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Bangabandhu Murder Case

HC Bench may dispose
of 3 petitions today

“Were all the bodies dum-
ped?” asked one judge aboult the
August carnage, reports UNB.

*Yes, my Lord,” replied a de-
fence counsel.

The question came from Jus-
tice A B M Khairul Haque as
hearing of death reference in
the Bangabandhu murder case
resumed at a High Court Divi-
sion Bench yesterday.

Apart from listening to the
paper book on case records, the
Bench is expected to dispose ol
three petitions today filed by
the defence side. The petitions
include one on validity of advo-
cate Serajul Haque taking part
in the hearing on behalf of the
prosecution,

Two other petitions are on
adding more papers and docu-
ments to the paper book.

The other judge of the Bench
was Justice Mohammad Ruhul
Amin.

Justice Haque asked about
the bodies of close relations ol
Bangabandhu when a detence

counsel was reading out from
depositions and cross-exani-
nations of a prosecution wit-
ness made before the lower
court on disposal of the bodies.

The bodies were disposed ot
as those were at the directive of
the higher authorities without
any kafan (shrouds), janaza
and other rituals, the defence
counsel quoted PW-10, Major
General Abdur Rab.

Rab was assigned to dispose
of all the dead bodies except
that of Bangabandhu after the
carnage on the fateful night of
August 15, 1975.

Mujib was buried at his an-
cestral village at Tungipara in
Gopalganj.

As the court resumed in the
morning, the defence counsel
also read out from depositions
and cross-examinations of PW-
9 Col M A Hamid, PW-11 Lance
Dafadar Bashir Ahmed, PW-12
A L D Sirajul Haq., PW-13
Dafadar Shafiuddin Sardar and
PW-14 Dafadar Abdul Jabbar
Mridha.

Police camp loot

Nasim's directive to
arrest culprits

DATTAPARA, Shibchar, July
2: Home Minister Mohammad
Nasim visited the Dattapara
Police Investigation Centre yes-
terday, reports BSS

The centre was looted by
some armed miscreants who
Killed one policeman and took
away 17 rifles and ammunition.

He directed the police to ar-
rest the criminals within the
shortest possible time. "I don't
want to hear any excuse. | want
to see the criminals arrested. i
police is somehow found to be
negligent in duties, sterm actions
are awaiting them,” he said
at a meeting at TN Academy
here.

Inspector General of Police
Mohammad Nurul Huda and
Noor-E-Alam Liton Chowdhury,
MP, also spoke on the occasion
which was presided over by
Shibchar thana Awami League
president Rezaul Karim
Talukder.

Nasim saild persons respon-
sible for the attack would not be
spared under any excuse. "The

Indians

will be on interim

criminals shall be arrested at
any

cost. If not. the entire
families of them will be arrested
to try the Killers of the police-
man, he said.

He described the incident as

pre-planned and said persons
who
would also be identified and put
on trial accordingly.

patronised the attack

Referring to allegation of

negligence of the camp police,
the
actions would be taken Ei%élinht
the policemen of they

guilty.

home minister said stern
ound

“Those who can not ensure

their own security, how they will
provide security to the people.”
he asked.
longer required in police. he
said

The cowards are no

He said persons who have

the courage and are aware ol
their duties will stay in police
and the rest will have to go
back to their respective homes

“The government can not spend
people’s money for the cow-
ards,” he said

govt, says Fijlan army

SUVA, July 2: Defying Fiji's
hostage takers who are de-
manding that ethnic Indians be
stripped of political power, the
army said Sunday it would ap-
point a temporary goverrunent
this week that would include
Indians, reports AP.

The announcement appeared
to raise the stakes in a political
standoff that has seen 27 mem-
bers of Fiji's ousted Indian-led
government held hostage for
the past 43 days.

‘There will be ethnic Indo-
Fijians in the interim govern-
ment lineup, although percent-
ages | cannot say at this point
in time, Lt Col Filipo
Tarakinikini said.

The military sald last week
that it would appoint an in-
terim government without in-
put from the hostage takers,
who had been demanding a role
in naming such a government

Last Thursday, Taraki-

Shahabuddin

From page |
Bangladesh Shahabuddin said
his trip was “a milestone in the
bilateral relations of the two
friendly countries.’

