It’s Juve time

AMSTERDAM, June 29
France's last-minute victory
over Portugal has lined up an
Illlrlgulng inale to Euro 2000
for Juventus fans - whoever
wins the other semifinal here
between Italy and Holland, re-
ports AFP.

The closing stages of the
touwrmament have underlined
the Turin club's importance to
European football, and its dom-
lnant position in terms of both
the transfer market and player
development.

Wednesday night's match-
winner for France. Zinedine
Zldane, is the shining example.
After juiulnf_ the club from
Bordeaux in 1996, his exposure
to Serie A and Champions
League soccer has matured him
into probably the world's best
midfielder.

However, Zidane is not the
only Frenchman here with ties
to the Turin club.

Captain Didier Deschamps
won the 1996 European Cup
with Juventus before leaving
for Chelsea while Thierry
Henry. who opened the scoring
against the Portuguese, had a
short but unhappy spell in
Turin before joining Arsenal
last season.

And in their latest splash on
the transfer market, Henry's
strike partner with "Les Bleus”,
David Trezeguet. has already
agreed a move that should be
announced once this tourna-
nmennt is over.

taly’s squad is predictably
packed with men who play in

the famous black and white
stripes.

Seven members of the
"Squadra Azzurra" are cur-

rently on the team's books - Gi-
anluca Zambrotta, Ciro Fer-
rara, Mark luliano, Gianluca
Pessotto, Antonio Conte, Fil-
ippo Inzaghi and Alessandro
Del Piero.

An eighth, Angelo Di Livio
left in 1999 after six vears dur-
ing which he helped them be-
come [talian, European and
world champions

Italy's team chief Dino Zofl
was meanwhile both an out-
standing goalkeeper for the
club, winning six league titles
and a UEFA Cup during his
playing career, and later be-
came their coach - winning one
UEFA Cup and an ltalian Cup

However, even If Italy were
to lose at the ArenA here on
Thursday night. Juventus fans
back home would still be able to
see their favourite plavers in
action this weekend

Zidane would find his pas-
sage towards the Dutch goal in
Sunday’s final being barred by
the very man whose combative,
unflagging work in midfield ev-
ery weekend gives the him that
freedom to move up - Edgar
Davids

What the
papers say

PARIS, June 29: French
newspapers heaved a collective
sigh of relief Thursday follow-
ing the last-ditch French vic-
tory over Portugal in the Euro
2000 semifinals, reports AFP.

"A Golden Penalty!,” head-
lined L'Equipe of the 119th
minute penalty spot strike from
man-of-the-match Zinedine
Zidane which took France into
the final on the "Golden Goal"
rule.

L'Equipe said it was "an in-
credible end to a semi-final full
of suspense.” It also paid tribute
to goalkeeper Fabien Barthez
calling him "the impregnable
fortress.”

The Manchester United-
bound Barthez made a wonder-
ful reflex save from an Abel
Xavier header almost on the fi-
nal whistle of regulation time
to keep France in the match.

"France Qualifies at the
Death.” Le Figaro exhalted on
its front page calling the 2-1 ex-
tra-time win over the Por-
tuguese "a tremendous battle”.
Roger Lemerre's men "can now
go ahead with their dream and
their incredible adventure.”

Champs Elysees
comes alive

PARIS, June 29: Thousands
of people gathered Wednesday
evening in celebratory mood on
the Champs Elysees in Paris as
football fans celebrated
France's qualification for the
Euro 2000 final, reports AFP.

France, who will play Hol-
land and Italy, qualified by
virtue of a 2-1 extra-time semi-
final win over Portugal, sealed
by a golden goal from the
penalty spot by Zinedine Zi-
dane.

Across Parls outside the Ho-
tel de Ville (City Hall) an esti-
mated 11,000 people had
watched the match on a giant
screen

After victory was secured
convoys ol cars travelled
through the streets with many

people brandishing Tricolox
flags and car horns being
sounded in a cacophony of

noise while flares were lit,

Earlier France's huge Por-
tuguese community - estimated
at 800,000 - had also been con-
tributing to the atmosphere but
after the result the French fans
started chanting 'On n'entend
plus chanter les Portugals' (We
can't hear the Portuguese
singing any more).

