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BIP seminar: Bangladesh Institute of Peace (BIP)
will hold a seminar on "Bangladesh in the 21st century:
Hopes and Prospects” in observation of its 5th founding
anniversary. Chief guest: Industries Minister Tofail
Ahmed. Venue: National Museum. Time: 5:00 pm.

Publication ceremony: the publication
ceremony of two books — ‘Ava’ and "The Stage in Yours' by
Saveema T Hasan Torl will be held. Chief guest: Finance
Minister Shah A M S Kibria. Publisher: National Publication,
Venue: VIP Lounge, National Press Club. Time: 4:50 pin.

Lecture: A lecture on ‘Global Energy Scenario and
Bangladesh Situation' will be delivered by Prof Dr M Nurul Is-
lam. IAT Director. Venue: Seminar Room (1st tloor) of Institute
of Appropriate Technology (IAT) on BUET campus. Time: 3 pm,

Opening ceremony: The opening ceremony of
BRAC Limb and Brace Fitting Centre will be held. Venue: 22/11,
Block-B, Mohammadpur Housing Estate, Mirpur Road. Time: 10

am.
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Seminar: A day-long study based seminar on "Problem

antd Prospect of Women Union Parishad Member in exercising

their role in Union Parishad for the empowerment of women”

will be held. Organiser: Mass-line Media Centre (MMC). Keynote
aper: Quazi Moushumi Hossain and Zannatul Ferdous
nigdha. Venue: LGED Seminar Room. Time: 10 am.

Ghazal evening: Alliance Francaise de Dhaka will

Health Minister Sheikh Fa-
zlul Karim Selim yesterday said
the government is actively con-
sidering the introduction of
health Insurance throughout
the country to ensure better
health for all, reports BSS.

“"We are acutally now work-
ing on introduction of health
insurance particularly for
those below the poverty line
and with that end in view we are
currently examining the expe-
riences of the South and South
Asfan countries,” he sald
adding that those countries had
successiully provided Insurance
facilities for their peoples.

The minister was inaugurat-
ing a three-day international
conference on the "Health Sec-
tor Reform: Equity Efficiency
and Sustainability” at ‘a hotel
?'ester{lay morning. Leading
1ealth and demographic ex-
perts of 14 countries of the
world are taking part in the
conference.

"We have already taken pro-
gimnuue-bnscd approach under
the Health and Population Sec-
tor Programme (HPSP) since
1998 on the basis of three fun-
damental principals like reduc-
ing maternal mortality rate
and illness, expanding and

continuing the present repro-
ductive health r[lluri. and redue-
ing the Infections diseases
rafe,” he sald.

Referring to the expansion of
health service activities and
cost-effectiveness, the health
minister sald construction
work of the community clinics,
one each for 6,000 people at
village-level is going on in full
swing to make available pri-
mary health care at the
doorsteps of the rural people.

Health Secretary Saved
Alamgir Farrouk Chowdhury
iresided over the inaugural
unction of the conference
while State Minister for Health
and Family Welfare Dr M
Amanullah, Vice Chancellor of
Dhaka University Prol A K
Azad Chowdhury. British High
Commisstoner Dr David Carter,
Additional Health Secretary
Dhiraj Kumar Nath and Dr
Kaemthong Indaratna from
Chulalonghorn Unlversity ol
Thailand spoke on the occasion

as special guests.

State Minister for Health
and Family Welfare Professor
Dr M Amanullah sald priority
has been given to adequate
funding for maternal health
service to increase its access ol

Frescnt a live Ghazal evening by Mesbah. Venue: Alliance
rancaise premises. Time: 7 pm.

Film festival: chalachitram Film Society in

association with Information and Culture Departinent of the
Indian High Commission inaugurates a week-long film festival
titled "The Glorious Past of Our Films." Megher Onek Rang by
Harunur Rashid will be screened on the first day. Venue: Indian
High Commission auditorium. House No. 25, Road No. 2,
Dhanmondi R/A. Time: 5:00 pm.

