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PLO vows to implement
Palestinian state in Sept

GAZA CITY, July 4: Bowin
to pressure from a majority o
Palestine Liberation Organisa-
tion members, the Palestinians
vowed to {mplement an Inde-

ndent state on September 13,
geooo. despite the risk of violent
clashes with Israel. reports

FP.
The PLO's 129'5trmlF Cen-
tral Council, which concluded a
two-day meeting in Gaza City
around midnight I:'li::udny,
romised to implement Its con-
le over all of plhc West Bank
and Gaza Strip on September
13. the deadline for a final
ace deal.

“The establishment and im-
plementation of a Palestinian
state on the territories occupled
by Israel on June 4 1967 will
happen on September 13.°
Saltm Zanun, head of the Cen-
tral Council said. reading from
the legislative body's final
statement.

“The Central Council. as we
approach the end of the interim

ﬁase on the coming September
ll’.'.i. asks the PLO Executive
Committee to take the neces-
sary steps to implement an in-
dependent state and IS
. sovereiguty on the land of

Palestine with Its capital vl
holy Jerusalem during this pe-
rfod.” Zanun added.

Israel has warned that vio-
lent confrontations could erupt

-~ {f the Palestinians announce

statehood without an agree-
mnis-
‘ter Ehud Barak said that the
Jewish state would respond by

y -

Head of the Palestine Liber-
ation Organisation (PLO)
central council Salim Zanun
reads the final statement
adopted by the PLO’s 129-
member central council after

two days of meetings in Gaza
City yesterday.— AFP photo

annexing large chunks of the
occupled territories.

The United States on Mon-
day also refterated {ts opposi-
tion to "unilateral actions.”

Officials close to Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat had previ-
ously indicated during the
closed-door PLO meeting that
they favoured leaving the date
for the statehood proclamation
open in order to give more time
for last ditch US efforts to or-

Faniae a peace-saving summil
n Washington.

Council members, however,
siressed that an "absolute ma-
jority" of the PLO sugpnrtu!
declaring statehood on Septem-
ber 13 regardless of the cost.

Barak has said that only a
summit In Washington can
achieve pregress In the halted
negotiations, but the Palestini-
ans want more land and a new
batch of prisoners to be releascd
first.

Arafat did agree In a phone
conversation with US President
Bill Clinton late Monday, how-
ever, to hold "intensive contacts
in the coming days," according
to Arafat aide Nabil Abu
Rudeina,

Senior Palestinian negotia-
tor Saeb Erakat denied media
reports that the United States
had proposed new dates for a
possible Arafat-Barak-Clinton
summit,

Israel and the Palestinjans
agreed In Egypt last year to
wrap up peace talks between
them in September, but remain
deeply divided over all of the
key Issues, Including the size
and shape of a future Pales-
tinlan state, control over
Jerusalem and the fate of mil-
llons of Palestinian refugees,

The Palestinians currently
control, either partially or
completely, about 40 per cent of
the West Bank and 65 per ceut of
the Gaza Strip and it is not clear
exactly how they will try to im-
pose thelr control over the rest
on September 13,

C

hina, US to restart arms

proliferation talks

BEIJING, July 4: China said
today it would this week resume
weapons proliferation talks
with the United States that were
suspended after NATO bombed
the Chinese Embassy in Yu-
goslavia last year, reports AFP.

"US Undersecretary of State
John Holum will visit China on
July 7 and 8 and hold talks with
Vice Foreign Minister Wang
Guangyao on national security
and arms control {ssues,” For-
eign Ministry spokesman Sun
Yuxi said at a routine briefing.

The talks will be the first
since five US missiles slammed
into the Chinese Embasslv in
Belgrade in May 1999, killing
three and injuring over 20 em-
bassy |n=rsunnc].

NATO and the United States

| BRIEFLY

called the bombing a “tragic
niistake.” but Chinese officials
still harbour suspicions that
the guided missile attack re-
sulted from Beljlngs adamant
urpﬂslllun to NATO's bombing
of Yugoslavia, which was not
sanctioned by the United Na-
tions.

Sun declined further com-
ments on the specifics and na-
ture of the upcoming talks. In
previous meetings Washington
routinely expressed concerns
over Chinese arms sales and
weapon's technology coopera-
tion with Iran and Pakistan,
while Beijing complained about
US weapons sales to Taiwan.

