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NFORTUNATELY for the
nation, controversy sur-
rounding the recent bud-
t has secmlngly surpassed all
proportions. The incumbent
and one ex-finance ministers
have engaged In a quarrel in
which each questioned the oth-
er's qualification as regards
making a budget. Although a
typical citizen s almost accus-
tomed to not expect any good
news from the rituals that pass
in the name of placing national
budget in the parliament, such
acrid engagements simply add
to his already huge inherent de-
rivations by, among others,
owering morale: he is ideally
supposed to take lessons from
how dignified Fersmmlities be-
have. In what follows we try to
point out why reason looks so
short in supply in the corner
concerned, and also make a few
comments on certain aspects ot
the recent budget. We begin with
Issues on trade policy which we
hope will provide some expla-
naﬁun as to why the otherwise
dignified personalities had to
be so unkind to each other.

Tariffs on International

Trade

In his budget speech the fi-
nance minister complains that
rapid tariff reduction in the
first half of the 1990s, rendered
sick thousands of industrial
units, which in turn swelled the
volume of default-loans ki the
banking sector. Since the pre-
sent government is in charge of
sorting the problem, said the
minister. it is behaving prag-
matically. not whimsically,
about the country’'s economy vis
a vis globalisation. In a few posl
budget speechies the minister
also hurled terse replies to one
ex-linance minister's terse
criticisi ol various aspects of
the proposed budget.

The statement cannot be ac-
cepted on face value on the fol-
lowing grounds. First, accord-
ing to public accounts, rapid
tariff reduction commenced not
in the first half of the 1990's but
in the second half of the decade
that preceded it. For instance,
in 1986, number of tariff slabs
was lowered to 11 from 24. Max-
unum tariff rate, which used to

<A, MONDAY, JULY 3, 2000

L » B

¥

FOCUS

Budget 2000-2001: A Critical Appraisal

N e Pl , - - il |

It should be most uninteresting on the part of a tax paying citizen to notice that while the
government due to inefficient management of the public exchequer during the current fis-
cal, has already borrowed several thousand crores of taka from the commercial banks,
it also seeks to open a permanent provision through the parliament to borrow from

be over 400 per cent prior to
1986, was reduced to 150 per
cent in 1987 and further to 100

per cent in 1990, In 1996 when
the present government as-
sumed power, maximum tariff
rate was 50 per cent. In 1999,
maximum tariff rate fell to 37.5

r cent. Also, In the proposed
mdget tariffs on industrial raw
materials and intermediate
products have been signifi-
contly rednced “despite negative
revenue cnplications”. One
wouders what the present li-
nance nunister would do about
tariff reduction had he been in
charge of the job in the late
1980's when rates and slabs etc.
used to be as high as already
mentioned. In other words, one
might think that while the pre-
sent government is carrying
forward the same "import lib-
eralisation” agenda of its pre-
ceding one, which in turn in-
herited it from the earlier "au-
tocratic” government. the min-
Ister's complaint is not quite
tenable.

Secondly. il thousands of
industrial units turned sick due
to faulty trade policy pursued by
the government of early 1990's,
the present government too
should share the same blame
since nowhere in the industrial
sector there is visible any sign
of reversal of the process de-
spite what the finance minister
calls his %m'ernmeut's prag-
matic handling of the matter.
The marked sloth of industrial
sector growth in the recent
vears is but a testimony to this
point. ;

Thirdly, Bangladesh's exter-
1nal trade did not have to wait,
until the setting in of globalisa-
tion, to be made “liberal’. Thus
althoungh the government of
earlv 1990's committed for a
few of Bangladesh's iraded
items ‘market access” and "na-

the banking system again in the coming fiscal.

by Nitai C Nag

tional treatment” to the exter-
nal trading parvtners. those
commitments assumed rele-
vance only since January, 1995.
“lmport liberalisation”, on the
other hand, saw its vigorous be-
inuing still a decade earlier.
Vhyv? The minister should cer-
tainly be aware of the answer.
Just at the behest of the leading
external donors the govern-
ment of late 1980's started the
process which continues virtu-
allv unabated to this day.