The scenes will doubtless be
vastly exceeded should France
win the final in Rotterdam on
Sunday.

In 1998 an estimated 2 mil-
lHon people swamped

team on an open-top bus.

the
Champs Elysees to welcome the
victorious World Cup winning

DID I DO THAT INTENTIONALLY? Portugal midfielder
referee Guenter Benko after the former handled an acutely angled goal-bound shot from
Frenchman Sylvain Wiltord near the goal line and France were awarded with a penalty
in the sudden death extra time during the first semifinal of the Euro 2000 in Brussels on

June 28.

Abel Xavier (R) argues with

—AFP photo

Zinedine a class act

BRUSSELS, June 29 (AFP)
World Cup star Zinedine Zidane
confirmed his hero status for
France after scoring a golden
goal penalty winner to propel
IFrance into the Euro 2000 final
in a dramatic 2-1 win over Por-
tugal on Wednesday.

Zidane, who scored two goals
in France's 3-0 World Cup Final
win over Brazil in 1998, struck
in the last minute of extra-time
with a spot Kick after taking
over penalty duties from Youri
Djorkaeff, who did not play in
this match

"For the penalty | just put
down the ball and | said to my-
self I must hit it as bard as pos-
sible. It went in OK so much the
better for us,” said Zidanz

"Our objective has always

been victory in the final. It will
be even harder on Sunday

With five minutes of extra
time left, substitute David

Trezeguet ran into the box and
was challenged by Portugal
Keeper Vitor Baia. The ball spun
to Sylvain Wiltord who fired
irom an acute angle on the right
and Abel Xavier deflected the
ball behind the goal with his
hand

The Portuguese players re-
acted with fury and it was not
until the 119th minute that Zi-
dane was able to take the kick
but he proved up to the task.

Earlier, Nuno Gomes had
scored with a great curling left
foot shot in the 19th minute
and Thierry Henry equalised
six minutes after the break.

Zidane is used to high ac-
claim and in January 1999 was
given the European and World
Plaver of the Year awards fol-
lowing his World Cup exploits
in 1998

Born on June 23, 1972 in
Marseille as one of five children
to Algerian parents Zinedine
supported Marseille football
club - his first footballing hero
was Marseilie's Uruguavyan star
Enzo Francescoli after whom
Zidane later named his first
S011

e Dbegan his career at
Cannes more | famous for
launching cinema stars than
footballing talent; but it was
after moving to Bordeaux in
1992 that Zidane first started to
make name for himself outside
of France

He was part the team
which qualified through the
Intertoto ( up before ||}mi|1g (O

J}I

Bayern Munich in the final of
the 1996 UEFA Cup.

That same vear Zidane went
with Aime Jacquet's team to
Euro 96 in England but a persis-
tent thigh injury meant that he
did not impress even though
France reached the semi-finals.

He had meanwhile agreed to
nmove to ltalian giants Juventus
and later that year lifted the
Intercontinental Cup (World
Club Championship) and Euro-
pean Super Cup with the Turin
side

In 1997 and 1998 he pock-
eted the Serie A title but in both
those vears he had to settle for
runners-up spot in the Champi-
ons League., to Borussia Dort-
mund and Real Madrid respec-
tively.

But Zidane's hour was about
to come in France 98 and his
two headed goals in the first
half put France on course for a
3-0 victory in the World Cup Fi-
nal

He has been outstauding, in
Euro 2000 and his penalty con-
firms his appetite for the big oc-
casion as world champions
France now look forward to a
final against either Holland or
[taly in Rotterdam on Sunday

Birthd

BRUSSELS, June 29 (AFP):
Fabien Barthez celebrated his
29th birthday on Wednesday
with a heroic performance in
France's 2-1 extra-time victory
over Portugal in the Euro 2000
semifinal.