The spokesman meanwhile
clismissed reports that have re-

cently appeared in the US press
L

Mori to visit India,

s L
Pakistan: .. aese

Prime Minister Yoshiro Mori plans to visit India and Pakistan
in August to urge them to sign a nuclear test ban treaty, a

newspa

per said ‘Fucsday. AFP reports from Tokyo.

Mori will “strongly urge the two countries to sign the CTBT
(the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty)", outlawing nuclear tests,
the Sankef Shimbun said quoting government and ruling
alliance party sources. Japan's government says it cannot con-

sider liftin
Pakistan wh

its two-year-old sanctions against India and
the two countries refuse to sign the treaty.

. . o L]
Taiwan mayor may visit China:
The mayor of Talwan's second-largest city accepted an
invitation to visit the southeast Chinese city of Xiamen this
month, the Taiwanese mayor's spokesman said Tuesday, AP

reports from Taipel.

The invitation could be a new effort by China to rely more on
visiting Taiwanese legislators and local officials to improve
ties between the two sides, which split amid civil war 51 years

%. Frank Hsieh, mayor of the sou
o

ern Taiwanese port city of

hsiung, accepted an Invitation from Xiamen Mayor Zhu
Yayan to visit the Chinese city, sald Corey Chen. the mayor's

special supervisor attache.

516]]&1 iIl Ammn Vi01mce= Five people

were killed in the latest outbreak of rell

gious violence as

security officers continue to confiscated lllegal weapons from
residents in this port city, the local milifary commander said

Tuesday, AP
Col

reports from Ambon.
ade Yassa confirmed that five people died in fighting

late Monda{ahctween gangs of Christians and Muslims in

Ambon'a_ Po

district about 12 kilometers from the city centre.,

Quakes shake Ja

Earthquakes peaking at 5.3 on

anese islands:

e Richter scale jolted tiny

Japanese islands (n the Pacific on Tuesdav n
volcano. AFP reports from Tokyo. T e

The epicentre of the quake, which struck at 3:53

p.n. {1253

BST). was 10 kilometres below the seabed off the islands of Ni-

Hima and
The earth

Kozushima. sald a meteorological a ency official.
uakes followed an eruption warning June 26 in the

nearby volcanic island of Miyakejina, which has since béen

lifted

Japanese observers walk

South Pacific Whale Sanctua

sanctuary proposed by Australia and New Zealand fail
ters majority of the commission after heavy lobbying of

Norway.

that China is helping Pakistan

develop long-range missiles ca-
nuclear

pable of carrying
weapons.
"Allegations that China ex-
ported missile technology to
Pakistan are unfounded and

based on ulterior motives,” Sun

Two Koreas
prepare for
Kim Jong-Il's
visit to Seoul

SEOUL. July 4: North and
South Korea will hold high-
level talks this month to pre-
are for a visit to Seoul by
!\urlh Korea's leader K Jong-
Il. the South's unification min-
ister sald today. reports AFP.

“The high-level talks will
open this month.” Unificntion
Minister Park Jae-Kyvu told a
group of lawmakers,

Park sald the two sides had
set two months to prepare
South Korean President Kim
Dac-Jun%‘s visit to Pyongyvang
last month but the period was
too short,

He noted Kim Jong-1l had
promised to visit Seoul follow-
ing Kim Dae-Jung's visit.

"] will go (to Seoul) myself af-
ter | send (others) to hlgh-level
talks once or twice,” Park
quoted Kim Jong-IlI as having
sald.

The leaders of the two Koreas
held a historic summit in Py-
ongyang last month and signed
a cﬁ'yclarntlon on ending decades
of hostility and moving to-
wards reconciliation and peace.

They also agreed the two
sides should persist with a po-
litical dialogue.

Kim Dae-Jung told Kim
Jong-Il that the development of
weapons of mass destruction
such as nuclear arms and mis-
siles would not help maintain

eace on the peninsula and
)amper North Korea's efforts to
attract foreign investment.

Kim Jong-ll appeared to
seem merit in Kim Dae-Jungs
proposition, saying. “That's

right.” according to the minis-
te')

International
Five wounded in shootout between

K

SUVA, July 4: The Fiji army
and supporters of coup leader
George Spelght were locked i a
gunbattle around parliament
today, leaving at least flve peo-
ple wounded within hours of an
Interim civillan cabinet being
sworn in, the military sald, re-
ports AFP.

