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Health

auditorium, Time:

] S ———————————— | |
.' VHSS ﬂrlentatlﬁnz The inaugural session of a one-day
? sOrientation on Communication Process on Reproductjve
E: for the Health Professionals ‘wlllr be held. Organiser: Voluntary
Health Services Society (VHSS). Venue: LGED ‘
9-00 am.
| N

overnment and upp?sltlun in \pnrlimncntnr}- democracy
angladesh Perspective.” Venue: TSC auditorium. Time: 4:00 pm.

DiSC“SSion meetin « Society for Parllamentary
ﬁD&umcracy will hold a discussion meeting on "Role of the

MEEﬁng: Movement lor Visa-Free World (Visa-Mukta Biswa
Andolon) will hold a meeting on "Employment in richer

countries.” Venue: 83 Science Laboratory Road. Time: 7:30 pni.

Board |

Minister for Home,

Paltan. Time: 5.00 pm.

L o e A T ——

uration: Bangladesh Telegraph and Telepl n
InauETTBI will inaugurate a 14,500 Sk

. aka telephone project. Chief grest-
change under its greater Dha I project. Chief guest:
0 B Post and Telecommunications l's'h_:uhaf;m“.d

Nasim. Venue: Basabo Telephone Exchange building.

ine digital telephone

etin * Anti-fascism Democratic (_‘ununltlf*r will hold a
mMesmg, Vrguf: Committee office premises at 68/2, Purana

IS

puL

CON Rﬂth Jatra: a discussion meeting will be
held to begin the nine-day long festival to mark the Sri Sri
Zagannath Deb's Rath Jatra. Organiser: International Society
for Krishna Consclousness (ISKCON). Venue: Sri Sri Radha
Govinda Mandir. 5 Chandra Mohan Basak Street. Time: 2:00

Light rain likely

. Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by

temnporary gusty wind is likely at a few places over Rajshahi,
Barisal. Chittagong and Sylhet divisions and at one or two places
aver Dhaka and Khulna divisions in the next 12 hours till 6 pm

Day temperature may remain ncarly unchanged over the
country during the period, the Met office said.

Yesterday s highest temperature of 35.0 degree Celsius was
recorded at Jessore and Chuadanga and the lowest 23.9 degree

E today. reports UNB.

Celsius at Cox's Bazar.

The sun sets in the capital today at 6:50 pm and rises to-

morrow at 5:15 am.

Maximum and minimum ftemperature and humidity recorded

b in some major cities and towns vesterday were:;

City /Town

Temperature in

Humidity in

Celsius percentage
- Max Min Morning Evening
E_- Dhaka 33.7 26.6 71 a3
Chittagong 33.5 26.0 93 74
3 Rajshahi 3292 27.0 81 34
e Khulna 34.2 28.7 79 70
2 Barisal 33.5 255 81 67
Sylhet 29.5 20.7 92 "
Y Cox's Bazar 33.7 23.9 74 s
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: course on integrated nutrition
jointly organised by
Bangladesh Scouts and

Bangladesh Integrated Nutri-
tion Project was held Friday at
the national headquarters, says
a press release.

M Fazlur Rahman. Chief
National Commissioner and
Secretary. Ministry of Science
and Technology. inaugurated
the course as chief guest. Dr A A
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sultant, BINP, Ataharul Islam.
Line Director lincharge). BINP,

A ATMY Hussovns Sikder; Exec-
fat 1ve

Secretary (inchiarge).
Fanglaaeﬁh' Scouts also spoke
the occasion. while Mihir Kanti
Majumder, Acting National
Commissioner (CD & Health)
presided. Manzoor Ul Karim.
President, Bangladesh Scouts
was present as chief personnel
in the closing ceremony and
pronounced close of the course

A total of 70 scouters and
professionals from all over the
countiry attended the orienta-
liI0N course,

M Anisul Awal. National Con-
- 5, 1)=
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hé’! B ,ar“’.