His reflex save from a Abel
Xavier power header shortly be-
fore full-time was arguably the
stop of the tournament so far
leaving the big Portuguese de-
fender holding his head in his
hands in disbelief

>everal minutes before the
match outside the King Bau-
douin stadium, Raymond
Goethals. who was coach of
Barthez when Marseille won
the 1993 European Cup. said
Barthez would earn France vic-
tory.

Once again the astute
Goethals was spot on. "He's the
best keeper in the world when
he's contident.” Goethals told a
small group of people

Teammate Laurent Blanc. a
iriend of Barthez who kisses
him on top of his shaven head
for luck at the start of big
matches, once said of him: "l

y boy Barthez

adore this unpredictable guy. 1
completely trust him. He's going
to have a great Euro."

Blanc, known as "the Presi-
dent" for his authority in the
dressing room, knows what he's
talking about and Barthez did
not disappoint

World Cup victory however
has had its negative conse-
quences for Barthez. The dar-
ling of the French public from
near Toulouse in the southwest
was thrust on to the front pages
of glossy magazines and can't go
anywhere in his home country
without being recognised.

At lirst amused, Barthez
quickly began to tire of the me-
dia frenzy surrounding him al-
though it enabled him to meet
his girlfriend, top model Linda
Evangelista. ‘

Barthez has not found it easy
adjusting to fame. The emo-
tional highs of a world title
[ollowed by a glamorous ro-
mance - he met Evangelista af-
ter a reception at St Tropez for
the world championship win-
ning team - has taken its toll.

He has also had devastating
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Histo

BRUSSELS, June 29 [AFP)
France's unblemished finals
record makes themn a good bet to
become the first World Cup
winners to add the European li-
tle after Zinedine Zidane's last-
gasp golden penalty winner
capped a fine team effort
against Portugal.

Zidane strode to the spot and
fired home confidently for a 2-1
victory at the King Baudouin
stadium on Wednesday night af-
ter Thierry Henry's 51st minute
goal equalized Portugual's 19th
minute opener by Nuno Gomes

France went on win the
1984 European Championship
and the 1998 World Cup in their
only other two major finals ap-
pearances but they were on
home soil on both occaslons

Sunday's final in Rotterdam
(1800 GMTI), apgainst Italy or
Holland who play in Amster-
dam on Thursday, would test
their nerves away from home,

France lost both penalty
shootouts of their eight seml-
finals in World Cups or Euro-
pean champlonships to date - to
Germany in the 1982 World Cup
and to the Czech Republic at
Euro 96.

Considering the penalty
fired over the bar by Spain's
Raul against France in the dy-
ing seconds of their quarter-fi-
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nal, Zidane must have had a
tense moment as he marched to
the spot,

Perhaps the confidence of a
world champion gave the Ju-
ventus playmaker strength and
he hit a firm shot ironically in
the same part of the goal Raul
was almning at high to the left,

Franice's 22-man squad. with

Numan expects
to be fit

AMSTERDAM, June 29:
Rangers Dutch defender Arthur
Numan insists he will be fit for
the start of the new season de-
spite missing out on Holland's
E-uro 2000 finale, reports AFP.

The 30-year-old has torn a
tendon on the base of his right
oot which has ruled him out of
Thursday's semi-fina} with
Italy and a possible final place,

However, he has assured the
Rangers faithful he will be
ready In time for the big kick-
off at home to St Johnstone on
July 29,

I am sull bitterly disap-
pointed that | will miss the re-
mainder of Euro 2000 but 1 will
be okay for the start of the sea-
son with Rangers,” Numan told
the Press Assoclation,
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moments in his personal life
with the recent death of his
grandfather and Evangelista’'s
miscarriage while carrying
their child.

Last season he had injuries
one after the other and missed
1 7 matches for Monaco and his
morale took a battering.

While going through this try-
ing period, he lost liis temper
with coach Claude Puel the day
after Monaco lost in the French
league in Marseille.