‘So, there is simply no quali-
tative different as far as man-
ageinent of trade policy is con-
cernce between the carrent and
formuer governments, The better
is It, therelore, for public the
more the minister, incumbent
and ex-remember the matter
while making public speeches
on the subject in question.

Agriculture

It is party to the governmern-
t's credit that foodgrains pro-
duction has already nearly
reached the previously envis-
aged target production of 25
million metric tons for 2002.
Some reports even claim that
Bangladesh is now a food sur-
plus country Reassuring
though, such reports need not
provide one excessive amount

of complacence, for, consider-
ing the teeming mouths it still
remains but a Herculean task to
consolidate a state of surplus.
From such reports, we believe,
the nation will benefit most to
learn what the difference be-
tween a time being surplus and
one that may be sustainable in
the long run, is. Close monitor-
ing of delivery of the public
services, such as. distribution
of credit and fertilisers, and
public procurement thus re-
mains crucial. In all these ar-
eas, farmers reportedly con-
tmue to suffer deprivation de-

spite, what Is now widely be-
lieved, the above average elfi-
clency with which the ministry
concerned of the present gov-
ernment has so far performed.
A budgetary provision of sub-
sidly on fertilisers alone will
not be just enough in this re-
gard

Since food does not mean
loodgrains alone but also other
ftems such as lentils, milk,
sugar, oil, lish, meat, w‘{rt;n-
bles, fruits, cte, whether bud
etary provision bless or curse
hese subsectors must also be
looked Into. Excessive stress on
foodgrains 511(1;'1Iy alone has al-
ready created, reportedly, sig-
nificant set-back many ol
them. The national budget re-
mains silent on this Issue.

To make matters worse Im-
ort duty on milk powder has
Ecen proposed to be reduced re-
markably. As reason the budgel
document mentions that do-
mestic milk-based Iindustry
should expand to help economic
development. This argument,
we suppose, is a wrong and to-
tally unacceptable one. In addi-
tion to the health risk associ-
ated with imported milk pow-
ders. domestic milk producers
are also substantlally losing
due to these cheap mports. It
may be mentioned hicre thal
those nations which sell these
powdlcr 1o us. themselves in
gencral heavily subsidise agri-
cultural sector in general and
the dairy sector in particular.
Curious citizens thus could sus-
pect the very intention of the
government to this regard. We
appeal to the government o
withdraw this proposal

Deficit Financing

[t should be most uniterest-
ing on the part of a tax paving
citizon 1o notice that while the
gcoveriunent dae to inefticient
nanagenient of the public ex-

chequer during the cnrrent fis-
cal, has already borrowed sev-
eral thousand crores of taka
from the commercial, banks, 1o
whom Interest and principal
will be due soon with all its In-
Hatlonary hmplications. it also
Sseeks 1o open o permanent pro-
vision through the parliament
to borrow from the banking
system again in the coming fis-
cal to meet its obligations,
which in turn include projects
allegedly of “"questionable
merit”, that is, those which can
well be dismantled to the poor
nation's benefit.

Also with the external sec-
tor's position not being as sta-
ble, Imports far outstripping
exports — the latter in turn hav-
ing experienced significantly
lower growth of late — the ap-
parent publie extravagance can
hardly have any justification.
Management of any likely cri-
sis In the external sector has
become particularly difficult
now-a-days since the govern-
ment can no longer exercise free
hand to recourse to trade re-
stricting policies committed
since it {s to reforming the
economy. Even devaluation, ac-
cording to studles, Is likely to
l'\|:.||1ifl:l1ligt‘l deficit.

So, during any likely event
ol crisis management only the
most urgent areas of public ex-
penditure, such as health and
edncation, are to suffer the
bromt. Also credit to the private
sector could be further
squeezed.

Already quality of service in
the public sector hospitals is
simply unspeakable. Publicly
run colleges, many giving post
graduate level courses. can be
lound to be running with scores
ol posts of teachers going vacant
for years. The latter is despite
“highest” budgetary allocation
being made to education sector

every vear.