Light rain likely

Light rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary
gusty wind is likely at a few places over Sylhet division and at
one or two places over Chittagong, Rajshahi. Dhaka. Barisal
and Khulna divisions till 6 pin today. reports UNB.

Day temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the
country during the period. Met office said.

The country's highest temperature recorded vesterday was
35.8 degree Celsius at Jessore and Iswardi and the lowest 25 .2
degree Celsius at Srimongal.

he sun sets in the capital today at 6.50 pm and rises
tomorrow at 5.16 am.

Maximum and minimum temperature and hwunidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius percentage

Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 35.0 29.0 71 o7
Chittagong 343 26.7 ; 84 72
Rajshahi 35.1 274 [ . 76
Khulna B8, 264 00 zadhat ent ~re1 0 !
Barisal, | MR G 26M e vl s 61 \ 4
Sylhet 34.2 AT 89 o}
Cox's Bazar 348 26.0 - 7
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rated the project on Sunday at
Uttarkhan Katrchkura by

Maizbhandari

Foundation handing over five rickshaws to
Maizbhandar Rahmania Bt il

Moinia Foundation (RMF), a Speaking briefly on the oc-

voluntary organisation. re-  casion. Syed Moinuddin Aluned

cently launched a rickshaw
project under which it will pro-
vide rickshaws to destitute and
poor people in the outskirts of
the capital, reports BSS.

The chief patron of the foun-
dation and president of Ahle
Sunnat Al Jamat Shah Sufi
Moulana Syed Moinuddin
Ahmed Maizbhandari inaugu-

said Islam is religion of hu-
manity not of leading a luxuri-
ous life, The Awalia-e-keram
always works to reduce the gap
between the rich and the poor
he said adding that RMF has
launched the rickshaw project
with a view to creating income
generating opportunities for the

poor people.

Five Rotary Clubs of Rotary International District 3280,
Bangladesh were adjudged outstanding clubs for their
performance in 1999-2000. Seen in the picture are
Rotarian Golam Mostofa, president of Rotary Club of
Dhaka Cosmopolitan (L) and Rotarian Mamun Chowd-
hury, president of Rotary Club of Dhaka Mid City (R)

with assistant governor of Zone-10 Rotarian A K M
Shamsuddin (C).

Rallies at DU
protesting sexual

harassment

By Staff Correspondent
A number of student organi-
sations yesterday held rallies
and brought out processfons on
the Dhaka University campus
protesting sexual harassment
of girl stndents.
They demanded trial and
punishment of those who were
involved in the sexual abuse of a
girl student on the campus last
month.
The student organisations
also demanded establishment
of a cell on the campus for regis-
tering complaints on sexual ha-
rassment.

The nr%mnsatmus include

Bangladesh Chhatra [Federa-
tion, Kendrio Gonotantrik
Chhatra Oikya and Platform .
for Resisting Sexual Harass-
ment and Terrorism.
Alliance of Five Student Or-
ganisations will also bring out
procession on the campus today
protesting sexual harassment,

Phensidyl seized

From Our Correspondent

Sonargaon Thana police re-
covered 375 bottles of phensidyl
from a buns near Kanchpur

bridge on Dhaka-Sylhet high-

way on Tuesday morning.

They said, that the bottles
were discovered when around 6
am the police searched a Dhaka
bound passenger bus near
Sonargaon filling station.

Police seized the phensidyl
bottles and arrested the driver

Nasirnddin, 30, and another
passenger, Sirajul Islam. in

this connection.
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Health insurance for all
poor people soon: Selim

Imnr women for safe child
wrth.
"We already recognised

deadly diseases like HIV/AIDS.
arsenie, tuberculosis and lep-
rosy.” Amanullah said, adding
that significant programmes
have already been taken to ere-
ale awarcr 5 among the people
to prevent o diseases.

