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Dhaka, Monda

Accent on Rural
Growth Centres

S LOWLY but surely slum-dwellers and urban des-
titutes are clambering up to that proportion of
country's population who remain housed or have
some roofs overhead. A survey recently conducted
by Concern, Bangladesh in some major urban cen-
ters of the country has yielded appalling statistics
about what must be regarded as a grossly distorted
urbanization phenomenon. So asymmetrical It is
that we have deliberately called it a phenomenon
in place of 'a process' that would have suggested a
modicum of normality about it, which of course is
not the case here at all.

The survey highlights two facts as posing ‘the
gravest challenges' before the country: prolifera-
tion of slums to the extent of one-fourth of total
urban population living in shanties; and secondly,
as many as 26 million souls are complete desti-
tutes at this point in time.

With the urban population growing at the rate of
6-7 per cent per annum, outstripping the national
procreation rate of 1.6 per cent, the aggravation in
terms of both growth of slums as well as spread of
homelessness can only be extrapolated to the hor-

ror of all concerned.

An answer to those entirely dreadful prospects
for worsening rich-poor gaps lies in triggering a re-
verse migration from the urban centres to the
countryside or at least ensure that no further in-
flux into the cities takes place to compound the sit-
uation. Without squandering our limited resource
and energy on ‘priorities' of questionable value. all
bundled together as new "thrusts" being given to the
rural sector, we have to concentrate on building
tertiary growth centres so as to have people cling to
them for a living. These will help hold the folks to
the villages whilst giving a better alternative to

slum livers for a return on to the rural lap.

Some latest studies have established the fact

that a vast majority of people who had trekked to

the urban areas would not have left their village
homes at all if they were not driven by some kind
of desperation. It is basically river erosion and in-
debtedness that rendered them landless to a point
of even losing their ancestral homesteads. Since it
is the basic psyche of our people not to leave their

1

living
poor floating souls. But an upgradation of their
conditions might encourage a fresh exodus from
the rural areas. Such a dilemma can only be re-
solved if we have a vibrant rural economy to mag-
netise people to it on an enduring basis.

probably have the
would be something
with the fact that nearly 70 per cent of the force has

no training in traffic maintenance, it would surely
explain the sorry state of Dhaka’s traffic system.
The oddity of the whole situation points to years of

rural hearths and homes unless their backs are to
the wall what we need to do is to develop clusters of
growth centres within their easy reach.

It is absolutely necessary that we improve the
conditions of the slum-dwellers and the

Invest in Traflic
Management

IF one takes the pain to work out the ratio of traf-

policemen to motorised and non-motorised
iri the 'capital, one would
shock of his life, for the result
like one to 571. Put together

fic
vehicles plying

ndifference to the necessity for enhancement,

both qualitative and quantitative, of the relevant
department of the Dhaka Metropolitan Police.
There could be an intense debate over why succes-
sive governments have been so blas¢ over an aspect
of crucial significance to city governance. Budget
constraints
the matter, however, is, traffic mana%ement has
never quite received the importance it should have.
As years went by, the problem snowballed from
crisis to crisis.

ave been a good pretext. The fact of

Thrust on recruitment alone obviously does not

hold the answer. Equal accent has to be put on per-
sonnel training as well. Basically, the situation
calls for increased budgetary allocation to traffic
department. The higher
lice for 2000-01 may prove inconsequential
the magnitude of the problem we are dealing with.
Essentially, therefore, we need to inject money
through other channels. Here, our development
partners could be open to persuasion because they

udgetary allocation to po-
given

are well aware of the need for a vastly improved
traffic management in the metropolis.

In the short term, however, we need to devise a
means for optimal utilisation of our resources. We
understand that a big chunk of the nearly 90,000-
strong police force is engaged in escorting VIPs,
tailing processions, whenever and wherever there
{s one and whoever is in it, etc. Surely, the ar-
rangement could be made more effective and effi-
cient with some shuffling. The people at the top
would best know how to do that. They have to act
fast though, for time is something we don’'t have

aplenty. CaIIIPUSHOtA .