The orientation programme of the 3rd Batch Executive
MBA under Newport University at Bhuiyan Academy

! was held at its hall room on Friday. Seen in the picture
are (from L) Prof Dr Abbas Ali Khan, Chairman of
Management Dept of Dhaka University (DU), Prof M M
Khan, former dean of Business Faculty of DU, Dr
Rashidul Hasan, Course Counselor, Mostafa Kamal, DG
of BIM and Dr Shaker Ahmed, Professor of Management,

DU.

BUET, Dhanmondi
~ Rotary Club

’ Prof Dr Nooruddin Alined.
Viee-Chancellor of BUET, inau-
Burated a tree plantation pro-
HIe as the chief guest on
t%ﬂnlverslty campus yester-
day, reports BSS.
.__aﬁngl_ade.'sh University of
Engineering and Technology
(IBUET) and Dhanmiondi Rotary

The club has given 1.000
saplings to the BUET authority
this year.

Prof Nooruddin told the n-
augural ceremony that plants
play an important role in pre-
serving the environment as
well as in economic and social
development of the country.

The ceremony was also ad-
dressed by District Governor
Rtn Hasan Maniruzzaman,
President Rtn Md Nurul Haque,
IPP Rin Dr M Enamul Huq and

Club organised 1],¢ pProgramme.

PP Ktin Md Nurul Islam.

me Dr Nooruddin Aht;m-if Vice_ -(-jhnncel]nr, BUET
in-m'.lg,“rming 4 tree plantation programime jointly
Organised by BUET and Dhanmondi Rotary Club at the

~ uUnivers
T wme l. ."-

A ke

campus yesterday. District Governor Rtn

t i Maniruzzaman was also present at the event.
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BTAF vows to
make July 3

rally a success

By Staff Correspondent

Teachers of private schools
and colleges yesterday brought
out a procession in the city de-
manding promotion and 100
per cent allowance from the
government.

Private school and college
unit of Bnnﬁladcsh Teachers
Association Federation (BTAF)
brought out the procession.
They also vowed to make their
grand rally on July 3 a success.

The rocession which
started from Segunbagicha
High School premises, paraded
different thoroughfares of the
city before ending at Jatiya
Press Club.

City and central leaders of
the federation also joined the
procession, a press release by
the federation said.

CPB rejects
DCC budget

By Staff Correspondent

Communist Party of
Bangladesh has re{ectml the
new budget for Dhaka City
Corporation.

The city unit of the party
brought out a procession and
held rally protesting the DCC
budget.

Addressing the rally, party
leaders blamed the sons of the
Members of the Parliament of
the ruling party for resorting to
terrorism in the society.

They also demanded a
proper transport management
and a ban on plying vehicle
with two stroke-engines in city
to check air pollution.

Morshed All, Ahsan Kabir
Laviu, Mahbubul Haq Ripon
addressed the rally presided
over by its city unit president
Ashiral Hossain Asshu, says a
press release,

Fruit Fair
opens

Forest and Environment
Minister Syeda Sajeda Chowd-
hury yesterday advised all to
plant fruit trees in their houses
to keep ecological balance, re-
ports BSS.

She said this while speaking
at the inaugural function of a
fruit fair orﬁanised by Ladies
Club at the Naval headquarters
in the city.

The function was presided
over by the club president, Mas-
tura Haque. It was attended,
among others, by chief of Naval
Staff Rear Admiral A Taher and

President of Naval Family
Welfare Association Dipika
Kamrunnesa.

“The declining bio-diversity
and lack of local verity of fruits
creating an ecological imbal-
ance in the coyniry.;” the minis-

i 1 . BT ReE
ter-said.

The function was followed
by a cultural programme.

Later, the minister visited
diflerent stalls and distributed
prizes among the participants

Clash between
rival bus owners
leaves 4 hurt
in Shariatpur

Clash between rival bus
owners at Monohor bazar in
Sadar thana in Shariatpur dis-
trict at 12 noon Saturday left 4
workers seriously injured and
halted traffic movement on
Dhaka-Shariatpur road for 6
hours, reports UNB.

Witnesses said the clash en-
sued between supporters Shari-
atpur District Bus Owners
Samity and Dhaka-Shariatpur
Bus Owners Samity over estab-
lishing supremacy in the area.