Concerned citizens thus are
likely 1o become Increasingly
disconcerted about the govern-
ment's management of the
cconomy. In particular, the ex-
tent by which (about 39 per cent
according to the rt-visﬂllinulgr-t]
budget deficits exceeded the
originally projected figure in a
year which the government it-
sell describes as being a good
one with above normal rate of
cconomic growth, no necessity
of food imports etc must trouble
any sensible person

Saving and Investment

A good news about the econ-
omy is that national saving
rate has significantly gone up
in the recent past., What role the
publicly sponsored saving
schiemes have played in this re-
i_[.llll caunot be resolved off
land. Some empirical studjes
of course point out high correla-
Lo hf*l\ll‘r'“ niterest rate and
aggiegatod deposits in banks
el ot SOVINE sclicines .qi””
interest rate reduction on sav-
ing instruments s theoretically
a sound move since the ongoing
interest rate on bank loans,
which in turn also depends
upon rates on various deposits,
is too high for starting almost
any business. But the pertinent
question In this regard Is
whether reduction of rates o
saving instruments will posi-
tively affect investment via re-
duced lending rates. There un-
fortunately are so many rea-
sons for one to be but cautiously
optimistic about the matter. In
the first place, the industrial
sickness syndrome, which, ac-
cording to the finance minister
himself has set in due to rapid
trade liberalisation, is unlikely
to be remarkably improved
upon through this measure
alone. One will of course remain
curious about whether the very
intention of the government in
this regard is to realise a higher
mvestment scenario or it wants
to economise on its resource
considering particularly the
fast rising public debt with the
government's large scale bor-
rowing from the banking sys-
tem.

r

EARING impairment in
everyday life of an

individual results in
facing social isolation and
medical problems as well as
decreased quality of life. Since
long hearing aids have proved
helpful in cases of moderate
deafness and with a few
exceptions, in more severe
cases. Hearing aids' amplify
sound to .compensate for the
loss of sensitivity 1o sound, but
the ability ‘of hearing’aids (o
separate and selectively am-
plify different sound frequen-
cies is limited, however. Speech
perception becomes difficult in
case of severe to profound sen-
sorineural deafness even with
the help of most powerful
hearing aids available now.
With rising noise levels in ev-
eryday life specially in cities
and areas under industrializa-
tion. and aging of the popula-
tion, the number of people with
hearing loss will continue to
rise, unfortunately.
Introduction of "Cochlear
Implant” has proved worth-
while in adults and children
having severe and profound
sensorineural hearing loss who
Eet little or no benefit from
earing aids. Especially i(n
cases of pre-lingually deaf chil-
dren who have a severe-10-pro-
found sensorineural hearing
loss and no memory of speech,
hearing alids may not provide
adequate benefit even after ex-
tensive auditory training. An
acquired hearing loss resulting
from meningitis or viral infec-
tions can leave a child with to-
tal deafness. For this popula-
tion the cochlear implant is an
alternative to hearing aids,
which practically Is not a cure
for hearing Joss and will not re-
store hearing to normal levels.

*  Before discussing about the
cochlear implant we should
know how the ear normally
functions. In case of a nor-
mally functioning ear sound is
transmitted as sound waves to
the ear-drum causing the latter
to vibrate which in turn causes

the three tiny bones in the
middle ear to vibrate. The
sound vibrations continue

through the middle ear bones
and across a tiny membrane to
the fluid in the snail-shaped
inner ear called cochlea. The
movement of fluid in the
cochlea causes the movement of
numerous hair cells merged
mto the fluid. The movement of
the hair cells converts the fluid
movement into elecirical en-
ergy whitch is 1the o transmitted
o the auditory nerve (licaring
nerve) s thie huair cells. The
electirical unpnlses alter being
trah\mittrd} to the brain
through auditory nerve are In-
terpreted as sound Information
there,

In the case of sensorinenral
dealness the inner ear is dam-

Implanting the Bionic Ear

A cochlear implant does not restore a person's hearing to normal. Rather it can provide
very useful auditory cues. While the benefits from an implant are not same for everyone,
from the experience and case studies, in case of adults, restored detection of everyday
sounds in the environment, improved face to face communication, the ability to
understand speech through hearing alone, greater confidence to interact and
socialize can be expected.
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aged or the hair cells in.the

cochlea are not developed prop-
erly or remain inactive. Hear-
ing aids and other assistive lis-
tening devices simply amplify
sound. A cochlear implant, on
the other hand, is an electronic
device designed to provide use-
ful sound information by di-
rectly stimulating the surviving
auditory nerve fibres in the
cochlea.