HAKA University campus has become hot
Dagain as soon as it opened after a long summer

vacation. The eruption speaks for itself. A so-
called Bagerhat group of the ruling party student
front BCL ransacked the offices of a couple of
student organisations visibly chagrined at the
alleged kidnap and rape of a youn%l woman on
Wednesday night inside the campus. The young girl
was taken away purportedly at gunpoint by a group
of BCL actlvists alongwith two of her friends from
the mall and later said to have been abused by the
kidnappers. The news leaked out enraging the
general students of the university who brought out
processions protesting the incident of rape on the
campus and demanding punishment for people
responsible for it. Whereupon a lgmup of BCL
activists riding motorbikes followed the
procession, intimidated the protesters and finally
ransacked their offices at the DUCSU bulilding. The
Nagorik Samaj convener Dr. Kamal Hossain has
demanded judicial probe into the incident, reports
on which the university authority however called
'‘baseless and maliclous.’

The highhandedness of so-called student ac-
tivists cannot be condoned. It appears that this fac-
tion or that of the ruling party student wing is go-
ing berserk to disrupt peace and tranqulillity on the
campus much to the discomfort of thousands of
students who give priority to their studies and fu-
ture careers. The university authority must ensure
proper academic atmosphere for the large majority
of students while the ruling party stalwarts made it

| @ point to rein in the wayward student elements.

-

R ——— SR A

e e e e e ey I e a——

. ——

N ERENA—————— e — = ——— = ——— -~

‘WW ST TR Ly e e - 2 T — —— I =
| Sl 1By H 2k A *_ . H":.f.ﬁq‘i:ﬁu 'k - _r%.f._._m o

Are the Wings of IMF being Clipped by a

HE regional conference of
Tthc East Aslan countries

(South-East and North
Asian countries) in June en-
dorsed the concept of Asian
Monetary Fund (AMF), a sort of
regional Monetary Fund to con-
trol and oversee the monetary
policies of the countries in the
reglon. East Asian nations wish
not to be dependent totally on
the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) as its policy Is bein

reeived to be at the dictates o
the industrialised G-7 coun-
tries. It is reported that Indone-
sla, Singapore, South Korea and
the Phﬁlppines stronFiv sup-
ported the setting up of the AMF
at the conference.

This move was taken in the
light of their bitter experiences
of the economic crisis in Asia
in 1997 which was painful and
humiliating for the East Aslan
nations. The East Asian coun-
tries are now prepared to go all
out to forestall another crisis in
future and they seem to address
the issue regionally. If their
concept is implemented, it will
have huge ramifications on the
existing functions of the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF).

[t may be recalled that IMF's
policy to end the crisis was
criticised as its direction was
reportedly found to be flawed.
At the time, the then World
Bank's chief economist, Joe
Stiglitz called for a radical
change of policy towards the

Election Commissioner has

almost settled down despite
the half-throated hue and cry
over his appointment. At the
moment the politicians have
been seized with election fever.
Both the Prime Minister and
the Leader of the Opposition are
making tours across the coun-
try and addressing public meet-
ings. Prior to the formal ap-
pointment of the CEC and
notwithstanding the constitu-
tional provisions empowering
the President to appoint on the
express recommendation of the
Prime Minister, the latter made
frantic efforts to resolve the
discord over the issue sitting
with the leader of the opposi-
tion. Ostensibly, it was a gen-
uine move on the part of the
Prime Minister to seek a con-
sensus. But, to her dismay,
Sheikh Hasina found her oppo-
site number 'uncooperative'.
She didn't however, give up be-
fore making two successive at-
tempts to bring Begum Zia to
the discussion table. Alongside,
she talked to the leaders of
other smaller parties to assure
them that she was eager to work
out an acceptable name for the
position of CEC with Begum
Zia.

Sheikh Hasina was clearly
cold-shouldered by the leader of
the opposition. Her first letter
of request to sit across the table
was responded to in evasive
manner. Begum Zia expressed
her preference to discuss the is-
sue with President, Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed. The
Prime Minister, who would be
very much within her constitu-
tional right to initiate such dis-
cussion, was openly ignored, as
if the BNP Chairperson didn't
consider the level of the Prime
Minister at par with hers to sil
together. This was indeed
ridiculous on her part.