Referring o the subject of
the conference and the negative
impact of globalisation Vice
Chancellor Prof Chowdhiury
sald this Is the proper time (o
take signiticant inftiatives (o
ensure safe health for all.,

Referring to lack of educa-
tion of masses, British envoy
Dr David Carter lald emphasis
on conducive academic atmo-
sphere in educational Institu-
tions from where people will get
proper knowledge which in turn
will help them understand the
health situation.

A total of 350 persous, from
home and abroad, are taking
part in the international con-
lerence, USA. UK. Nepal, India.
Thailand, Singapore, 5ri
Lanka, Bhutan, South Alrica.
llong Kong, the Philippines,
Japan, China and Switzerland
are taking part.

Yasmin Zaman Brett
been elected

Turkish mother and her fa-
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Bangladesh Chhatra Federation held a protest
procession In the city yesterday to denounce the recent

rape incident on DU campus.

— Star photo

e ———

Gonotantrik Chhatra Oikya brought out a procession on
the DU campus yesterday denouncing the recent rape

incident on the campus.

— Star photo

Environment and Forest
Minister Syeda Sajeda Chowd-
hury has said that different
species of wild animals of the
Sundarbans were on the verge
of extinction, threatening its
bio-diversity, reports UNB.

"Two species of amphibia, 14
of reptiles, 25 species of birds
and five mammals are facing
extinction from the Sundar-
bans, the world's largest man-
grove forest,” she told an incep-
tion report presentation cere-
mony of the Sundarbans Bio-
diversity Conservation Project
(SBCP) yesterday.

The minister called upon lo-
cal and foreign scientists and
experts to contribute more to
the sustainable scientific man-
agement development of the

Sundarbans, which was de-
clared a world heritage zone by
the UNESCO.

She said that the project was
taken up in 17 thanas within 20
kilometres from the Sundar-
bans, considering the threat to
bio-diuversity and ecological
balance.

"The government has taken
up several effective steps for the
development of the Sundgrbans
as trees and animals in the for-
est are no more safe,” she said.

She said the beauty and bio-
diversity of Sundarbans are be-
ing damaged due to theft of for-
est recourses by illegal intrud-
ers and ecological balance is be-
ing destroved by cutting down
ol trees, especially Sundari
trees.,

Wild species of animals on
verge of extinction: Sajeda

Threat to bio-diversity of Sundarbans

Referring to the governnient
decision to stop felling of trees
from natural forests in the next
five years, the minister hoped
that the government will be
able to play a positive role in
this regard in the future.

State Minister for Environ-
ment and Forest H N Ashiqur
Rahman has said that forest
land of the country is being re-
duced gradually to meet the de-
mand for firewood and agricul-
tural land of the increasing
population

Deputy Resident Representa-
tive of Asian Development
Bank Omkar Seresta. team
leacder of SBCP Robert Elis and
Project Director A Z M Shamsul
Flnda also took part in the dis-
cussion

Two shot
In city
By Staff Correspondent

A school student and a
housewife were shot I separate
incidents in the city yesterday.

The victims were identified
as Bayazid Islam, 15, a student
of class ten in St. Gregor
School and Jahanara, 22, wife
of Shahidul Islam.

The incident took place
when Bayazid was returning to
his home at about 5 pm yester-

-day. At that time two local gang

Obituary

Dr Khandakar Shahidul of miscreants started firin
Azim died on Monday night at  each other and Bayazid receive
the Bangabandhu Medical Un|- bullet in his waist.
versity Hospital. He was 51, The victim was rushed to the
Says a press release., Dhaka Medical College Hospl-

Dr Azim was suffering from  tal,

 viral fever.
His qulkhwani will be held
on July 7 at his residence at

House no 826, Road no 48,

lul Aman Housing Soclety,

In another Incident, house-
wife Jahanara of North Golap-
bagh in the city received hullgl
while she was going to a nearby
stationery to purchase oil yes-

US most vital
trading partner
of Bangladesh

Foreign Minister Abdus
oamad Azad yvesterday said that
the United States is the most
important trading partner ol
Bangladesh, reports BSS.