Injured Sultan, 30, and An-
war, 28, were rushed to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital in a
critical condition while Masud
25 and another unidentified
worker admitted to Sadar Hos-
pital.

Additional police was de-
ployed at several points in the
town as tension was mounting
among the rival gronps.

Death anniversary
The |4th
death an-
niversary of
renowned
businessman
Abdul Hakim
of Tejkuni-
para will be
| s o™ observed to-
R WEE - 2} day, says a
press release.
To mark the day, a kangali
bhoj (feeding the destitutes) and
milad mahfil will be arranpged
at his village home Barachar
(Palash PS), Narshingdl. Late A
Hakim was the husband of late
Ms llasina Khatun, former Dj-
rector, Deptt of Soclal Service.

20) prison guards
hurt in Rome
prison riot

ROME, July 1 : Twenty-six
prison ;iuartis were Injured, one
seriously, In rioting in Rome's
Regina Coell Prison overnight,
police union officials said to-
day, reports AFP.

Four prisoners were isolated
after violence broke out in one
prison block unexpectedly and
without any apparent reason,
sald Marco Mammuccari, an of-
ficlal with the CISL union,

Inmates were sald to have at-
tacked guards with iron bars af-
ter dismantling beds following
a decision by the administra-
tion to transfer several de-
talnees from the block after
non-violent disputes.

Three prisoners tried to
force thelr way Into the office of
A prison Inspector who was se-
rlously Injured In the scuffle,
suffering from a broken arm
and a concussion.

| sibilities

{ Corporatiomn

Two students explaining their project to visitors at the annual Science Fair 2000 of St
Joseph School held at its premises recently.
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A communist never dies till
he quits, Jyoti Basu says

“"A communist never quits,
till he dies.”

These were the words, that
the West Bengal Chiel Minister
Jyotl Basu used before he de-
parted for Israel recently, re-
ports IANS from Calcutta.

The talks of retirement that
had been pondering in the air
for sometimne now, has disap-
peared with the statement that
he at Calcutia Airport, before
his departure. Basu will be out
of the country for 20 days. He
will spend quite a few days In
Israel exploring business pos-
Then he will fly off to
London to attend the wedding
ceremony of his granddaughter
Payel.

"Even though, this is purely
a holiday trip, |1 decided to take
along some prominent busi-
nessmen of the state to explore
investment possibilities with
the Israel government and
some more in London,” he said.

The questions however, were
more on the recent elections to
the Calcutta and Salt Lake
Municipal Corporations. And
Basu was quick to point out that
the party had suflered because

he was absent from the cam-
paigning.
‘I could not participate

properly during these elections
as the doctor had advised me to
take rest,” said Basu. "] have a
persistent backache that de-
manded rest. So 1 was forced to
stay away from the Munlicipal
cleastdons.
Howeved, | that 'will! kot 'Belthe
case in the next Assembly elec-
tions,” he pointed out. “I've re-
alised that the party has missed
me. So | have decided to con-
tinue politics. The next

Assembly elections will see me
more active,” he added.

Basu however, made it quite
clear that he was willing to ac-
cept the Congress as an alliance

to keep out the Trinamul
Congress-Bharatiya Janata
Party in the Calcutta

Corporation. "We are fighting
together as an alliance in a
number of other states. As far
as my information goes, the
CPIM and the Congress are
working together in Andhra
Pradesh. So why can’'t we do it
here In West Bengal? One has to
decide now. As far as | am con-
cerned, such an alliance,
should be our first priority,” he
said before his departure.

the Trinamul
Congress leader Mamata
Banerjee said that she did not
want to take the help of the
Congress in forming the
Municipal Board in Calcutta.
‘It any Congress candidate
wants to leave the party and
come over and join us, then he
iIs most welcome,” Mamata
said. "However, | will not go
into an alliance with the party
itself. To do so, 1 would have to
severe ties with the BJP which

is not possible. They have al-
ways stood by me.”

On the other hand the
Congress state unit president, A
B A Gani Khan Choudhury
stated that the party may ask
its elected members to stay
away [Iromm the Calcutta
Municipal Corporation the day
the Municipal Board formed.
“We may abstain from voting
and may not support any
party. Choudhury said adding
“The final decision will be

Meanwhile,

taken on this matter by the
high command in Delhl.”