IT appears that the new Chief

One Giant Step tow

ISTORY is in the making

as a scenario, unthink-

able even in the recent
past, is unfolding in the Korean
Peninsula where political stag-
nancy as regards the Korean
Crisis haunted the two Koreas
for the last fifty years. The peo-
ple of the artificially divided
Korea, speaking the same lan-
guage, coming from the same
ethnic roots, and perhaps, pro-
fessing the same religion (at
least before North Korea be-
came communist dominated),
were taken by surprise when the
two arch-rival Presidents of
North and South Korea — Kim
Jong-1l and Kim Dae Jung, re-
spectively — were seen shaking
hands in a jovial mood at the
Pyongyang airport where Kim
from South was given a hearty
and tumultuous reception by
Kim from North. It was indeed a
historic occasfon. It was the
first visit of a South Korean
President to North Korea after
fifty years of hatred and ani-
mosity against each other.

The mission, however im-
ossible it may look, was to
ring the two Koreas to their
nearest point of cooperation,
reconciliation and, perhaps ul-
timately, reunification,
through the two-day suminit in
the capital of North Korea. The
whole atmosphere reflected the
sentiment of two ‘lost’ brothers

by Harun

Analysts believe that the concept

—

of Asian Monetary Fund arose from the frustration of the East

New Regional Monetary Body?

ur Rashid

Asian countries over high-handedness of the IMF. . . Despite the mantra of globalisation sweeping
across in all sectors of human activities, it appears that the East Asian countries

have decided to think of regional solution through regionalism.

crisis-ridden countries. He ar-
gued that the tough fiscal policy
imposed by IMF had actually
worsened Asia’s problems by
constricting thelr struggling
cconomles.

One of the hif_gﬂst problems
confronted by the East Aslan
countries during the crisis was
the need to protect the poor
from the worst effects of the fl-
nancial collapse. It was argued
that IMF had no answer to this

roblem. The US, on the other

and, advocated a market-
based approach, despite grow-
ing concern from countries that
this could not cope with the cri-
sis.

Since then trade co-opera-
tion Is growing among them

and they are now moving into
monetary areas and some ob-
servers say that it is a regional
watershed. The situation Is
compared to that of Europe in
the late 50s.

—————

Although the East Asian
countries have been getting
back on their feet, the idea of an
Aslan Fund has gained new
momentum. The East Asfan fi-
nancial think-tanks are drawn
together by a powerful sense of
post-crisis regionalism. There
appears to be a new vigour In
explo‘rln%l regional arrange-
ments in finance, trade and pol-
itics. At the time of crisis In
1997, people were sceptical
about reglonal solutions. But
now there seems to he a
groundswell in favour of them.

ASEAN (the Assoclation of
South-East Asilan Nations) lor
30 years had a principle of non-
Interference in each other's af-
fairs. But when the crisis which

first commenced In Thalland

spread over the whole region in
1997, the leaders came to re-
alise that the Internal mone-
lary puiicK of a member-coun-
try could have a devastating ef-

fect on other economies in the
region. They had learnt that
one country's crisls was no
longer a “remote fire” but would
be a problem “ next morning™.
The scrupulous observance ol
the prineiple of non-interfer-
ence among ASEAN seems (o
have discarded,

Japan first advanced this
idea of AMF in 1997 while the
economic crisis had hit hard
FFast Aslan countries. The pro-

osed AMF would have a
ISS100 billion with half the
capital contributed by Japan
and a Tokyo-based secretariat
of 200-300 staff,

The US at the thne vetoed the
proposal. Analysts believe that
the US feared that it would be a
Japanese-run ‘slush fund’ for
buying political influence,
handing money uncondition-
ally to countries in economic
crisis. Furthermore IMF would
have marginal control on the
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economic policy of half of Asia
and it was perceived that the
influence of the US, the IMF's
biggest shareholder, would tend

to diminish over these couli-
tries.

Let us look at the scale of
economy of the East Aslan
counltries to appreciate the
dawning of economic regional-
isin in East Asia.

Admittedly Japan domi-
nates the economy of this re-
on. Its annual output is worth
S84 .5 trillion, about half that
of the US. Even after a decade of
cconomic stagnation, Japan
constitutes the world's second-
biggest economy and twice the
size of that of the next-ranked
country, Germany. The rest of
East Asla--the larger economies
of China and South Korea, plus
the 10 countries of ASEAN--
has an annual output worth
USS2.1 trillion. The region’s to-
tal economy of USS6.6 trillion

Time to Woo the Voters Once Again

by Kazi Alauddin Ahmed

The party in power appears to have been very happy with its achievements over the past four years.
The opposition, on the contrary, dismisses it as a total failure. Who measures these two
diametrically opposite claims? It is the people whom Sheikh Hasina implores for a second term.
It is again the same people whom the combined opposition led by Begum Zia entreats to

reject Awami League overwhelmingly.