‘Our bilateral trade is
rapidly growing and the trade
volume between the two coun-
iries has Increased from a mere
LIS dollar 654 million in 1991 -
92 to over US dollar 2.2 billion
in the fiscal 1998-99 " he said at
a function held in the city to
celebrate the 224th Indepen-
dence Day of the United States
of America.

He sald that the United
sStates hias also Increased its in-
vestment in Bangladesh sub-
stantially. From a paltry US
dollar 20 million In 1995, the
US Investments have exceeded
S dollar 750 million and.
hopefully, wany more millions
are in the pipeline, Azad said,
adding most of the US fivest-
ments have been in the vital en-
ergy and power sector.

The Foreign Minister also
sald Bangladesh and the United
States enjoy excellent rela-
tions,

‘I should say that in the
wake of the visit of President
Clinton to Bangladesh. onr rela-
tions are now better thian ever
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(Govt identifies 3,119 persons
mfected by arsenic poisoning

The government so far {den-
tified 3,119 persons infected by
arsenic polsoning, reports UNI.

The government is conduct-
Ing a phase-wise countrywide
survey to identify arsenic con-
taminated tubewells and ar-
senlc affected patients under
the ongoing Bangladesh Ar-
senic Mitigation Water Supply
Project. :

Deputy Leader of the House
and LGRD Minister Zillur Rah-
man told this in parllament
vesterday, replying to two sepa-
rate questions of Alamgir
Halder Khan (BNP) and Kazi
sekandar All [AL). Both MPs
were absent from the House.

Hajl Mohammad Selim of
AL Introduced Kazi Sekandar

All's question while Alamgir
Halder's question remalned
tabled.

‘If the arsenic level of the
waler of a tubewell crosses 0.05
MC/litre, we take precantionary
measure marking it with red
paint and if the level Is lower we
mark it with green paint,” said
the minister,

However, later replying to
Mir Shakhwat All Daru (AL),
Zillur Rahman said that the
government was also scaling

the arsenic contaminated tuhe-
wells

Mt

‘k-uwhlle. the project' au-

district to mark the day,

thoritles have completed suryvey

in 813 villages of 6 upazillas —
Uzlrpur, Bheramara, lswardi,
Gopalgan|, Golapganj and Haji-
ganj.

Under the survey, so far
39.433 out of 87,177 tubewells
were found contaminated by ar-
senic and 3,119 persons have
been identified as arsenic in-
[ected .

Replying to Hajl Selimm. the
minister said that all the ar-
senie patients have been given
proper treatment,

He also Informed the House
that under the same project an-
other 60 upazillas have been
selected for next round of the
survey, A total of primarily
suspected 211 upazillas would
come under the survey.

Death anniversary

The fiith death
anniversary ol
Justice Md An-
sar All will be
observed to-
day, says a pre-
58 release,
Qurankhwani
and mitad mah.
Jil will be held
i his village home at Naogaon

sy

has
the Deputy
Mayor of Enfield, London
recently. Her election has
received great prominence in
the Turkish media and the
European edition of the
largest circulated, Turkish
daily Hurriyet. Yasmin has a

ther 1s a former ambassador
of Bangladesh and a colum-
nist of The Daily Star.

Faulty transformer
causes power

disruption
In City
By Staff Correspondent
The DESA control room

claimed that there was no load-
shedding in the city yvesterday
but residents of many areas
complained that they faced
power disruption several times
for hours together

“Officially we did not main-
tain any loadshedding in the
areas under DESA command
yesterday but there was some
disruption in power supply due
to poor lines and over loading.”
said an official

He further said that due to
weak lines power supply was
disrupted in some areas causing
around 20 megawatt loadshed-
ding, he claimed.

