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J‘Home Minister says

City’s illegal bus
terminals, toll
- collection centres
will be demolished

Home, Post and Telecoin-
munications Minister Mo-
hammad Nasim said yesterday
the government will soon set
deadline for removing illegal
bus terminals and toll collec-
tion structures from Dhaka
city, reports BSS.

~All the illegal bus terminals
and toll collection structures
would be demolished if they are
not removed within the dead-
line", he said while addressing
a seminar on “Be Organized for
New Millennium™ here.

“We have decided to remove
illegal bus terminals and toll

collection sStructures from
Dhaka city after stopping toll
collection from roads and

highways. The demolition drive
will also be launched across the

country.”

Organised by Bangladesh
uck Drivers Federation, the
nction was also addressed by
secretary Roy
Ramesh Chandra, Bangladesh
Truck Owners Association gen-
eral secretary Rustam Ali, Bl-
WTC Workers Union President
Sukkur Mahmud and Bengal
Tank-Lorry Sramik Union gen-
eral secretary Shahjahan Siraj.

Nasim said the government
will also fix timeframe to re-
cover land from encroachment
and demolish slums in Dhaka
city immediately.

A trend has been developed
in Dhaka city to encroach upon
land and build shuns overnight,

See page 11 col 6
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- An Anti-
Christian

- PEPSI

Miles perform during a live concert at Bangabandhu National Stadium yesterday. Pepsi
and BCB organised the concert celebrating Bangladesh's elevation as a Test nation.
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with a total investment of about
15 million US dollars in Chit-
tagong Export Processimg Zone
(CEPZ). 2

A senior official of CEPZ re-

_guesting anonvity said. about

8. workers of the towel fac-
tories are agitating for. higher
wages as per the 1893 circular,
kept in abeyance by BEPZA
(Bangladesh Export Processing

The official said thy

o-slowshampering

some trade union leaders from
oultside the CEPZ. he said.
"Those trade union leaders
want Lo utilise the unrest as a
trundp-card to introduce trade
union activity at CEPZ by tak-

hey are being instig Mlb}:

began about two menths back,
and the workers are now on a

rozrom? | Some TU leaders allegedly
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fuelling unrest at CEPZ
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operation of 13 towel factories 20 US dollars per month. " davs now as the workers ab-

stahed from duties dt-manﬂiug
reinstatement of 15 workers
angd payment of wages as per the
1983 circular, '

Some workers also observed
huriger strike for two days.

sheikh Abdul Nukit, Sales
Manager. of Modern Towel, &
unit of Qualitex Group, talkifig
to this correspondent said. "Due
to labour unrest we were forced

‘ ! Esha ] 15 8-4-:')'_ Zone Authority). : ing ;jldﬁ?hitage of Ihnr&: US pres- o shift export orders . wortl
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F, __S“””""" Islamuc F“””_fiﬂ“"”_l__ paid as per the 1989 circular. Productian at three towel See page 11 col 3

c——

LEASE FINANCING
Are You Looking For Financial Assistance In

+ Capial Machinery + Vehicle ke Lunury Buses,
+ Heavy Construction Equipment Microbuses, Trucks, Traclors
+ Medical Equipment Cargo Carriers, Pick-Up, Cars
» Marne Transpon + L Elevators

+ Generalor & Boller +  Air Conditioring Plants

PHOINIX LEASING COMPANY LTD.

Shadhinata Bhaban (1st f1.) 88, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka
Phone: 9568007 (Aulo Hunling) Fax : 8567787
kgrabad Branch, A.M. House, 31 Agrabad C/A, Ctg. Ph : 710089, Fax : 710086

ASHAR 17, 1407 BS A

RABIUL AWAL 28, 1421 HIJRI 4+

16 PAGES PRICE : TAKA 6.00

L.ive concert
Unruly youths
batoned: 25
injured
By Staff Correspondent

At least 25 people were hurt
when police used batons to pre-
vent youths from forcibly en-
tering Bemf,ﬂlmndhu National
Stadium where a live concert
was going on yesterday evening,
police and witnesses said.

The injured Included six po-
licemen.

Dally Star jourmalist Nafid
Imran Ahmed was severely in-
Jured when police charged in-
side Baitul Mukarram mosque
to beat those who took shelter
there.

The concert began at 7 pm. It
was suspended for about 45
minutes from about 7:30 pm
when people hurled water bot-
tles at police, complaining in-
adequate sound system.

The concert was organised
by Bangladesh Cricket Board
(BCB) in cooperation with
PEPSI as part of celebrations
for Bangladesh's gaining the
Test status.

The audience got enraged

when they failed to hear prop-
erly the popular band group
Miles.
. Some people pelted stone at
police at the eastern gallery at
about 10:20 p.m. Police threw
those back.

While the trouble continued

See page 11 col 6
Ctg port
Cargo handling
continues
despite holiday

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, June 30:
Cargo handling at Chittagong
Port continued today despite
holiday, port sources said.

Measures have been taken
for round the clock operation of
the port which suffered disrup-
tion due to strike by stevedores
and dock workers on two occa-
sions in the last one week

Movement of ship at the port
channel was normal today,

Rajuk for revoking its

chairman's power to

overrule Master Plan

Rajuk would propose
amendment to the Town ln-
provement Act 1953 with sug-
gestion to remove the discre-
tionary power of its chalriman
to overrule the Dhaka Master
Plan and approve bullding
plans. Rajuk sources said.

The suggestion is being made
as it was found that over the
years, the discretionary power
was ‘Iindiscriminately abused’
by successive chairmen of Ra-
juk. In many cases, powerful
people with political backing
forced’ the chairmen to ap-
prove buillding plans in sites
designated for open spaces,
parks or lakes in the Master
Plan.