It is difficult to imagine the
earthly reasons that blocked
Begum Zia from taking a posi-
tive stand. Even if she had
agreed to sit with Sheikh
Hasina It was not necessary
that she would accept whatever
the Prime Minister would have
proposed. In fact, her right to
disagree would not have been in

jeopardy.

Sheikh Hasina must have
taken umbrage at the behaviour
of Begum Khaleda Zia as she
would have taken In last
November with regard to her
telephonic effort to talk to her.
But she appeared to have with-
stood the shock and made a sec-
ond attempt. This was followed
by the effort of Finance Minis-
ter S A M S Kibria with Mr Sai-
fur Rahman of BNP. Things
progressed well for some time
and Saifur Rahman promised
to present a list of BNP leaders
who would meet their Awami

League counterparts in a
preparatory meeting belore
Sheikh Hasina and Begum

Khaleda Zia could sit together
to finalise a deal. Mr Saifur
Rahman wanted Mr Kibria to
wait for the list till his leader,
then on tour to North Bengal re-
turned to the city. Expectation
at all quarters roSe high because
a solution was at sight.

To everyone's surprise Be-

reuniting, after a long period of
pains and miseries.

‘The Sun is Rising’

The two-day summit ended
on 14 June after signing two
landmark agreements on reduc-
ing the ‘cold war’ between the
two parts of the same country,
bringing together divided fami-
lies living in two Koreas since
the Korean war of 1950-53, be-
sides covering f
including North-South recon-
ciliation, cooperation and
most importantly the move to-
wards reunification of Korea. It
was the most successful summit
between the two ‘hostile na-
tions’, paving the way for better
days to come. After the success-
ful conclusion of the summit,
the South Korean President
most emotionally declared:
“The sun s rising at last for na-
tional reunification, reconcili-
ation and peace.”

ir broad areas

Earlier, the South Korean
media was loud in showering
praisé on the success of the

Summit. The Korean Times
compared the summit with the
first landing of a man on the
moon in 1969, and said it was

“one small step for re-concilia-
tion. one giant leap for reunifi-
cation.” Thus the national
mood in two Koreas in celebrat-

gum Zia's speech at Kurigram in
a public meeting instantly re-
versed the whole issue to square
one. She didn't consider ap-
pointment of a CEC at that sta
of any consequence. She would
rather like to see Awami League
overnment of Sheikh Hasina
1and over power to a caretaker
government. Then and only
then she would see or consider
the point of appointing a CEC.
Significantly, she didn't say
that she would sit with Sheikh
Hasina to select one.

Things took a quicker turn.
Sheikh Hasina recommended
Mr Abu Sayeed, a retired Civil
Servant and a former Home
Secretary during Begum Zia's
government, to the position of
the Chief Election Commis-
sioner. It was indeed a strange

coincidence that Mr Sayeed

hailed from Gopalgaij and that
triggered off yet another bone of
contention for the opposition to
brag upon. Instantly there was
sporadic attempt from the op-
position at establishing a rela-
tionship between Sheikh Hasi-
na's family and Mr Abu Say-
eed's. It was readily rebuffed
from the party in power that the
new Chief Election Commis-
sioner was in fact related to Be-

um Zia herself. However, the

ispute over it died down qui-
etly. But the main issue of the
appointment of CEC unilater-

ally by Sheikh Hasina, In spite
of its being within her constitu-
tional rights, kept the opposi-
tion busy.