The worst affected areas
were Tejgaon, Kakrail, Parib-
agh, Elephant Road and Dhan-
mondi residential areas, he
said. The main reason of dis-
ruption in power supply was
mechanical problem at a trans-
former at Ulan.

The transformer will be re-
placed very soon and situation
will improve following that. the
olficial added

From page |
ter the Cabinet meeting.
Farooq Abdullah. the top
‘elected " officia ol Jaihimu-

Kashmir, mef with Vajpavee
just before the meeting. Details
of their talks were not immedi-
alely known.

Vajpayee's BJP and the main
opposition Congress party have
both opposed the autonomy
demand. The plan also has been
rejected by Kashmiri militant
groups in the state as well as by
neighbouring Pakistan — which
says Kashmir is part of its terri-
tory.

Since 1989, militan! groups
in the Indian-held region have
been fighting to separate the
state from India. Some of them
want it annexed with Pakistan.
others favor an independent
status

The All Party Hurrivat Con-
ference, an umbrella group of 32
political parties, religious
groups and former rebel organi-
sations, wants Kashmiris to
determine the status of their re-
gion, which was guaranteed in a
L'nited Nations resolution in
1948

The Hurriyvat wants the dis-
pute to be resolved through
talks involving India. Pakistan
and Kashmiris — whom it
claims to represent.

Nasim

trom page |
she kept mum when terrorists
fought gun battle at Dhaka Uni-
versity, leaving one Killed.”

“How could she give a state-
ment when Chhatra Dal work-
ers shed blood on the canipus
and when one person, while
making bomb, dies at the BNI’
rt-nrrni—ut'fi{'v'f’" asked Nasim

He accused the BNP hierar-
chy of deploying outsiders to
rehabilitate the PRintu group
against the Laltu group in the
JCD at the DU.

Quoting the DU authorities,
the home minister told the
House that the university suf-
fered most from terrorism dur-
ing the regiime ol Khaleda Zia.
“The Chhatra Dal gunfight in-
terrupted four years of peace at
Dhaka University.”

Citing DU statistics, he said
at least 12 people were killed in
factional fights in the JCD and
more than 100 incidents of
armed terrorism took place
during the regime of Khaleda
Zia,

Nasim said the opposition
leader has joined hands with
the killers of Bangabandhu who
are financing the current street
agitation ol her party

Night guard

From page |
tal. where he died at about 2:30
am, hospital sources said.

Some sources at the hospital
clafmed that Ali died due to
lack of prompt treatment. De-
spite rr‘}mntt.‘:l] attempts, DMCH
authorities could not be con-
tacted for their comments in
that regard.

None could be arrested in
connection with the incident,
police said last night.

Mirpur police recovered the
body of Afzal Rahman, 15, from
a passenger bus at Gabtall yes-
terday alternoon. He was the
son ol Mona Mallik of Bha-
Fulpur in Rajbari Sadar. The
s came trom Faridpur.

The body was sent DMCH fgr
autopsy. police sald.

From page |
cities. However, Dhaka sulfers
from serlous traffic congestion
largely due to the absolute lack
of roads, Inadequale road net-
work configuration and ineffi-
clent traffic management.

The Japanese experts sug-
gested for short-term and long-
term measures to lmprove air
quality. Replacement of two-
stroke engine vehicles and in-
troduction of compressed natu-
ral gas (CNG)-operated public
bus could be a remedy, they
sald.

“There is an Increasing de-
mand of public mass trans-
portation in Dhaka and an en-
vironmentally sound option is
to introduce CNG operated bus,”
sald Md. Masud Karim, a JBIC
consultant, in his keynote pa-
per on the status of air quality
and state-of-the-art control
measures in Dhaka.

He recommended for renova-
tion of Eastern Refinery to fa-
cilitate supply of lead-free
petrol and low-sulphur diesel,
as a long-termm measure. The
government can go for conver-

BT'IB opens one
point service
centre at Gulshan

A one-point service centre at
Gulshan telephone exchange
and a new revenue office in Mo-
hakhali wireless compound
were opened vesterday to pro-
vide better services to arouurl
40.000 telephone subscribers in
the locality, reports BSS

.
Saifur
From page |
during BNP's rule. revenue
growth was more than 15 per
cent while expenditure grew by
9 per cent.”