Cochlear implant was first
developed in Australia and was
first introduced in the 1970's to
enable post-lingually deafened
adults to perceive speech by
electrically stimulating their
auditory nerve. The first child
was implanted with a single
channel device in 1980 and
prior to this, extensive studies
were done on adults to deter-
mine its benefit. Scientists in
this field were engaged to im-
prove the device and five years
later, the first child was im-
planted with a multi-channel
cochlear implant. Consider-
ably. better results were ob-
tained for speech production
and by 1990, deaf children over
two years of age were considered
to be candidates for implanta-
tion. All cochlear implant de-
vices have been tested exten-
sivelv before their use on chil-
dren. not only to determine
their benefit for speech and
language perception and pro-
duction. but to ensure that the
components of the device would
be completely safe also.

Even after the introduction
of cochlear Implant scientists
were wnrklus hard to improve
the device. Normally function-
ing cochlea mechanically sorts
the sounds according to their
frequency and based on this
lact multiple electrodes came
into consideration and accord-
ingly multi-channel implant
(22 channel) was introduced the
result of which was signifi-
cantly improved. Development
of newest speech coding strategy
along with latest 24-channel
imiplant has been proved spe-
clally worthy in the case of pre-
lingually deaf children for their
speech and language develop-
ment. However, in the case of a
cochlear implant rehabilita-
tion measures (e, mapping and
sonte auditory tralning are L
tors toward sucoess aned realis-
He expectation from an unplant
Fecapic il or patrents ol e TUE I
IS adso lmportant.

"There are several brands of
cochlear implant in use all over
the world; for example,
‘Nucleus’, ‘Clarion’, "'Combi
40/40+ etc. But the most widely
used brand is 'Nucleus manu-
factured by Cochlear Ltd. But
the basic components of all
brands are almost saine which
are described below briefly.

by Kanon K Roy '

may , gain_from the device, A

team ol specialists’ i.e., audiol-
ogist. otologists, speech pathol-
ogists, neurologists., social
workers and educationalists
will have input into the man-
agement of patients,

The plain and simple ques-
tion is * who can be benefited
from cochlear implant?” The

Internal implant
pachage

—

R ll.

Diagram shows fitting._
of external components N

Components of Cochlear
Implant: Muliti-channel
cochlear implant consists of 2
main components:

) The implant package and
electrode array (or receiver-
stimulator). and

2) The speech processor and
headset.

The recelver-stimulator con-
tains the electronic circuits
that control the flow of electri-
cal pulses into the ear, an an-
tenna that receives the radio-
frequency signal from the ex-
ternal coil and a magnate that
holds the external coll in place,
There are wire leads attached to
the package that join to elec-
trodes. The 22- or 24-electrode
array Is inserted into the snail
shaped cochlea and the whole
receiver stimulator package is
placed under the skin of the pa-
tient behind the ear during In-
plant surgery.

Candidacy for Cochlear Im-
plant: To determine the suit-
ability of each prospective can-
didate, patient has to face the
pre-operative selection proce-
dure. A number of assessments
are required for this and the re-
silts of these tests also allow
the clinicjans to advise the
candidates on the benefit they

answer is the same as the sumn-
mary ol the selection eriteria of
a probable candidate, which are
as lollows:

i) The candidate will be at
least 12 months of age or older
at the time of surgery

ii) The candidate must have
little or no hearing in both the
CArs.

i) The candidate must gain
little or no benefit from hearing
aids.,

ivl The ears must be free of
infection

vl The inner ear muast In
propecds tormed amd the andi-
tory (hearing) nerve mnst be
it

vi) The candidate must be
medically suitable to undergo
an operation.

