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Outlaws kill
constable, loot
police camp
in Madaripur

MADARIPUR, July 1: A con-
stable was killed and all the
arms were looted from a police
camp at Shibchar in a fierce
attack by outlaws at 5.30 pm to-

day, reports UNB.
yﬁccg:}ding to firsthand in-

formation, an armed grou F be-
lieved to.be members of out-
lawed Sarbahara Party, at-
tacked suddenly the outpost
manned by about 19 police offi-
cials and constables.

"The gunmen stormed into
the camp firing at random
when the inmates were unpre-

" says the report.

The camp is located about 2
miles off the thana headquar-
ters.

One of the sentries, identi-
fied as Thandu Mia, died in the

- shootout, police said.
. In minutes they looted all
e 19 arins at the camp when
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the police stood hapless,” said a
police official at the district
control room.

The looted firearms included
to SMGs and 17 rilles. The at-
tackers first shot down the sen-
try and then damaged the wire-
less set before overrunning the
police outpost.

On information, two pla-
toons of police of the armed bat-
talion rushed to the spot from
the police headquarters in
Dhaka.

Police launched a massive
search operation.

Special drive in
Khulna to nab

criminals, outlaws

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, July 1: Police
launched special drive in 60 po-
lice stations in Khulna division
early this morning to arrest ab-
sconding accused in murder
cases, armed terrorists and
members of the outlawed par-
ties.

The drive will continue for
- months, said a high police
official of Khulna Rauge.

‘Police sup€rintendents ot
the ten districts of the division
will lead their respective spe-
cial teams formed with BDR
jawans, APBN and riot police.

Twenty special teamns have
been formed with five platoons
of BDR. five platoons of APBN
and 157 riot policemen.

They will be guided by all of-
ficers-in-charge of the police
statons in case of emergency,

The source further said that
the special drive till September
30, 2000 will not at all be polit-
ically-biased as directed by the
IGP Nurul Huda during a con-
ference of police superinten-
dents of Khulna division held
in Jessore on June 27.

The police superintendents
have also been asked to ensure
that no murder and terrorists
acts are reported from any of
the ten districts during the
three-month long special drive.

— Inside Today
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Growth of urban slums and
spurt in homeless population
are two of the 'gravest chal-
lenges' the country Is now fac-
ing, a study said.

"There are now approxi-
mately 1.2 million households
in urban slums or 24 per cent of
the total urban population are
living there. Some 0.6 million
more households are either
squatting or homeless, result-
ing in total homeless popula-
tion of 2.6 million. Of them, one
fifth could be floating women
and one tenth could be street
children.” it pointed out.

The study on 'Needs Assess-
ment Survey of the Disadvan-
taged Women and Children in
the Urban Areas of Bangladesh'
was conducted by Concern
Bangladesh, an NGO. It covered
urban population of Dhaka.
Khulna, Chittagong and Ra-
jshahi cities and Jessore,
Comilla and some other major
towns.

By staff correspondent

The target ulation for the
survey I:mlucs,:j‘ socially and
economically disadvantaged
women and children, especially
sex workers, the disabled and
the street children.

An earlier study on "Float-
ing People and Slum Popula-
tion" by Bangladesh Bureau of
Statistics showed that 50 per
cent of them were In Dhaka
city. followed by-12 per cent in
Chittagong, 10 per cent in
Khulna and eight per cent in Ra-

jshahi city.

“Interventions have been
outlined to redress the
grievances and alleviate suffer-
ings of dlsadvanta{;ed woimeil
and children in order to bring
about qualitative changes in
their lives.” the study said.

The studies also showed that
urban population is increasing
by about six per cent a year
while the overall population
growth rate is 1.6 per cent.

The NGO study said apart

26 million homeless

One-fourth of urban
people live in slums

from brothel based sex workers,
33 per cent of the floating
women are 'mainly engaged In
sex work' as a means of liveli-
hood. The number of such float-
Ing sex workers would 'range
from 83.000 to 171,000.

Besides, five per cent of the
disadvantaged children are en-
gaged in sex work. There are
about 13,000 child sex workers
aged 10 to 1D.