On government borrowing
from the banking system. Sai-
fur sald Awami League govern-
ment borrowed more than BNP
government.

Quoting from Bangladesh
Bank documents, he said BNP
in its first four years (1991-95|
in office borrowed Tk 4184
crore where as in three years
and nine months (till March
2000) AL government borrowed
TK 11090 crore from the bank-
ing system.,

Quoting from a World Bank
document, Saifur said, in first
six month (July 99 to December
99) of the last financial year the
government borrowed Tk 2500
crore from the banking systen

Saifur also refuted Kibria's
allegation that BNP and Ziaur
Rahman were responsible for
the default culture

“Surprisingly, he
does not say anvthing against
Ershad and ‘his ‘Gecomplices
who created this problem
(defaulted loans). When BNP
was toppled in March 1982
classified loans totalled Tk
| 800 crore. When it returned to
power in 1991, it was Tk 18000
crore

The former finance minister
sald, during BNP's first four
vears in office. average annual
export growth was 20 per cent,
which came down to 10 per cent
during AL's four vears

Criticising the Finance Min-
ister, Saifur. a lawmaker. said
"Kibria used unparliamentan
language in parliament against
Opposition leaders in their ab-
SCIICC

“In fact I did not want to say
anvthing on the budget and in-
volve mvsell in any debate as
we are not in parliament
Economists said a lot. But the
Finance Minister pulled me
into this by using abusive words
agamst us,

“l never termed him illiter-
ate or ignorant. What | said is
that he is totally ignorant and
illiterate about fiscal mecasnres

"He is a good diplomat and |
respect himm. But he could not
prove his skill in the unfamil-
iar world of finance.”

In a democracy, every citizen
has the right to criticise the fi-
nance minister and for that the
person doesn’'t have to be an ex-
pert in financial matters or an
cconomist, Saifur said.

BNP leaders including its
Scvcretary General Abdul Man
nan Bhuivan, M Morshed Khan
and lormer finance secretary
Enam Ahmed Chowdhury were
present

More power
From page 12

Assembly saving that, it ac-
cepted by lederal government
and parliament, it would lead to
disintegration of India.

What has boosted BJP is that
Abdullah’s greater autonomy
demand has not found support
from the regional parties which
have traditionally been at the
forefront of ‘more powers to the
states’ campalgn.

Parties like AKali Dal. DMK,
TDP and MDMK (a small party
in Tamil Nadu), which are con-
stituents of ruling BJP-led al-
llance, have made it clear that
they disagree with the content
of the resolution adopted by
Jammu and Kashmir assembly.

Abdullah. on the other hand,
sought to allay the fears that
the resolution constituted the
first step towards secession of
Jammuo and Kashmir,

“The accession of Jammu
and Kashmir to India is final
and irrevocable, We do not want
to secede from India, * Abdullah
told reporters two days back.

But the Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister continues to be
under attack both from main
opposition Congress and ruling
BJP. The Congress has said that
it Is against even a discussion
in parliament on the autonomy
resolution as passed by Jammu
and Kashmir assembly,

BJP president Kushbhau
Thakre met Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee soon after
the latter's return from abroad
and conveyed to him the party's
opposition to the autonomy
resolution.
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Relocate sectt

sion of vehicles and refuelling
station Infto CNG-based ones
and development of trans-
ortation infrastructure, added
arim.

The Bang]
nese expert also su
implementation of a green
agenda for the citizens of
Dhaka and an integrated ap-
proach to improve the capital
city s environment.