Ambassador Holzman men-
tioned the sincere cooperation
he received from the President,
the government and the people
during his tenure

He also hoped that US-
Bangladesh cooperation would
be further diversified and
strengthened in future

Foreign Secretary C M Shali
Sami and deputy chief of Mis-
sion of US Embassy here
Christopher Webster were pre-
sent on the occasion

Police camp
loot: KMP

on alert

From Staff Correspondent
KHULNA, July 2:

firearms and
from Shibchar police camp In
Madaripur district yesterday.

Secret agencies of Khulna
Metropolitan Police have been
engaged at all points of the city

to chick suspected people,
It needed, passenger buses,
loaded trucks, autorickshaws,

motorised river transport and
trains will also come under

checking as part of sharp vigl-
lance, a P source said,
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All units of
the KMP have been put on high
alert as outlaws looted huge
Ammunitions

nikini said that the temporary
government would take ollice

|

P |

only once the hostages were |

released. But on Sunday he said
the army would not wait.

"Thev will take office before
the hostages are released,” he
said

Responding to the military's
latest statement, rebel spokes-
man Jo Nata told The
Associated Press on Sunday
that "we hope they are prepared
for the implications of their ac-
tions.

He did not elaborate, but
rebel leader (}f*nrf{c Speight has
said in recent days that any
military actlon perceived as
anti-indigenous could result in
violence by his supporters.

Speight and a group of gun-
men stormed parliament on
May 19 and took the govern-
ment hostage in what they said
was a battle for the trampled
rights of indigenous Fijians.

Talks to free the hostages
broke down last week over '.'.'!rtur
the army said was an 11th hour
demand by Speight's group that
they be allowed to name a new

president.

On Sunday, Tarakinikini
said the army — which assumed
power in the South Pacific na-
tion 10 days after the parlia-
ment raid — was "Deteriined to
resolve the crisls In a peaceful
manner,

We continue to maintain
that the door for negotiations is
still open.” he said,

Draft voters' list
on July 18

A draft voters list will be
published on July 18, reports
BSS.

About 7 crore 27 lakh and
54 eligible persons across the
country filled up voter forms so
far.

EC sources sald that per-
sons who could not enlist their
names in the voters list would
have to apply to the concerned
revising officers by August 3
from the date of publishing
draft list for enlisting their
names as voters.

Upazila Nirbahi Officer
(UNO), Cantonment Executive
Officer, Deputy Election Com-
missioner, Addition District
Magistrate and Additional
Deputy Commissioners will act
as revising authority in their re-
spective areas.
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The court was adjourned in
the afternoon, keeping reading
from depositions of PW-14 in-
coniplete, -

'l“\lt' bench is hearing the de-
positions and cross-examina-
tions recorded at the Dhaka
District and Sessions Judge's
Court,

Yesterday was the third day
of listening to the citations
from paper book.

Serajul Haque was present at
the court during yesterday's
hearing. Among others from
the prosecution were Sham-
suddin Chowdhury Manik,
Anisul Haque, Sahara Khatun,
Mosharraf Hossain Kajal, Nu-
rul Islam Sujon and Syed
Haider Ali.

Among the lawyers ol the 15
condemned prisoners, Abdur
Razzaq Khan, Khan Saifur
Rahman and Mahbubur Rali-
man were present. All the con-

demned prisoners are former

army officers.

18 JCD, Jubo Dal
leaders, workers
arrested at
Sirajgan]

From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, July 2: Police
arrested 18 leaders and work-
ers of JCD and Jubo Dal yes-
terday on charge of bringing out
a procession in the town during
a visit of Home Minister Mo-
hammad Nasim.

The home minister's motor-
cade was stuck in the proces-
sion on SB Fazlul Haq Road for
about 10 minutes.

Police said the processionists
chanted slogans against the
government and hurled abuses
at the minister.

Nasim went to a party lead-
er's residence in the town and
left for Dhaka at 8 pm.

Soon after his departure,
police surrounded the BNP of-
fice and arrested the leaders
and workers.