Among the disadvantaged
womern, the study said, brothel
sex workers are the },'nun%f'st
(mean age 25 years) .followed by
floating women (mean age 28)
while the floating disabled
women are the oldest ( mnean age
34).

"Brothel sex workers are not
only the youngest but they are
also more literate. Of them, 15
per cent attended school, fol-
lowed by floating sex workers
(1] per cent) and least literate
are floating disabled women (3
per cent),” the study saidl
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Workers reinforce the outer boundary of the Shaheed Intellectuals Memorial at Rayerbazar with sand and earth to

shield it from

erosion by the Buriganga, rising steadily for the last few days. The Memorial, opened last yvear, had

been threatened by the river, chipping away the earth work, reported to have been done in haste with poor
— Star photo by Sheikh Enamul Hugq.

compaction.

At least 31 people were
beaten to death in separate in-
cidents in the capital and dif-
ferent parts of the country last
month, according to police and
newspaper reports.

The death toll from beating
was 26 in May.

Of those killed in June, five
including a 13-year-old domes-
tic help were in the city, eleven
in Faridpur, two in Jhenidah
and one each in Bogra, Nil-

hamari. Gazipur, Feni. Tha -

gaon, Mymensingh, L z

r, Jessore, Dinazpur, Cox's

azar. ,Tangall, Thakurgaon
and Chittagong.

The victims included eight
housewives, beaten to death by
their husbands or family mem -
bers. Three of them were report -
edly pregnant. One housewife
was beaten to death for alleged
extra marital relationship.

Ten persons were killed on
suspicion of being dacoits, mug-
gers and thieves.

The 13-year-old domestic

Deaths from beating on rise

31 killed in country last month

By Shaikh Nazrul Islam

death by two brothers at their
Zakir Hossain Road residence
at Mohammadpur on June 22
when Tk. 600 was found miss-
ing from the house.

Police arrested them when
the family attempted to dump
the body of the boy. They were

348 women
raped in

six months. .
By Staff Correspondent

At least 348 women were
raped in the country in the last
six months, 39 of whom died,
the Ain O Shalish Kendra said
in a report yesterday.

The report was prepared on
the basis newspaper reports.

Of them, 142 were gangraped
and six fell victims to law en-
forcers. Of the total victims, 27
did not mention details about
the incidents.

)

later sent to Dhaka Central
Jail.

BSS news a%em'}' had re-
ported that on June 21, eight
alleged dacoits were beaten to
death at Kamardangi village in
Sadar upazila of Faridpur dis-
trict.

But the SP of Faridpur when
contacted told this correspon -
dent that investigations found
the report baseless. He however
did not elaborate.

According to the BSS report,

15 Ja W arcived. .. at Ka -
mardangl In the evening in a
country boat. Challenged by the

villagers, they falled to answer
questions and started fleeing.
The villagers chased and caught
eight of them, beat them to
death and threw the bodies into
a nearby river. The rest fled
away.

In another incident at
Faridpur town, a sex worker
was beaten to death by a client
on June 17 when she started
screaming as he tried to escape

Only 1400 traffic police control
over 8 lakh vehicles in city

70pc of them lack training, admits top official

Only 1400 policemen of DM-
P's traffic department are en-
gaged in maintaining traffic in
the capital where more than
three lakh registered motor
vehicles and 80 thousand li-
censed rickshaws are plying,
sources said.

Besides. over four lakh ille-
F,a.l rickshaws and carts and a
Iargf_r vvrerher of “n“_ﬂ‘ﬂn"-‘._td mo-
tor vehicles have made the
city's traffic situation precari-
ous with frequent jams on im-
portant points, the sources
added

But about 70 per cent of the
traflic force has no training on
maintaining traffic, Serajul Is-
lam. DC (South) of the depart-
ment. admitted replying to a
question. He refused to make
further comment.

“Our force should be at least
doubled to ensure smooth traf-

Star Report

points”.