In addition the candidate
and/or his family must have
realistic expectations from and
be aware of the device.

Implantation Surgery:
Surgery is needed to insert the
electrode array Into the cochlea
and to anchor the recejver-
stimulator package in the tem-
poral bone in the skull. Aftey
raising the skin from the skull
behind the ear the surgeon
drills in the temporal bone to
have access to the cochlea and

then making a small hole in the

wall of the cochlea, he gently
guides the electrode array into
the shell-like cochlea. Once the
array is fixed in place, the
wound is closed. Typically the
surgery takes 2 to 3 hours and
the hospital stay is normally 2
to 3 days.

Fitting of External Compo-
nents and Rehabilitation Mea-
sures: The headset and speech
processor are normally fitted 4-
6 weeks alter the surgery in case
of adults. The audiologist sorts
out soft and comfortable listen-
ing levels for each of the elec-
trodes and uses this informa-
tion to create a MAP or pro-
gramme and the fitting process
generally continues over sev-
eral days, In case of children,
the fitting procedure continues
over a 3-month period. Young
children are typically moni-
tored 2 to 3 times a week in the
first month and 1 or 2 times a
week in next 2 months to obtain
a stable MAP. Hearing speech
with the implant for the [irst
time may appear somewhat un-
natural but over days and weeks
it begins to sound f[amiliar
People who have no experience
of III‘.IriIl% before require longer
time to adjust to new sounds. In
case of children who never had
hearing before, the initial reac-
tionn to sound varies. Some may
not show response to sound at
first. Other children may show
surprise, fear, inquisitiveness,
or even happiness. Performance
usually continues to improve
over time with extensive
auditory and speech training.

Follow-up is also very im-
portant and for adults weekly
adjustment of MAP and com-
munication therapy are done
for the first month after fitting.
The treatiment focuses on audi-
tory training, speech reading,
felephone use. music and com-
munication strategies. In case
of children, after the initial 3
months period, they are exaill-

ined every 3 months for the
first yvear and everv 6 months
for second and third vear.
Ihereafter the child is exam-
ined annually.

Realistic Expectations after
a Cochlear Implant: A coclilen
implant does not restore a per
son s hearing to normal. Rathao
it can provide very useful audi
tory cues, While the benefits

from an implant are not same
for everyone, from the experi-
ence and case studies, in case of
adults, restored detection of ev-
eryday sounds in the environ-
ment, improved face to face
communication, the ability to
understand speech through
hearing alone, greater confi-
dence to interact and socialize
can be expected. In case.of chil
dren the result is almost the
same, although progress may be
a lot slower. Clinical data show
that 60 per cent of children
learn to recognize speech with
out the aid of lip-reading and
improvements in the speech
and language skills do occus

Cost of Implantation: No

doubt, cost of cochlear implan-
tation including post surgery

rehabilitation measures is very

high, although it varies from
country to country and place to
place. Of course the cost of im-
plantation is the major part of
the programme which stands at
approximately 54,000 Aus-
tralian dollars in Australia
The cost has been sufficiently
lowered in India where it goes
up to 5 lacs (Nucleus 22) to 8 lacs
(Nucleus 24) Indian rupees. In
India the implantation has
been introduced a couple of
years earlier in collaboration
with Cochlear Ltd.., Australia
(manufacturer of ‘Nucleus,” the
most widely used brand) and
implant programme for chil-
dren has been recently intro-
duced in two centers — Madras
ENT Research Foundation,
Chennai, and Hinduja Hospital,
Mumbal.