They were all shown arrested
under Section 54 of CrPC. Ol
the arrested, four were granted
bail while the rest was sent to
jail hajat after a magistrate's
court rejected their bail prayers
today.

ASl Abdul Hye of Special
Branch of police was closed to
the police lines and Havildar
Nasiruddin was suspended for
their negligence of duty during
the incident.

Accused under

PSA escapes
from KMCH

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, July 2: An accused
in a case 'filed under Public
Safety Act (PSA) escaped with
handcuff from Khulna Medical
College Hospital (KMCH).
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A policeman cautiously dismantles a bomb found on Dhaka University campus vesterday.

—Star photo
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GUWAHATI, India, July 2: A
controversial push for auton-
omy in Kashmir is fanning
similar sentiments in India's
separatist-riven northeast re-
gion, reports AFP.

The Kashmir state assembly
adopted a resolution calling for
greater autonomy last week,
and now some of India's seven
northeastern states “the
Seven Sisters” — are seriously
thinking of following suit.

Any such move would throw
down a further challenge to the
central government in New
Delhi, which has voiced its bit-
ter opposition to the Kashmir
resolution, even while agreeing
to take it under consideration.

The chief minister of Assam
state, Prafulla Kumar Mahanta,
said the aspirations of people in
small states could only be ful-
filled with a degree of self-rule
rather than continuing with the
present quasi-federal frame-
work.

“The central government
should hold a debate on the au-
tonomy bill moved by Kashmir
and should try and work out a
meaningful package instead of
just rejecting it outright.” Ma-
hanta told AFP. |

“Autonomy is a must for the
all round development of
states, besides catering to the

needs of the common masses,
their identity, and other aspira-
tions.”

The state's ruling Asom
Gana Parishad (AGP) moved a
resolution seeking greater au-
tonomy in its party forum in
1998, although the idea was
never seriously discussed.

"“Now we are very serious
about the idea of autonomy,”
Mahanta said.

“For example, we now have
to request the central govern-
ment to take up matters like
militants from Assam taking
shelter in neighbouring coun-
tries with their counterparts.

“If the necessary powers
were vested in us by way of au-
tonomy, we could deal with
such matters directly,” he said.

Asam, like Kashmir and
several other members of the
Seven Sisters family, has lived
with a long-running separatist
insurgency.

And like their Kashmiri
counterparts, many Assamese
politicians argue that genuine
autonomy is the way forward to
finally ending the militant vio-
lence.

“I firmly believe the small
nationalities could prosper
only when powers are deceil-
tralised and greater autonomy
is given to the states,” said As-

'Seven Sisters' moved by
Kashmir's autonomy bid

sam Tourist Minister Jagadish
Bhuyan.

“There have always been
demands for autonomy in the
northeast. If these demands are
denied, there is sure to be social

tension and convulsion leading

to a sense of alienation, depri-
vation, and denial of basic hu-
man rights.:”

Bhuvan's remarks are
echoed by senior legislators in
the neighbouring state
Arunachal Pradesh.

“Leaving aside key depart-
ments like exteirual affairs.

currency, communications, and

defence, the central government
should vest all other sectors to
the states so that common peo-
ple enjoy their basic rights.™
said state Information and Pub-
lic Relations Minister Takam
Sanjay. :

Manipur and Mizoram
states are also considering
jumping on the autonomy
bandwagon.

“Autonomy is our birt-
hright,” said a senior cabinet
minister of the Manipur State
Congress, who asked not to be
identified.

“We should be given more
powers to dispel what amounts
to an identity crisis among the
various tribal groups in our
state,” he said.

of

The accused Afzal Hossain |
was admitted to KMCH with se- |

vere injuries on June 18 after
mass beating near Model High
School.

Afzal was caught when he
tried to commit a robbery near
Model High School.

Three police constables were
suspended for negligence of
duty, The constables were
guarding the accused.

The suspended police con-
stables are Ranjan, Shawkat
and Sarwar of special force.
They were immediately closed to
police lines,

Naik Imrul of KMP filed a
case with Sonadanga thana as
a complainant.