Choudhury, however made it

clear that Congress will not
tolerate any defection. “The
anti-defection bill is applicable
even in the Corporation. So we

will not hesitate to employ it, {f

the Trinamul Congress lures
any of our candidates into join-
ing them

The entire picture regarding

the formation of the new board,
remains hazy because of these
new developments,
Trinamul Congress which had
been claiming that they will
form the Board, because eight
Congress elected councillors

will join them shortly has now

gone mum on the issue.

Two rebel candidates of the
Trinamul candidates who con-
tested the elections and have
worn, have been taken back into
the party. This has increased
the strength of the alliance to

64 (Trinamul Congress 57, BJP

4, Trinamul supported inde-
pendent candidate 1 and rebel
Trinamul Congress candidate
2). On the other hand, the Left
Front has a total of 62 council-
lors (Left Front 60, Left Front
supported independent candi-
date 2). Against this backdrop
the Congress has only 14 coun-
cillors.

One person also won as a
rebel Congress candidate from
ward number 109. So even if he
joins the Trinamul the
strength of the TMC-BJP al-
llance will still be only 65, six
short of the majority mark.

There is a feeling in the air,
that ultimately, the Left may
have the last laugh with the
help of the Congress.

The

city yesterday,
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Hijackers being handed over to police after they were caught at Palassy Crossing in the

— Star photo

Pakistan to buy fighter
jets from China

UTHAL. Pakistan, Julv 1
Pakistan is planning to buy so-
phisticated F-7MG fighter jets
from China but !ho move
should not affect relations with

Obifuary

Begum Akhtar Banu, wile of

late Tofazzal Hossain Shikder
of Dhamaron village under
Munshiganj district :hml at the
Metropolitan Hospital in Man-
hattan, New York. US on
Thursday. She was BO, says a
press release,

she left behind her 6 sons, 6
daughters and a host of rela-
tives to mourn her death.

Her body (s expected to ar-
rive tomorrow aboard a Biman
Bangladesh Alrlines’ flight and
will be burled at her village
home after Zohr prayers on the

sane w _
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the United States, military
ruler General Pervez Musharraf
sald today, reports AFP,

"Our air force needs more
planes and we are certainly
dealing with China to purchase
them,”" Musharral said after a
ground-breaking ceremony for
a coastal highway near Uthal in
southern Baluchistan province,

"We purchase a lot of things
from China, with whom we
have a very old relationship."

He said the plans should not
be read as a slight to the United
States, which has cancelled a
sale of F-16 fighters to Pakistan
and has recently been harsh in
its eriticism of Islamabad’'s al-
leged tolerance of terrorism.,

Washington is also under-
stood to have shifted its South
Aslan allegiances from Pak-
Istan to India after US Presi-
dent Bill Clinton's landmark
trip to the sub-continent in
March.

‘It is pot true that we are de-
veloping our relations with the
Chinese because the US has
tilted towards India,” Mushar-
ral said.

Musharraf last week de-
scribed the completion of the
Chinese-alded Chashma nu-
clear power plant near Mi-
nawall In central Punjab
province as "a major milestone
in Pakistan's peaceful pursuit
ol nuelear technology.”

China has been a strong ally
to Pakistan over the years in n
bid to counter the equally cosy
relationship.

China begins
new military
exercises

TAIPEIL, July 1: China began
a new round of military exer-
cises in an area close to several
Talwan-controlled islands to-
day, but Taiwanese authorities
shrugged off the threat posed by
the drills, calling them "rou-
tine", reports AFP.

The two-day live-fire ma-
noeuvre s the fifth of its kind
in the same area since May 25
when the People's Liberation
Army (PLA) began a series of
artillery exercises in waters
stretching from Quanzhou Bay
to Shenhu Bay in the southeast
Chinese province of Fujflan.

‘It Is merely part of the PLA's
many routine drills,” sald a
Taiwanese defence ministry of-
ficial.

"The exercises are not di-
rected at Talwan or its frontline
islands,” he sald.

