BNP gov-
ernment for demanding fer-
tiliser.

Ctg Mass Killing

Deposition of 7
witnesses
complete

CHITTAGONG. July 4: Two
more witnesses of the Chit-
tagony mass killing case made
depositions as the hearing be-
gan at Additional Metropolitan
Sessions Judge Court here today
after 25 days, reports UNB.

The witnesses who made
their depositions are Kazi Sha-
habuddin Ahmed and Ishak
Dukhu Miah, who were then
OCs of Kotwali and Chandgaon
thanas respectively. With them,
seven witnesses completed their
depositions.

Seven accused in the case
were present during the hear-

ing.
E’.Jud e AM M Sayed rejected

' an application questioning the

validity of PP Kamaluddin's
appearance in the case. The ap-

Ficatiun was submitted Dby
'Ehsanul Haq Hena. counsel for
the accused.

In their depositions. the two
witnesses claimed their efforts
to save the then Leader of the
Opposition. Sheikh Hasina dur-
ing
January 24, 1988.

Bodies of those who were .
killed on the day were burnt
under the supervision of Pa-
trolling Officer GC Mondol in a
bid to destroy the evidences.

they added.

PPP demands
early polls

ISLAMABAD. July 4. For
mer Pakistani prisue muuster
Benazir Bhutto's tnt) aide.
Makhdoom Amin Fahim. mel
military ruler General Pervez
Musharraf today and demanded
an end to political victimisa-
tion. party officials said, re
ports AFP, o

Fahim, Pnkisllnn Peoples
Party (PPP) vice chairmnian. aiss
reiterated the party's dema no
for early-elections. S
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