Meanwhile, the Awami
League government has comn-
pleted four years of its five-year
terin on June 23, 2000. That day
coincided with the foundation
of Awami League. To celebrate
both the occasions a council
meeting of the party was organ-
ised at Paltan Maidan in the
capital. And away in the arena
of Jatiya Sangsad the opposi-
tion MPs led by Begum Khaleda
Zia attended the session for
only 45 minutes. This brief
visit was not to participate in
the proceedings. It was rather a
compelling situation that
brought them there. They
signe
Fnlqlf_.:aﬂer Begum Zia made a
ive-minute speech they all left.
The leader of the opposition
was though not solicited, de-
fended her and others’ presence
"to forestall the attempt by the
government to bring some
amendments to the constitu-
tion which would be anti-peo-
ple, anti-country”. Unfortu-
nately. she didn't remember
that any amendment to the
constitution required 2/3rd

majority votes which Awami
League didn't have.
erhaps she was more con-

by AMM Shahabuddin

ing the success of the Summit,
"is visibly vibrating with hiFh
hopes and expectations, as il a
new nation has been born.”

Tragic History of
Colonial Rule

The Korean Peninsula has
its own tragic history of colo-
nial rule, when WW-II came to
an end on 15 August 1945 after
the German Army surrendered
following Hitler's suicide. The
two war-thine ‘strange-bad-fel-
lows" America and Russia
parted their ways, creating the
most vitiating atmosphere of
‘Cold War’, perhaps a new con-
cept in political scene. With the
surrender of Japan by the end of
August 1945, Korean Peninsula
became f[ree from Japanese
colonial rule of over three
decades. But unfortunately that
newly gained freedom of Korea
was short-lived as other
'wolves’ were waiting there to
grab it. When communist Rus-
sia was busy in pocketing the
East European countries one by
one as its ‘satellites’, America
cast its eyes on the Far East. It
first occupied Japan, making
Gen. Mac Arthur, its 'de facto
king, leaving the Japanese Em-
peror as an ornamental show-
piece. When Korea's ‘new-born’

Management of
the metropolis

Sir, The Dally Star devoted
(quite a number of pages spot-
lighting the mismanagement of
Dhaka city. But as yel there is
no response from the govern-
ment (policy level) on this high-
priority issue; including re-
vamping up of the old, unwork-
able Rajuk structure (formerly
Dhaka Improvement Trust of
DIT); and replacing it with a
modern, technical set-up with
technocrats and modern man-
agement team. There are
ennu%h inputs from interna-
tional agencies with surveys
and appralsal reports. The Ra-
juk and DCC have to implement
the projects and bring lhlnEs
down to routine level (the works
cannol remaln at project level

indefinitely); some local Hi{t‘ll(‘)’
has to take over (without dupli-
cation of routine activities).

It appears the current regime
is not interested in poking this
issue before the polls next year:
because success would be issues
which might bring quick PR re-
furn. Who will tackle the com-
plex and unpleasant issues.

Abul NI Ahmacl
Dhaki

Stop politicising
sport

Sir. | agree with the DS
Sports Reporter (June 29) about
the roling party' extra keenness
to usurp more than the credit
due in political and non-politi-
cal lields, when things go right,

and to beat the hell out of the
opposition on negative trends.

This Is due to distorted en-
forcement of discipline from
the top, and lopsided self-eval-
uation, centering on the en-
largement of the ego. The credit
for the Jamuna Bridge was also
hogged by the ruling party,
sharing credit with none, al-
though Its contribution was
only to deal with the opening
ceremony (accidental coinci-
dence). All functions should not
be politicised.

Leaders should steer clear of
pettiness, at least at the na-
tional level. Create inner space,
for cultivating a more ventilat-
Ing sporting spirit,

A Sport Fan

Dhaka I

freedom was in its ‘infancy’,
America entered the Korean
peninsula with its forces in or-
der to outwit Russia in its cold-
war strategy.

But former Communist ‘Raj’
was also not sitting idle. It had
earlier jumped on North Korea,
while America was forging
ahead, to drive them out.
Meanwhile, Red Chinese forces,
after ousting China’s national-
ist leader Chiang Kaishek from
the mainland, held their sway
over whole of China. They now
entered North Korea to assist
Russian forces to oust the
American forces from the Ko-
rean soil.

The Korean war lasted for
three years from 1950 to 1953,
when finally the north-south
dividing line became the inter-
nationally recognised border
between the two Koreas, which
remained practically sealed for
the last five decades and has
just re-opened with new hopes
and aspirations with' the re-
cently-concluded North-South
Summit in Pyongvang.