Talwanese authorities had
warned ships and airplanes to
avold the drill area, which is
close to Kinmen, a fortified is-
land manned by Talwanese
troops just two Kkm off the
mainland’'s southeast coast.

Tatwan itself {s expected (o
hold the annual joint forces
wargame "Han Kuang (Chinese
Light)" In August.

China, which considers
Talwan as part of {1s territory
awaiting reunfication. has
threatened to use force against
the island {f it should declare
Independence or indefinitely

prolong reuntfication talks. ) |

|
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Death from beating

From page |

with her ornaments.
Kolilnoor Iicg{um. a pregnant
housewlfe, was beaten to death

at Hatilpur village In Bogra
Sadar on June 14. Abul
Hossain, father of the victim

filed a case accusing the vic-
tim's husband, mother-in-law,
brother-in-law and six others.
Another pregnant house-
wife, Shahida Begum. 24, was
beaten to death by her husband
at Katipara village In
Nilphamari Sadar on June 24
as she tried to resist his second
marria%e.
A trifling matter cost the life
of another pregnant housewife
at Bashudia village in La-
xmipur Sadar upazila. Amena
Begun, 25, was beaten (o death

by a male neighbour on June 26
during an altercation over
collecting coconults from a tree,

A young housewife, Lata
Begum, was beaten to death by
her husband at Tangall on June
11 on suspicion that she had ex-
tra marital affair.

Sakina Begum, 18, was
beaten to death by her husband
Yunus Mian In less than three
weeks of their marriage. The
incident took place at Sarl-
shakata village under Bhu-
langata union in Cox's Bazar
district on June 13. Local people

who caught Yunus and handed
him over top police alleged that
he used to beat her almost every
day since the marriage.

Housewife Lutfa Begum was
beaten to death by her husband
Azizul Huq for dowry at
Bhelazan in Thakurgaon dis-
trict on June ]. He had de-
manded Tk 50 thousand.

Nur Nahar, 35, a garments
employee, was beaten to death
by her jobless husband in
Chittagong on June 24 as she re-
fused to meet his demand for
money.

Shamsul Huq, father of a
domestic help — Shapla — was
beaten to death at East Sherpur
village under Parbatipur thana
in Dinajpur on June 11 after a

r of gold bangles of the house
ady was found missing

Shapla used to work at the
house of one Abu Yahiva. Her
father was called and beaten to
death when the house lady
failed to recover her ornaments
even after confining Shapla for
three days,

Abdul Mannan Baparl, was
beaten to death by his son-in-
law at Dholaipar in Dhaka city
June 17. The incident took
place when Mannan went to his
daughter's house and charged
his son-in-law for not provid-
ing sufficient food to his wife.

Khaleda

From page |

velopment of the country.

The former prime minister
sald the Opposition tried its
best to play its due role in the
Jatlya Sangsad but the govern-
ment did not allow the opposi-
tion lawmakers to speak in the
House,

“There is no scope to discuss
Important national Issues in
parliament. The Ganges Water
Sharing Treaty and the accord
relating to  Chittagong Hill
Tracts were signed secretly and
without any discussion in the
Sangsad,” she sald. adding that
the Opposition has been boy-
cotting JS sessions after it
failed to speak on the above na-
tional issues.

"The Jatiya San%aa:i has
been turned into a ruling party
forum and the people have no
confidence in it”".

The BNP chief called upon
all to come forward and work
together to 'protect the country
and its people from the present
suffocating situation ' and ad-
vised them to face government's
repressive acts with courage

“Let's us work together to
build a liveable country for our
future generation by eliminat-
ing terrorism, corruption and
immoral practices. Let's we join
the current struggle to consoli-
date our hard earned indepen-
dence and democracy. Our
united efforts will enable us to
face the challenges of the 21st

| century,” she said.

Khaleda lauded the Rotari-
ans programines to resolve the
arsenic problem and appreci-
ated their fresh drive to ensure
supply of arsenic free water to
the people.,

Rotary District Governor
Hasan Maniruzzaman. Kazi
Wahidul Alam, M Mosharraf
Hossain, Iftekharul Alam and
Abdul Mannan MP addressed
the function while a large num-
ber of Rotarians and leaders
from different parts of the
country attended. Some Rotari-
ans from abroad were also pre-
sent.