Other officials said inade-
quate training Is not only re-
sulting in poor service from

traffic policemen but also caus-

ing injury to some of them
while discharging duties,

They said the force is inade-
quate to ensure smooth traffic
in the 17th mega-city of the
world, But mere fncreasing the
strength i{s not the only solu-
tion to the deterjorating traffic
situation, they observed

"We have identified a large
number of points where perma-
nent deployment of at least one
traffic constable is necessary
But we can not do that due to
limitation of force”, said a high
official

The situation can be im-
proved to some extent by
Twelfth

strictly {-nf{jrc‘in% the
Schedule of the M

otor Vehicle

vides for fine for defying rules,
hf' 1‘*-riHi

Taking advantage of short-
age of force, the unfit and unli-
censed vehicles, illegally
parked vehicles and vehicles
without required documents are
escaping the punishment, he
added

"During peak hours traffic
w s emen aze I*H‘-‘:Tl‘.'
in frantic efforts to keep the

traffic moving and do not get
fime 1o taKe care of violation of
ules ., he said

The traffic department ai
ranges 10 to 15 days' training
on primary lessons of tratfic
contfrol for the new recruits at

the {IZ'IJ,”HHI*H[ but this iIs not at

all sufficient, another ificial

said

Sometimes they give wrong
Siglal ol do not understand
what to do”, he said pointing

engaged

counts and fix it at sevej
cent.

_June | SinFises | Sun Sets

[_July 3

L 92 I T 6somm
5 Tham

help — Rashid — was beaten to See page 11 col 8 See page 11 col 7 I fic movement at major city Ordinance 1983, which pro- out the lack of training
NCBs to cut interest | ‘urotsike | T .aw & order won't improve as |
Kh hhari : : !
rate on some waguehha | govt itself resorts to terrorism
types of depOSlt From Our Correspondent | Some 10 murdered, 8 raped every day, says Khaleda

By Shahriar Karim

The Nationalised Commer-
cial Banks (NCBs) yesterday de-
cided to cut interest rate on
some types of deposit in a move
considered necessary following
reduction of lending rate last
month, sources concermed said.

The four NCBs decided to fix
interest rate on short term de-
posit (STD) at five per cent as

aﬁainst Six per cent earlier.
T

ey also decided to reduce the
rate of interest on savings ac-
per
Earlier, Sonali Bank and
Rupali Bank's interest rate was
7.75 per cent and that of Agrani
Bank and Janata Bank was 7.5
per cent.

The four NCB boards yester-
day took the decision jointly,
the sources said.

Earlier in the first week of
last month, the four NCBs cut
the lending rate for some thrust

seclor industries to 10 per cent
from 13.5 per cent to help expe-
dite industrial growth.

Justifying the move to cut
interest rate on deposits, a se-
nior banker said that otherwise
the NCBs would have to bear a
loss of Tk 23 crore to give a Tk
500 crore term loan.

However, observers think
that the decision would dis-
courage small depositors. They
would now go for government
sponsored savings instruments
which bear higher interest.

The finance minister, while
proposing the budget for fiscal
2000-2001 had lowered interest
rate on savings instruments,
which was a demand of the in-
dustry and business circles.
However, the government later
restored the earlier rate much
to the surprise of business bod-
ies.

day protesting robberies and ex-
tortion on
Khagrachhari roads and arrest
of three transport workers.
They went on
strike following a

transport owners and workers
Friday afternoon.

came angry when the dacoits
looted buses, trucks and jeeps

Feni-Ramgarh road on Friday
morning.

dE*S([;HE‘ repeated appeals.

was committed in front
Muhuriganj highway
outpost on Feni bypass.

The leaders of transport
owners and workers alleged

See page 12 col |

halted traffic on four routes to-
Feni-Ramgarh -
indefinite

decision
taken in separate meetings of

unions at Feni and Ramgarh on
The transport workers be-
one after another at Talibari on
The workers alleged that po-
lice did not turn up to help them
n Thursday, a bus dacoity

of

police

BNP Chairperson Khaleda
Zia has said since this govern-
ment resorts to terrorism and
uses police as party force to
suppress the Opposition, it is
not possible for it to improve
law and order in the country.

Law and order is further de-
terforating and on an average,
some 10 people are killed and
eight women and girls raped ev-
ery day while snatching and
Kildnapping are going on un-
abated, she said.

The Leader of the Opposition
in Parliament was addressing
an inter-city meeting on
“Environment and Literacy”
organised by Rotary Interna-
tional marking the Rotary year
launching ceremony 2000-2001
at Sonargaon Hotel yesterday.