Barthez then decided to leave
the principality and joined
1999 European Cup winners
Manchester United on a six-
year contract

In each of the four of the five
matches he has plaved so far in
this June 10 to July 2 event, he
has made great saves.

Most memorable have been a
shot from Czech
Viadimir Smicer, an attempted
lob by Spain's Raul, and a
header from Portugal's Abel
Xavier just before full-time.

Barthez will be a Key figure
in Sunday's final at Rotterdam
when France take on the winner
of the Holland-Italy game

only four not at the World Cup,
have made winning a habit.

Their 3-2 defeat in their last
froup game at the hands ol
h{lhfh Holland may have ended
a |6-match unbeaten run but
the game meant nothing as they
had already qualified and
coach Roger Lemerre lielded a
below-strength team.

France's virtually impene-
trable defence of Lillan Thu-
ram, Marcel Desailly, Laurent
Blane and Bixente Lizarazu
have not lost lor four years and
in the 25 pgames they have
started,

Behind their miserly rear-
guard, Fabien Barthez capped a
superb performance of goal
keeping skills with a fabulous
block high to his lelt from a
Abel Xavier header just before
full-time.

The gnnt|\vulh of Barthez
k!‘IJI defeat at bay against Por-
tugal who would have reached
the lirst major linal ot their
history having lost in sewi-li-
nals at the 1966 World Cup and
the 1984 European champi-
onships.

Instead it is France who are
on the verge ol creating history
by adding this eventl to their
warld title though Germany did
it the other way round in 1972
and 1974

Republic's i

TOURNEY TREATS
BRUSSELS, June 29 (AFP):

Euro 2000 diary for Thursday,
the 20th day of the tournament

ABOUT PENALTIES

In the 29 Euro 2000 games
played so far a total of only 10
wenalties have heen awarded.
sight have been successful and
lwo have been missed, Five of
those which resulted In goals
were mateh winners, most no-
tably in the France-Portugal
semi-final when Zinedine Zi-
dane put France through to the
linal with the first "Golden
Goal" of the tournament.

PELE ON 77

Pele's former sidekick in the
great Brazillan attack of the
1979 World Cup finals, Tostao
says he has been mesmerised by
the performance of French
playimaker Zinedine Zidane at
the Euro 2000 finals.

“Zidane s perhaps not the
best player in the world, but he
Is the one who catches my eye
through his elegance, his
percect technical ability, his
vision, the way he carries him-
self and protects the ball."
Tostao wrote in the Jornal do
Brasil.

All he lacks is goal-scoring
skills, Tostao said. "If he was a
linisher like Rivaldo, he would
be almost perfect, up there with
Platinl and Zico."

COUNT DI BIAGO

ouT

Midfielder Luigi di Biagio
has told coach Dino Zoff he
wants no part of it if the Euro
2000 semi-linal between Haly
and the Netherlands goes to a
penalty shoot out,

Di Blaglo is still traumatised
by his missed penalty-kick in
the 1998 World Cup quarter-fi-
nals against France which sen
his team crashing out of the
tournamernt.

GOALSCORERS

BRUSSELS, June 29 (AFP).
Euro 2000 scorers after the Por-
tugal-France semi-final here
Wednesday:

5 - Patrick Kluivert (Ned).
Savo Milosevic (Yug)

4 - Nuno Gomes (Por)

3 - Zlatko Zahovic (Slo).
Serglo Conceicao (Por), Thierry
Henry (Fra)

2- Hakan Sukur (Tur). Alan
Shearer (Eng), Alfonso (Spa).
Frank De Boer (Ned). Boudewijn
Zenden (Ned), Vladimir Smicer
(Cze), Francesco Totti (Ita), Fil-
ippo Inzaghi (Ita), Mare Over-
mars (Ned), Gaizka Mendieta
(Spa). Youri Djorkaeff (Fra),
Zinedine Zidane (Fra).

| - Bart Goor (Bel). Emile
Mpenza (Bel), Johan Mjallb)
(Pwel, Antonio Conte (Ita), Okal

Buruk (Tur), Laurent Blanc
(Fra), Sylvain Wiltord (Fra).
Viorel Moldovan (Rom).