Foreign ship
se1zed with
rotten rice

CHITTAGONG, July 2: A
foreign ship with rotten rice was
seized at the port here today,
reports UNB.,

MV Apex was seized following
an order of the Admiralty Court
in Dhaka after importer of the
rice GR Traders filed a case
demanding Tk 60 lakh as com-
pensation from the Vietnamese
exporler.

GR Traders said more than
900 tons of rotten rice were
mixed in a consignment of
7,000 tons of rice.

MV Apex anchored at the
outer anchorage on June 6 and
unloading began on June 18.
The fmporter filed the case af-
ter unloading more than 50 per
cent of the rice.

Sramik Dal to
observe strike
at Ctg port July 5

CHITTAGONG, July 2:
Chattagram Bandar Jatiy-
atabadl Sramik Dal (CBJS) will
observe an 8-hour strike at the
port on July 5 to press home its
demand for holding CBA elec-
tion fmnediately, reports BSS.

CBJS has launched a mass
contact programme in support
of its strike.

L

PR i e e o i o L

BJP hardens stand

on autonomy issue

NEW DELHI. July 2: BJP
yesterday further hardened its.
stand on the autonomy resolu-
tion in Jammu and Kashmir
when Prime Minister Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee reviewed the is-
sue with his top party brass
even as Chief Minister Farooq
Abdullah dismissed criticism
as propaganda, reports PTL

Back from a five-day trip
abroad when the autonomy res-
olution was passed by the
Jammu and Kashmir assembly,
Vajpayee met Home Minister L
K Advani and BJP president
Kushabhau Thakre who said
his party strongly opposed the
resolution which was an invita-
tion to disintegration.

BJP's views assume signifi-
cance in the context of the
Prime Minister's statement on
Friday that the resolution was
within the constitutional
framework and that it would be
considered within the ambit ol
the statute,

Thakre told reporters after
the two-hour meeting that BJP
was clear that there was no
question of going back to the
pre-1953 status any autonomy
move would encourage other
states to raise similar demands
giving rise to instability, he
said.

Meanwhile, the J and K gov-
ernment rejected as illegal the
resolution adopted by the
Ladakh Autonomous Hill De-
velopment Council (LAHDC)

4 killed, 9 hurt
in Gazipur road
accident

GAZIPUR, July 2: At least
lonr people were killed and nine
mjured in an accident on the
C‘handara-Nabinagar road in
the district early today, reports
UNB.

Police and witnesses said the
accident took place at about
3:30 am when a truck carrying
15 passengers hit another
stranded at Chandara and
skidded off the road, leaving
four dead on the spot.

The dead aged about 25-40
were not identified immediately.
Three of them were day labour-
ers. The bodies were sent 1o
Sadar Hospital morgue.

The injured people were
admitted to Kalia Upazila
Health Complex in eritical con-
dition,

seeking separation of Ladakh
region from the state and a
union territory status lor it.

An official spokesman said
the issues on which the Ladakh
resolution was moved yester-
day, were totally political in
nature, not falling within the
jurisdiction of the LAHDC act.

In Srinagar, Abdullah re-
gretted the propaganda on the
autonomy issue saying that the
autonomy package contained
nothing that weakened centre-
state relations.

Three former prime minis-
ters, VP Singh. I K Gujral and
Chandra Shekhar, lashed out at
the autonomy demand saying it
would lead to division of the
state on communal lines and
raising of similar demands in
other parts of the country.

Law Minister Ram Jeth-
malani said in Chennai that
the very fact that the resolution
kept away subjects like defence,
external affairs and currency
amonnted to acceptance of ac-

cession with India and this was |
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Humayun Zahir
murder: Hearing
of argument
on July 10

By Court Correspondent

The 8th Additional District
and Sessions Judge's Court,
Dhaka vesterday lixed July 10
for hearing of argument in the
Humayun Zahir Murder Case,

The Judge Mir Mohammad
Awlad Hossain adjourned the
roceedings of the case on the

asls of a petition submitted by
the prosecution lawyers on
grounds that the Public Prose-
cutor Quamrul Islam could not
appear In the court yesterday
due to his illness,

Humayun Zahir, a leading
businessman and then the
chairman of United Commer-
clal Bank Limited (UCBL) was
shot dead by a group ol as-
sallants on the premises of his
Dhanmondl residence on April
8, 1993,

Father-in-law of Zahir fliled
a case with Dhanmondi thana
the same day accusing seven
PErsons.