Prominent Rotarians
Mostafa Zaman Abbasi, Dr R A
Gani, Prof Jalal U Ahmed, Em-
dad-ul-Haq and Tawfiq Aziz
Khan were present on the occa-
sion

12 injured 1n
C'nawabgan
clash

CHAPAINAWABGANJ, July
1: At least 12 people were in-
jured in a clash between two
groups of people at Courtbagan
microbus stand here today, re-
ports UNB.

Of the injured., four were
admitted to Sadar hospital in
critical condition. They are:
Nasirul, 22, Shahid, 22, Sayeed,
27 and Mukul, 25.

Police said the clash ensued
at about 10:30 am following a
scuffle between the helper and
driver of a microbus as the
helper demanded his dues

Violence

From page |

he refused to pay toll

In another incident, Peyara
Begum, 16, a garments worker,
was shot by muggers at Sher
Shah Colony in the city at 7:30
am today. She received injuries
in her chest.

The muggers fired at her as
she tried to resist the muggers,
police said.

N 1
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Trawler loot

From page |
union allegedly led the l-rmtmg

of the trawler belonging to Ayu
All, a businessman of Barguna
district

According to a reliable

source of KMP, ward commis-
sioner Babul has replaced Er-
shad Shikder along with a
group of AL leaders at Skid
Ghat. He iIs now involved in
smuggling of foodgrains and
Indlan sugar, drug trafficking.
looting of foodgrains, fuel and
lertilisers from ghat areas

A BNP leader and former
MP. iIs also in the list of KMP
for his alleged {nvolvement in
drug trafficking and smuggling.
the KMP source said. But he is
being spared from police action
due to his secret links with a
group of ruling party leaders,
said a reliable source of Khulna
bazar and Skid Ghat business-
men who are now scared of the
emergence of what they
New Ershad Shikder

A top ranking official of
KMP said today that allout ef-
lorts are being planned for
Keeping Skid Ghat and other
Key conmmercial areas free from
terrorists and political godfa-
thers

But there are allegations
that situation in those areas
have already taken and alarm-
ing turn with the re-appearance
of absconding armed cadres of
Shikder, who have started re-
organising themselves with full
support of a group of ruling
pariyv leader

BCL activists
From page |

at Surja Sen Hall. They first
took the girl to 1ER building and
then to an unknown place
where she was allegedly raped,
the reports said.

Meanwhile, Dhaka Univer-
sity authorities in a press re-
lease on Friday night said the
news published in two national
dailies in this regard was 'con-
fusing and baseless

Different organisations vyes-
terday expressed their concern
over the alleged incident of rape
of a young woman. after kid-
napping her fromn university's
Mall Chattar on Wednesday

Gana Forum, Jativatabadi
Chhatra Dal. Bangladesh Chha-
tra Union, Bangladesh Chhatra
Federation, Biplobi Chattra
Maitri, Nagarik Samaj, Chattra
Oikyva Forum yesterday issued
press releases protesting the al-
leged incident. The organisa-
tions also demanded punish-
ment to the culprits

)
348 rape
From page |

The report said 27 of the vic-
tims died in the jail custody and
five in the custody of law en-
forcers. Five others were shot
dead by the law enforcers

A total of 83 women suffered
burn injuries from acid throw-
ing. Twenty-five of them were
victims of family feud.

Nine women were tortured
following fatwa. the report
ﬂddﬁl

A total of 21 women were
tortured m thanas while 60 in
different places.

US actor Walter
Matthau dies

LOS ANGELES, July 1 : US
actor Walter Matthau died of a
heart attack early today, a
spokesman for Saint John's
Health Centre in Santa Monica.
California sald. He was 79, re-
ports AFP.
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TALK B8Y

TOFAIL AHMED
MINISTER FOR INDUSTREES

DHAKA REPORTERS UNITY

Industries Minister Tofail Ahmed speaking at a discussion

on ‘Industrial Development and Investment' organised by
Dhaka Reporters Unity (DRU)

at its auditorium yesterday.
(Story on page-8)