Mehmet Scholl (Ger), Paul Sc-
holes (Eng), Steve McManainar
(Eng), Luis Figo (Por), Joao
Pinto (Por), Steffen Iversen
(Nor), Miran Pavlin (Slo), Lju-
binko Drulovic (Yug), Stefano
Fiore (Ita), Karel Poborsky
(Cze). Ronald de Boer (Ned),
Costinha (Por), Raul (Spa),
Joseba Etxeberria (Spa), Luigi di
Biagio (Ita), Henrik Larsson
(Swe), Alessandro Del Piero
(Ita), Cristian Chivu (Rom),
Michael Owen (Eng), Dorinel
Munteanu (Rom), loan Ganea
(Rom), Dejan Govedarica (Yug),
Munitis (Spa), Slobodan Komil-
jenovic (Yug), Christophe
Dugarry (Fra), David Trezeguet
(Fra)
\Own goals
| - Dejan Govedarica (Yug)

Portugese press
In mourni

in mourning

LISBON, June 29: Sadness,
bitterness and anger were the
prevailing moods here on
Thursday as the local press dis-
sected Portugal's exit from Euro
2000 after Wednesday night's 2-
| semifinal defeat to France,
reports AFP.

“Don't cry Portugal” head-
lined A Bola alongside a photo-
graph of Fernando Cotou hug-
ging a tearful Sergio Conceicao.

"A brilliant showing in the
European Championships can-
not be tarnished by an inglori-
ous defeat.” the sporting daily
added,

That was also the mood at
the Record which added that it
was sad a dream held for many
vears had been lost on the whim
of a referee's decision - a refer-
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Portuguese manager Humberto Coelho (C) tries to ¢
decision went in favour of France.

Coelho calls it quits

BRUSSELS, June 29: Por-
tuguese coach Humberto Coelho
immediately announced his
resignation after Portugal's 2-]
overtime loss to France in the
semifinal of Euro 2000, reports
AP.

“This s the end of two vears’
very hard work and I would like
to thank everybody,” the for-
mer Benfica defender said after
the match late Wednesday.

"As of July 31, 1 will no
longer be coach,” Coelho added
moments after a Zinedine 7Zi-
dane “golden goal” penalty had
ended Portugal's best run in a
major tournament since the
1984 European championship.

Coelho, 50, said it was time
lor another coach to take over
by the time Portugal begin their

- World Cup 2002 campaign in

September. He had been na-
tional team coach for the past
two seasons.

Despite leading Portugal to
the semifinal and attracting in-
ternational prafse for the
team’s exciting, attacking soc-

Jn-r, Coelho had always faced

opposition from within the
Portuguese soccer federation.
At a news conference after

the team'’s qualification for the

quarterfinals, he lashed out at
his critics. “There are

where we are now.” he COIn -
plained.

Federation President

Gilberto Madail gave away no

hints after the match as who
might replace Coelho, but the
said somebody was needed to
lead the national team through
the next World Cup and the 2004
European Championship which
Portugal will host.

Despite media reports of dis-
content among players with
Coelho's style, they stood by the
coach. : ' '

"I know he had his reason.
problems with the federation.
but 1 send him my compli-
ments,” said Sergio Conceicao.

“The players were not part of
the problems between the coach
and the federation,” added Ruj
Costa. "We just wanted to go to
the eud of this tournament. -

many
people who did not want us to be

alm down his charges after a penalty

—AFP photo

Coelho had a long and dis-
tinguished playing career with
Benfica and Portugal A tough
but creative libero, who became
known as the “Portuguese Beck-
enbauer,” he earned 64 caps and
4 permanent place in the na-
tion s affections.

In contrast, his coaching ex-
perience was limited to a couple
of undistinguished seasons at
also-ran clubs Salgeriros and
Braga.