In a country like Bangladesh
where the conunon people can-
not afford such costly technol-
ogy, it becomes difficult to in-
troduce such programmes. ap-
parently. It may appear ammbi-
tious to expect that steps may be
taken by the government or
health and wellare sectors for
massive hearing screening pro-

rannnes for all new born ba-

ies, and to provide candidates
fit for cochlear implant among
them with that device at their
own cost, But time has come to
think about this commuuity, at
least to provide them with pos-
sible subsidies for such surg-
eries or implants and thus re-
habilitating them in society
with meaningful lives. Gov-
ernment as well as interested
promoters lrom private sectors
may come forward and help in-
troduce such programmes and
technaologies In our country,
may be in collaboration with
the donors, aid agencies. espe-
cially WHO and the concerned
manutactures and companies of
the Cochlear Implant device,

Ihe author is a Joint € o
nissioner of Taxes and Moo
ber. Evxecutive Committec. 11]-
CARE School, Dhaka
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Woes of World
Trade Outsiders

The poor members of the WO are caught in a vicious
cycle, reports Associated Press from Geneva

ENALD Clerisime Is the

first to admit he doesn’t

always understand what's

%oing on at the World Trade

rganisation. How can he,

when he can’t be everywhere at
once?

Clerisme s head of the Haiti
delegation to the world's top
rule-making body for trade.
He's also the entire delegation.

Haitl, with seven million
people, Is one of many poor
countries that lack sufficient
representation in an or%ianlﬁa-
tion whose decislons influence
commerce, consumer prices and
jobs around the world.

In contrast to rich and pow-
erful nations whose WTO dele-
gates take limousines to work
and have staffs of two dozen or
more, representatives from
places such as Halti are poorly
equipped to fight for trade
rights.

Clerisme (pronounced cler-
iz-MAY) works from an office
above an appliance shop in a
shabbler quarter of Geneva
about a one mile (1.6 kilome-

tres) from WTO's Jlakeside
headquarters.
The Haitlan delegation

doesn’t have a care. So while
European Union Ambassador
Roderick Abbott and other
diplomats ride in chauffeur-
driven limousines to work,
Clerisme takes the bus,

Clerisme scrambles to attend
meetings because the WTO has
more than 30 different
committees, subcommitiees
and working groups on its
schedule, covering subjects
from textiles to patents to the
environment. Several meetings
may take place at once

"l feel that 1 don’t under-
stand very fully what is going
on. Sometimes they will deal
with things | don't know any-
llling about.” Clerisme said

With 137 members, the WTO
was created in 1995 on the the-
ory that open markets benefit
everyone. Its binding decisions
determine how trade is con-
ducted between nations and
what restrictions countries can
impose to protect their own
producers

The dichotomy in WTO rep-
resentation can overpower its
poorest members

One key issue is the eager-
ness of large nations to export
products at below-market
prices 1o poorer nations,
squeezing domestic businesses
“Dumping” goods can help an
exporter corner a local market
and mAay sometimes result from
production subsidies by gov-
ernmients

| Clerisine ssavs WTO: dispute
settlement — where a country
can air a complaint and a panel
of experts issues a legally bind-
ing judgement — could help
combat rice dumping. a big is-
sue in Haiti.

But Haiti can't use the sys-
temm because it doesnt have
lawyers with enough under-
standing of international trade

law, he says,

Twenty-nine countries —
mostly in African aund the
Caribbean — have no perma-
nent representative in Geneva
at all,

“The question that arises is
how much influence has a
small country got over WTO de- |
cision-making processes? Very
little indee sald George
Williams, who 1s ambassador
for the Caribbean Island of
Dominica in London and gets fo
Geneva for about six
year,

The WTO has sparked riots
from Geneva to Seattle
protests in other places in part
because of the impact economic
globalisation has on the
world’s poor.

For their part, Clerisme and
other WTO representatives fromn
developing countries believe
free trade can help their people.
But the expense of running
diplomatic missions in Geneva
Is a barrier to reaping those
benefits.

Western diplomats estimate
it costs thelr governments US

dollars 300,000 to keep each of
them here.

The big nations also have
major support in their home
capitals, The US Trade Repre-
sentative in Washington has up
to 170 staff and a budget of US
dollar 70 million. That's about
iwo-thirds of Halitli's entire
yearly export earnings.