Khaleda said now people are
not safe even in the hands of
law enforcers and blamed the

Jguvernlm"nt for such a situa-

By Staff Correspondent

tion.

Referring to various unto-
ward incidents, she questioned
how could law and order im-
prove if ministers lead 'stick
procession’ against judges of the
highest court, ministers, top
ru ingl party leaders and MPs
and their family members are
involved in criminal activities
like murder, robbery and
forcible occupation of house.

The government has also
made all democratic institu-
tions including the Election
Commission subservient to the
ruling party through indiscrim-
inate politicisation and nepo-
tism at all levels, she alleged.

Khaleda said the govern-
ment has introduced Public
Safety Act to 'protect its power
and harass opposition ac-
tivists.' Identified terrorists are
getting shelter from those in
power and the ruling party's

terrorists and snatchers are do-
ing whatever they like because
they do not have to face action
under the PSA’', she added

The BNP chiefl said the situ-
ation Is worsening in all fields
Closure of local industries one
after another, rising unem-
ployment, increasing drug ad-
diction, massive unfair means

in public examinations and fall | !
| in polythene when they were

in the standard of education
prove this.

Normal trade and business
are now at stake because of un-
hindered smuggling. Commer-
cial banks are not being able to
provide loan to industrial and
business sectors as the govern-
ment itself is borrowing thou-
sands of crores of taka from
banks. she said.

The Opposition Leader
stressed the need for reversing
the prevailing situation for de-

See page 11 col 7

Iran jails ten jews for

SHIRAZ, Iran, July 1: Ten
out of 13 Iranian Jews accused
of spying for Israel were given
jail sentences totalling up to 13

years after a controversial
closed-door trial, defence
lawyers sald today, reports

AFP.

While judiclary chief Hos-
sein-All Amirl sald sentences
on the 10 Jews and two Muslims
convicted were less than ten
years, the lawyers sald that (n
the case of four of the Jews
combined charges carried more
than this term.

The remaining three Jews
and two Muslims charged were
acquitted, Amiri added.

Shiraz trader Hamid Tefelin,
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the main defendant, and Asher
Zadmehr, were each given nine
years for spying for Israel plus
four years for “collaboration”
with the Jewish state, Iran's

il Ty e TR T MY g A ik

arch enemy, defence lawyers
sald,

The lawyers' spokesman,
Ismall Nasseri, said all the ac-
cused, who were not In courlt

when the sentences were ajl-
nounced, would appeal.

"This verdict Is a great mlis-
take, it Is political and unac-
ceptable for the families and
the lawyers," he sald.

The verdict In the closed-
doors trial before a revolution-
ary court had been anxiously
awalted across the world, amid
conflicting signals on whether
the death penalty would be pro-
nounced.

International observers had
expressed concern about the

falrness of the ftrial, particu -

larly after eight of the 13 Jews
ave televised confessions to
the spyving charges.

spying for Israel

Nasser Levi-Halm was given 11
visurs i total, Ramin Farzam
100 vears, Shahrokh Paknahad
and Farhad Saleh eight vears,
Farzad Kashi and

ImMarz ashi
Ramin Nematizadeh four vears.

There were no detalls of sen -
tences of fines and lashes also
how

announced by Amirl, or
the two Muslims, who were not
identified, were punished.

In a first reaction the memn-

ber of the lranian parllament

lor the country's Jewlish com-

munity, Maurice Moltamed,
said the penalties were heavy
and unexpected. ‘
"Onr communit
of shock,” he told

I1s In a state

what we had been assured.”
Tefelin's sister fainted when

Ol the others convicted, See page 12 col 3
11
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Javid
Bv:nlynﬂub eight years, Fara-
five years and

FP. "There Is
no clemency here, contrary to

Trawler loot

Hunt on for ward

COmMMIsSsioner:
3 held so far

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, July 1: Police hunt
for AL-backed ward commis-
sioner Taslimuddin Khan
Babul continued till today after
474 out of 614 bags of rice looted
from a trawler on Monday last
were recovered from two
godowns of Ghat no 7.

Police sald the ward com-
missioner controls the two
godowns.,

Police also raided the ward
commissioner's residence sev-
eral thmes since Tuesday.