An Auspicious
Beginning

America has ‘produced
many ‘strongmen’ not only in
the poor ‘third-world® coun-
(ries, but also in Europe and
even in Russia after the breakup
of the former communist Soviet
Union, the purpose being to
carry their ‘message’ home at
the right place. and at the right
tbme. Such ‘picked-up’ and
‘chosen’ ‘personalities’ are all
familiar and known faces in
the contemporary political his-
tory. We have seen them in In-
donesia (General Suharto). In
Cambodia (Gen Lon Noi), in the
Philippines (Marcos), in Tal-
wan (Chiang Kaishek), in Viet-
nam lNFu inh Diem), so on
and so forth, but last, but not
the least, in South Korea, an au-
tocrat nationalist, Syngman
Rhee who was later ‘installed’
in Seoul as President of South
Korea, through, of course, a ‘free
and fair election.” Earller.
American move to hold a gen-
eral election under the supervi-
sion of UN officials failed, and
they had to return to UN head-
quarters as communist North
didn’t allow that to happen.
Since then communist rule has
been heavily entrenched in the
North and a pro-West Demo-
cratic government in the South.

the attendance register

cerned about the ‘environment'
in the Jatiya Sangsad which
has been blocking her partici-
pation in the sessions for long.
Among the numerous compo-
nents of this 'environment' the

opposition has been althrough

complaining that they were not
allowed to talk in the parlia-
ment. The statistics of time
placed on the table by Speaker
Humayun Rasheed Chowdhury
gave a different picture to the
contrary. Whatever may be the
reason for their abstention
from JS session, it would be for
the overall national interest
that the opposition benchers
participated in the current bud-
get session and proffered con-
structive suggestion on differ-
ent proposals. Their continuous
absence from Jatiya Sa:&sad s,
in reality, adversely ectin

their linkage with the elec-
torates and hence, is likely to
weaken their position in re-
spective constituencies.

Prior to their brief appear-
ance they had meeting of the
MPs in the JS premises. There
was a lot of heated debate on
whether or not to attend the JS
session. At one stage there was
virtual scuffle among some
members comprising those who
thought their abstention was
pointless and those who

thought it was very riﬂ:. How-
ever, their brief atten ce was

Now, when the question of
‘reunification’ comes, the most
pertinent question will be how
the two ‘swords’ can be put in
one sheath? Of course, that's for
future course of events to decide.
The Summit has just ushered in
not the end of the beginning but,
hopefully, the most auspicious
beginning of a glorious end.

he whole question boils
down to one point: how Iis
America going to accept it. Of
course, it has given a long rope
to South Korean President to
create a new promising field.
But it knows how to pull the
strings. America has so [far
considered North Korea as one
of the few “rogue” states for pos-
sessing nuclear bombs and long
range missiles, which accord-
ing to it, poses a constant threat
not only to South Korea and
Japan, but to the whole Asian
region. And at a certain stage
US defence experts were think-
ing in terms of bombarding
North's military installations
to teach it a ‘hard lesson as
they had taught that wayward
Iraq. On the other hand, North
has been demanding with-
drawal of 35.000 US troops sta-
tioned in South Korea which is
lookedd npon by them as a threat

to the North. However, though
poles apart, the proverbial
‘straws’ are showing which way
the wind is blowing. ;

Change in US Attitude
A Hopeful Sign

Meanwhile, thiere has been a
big ‘breakthrough’ in US atti-
tude itself as manifested by the
Republicans-dominated US
House of Representatives, in
close alllance with Democrat
President Clinton, in grantin
China a Permanent Norma
Trade Relations (PNTR). That's
a great relieving feature in the
whole episode. As they say,
“Honey catches more flies than
vinegar®, America is now turn-
ing to using ‘honey' instead of
‘vinegar' to achieve its objective
to obtain a strong foothold in
North Korea's consumer mar-
ket. America has already
gained a ‘foothold’ in North Ko-
rea with heavy food supplies
and other necessities to feed the

poverty-stricken population
there. .
Similar food assistance

from South Korea is also sup-
plementing the US supply. So
when you ‘depend’ on somebody

for feeding your hungry people,

means It accounts for about
one-fifth of world's output.