Clerisme savs he is reluctant
to disagree with other countries
if he is unable to understand an
issue,

“If they ask you to join a
consensus, in the end you finish
by accepting something that is
not in your interests

WTO Director-General Mike
Moore came into office last
September pronnsing to help
countries that can't afford to
have a permanent delegation in
Geneva. Moore, who is from
New Zealand, describes himself
as a Pacific islander who knows
the problems of small, isolated
nations.

"Many can’t afford to sub-
scribe to all the newspapers.
Moore said in an Interview
Others can't even pay for fax
paper

Moore spoke on a day when a
discussion over whether to ad-
mit the West African island na-
tion of Cape Verde to the organ-
isation had to be postponed be-
cause nobody from the country
was able to attend the meeting.

Cape Verde, with a popula-
tion of 405,000, is classified
with Haiti as a “least-devel-
oped™ country, il |

Since his arrival, Moore has
birt ‘in place traiitig' courses
and “Geneva Weeks™ for delega-
tions with little or no regular
representation at the WTO. The
WTO even tries 1o provide news-
paper clippings to needy mis-
Sions

But for Clerisme it's vicious
circle

All 1s Not Well

by Abul M Ahmad

HE lopsided way in which
Bangladesh is 'developing
IS a cause 0l concern

Officially it is being pointed out
that we should not follow the
example of Nigeria, who fretted
away the natural energy re-
sources due to mismanagement
greed and corruption. But is any
attention being drawn to the
way Bangkok rose and fell. as
also oil-rich Indonesia. and
tiger S Korea (even Malaysia
and Hong Kong were not
spared)?

What are the lessons to be
learnt by our planning agencies,
so that the ministries may be
briefed well in advance? When a
problem becomes visible, it Is
casy to criticise. We have to
[oresee and warm, in cases when
the adverse effects start to show
up after several yvears

Such patterns are visible in
Dhaka too. but the regimes are
too power drunk with oppor -
tunistic approach through
background godfathgrs. making
hay while the sun shines. Now
comes the warning (DS June 26)
that the Motijheel commercial
area, the concrete jungle of
high-rise buildings. it facing
danger due to tilting of the land,
as the operation (for several
vears) of a large number of deep
tube wells in the area are dis-
turbing and nnlmlam'm% the
underground water tables,
weakening the surface structure
of the soil, which might cause
buildings to tilt. If it happens,
there is no remedy to save the
buildings, and the economic
loss would be astronomical

We boast about the high pro-
duction of agricultural prod-
ncts. but have we made studlic
on the long-term effects ol 1)
oveorase of synthetic and chieunn -
col lertilisers and pesticides?

L Japan s very careful in inport -

ing food products from coun-
which use high doses ol
man-made fertilisers and pesti -
High and new teclhnolo-
girs have their compensation
which the developing
countries
fully lor long-term planning

11 politic s als ver lalk wul

(Irifs
cides
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building up a superb structure
.|}It l!l?{c‘f"ﬁ'l“‘ ture 'L'-.li”f' ”]t—'
very base or foundation is
faulty. due to the influx of black

money in this business of poli-
and open use of muscle
power and illegal armms. With
corruption and politicization
the political
high. and the compensation has
to be 1 rne by ?]'I' s

This is happening right now.
but the policy makers are
silent

The quality of the future
governors of the country is be-
ing tarnished as the high ethics
ol tertiarv education at all the
three levels is being severely
eroded mainly due to politi ciza-
tion and lowering of profes-
sional standards. The correc -
live steps are vague, vacillating,
and without any sense ot direc-
tion. Is there no body to guide
our education?

The public faith in the cur-
rent mrlmrn] culture is evapo-
rating, and the politicians are
not responding. except with the
stereotyped harangues. The ac -
cumulated feedback will hit
them at a time when they can -
not recover. Bangladesh has
passed through several political
vacunms, and another one is in
the making. It is good if it will
cleanse up the dirty system (a
svinbolical omen: the WASA
nnderground pipes are hurstin(sz:
and the DCC drains are clogged:
— 0o old to deliver!).

All is not well in
angla. ;
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