The experts sald coordina-
tion among development part-
ners Is necessary to avold du-
plication of approaches. Imme-
diate replacement of two
stroke-engine vehicles by four-
stroke engines, reduction of
lead and sulphur content in
fuel, use of natural gas In urban
traffic fleets and enmuragjnF
transport infrastructure devel-
opment in private finance can
do the trick.

Communications Minister
Anwar Hossain, who attended
the inaugural function as the
chief guest, identified exodus of
rural people to the capital as
one of the most serious urban
problems.

He said the government was
under tremendous pressure to
let the two-stroke engine vehi-
cles ply in rural areas when |t
banned those. But that alone
would not solve the gigantic
problem, Hossaln said.

He said the government is
implementing a set of compo-
nents under the Dhaka Urban
Transport Project to improve
the city’'s transportation and
environment.

Japanese Ambassador in
Bangladesh Kazuyoshi Urabe in
his speech said Japanese in-
vestors in Dhaka mostly com-
plain about Dhaka’'s trans-
portation problem.

ERD Secretary Mashiur
Rahman and the chief represen-
tative of JBIC also spoke on the
occasion.

Earlier. Kazuo Hishida,
Technical Advisor of JBIC, pre-
sented a keynote paper titled
Experience on Air Pollution
Contirol in Tokyo Metropolis.

CFTC concerned

From page 12

adesh-born Japa-
ested for

posed container charge hike,
the business community in
Dhaka today said they would
oppose the move.

We are already charged
much higher compared to other*
areas of the world,” sald a gar-
ments exporter. "Any addi-
tional charge will seriously af-
fect our export, and we shall op-
pose it."

The details ol the proposal
were yet to be known. The busi-
ness community will take nec-
essary steps once details are
available, he added.

Repatriation

From page 12

said

Efforts are on to take up the
issue of repatriation of 369
Mvyanmar nationals at foreign
ministry level, they added.

Meanwhile, over 500 other
Mvanmar nationals are report-
edly staving in different jails as
under-trial prisoners after ar-
rest on different charges.

Goods train
From page |

pur and Darshana-Gethe,
through which Bangladesh
Railway (BR) carried 63.000
metric tons of export items and
17 lakh metric tons of imported
goods last vear

coon after the agreement
both the sides said with the re-
vival of the agreement trans-
portation costs will come down
remarkably. "Tralfic congestion
at Benapole border land port
will be eased as businessmen

are expected to prefer rail
rather than trucks®™ Abdur
Rahim DG, BR. said. Replving

to 4 question on mtroduction of
passenger train on the ronte he
said It 1.1&1111:4;1\ on (wo gov-

ernments
KNM

Fromn page |

transported to the mill undis
turbed.

It is definitely a sabotage
Agents of saboteurs are active to
ruin Asia’s biggest newsprint
mill at Khulna, which once
produced 120 tonnes of export
quality newsprint daily”, said a
local member of parliament
from the ruling party. "Any sort
of conspiracy against the mill
will be crushed at any cost”

Meanwhile. Alhaj Liaquat
Ali. Editor of Dainik Purban-
chal and a central leader of
Bangladesh Sangbadpatra
Parishad, appealed to the Prime
Minister to intervene to resolve
the crisis in KNM and save the
newspapers. He also appealed
the government to probe the
suspension of production,

PM: PARC

From page 12

ernment Employees Provision,
1979.
Upazilas

The Prime Minister in-
formed the House that new up-
azilas were created at DumKi in
Patuakhali, Mujibnagar in
Meherpur and Meghna In
Comilla. A decision was taken
to set up two more new upazilas
at Ashuganj in Brahmanbaria
and Matlab (uttar) in Chandpur
as part of the decentralisation
programime.

§E‘fuillt5. 32 new police sta-
tions and 50 police inquiry cen-
tres were set up during the pre-
sent government, she said.

In reply to a supplementary
from Abul Kashem (AL). the
Prime Minister said upazila
administration would be pro-
vided with computers after dis-
trict administration. She said
computers are given to educa-
tional institutions for basic
computer training ol sg¢hool
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