About 300 civillan support-
ers of coup plotter George
Speight were fired on as they
fled parllament where Speight
has been holding ethnic Indian
Prime Minister Mahendra
Chaudhry and 26 other MPs
hostage for seven weeks, a radio
reporter in parliament sald,

Members of the Counter
Revolutionary Warfare unit
who helped Speight selze par-
llament in the name of indige-
nous Fijlans, opened return flire
to provide cover so the civillans
could return to parliament, he
sald,

“There's blood all over the
place,” he added.

Army reports said at least
four civillans and a soldler
were wounded in the shooting,
while the Fijilive.com web site
sald seven people were
wounded, Including two rebel
soldlers.

Omne of the rebels inside par-
llament told state radio there
were more wounded lying In a
nearby paddock.

The five-minute battle
erupted after Speight held a
press conference to denounce
the military-installed civilian
cabinet describing them as "po-
litical opportunists.”

@The Baily Star 5

iji military and coup supporters

New government sworn in

Before the shooting, a mill-
tary unit mutinjed at a base on

Fiji's second biggest island and

were seen loading weapons onto

two trucks.

Sources sald 95 per cent of
the soldlers on the base were
loyal to Speight.

Earlier Tuesday, banking

Rescue workers etz ;
supporting George Speight in the parliament compound in Suva yesterday. At least four

civilians and a soldier were wounded in a shootout as the country was expecling Lo Te-

turn to normaley with the swearing in of a civilian cabinet.

executive Lalsenia Qarase was

unity.” He urged the gunmen to
release the %nhmges bumedi-
ately,

Qarase said his govermmnent
will give priority to protecting
indigenous Fljlan rights. but
that "no communities will be
excluded ... In our miltiracial
and multicultural soclety.’

g

sworn In as prine minister in
an appointment that provoked
the anger of the hostage takers,
who had demanded a role In
naming any new government.
In a speech after being sworn
in, Qarase sald he accepted the
job as a "call for national

carry a shooting victim after a gunfight between the military and rebels

— AFP photo
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COLOMBO, July 4: Sri Lanka
has reintroduced censorship on
local and foreign media under a
new set of regulations, days af-
ter the country’s Supreme Court

Lanka clamps media
censorship again

to officials.

It was nto clear how the new
would be applied as
the notification was

censorshi
a copy o
nto immediately available

China denies
sale of missile
tech to Pakistan

| BEIJING, July 4: China de-
| niced flatly today it was selling
inissile technology to Pak-
f ; ; . . i | istan r*‘llhria Kelwutlers

pulsory for a newspaper (o send |
tlieir news copies to me. Areas 1' | want to state clearly that
{'f”lI“.'li__‘L under il‘."."l'lt}fll'"»l'llii are | thiere is no such I.IIHJ.L“ as Chi-
specified, appointment of the | nese sales of missile tes hnology
censor is specified and penalties | to Pakistan Foreign Ministrv

Kuwaiti cou—rt
rejects women's
right to vote

KUWAIT CITY, July 4:
Kuwait's top court today re-
Jjected a plea by the emirate's
disenfranchised women to en-
Joy the same political rights as
their male counterparts and the
right to vote, court sources said,
reports AFP.

The constitutional court,
whose verdicts are final, dis-
missed four cases filed by
women arguing that the elec-
toral law that barred females
from voting was unconstitu-
tional, the sources said.

‘It 1s a very sad day in the
history of Kuwaiti womnen. We
were hoping for a positive deci-
sion but it seems the road is too
long,” a dejected Rula al-Dashti,

a leading women's activist. told
AFP.

Chinese FM
to visit
Pakistan

ISLAMABAD, July 4: Chi-
nese Foreign Minister Tang Ji-
axuan will visit Pakistan Fater
this month, a Chinese embassy
spokesman said today.

The spokesman told AFP no
other detalls were available and
the agenda for his trip here was
“still being worked out with th
Pakistani side.” :

It Is likely to involve talks
on nuclear energy, with a major
nuclear plant bulilt with Chi-
nese he é) in central Punjab
province due to begin full opera-
tions this year. possibly as
early as this month.

ry at the IWC meeting

§ |

past pro-sanctuary protesters hefore the vote on the proposed
in Adelaide yesterday. The whale
ed to gain the required three-quar-
the Caribbean states by Japan and
— AFP photo
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