The Investigation officer
submitted a chargesheet against
seven persons including Akh-
teruzzaman Chowdhury Babu.
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Retrenched worker
commits suicide

From Staff Correspondentl

KHULNA, July 2: Abdul
Mannan, 42, a retrenched
worker of the Sonali Jute Mills
at Atra Industrial belt commit-
ted suicide on Friday by taking
insecticide.

According to sources, Man-
nan was having strained rela-
tions with his wife due to abject
poverty. A GD was field with
Khanjahan Ali thana in this
connection

Kibria

From page |
the private sector is not getting
bank credits due to heavy gov-
ernment borrowing' he said, as
of June 14, excess liquidity in

the banks stood at Tk 3313.29 |

crore.

Commercial banks sanc-
tioned TK 8508 crore loans to
the private sector in the first
eight months of the last finan-
cial year, and the amount will
exceed Tk 10,000 crore in 12
months, he said.

Of the amount, Tk 7350.22
crore was sanctioned as work-
ing capital and the rest Tk
1157.98 as term loan, he said.

“We are trying to create a sit-
nation where the private sector
can get more bank credit by

slashing lending rate for some

thrust sectors and creating eq-
uity fund”.

Three vears back. ‘that quar-
ter” tricd to create an artilicial
liguidity crisis, he said

Criticising Leader of the Op-
position Khaleda Zia lor her
remnarks that the government
made the country a market of
Indian goods by destroying lo-
cal industries, Kibria said, "“In
fact it is the BNP government
which framed discriminatory
duty structures in favour of In-
dia and gave special privilege to
Indian products.”

Quoting from the gazette no-
tification issued in April 1995,
the Finance Minister sald. at
that time, tariff on Indian
products were fixed at a rate
lower than those on products
from other countries, specially
Japan and European countries.

“It is the present government
which has created a gap between
duty on raw materials and fin-
ished products to expedite the
growth of local industries,”
Kibria sald.

Finance Secretary Dr Akbar
Ali Khan, Bangladesh Bank
Governor Dr Mohammad
Farashuddin. NBR (National
Board of Revenue) Chairman
Abdul Muyeed Chowdhury and
senfor officials of the ministry
were present,

organisations at JU'

By JU Correspondent

Recent activities of ruling

arty’'s student wing Bang-
adesh Chhatra League to
establish Its dominance over
other student organisations
have sparked protests from
other organisations at Jav
han%irna ar University.

The BCL is not letting other
organisations hold pro-
grammes on the campus, cam-
pus sources alleged.

“We've repeatedly informed
the wuniversity authorities
(about {t), but they did not take
any action against them, let
alone stopping them from doing
these crimes,” said Meer Ahsan
Habib Ryad, General Secretary
of Bangladesh Chhatra Union,
JU unit.

Sources sald, the central
committee of BCL banned the
JU chapter after reports of inci-
dents of rape allegedly by BCL
activists were published in
newspapers in 1998.

Woman arrested
in Masud Parvez

Murder Case

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, July 2: A woman
was arrested in Masud Parvez
Murder Case from a residential
hotel in Pabna town on Thurs-
day night.

Lovely Begum, 25, was ar-
rested along with a young man
of Lohaghara of Narail district,
police said.

Masud Parvez, 30, leader of
Khulna city Jubo League, was
found dead on the bank of
Bhairab river near Ajax Jute
Mills at Mirerdanga on April 3.
His elder brother filed a case ac-
cusing eight people. Lovely,
mother of two children, was one
of the accused.

The third 1.O. of the case,
0.C. Kamruzzaman said the
woman, a call girl by nature,
played a key role in the murder
committed by her sex partners.

One of the two FIR-named
accused Ikhtiar, 28, confessed
to police that lie had slaugh-

See page 11 col 8 .
PM: Malasysia
From page |

and her counterpart, Mahathir.