The sources said Rajuk
would suggest that discre-
tionary power to overrule the
Master Plan be vested with the
Minister for Housing and Public
Works. This has however
caused alarm among the plan-
ners and they feel that discre-
tionary power should be given

By Morshed Ali Khan

to a committee comprising pub-
lic representatives and experts
fromn the BUET.

- We need the experts to
analyse and give thelr views on
environmental, social, ecologi-
cal and other impacts whenever
to overrule the Master Plan,”
sald a senior town planner.

Another town planner and
architect sald if the Minister is
given discretionary power,
"The situation would be no dif-
ferent.” Moreover, he is likely
to this power for political gains.

The Master Plan was incor-
porated in the Town lmprove-
ment Act 1953 through a
gazf;ttr notification on August
Jd, 1997. It is mandatory to fol-
low the Master Plan which is
also known as Dhaka
Metropolitan Development
Plan. The Master Plan was de-
vised by local and foreign ex-
perts over a period four years at
a cost of about Tk 16 crore. It
specifies a thoroughly profes-
sional guideline for develop-

ment of the 590 square mile city
area under Rajuk's Jurisdic-
tion.

Rajuk's Member Adminis-
tration and Land Belayet Hos-
sain told The Dally Star that
the amendment proposal would
be made to bring new
Paurashavas under Rajuk's ju-
risdiction. A committee s now
finalising the proposal and It
will be sent to the Ministry of
Housing and Public Works, he
said.

Experts on the Master Plan

saild the committee should
closely study its contents and
suggest amendments. There are
SO many new things in the plan
and these must be taken into
consideration while proposing
amendments to the Act which
defends it legally, one of them
noted.
" The authorities should act
last 1o bring changes in the law
to protect the Master Plan and
save the city from degradation.”
he said.

Delhi to consider Kashmir's
autonomy demand: Vajpayee

NEW DELHI, June 30: Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
said the demand for autonomy
passed this week by the state as-
sembly of Jammu-Kashmir was
within the Constitution and his
government will consider it,
news agencies reported today,
says AP.

‘The autonomy resolution is
within the Indian constitution,”
Press Trust of India quoted
Vajpavee as telling reporters
aboard his plane while
returning home after visits to
Italy and Portugal,

to Vajpavee's party had walked
out of the local legislature in
protest when it approved a plan
to return the state to its pre-
1953 status., when Jammu-
Kashmir had its own president
and prime minister

The main opposition
Congress party also opposed the
autonomy demand by the Na-
tional Conference Party, which
governs Jammu-Kashmir and
is an ally of Vajpayee's national
coalition

The autonomy resolution
demanded that New Delhi

State lawimakers belonging should only control defence,

"

loreign affairs, comimunica-
tions and currency
Arch rival Pakistan and

militant groups within Kash-
mir dismissed the autonomy
demand as an Indian ploy to
avoid giving the right of self-de-
termination to the Kashmiri
people as promised in a 1948
United Nations resolution
Vajpayee also sald today
that the government would
make efiforts to open a dialogue
with the All Party Hurriyat
Conference, an umbrella organ-
Isation of Kashmirl political
See page Ll col7
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The eACCP program encompasses the most advanced Internet ané e-com technologies to
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Dhaka = Banani: Awal Centre (5th Fir), 34 Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Tel: 9886539, 601990 » Dhanmondi: 7-13 Satmasjid Road, (4th Fir). Tel: 9128354-8
» Eskaton: 17 New Eskaton Rd (2nd Flr), Maghbazar. Tel; 8350531, 9341761 » Kakrall; Metropolitan Scout Bhaban (1st Fir), 54 Inner Circuler Rd.
Tel: 8319091, 8317257 » Mirpur; Plot # 27-28, Main Rd, Block-Kha, Section-6. Tel: 8019179, 8019538 » O/d Dhaka: 2 English Road (1st Fir).
Tel- 7118644 010342245-6 w Uttara: House # 1/A, Rd # 4, Sector # 4, Tel: 8917264, 8918415
Chittagong = Agrabad: 5 Agrabad C/A, Southland Center (3th Fir), Chittagong. Tel: (031) 712497, 716119
' « Lalkhan Bazar: Engineers Institution Building, S.S. Khaled Sarak, Chittagong. Tel:{ 031) 622182, 610048
" Comilla s 186 Nazruf Avenue, Kandirpar, Comilla Tel: (081) 77248, 017 797214 Khulna s Alhaj Latif Mansion, 72 K.D.A. Avenue, Khulna.

. Tel (041) 723578, 722010 Sylhet « Biman Bhaban (2nd Fir), Majumdari, Sylhet Tel: (0821) 723349-50 Narayanganj a 29 Shayesta Khan Rd,

. = % MIDDLE-TIER

s
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Tel: (051) 72197, 3758 Rajshahi = Plot # 284, Sector # 2, Housing Estale, Rajshahi - 6202 Tel ; (0721) 761663-4

j'ﬁn (Opposite to Court Building), Nara . Tel 018 222874, 7610842-3 Bogra « Dr. Yasin Plaza (2nd Fir), N Barl Rd, Bogra.
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SriLankan Airlines now flies direct between Dhaka and Colombo twice a week, Mondays and Saturdays. It's
the fastest, most convenient flight between the two cities. And for a limited time, we're giving you another
reason to fly-we'll give you double the number of Skyward frequent flyer miles on this route. For reservations,
please contact SriLankan Airlines Office in Dhaka on 9886634-37 5th floor, Landmark Building, 12-14, Guishan
North, Dhaka 1212 or call your travel agent.

»

For more information on our frequent flyer programme, contact SriLankan Airlines Office in Dhaka.
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