Meanwhile, three people
have so far been arrested sus-
pecting their Involvement in
the looting.

The arrested Include labour
leader Abdur Rahim Hujur and
husband of younger sister of the
absconding ward commis-
sloner,

Hujur, vice president of Roo-
sevelt jetty handling workers’

See page 11 col 8
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In three incidents

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, July 1: At
least 15 people were Injured, six
of them with bullets, in three
separate incldents of violence
in the city today, police and
witnesses said.

Two factions of BCL Taher
group and '‘Chora’ Akbar group
clashed at Chittagong Poly-
technic Institute at 11 am today
leaving 13 people injured, police
and witnesses sald.

Among them, Monir Hos-
sain, 14, a tokal (street urchin)
and three students — Suman.
20, Md All, 19, and Nazmul, 20
— were admitted to Chittagong
Medical College Hospital
(CMCH) with bullet wounds.
Monir received bullet Injury
while the activists of BCL fac-
tions were trading fire, police
sald.

Other injured were released
after first ald,

Police said the clash erupted
over admission of a party ac-

r

tivist into Polytechnic Insti-

fute

Police rushed to the spot and
resorted to lathicharge to bring
the situation under control.

One Jamal Uddin was ar-
rested when police raided a
hide-out in a hill beside Poly-
technic Institute.

Both the grmlfrﬁ
firearms during the clash.

Additional police force were
deployed in and around Chit-
tagong Polytechnic Institute to
avert further clash.

An employee of a business
house, Identified as Shahadat
Hossaln, 25, received bullet
wounds in his left chest when
armed terrorists fired at him at
Kadamtoli at 4:30 pm today.
p(}ll{‘l‘ sald.

Hossain was taken to CMCH
in critical condition.

Police sald Hossain came
under attack by the terrorists as

See page 11 col 7
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BCL activists
ransack office

room of student
bodies at DU

By Staff Correspondent

A group of BCL activists ran-
sacked and locked the office
room ol two student organisa-
tions on the Dhaka University
campus yesterday

T'he incident took place soon
after the activists of Nari Pro-
gati and Pragatir Paribrajak
Dal (Propod) along with other
student organisations brought
out a procession on the campus
| protesting reported rape of a
| YeOn g wonsn o
livisis on Wednesday night

A group of more than 20 BCL
activists stormned into the office
room at the DUCSU building at
around noon. A few activists of
Nari Progati and Propod were
then the office room, witnesses
said

The BCL activists also
hurled abusive words at them,
ransacked the office room and

locked it, witnesses added
According to earlier news-

: paper reports four BCL activists
| Kidnapped the woman at gun-
' point when she was sitting

the

at
Mall Chattar Wednesday
evening with two of her friends,
who are residents of Zia Hall
The kidnappers held the two

friends of the girl inside a room
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40 rocket launchers
unearthed
from school

eround in Fandpur

L _—

FARIDPUR, Julv 1: Police on
Fridav recovered 40 rocket
launchers from wunder the

ground of Arpara High School
in Madhukhali upazila, reports
UNB

A group of labourers found
the rocket launchers wrapped

digging earth in the evening for
construction work

On information by the
school managing committee,
police rushed to the spot and re-
covered the launchers of difier-
ent sizes. The arms were taken
to Madhukhali police station

Police said Jessore Canton-
ment has been requested to send
explosive experts to test the
launchers.

It is learnt that PaKkistan oc-
cupation force had set up camp
in Arpara School during the
Liberation War. It is suspected

! that the occupation force left

Violence in Ctg: 15 hurt

behind the rocket launchers be-
fore fleeing the camp

CEPZ unrest

US towel factory
workers continue
agitation

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, July I: Work-
ers of the three towel factories
of US company Qualitex Group
at CEPZ continued their agita-
tion demanding reinstatement
of 15 workers, CEPZ sources
said.

Some workers who returned
to duties during the past two
days, were barred today from
entering the factory premises
by their leaders.

As a result, production in
those factories remained sus-
pended, CEPZ sources added.

The workers began agitation
June 11 after termination of
their 15 colleagues,

The aﬁllﬂuug workers also
demanded wages as per 1993

circular which was kept in
abevance by BEPZA.
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