But when the Portuguese fed-
eration was desperate for a new
coach after the national team's
traumatic failure to reach the
France 1998 World Cup, Coelho
seemed a dependable cholce.

He could hardly have had a
worse start, a 0-3 thrashiug by
England on is debut, Tt

Since then. Coelho turned a
collection of notoriously indi-
Vidualistic talents into an effec-
tive unit which cearned the ad-
miiration of the soccer world
with wins over England, Ro-
mania, Germany and Turkey in
Euro 2000, before Wednesday's
contentious defeat by France

ence to Austrian referee Gunter |

Benko's decision to award
France a spotkick after Portu-
gal's Abel Xavier was penalised
for handling.

The sports’ paper recognised
however that France was in the
end "a superior team, better

balanced in every domain, and |

more mature”,

One word dominated Visao's |

front page - “Injustice” - the pa-
per commenting: "Portugal. the
great revelation of Euro 2000,
were eliminated by France on a
cruel and dubious penalty”.

The tabloid 24 Horas accused

‘the Austrian referee of plotting |

against Portugal,.the victim of
a debatable penalty."

The Correio da Manha
lamented the "shattered dream”
by "a dublous penalty after 115
minutes of great play”,

FFor Publico it was a "sad
ending" by "a very hard
penalty”, while Diario de Noti-
clas. under the headline "death
penalty” carrled a photograph
ol a Portuguese fan in tears be-
hind the stadium’s fencing.

On a more positive note the
Jornal de Noticias had "Con-
gratulations” plastered over its
cover” but at the same time re-
sretting later that "the referee
1ad  Killed off a beautiful
dream”,

|

Lost ‘Golden Ge

BRUSSELS, June 29 (AFP]
Once again Portugal's self-
styvled "Golden Generation” has
fallen at the final hurdle, They
may never get the chance again.

Wednesday's heart-breaking
1-2 loss to France in the Euro
2000 semi-finals devastated the
Portuguese camp and it may
take several weeks or months to
sift through the debris of defeat.

Mustachioed coach Hum-
berto Coelho was the first to go,
resigning minutes after Zine-
dine Zidane had curled in the
winning penalty goal against
his side,

What the future holds for
Luis Figo. Rui Costa, Paulo
Sousa and Fernando Couto -
stalwarts of the brilliant Por-
tuguese sides which dominated

world youth football in the
early 1990s - remains to be
S5CC€1]

They are all still young

enough to take part in the qual-
ifiers for the 2002 World Cup
which get underway later this
year, but the priority for Portu-
gal is preparing for Euro 2004
which they are hosting.

By that time they will all be
well into their thirties and the
lirst task for the incoming
coach will be to decide whether
to stick by these talented, but
ageing playmakers or draw a

curtain on them and prepare for
the future.

New players have made their
mark over the last three weeks
in Belgium and the Nether-
lands, notably striker Nuno
Gomes with four goals in the
tournament, winger Sergio
Conceicao who scored a hat-
trick against Germany and
Costinha who headed the last-
minute winner against Roma-
nia.

If it turns out to have been
the last hurrah for the Por-
tuguese stars, it was both a sad
and ugly way to end it all.

After a promising first-half
centered around Nuno Gomes
superb 19th minute strike,
Portugal were largely outplaved
by France with Zidane domi-
nating the midfield over Figo
and Rui Costa.

Figo, outstanding in his
three previous games, in partic-
ular looked out of sorts and al-
though Rui Costa was more in
evidence. he seldom looked like
breeching the experienced
French delence.

And when Austrian referee
Gunther Benko made the hand-
ball award against defender
Abel Xavier for the French
penalty winner. Portugal's team
of superstars lost their cool.

They rounded first on Benko
and then on Slovak linesman

neratio
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Igor Sramka who had Spotted
the hand-bzll and signalled if
to the man in the middle

The result was a red card for
Nuno Gomes and the sight of a
disgusted Figo marching off the
field with his shirt torn off
shouling obscenities.

The Portuguese plavers were
unrepentent in post-match in-
l€rviews saying that the refer-
ee’s first instinet not to award a
penalty had been the proper
one.