Hasina was scheduled to
visit Kuala Lumpur in 1998, but
cancelled the tour in the wake
of severe floods in the country.

Asked whether the prime
minister would also go to
Brunei on this trip, Azad said
that was still under considera-
tion.

The foreign minister said
Hasina might atte.nd the mil-
lennium session o f UN General
Assemblv in September and OIC
Summiit in Qatar in November

About her visit to Washing-
ton at the invitation of US Pres-
ident Bill Clinton in October.
Azad said details of the October
tour are being worked out.

Foreign Secretary C M Shalfi
Sami was present.

The commitiee also expelled
the BCL leaders who were in-
volved in the incidents and re-
fused Lo recognise the rest of the
BCL activists of the university,
saying there were no activists of
BCL at the university.

No BCL programmes were
held on the campus for about
one and a half years after the
expulsion and ban. But things
changed after a 31-member
convenor committee of the Ju
unit was formed this May and
the BCL leaders started ob-
structing other organisations’
activists from holding pro-
gramimes.

Sources said the BCL stopped
a procession of Gonotantrik
Chhatra Oikva (GCO) on the
campus, which was brought out
to protest attack on an activist
of Samajtantrik Chhatra Front
(SCF) in Moulana Bhasani Hz
on May 25.

It also intercepted a proces-
sion of the 'Rapist-Killer Pre-
vention Platform’ on the same
day in the same hall. The BCL
said its permission has to be ob-
tained before bringing out any
procession on the campus. Later
on, it made the Platformn ac-
tivists to leave the hall,

The activists allegedly beat
up a Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) activist of Al Beruni Hall
(Extension Building) on June 4
as he refused to join a BCL pro-

See page 11 col 7

15 hurt in clash

over land in
Rajshahi

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, July 2: At least
15 people were injured. five of
them seriously, in a clash be-
tween two rival groups at Kalna
village in Tanore upazila this
noon.

Both the groups clashed over
possession of a land.

Seriously

2

‘BCL obstructing _
activities of other

:
injured Fazluri]:
Rahman, Bablu, Sirajul Islam, ?

Sharif and Harun were admit-
led Tanore Upazila Health
Complex.

Two separate cases were
field with Tanore thana.

Khaleda

From page 1

A clash between two factions
of JCD left one person dead
and six people injured on DU
campus yesterday.

BNP secretary general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan, Tariqul Is-
lam, Abdullah Al Noman and
City BNP President Sadek Hos-
sain Khoka were present at the
meeting.

Earlier, JCD general secre-
tary Nasiruddin Ahmed Pintu
along with a number of su
porters had assembled at 29
Minto Road and tried to meet
Khaleda but failed.

JCD president Habibun
Nabi Khan Sohel and other cen-
tral leaders were not seen
there.

TRAVEL BRINGS KNOWLEDGE ,
EXPERIENCE, JOY & FRIENSHIP

GIVES PHYSICAL AND MENTAL PEACE

BE A GUEST OF PARJATAN AND
ENJOY A CARE-FREE TRAVEL

PARJATAN MONSOON OFFERS

Every day :
13th July to
15th July, 00:

20th July to
22nd July,00:

27th July to
30th July,00 :

Weekend
Thur-Satur

Cruise on River Buriganga & Meghna
(On demand)

Dhaka —Rajshahi —Chapai-Nababganj-
Dhaka - 3day Mango Tour.

Dhaka-Rangamati-Bandarban-Dhaka-
3day Package Tour.

Dhaka-Srimongal-Sylhet-Madhobkun
Zaflong-Dhaka-4 day Package Tour.

Dhaka-Cox’s Bazar-Dhaka 3 day
Package Tour.

Special packages for Group/Organisation
Discounted packages for student/ youth groups.

Tours and Travels Unit

Bp< DANGLADESH PARJATAN CORPORATION
National Tourism Organization

233, Airport Road, Tejgaon, Dhaka-1215
Ph: 8119193, 8117855-9 (Ext-108),

| Fax: 8117235, E-mail: bngho@banala.net \
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