The East Aslan countries are
getting closely integrated and
collectively it Is reported that
55 per cent per cent of all East
Asian trade is with other East
Aslan countries, compared to
unlg 30 per cent per cent in
1996. They seem (o be working
on agendas that would bring
them more close to one another.
In financial sector, the gov.
ernments of East Asia agreed
last May on the so-called Chi-
ang Matl Initiative, a network of
currency swaps between mem-
ber countries to allow them
greater liquidity in the event of
crisls.

Analysts believe that the
concept of Aslan Monetary
Fund arose from the frustration
of the East Asian countries over
high-handedness of the IMF,
Some say that the most power-
ful person in Asia in 1997-98
wiis not an Asfan or even a resj-
dent of Asia but the IMF's then
managing Director, Mr. Michel
Camdessus. Despite the mantra
of globalisation sweeping
across in all sectors of human
activities, it appears that the
East Asian countries have de.
cided to think of regional solu-
tion through regionalism.

The author Is former
Bangladesh Ambassador Lo the
UN, Geneva.

evidently the only course to re-
tain their seats In the parlia-
ment. The party in power took a
critical view of it alleging that
the opposition MPs could ill-af-
ford to loose their seats and
consequently the facilities they
have been enjoying at the cost
of the public exchequer without
performing their role as elected
representatives of the people.

In fact, such a critical view is
gaining momentum with the
voters too, who have been pre-
dominantly BNP supporters in
1996 election. Added to this,
they are reported to have been
unreceptive to the idea of seat-
sharing with others three par-
ties in the 4-party alliance. Be-
cause, they have genuine appre-
hensions that such sharing
would even pose positive
threats to many local leaders
aspiring for party nomination
in the next general election. On
top of everything there is inter-
nal rift and clash within the
party which often appear to be
assuming unmanageable pro-
portion. The party in power has
too identical problems creating
serious breaches along the
party line.

The party in power appears
to have been very happy with its
achievements over the past four
years.. The opposition. on the
contrary, dismisses it as.a (otal
failure. Who measures these two
diametrically opposite clains’
It is the people whom Sheikh
Hasina implores for a second
terni. It is again the same people
whom the combined opposition
led by Begum Zia entreats to re-
ject Awami League overwhelmn-
ingly. She has a firm convic-
tion that the people will act on
her words. All these are wishiul
thinking and the reality will
only emerge after the election
takes place. Till then we have
got to command patience.

ards Reunification of Two Koreas

you will have to be naturally
obliged to him. Thus the equa-
tion is gradually coming to a
meeting point and the storm
seems to be coming to an end.
“The darkest hour is {ust before
the dawn,” so goes the saying.
Hence with the gradual receding
to the ‘darkest hour’ in the
‘mournful’ history of the Ko-
rean Peninsula, the ‘dawn’ is
approaching fast. However,
there is no such thing as
“instant coffee” in politics. It
takes its due course, and some-
times a lengthy course, for
fruition. Rome was not-built in
a day. So was Berlin wall also
not razed to the ground in a day,
bringing the East and West
Gennany together again. It took
long 20 years since the first
summit of East-West German

leaders held in 1970, for the
Genmans to re-unite.
Hence the South Korean

President warned, and he did
rightly so. that ‘reconciliation’
process will be a lengthy one. So
the ‘reunification’ process may
take a much longer period. But
the first summit has just ended
with promises of reunion of the
divided families, tension re-
duc tion and immediate cessa-
tion ol ugly hate-campaign
against cach other So it has
taken off well and it may not
take such a long period of 20
yvears as in the case of Germans:
the much-desired reunification
may be achieved much earlier
than that.

Time has been definitely
crying for a bold change. The
earlier America, the only su-

wer in world now, realises
this hard truth, the better it Is
for the much-beaten humanity
as a whole. The Clinton admin-

istration has,
brought about a cooling down

effect in North's anti-US stance

through its soft-handed ‘carrot,
and not stick,” policy. North
Korea has already shelved Its
long-range missile policy and
has agreed to build nuclear

wer with US cooperations. If
successful in its new diplomacy
in establishing the much-
needed peace in the Korean
Peninsula, leading ultimately
to its reunification, it will be
another feather in Clintons
cap, after the one he got in es-
tablishing
lations wit

dav ahead.

undoubtedly, °

rmanent trade re-
China. Let morn-
ing show the bright and sunny
"The wriler Is a retired UN
fictal 2
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