The linesman was against
us the whole game.” wing-back
Dimas said.

‘There were three or four
things which everyone saw but
he didn't give.

"Then having rthat final de-
cision where the referee gives a
corner, but the linesman over-
rules from 30 metres away -
that won the game for France.”

European governing body
UEFA has asked its disci-
plinary commitiee to look at
what happened and recommend
on possible sanctions against
the Portuguese

But the trauma of defeat and
the realisation that their last
chance of major competition
success at the senior level may
have gone will outweigh any
suspensions for Portugal's
pride.

Belgians’ sigh of relief

BRUSSELS, June 29 (AP):
The country said farewell to
Euro 2000 Wednesday. Bitter-
sweet memories will long
linger.

The run-up to the last game,
a 2-1 overtime semifinal win of
France over Portugal. was
spoiled with a bomb scare but
alter police checked subway
trains and stations it was clear
it had been hoax.

It only highlighted how se-
curity issues had dominated ev-
crvthing which happened in
Belgium, the co-host of the
event with the Netherlands.

The Belgians were given' the
short end of the stick. Its na-
tional team was eliminated in
the first round — an embarrass-
ing first for a host country, and

two cities were thrashed by
hooligans.
Belgian politicians had

hoped the tournament would
highlight a positive image ol
their country attracting, but af-
ter a troubled three weeks, it
remained unclear

Meanwhile, the Duteh have
been partying it up, with no ma-
jor rlots or security headaches
to complain about. and its na-
tional team still favourite to
win the championship flinal
which will be played in Rotter-
dlam on Sunday.

Belgium hosted 15 games in
four stadiums, while the
Netherlands hosted 16 includ-
ing the final.

The negative image of hooli-
gans still haunts many Belgians
after English fans ran amok in
Brussels and Charleroi before
and after the controversial
game between Germany and
England a dozen days ago.

Euro 2000 organisers
promised local businesses they
would reap the rewards of thou-
sands upon thousands of soccer
supporters who would descend
on their cities to spend money
galore.

In Brussels, business owners
are angry and dismaved that
Euro 2000 has brought them
nothing but misery,

Since the riots “we received a
lot less Belgian or tourist clien-
tele. they fear coming to the
centre ol town,” said Leo Vodak
manager of one of Brussels
most famous and historic cafes.,
The Falstaff. Because of loca-
tion near the city's landmark
Grand’ Place square, it suftered
badly during the hooligan riots
ol June 16-17.

“We lost one million francs
24,000 dollars) in two weeks of
business,” he said.

"Qur Kkitchen was filled with
tear gas due to the riots, our
cooks could not work,” said
1’::-*;11\. Some 450 mostly En-
glish 1ans were detained during
the weekend of violence.

In all, police detained 1,301
supporters during the past two
weeks, of which 758 were En-
glish,

more hotel lodgings,

Vodak said that all cafe's
and restaurants were loreed 1o
close early on game davs alter
the first night of riots. further
angering restaurant owyers and
alienating customers who usu-
ally come to sit at the hundreds
of terraces that line the historic
market square

Many business owners were
critical of Mayor Francols-
Xavier de Donnea’s tactics in
dealing with soccer fans. The
police’s “zero-tolerance™ policy
worked, De Donnea said

Despite the absence of En-
glish fans, barricades were anee
again placed at each entrance
way to the Grand® Place on
Wednesday to filter out support-
ers which according to paolice
were not allowed on the square.

And as if only a bad mem-
ory. lans and supporters, wear-
ing dillerent shirts and of dif-
lerent nationality sat at the ter-
races of the cafe “Le Flacre®
which was the focal point of a
police raid made famous on
television screens around the
world.

"We had less than expected
business. The riots hurt us.”
sald Omar Ladraim, who works
as cook at one of the Greek and
North African kebal restan-
rants near the Grand' Place.

In host cities like Bruges, lo-

cal businesses also complained

that Euro 2000 failed to bﬂﬂ&"
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