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Bangabandhu Murder Case

Detence seeks rejection
of appointment of SPP,
revision of paper book

Delence counsel in the
Bangabandhu death refterence
case in the High Court submit-
ted three petitions vesterday
seeking rejection of appoint-

ment of Special Public Prosecu-

tor and reconstruction of the

paper-book removing irregular-

ities, reports LINB.

Khan Saifur Rahman, coun-
sel for Lt Col (rtd) Syed Farook
Raliman, came up with the two
supplementary petitions before
the death reference bench coms-
prising Justice Ruhul Amin and
Justice A B M Khairul Huq. The
third petition moved by Advo-
cate Mahbubur Rahman sought
for reconstruction of the paper-
book

Khan Saifur seeking rejec-
tion of chief prosecutor in the
case submitted that any law of-
ficer of the Attorney General's
oftfice should be directed to con-
duct the case in the interest ol
justice and fair play
~ He argued that such ap-
pointment is unknown to law
No public prosecutor can cor-
duct case on behall of the state
in the higher court. Such ap-
pointment is not authorised by
law.

Moving the second petition
the counsel submitted that
records necessarv for backing
up some of the grounds of ap-
peal are absent in the paper-
bhook

Raising another point he
contended that military olli-
cers were jointly tried in this
case illegally
Provision

in breach ol the
ol the Arimy Act.

About retraction of state-
ment, the counsel submitted
that Lt Col (rtd) Farook made
the so-called confession: while
he was in police custody

Added Khan Saifur. the
prosecution cooked up a story
that Bazlul Huda was made
Major from Captain by inter:
changing Wahab Zoardar's In-

signia. In order to prove the fal-

sity of the story, he had submit-
ted an official
show that Bazlul Huda was a
Major since January 1975, that
|s. since before the occurrence.
Later in the afternoon, Ad-
vocate Mahbubur Rahman,
counsel for Major (rtd) Bazlul
Huda. submitted a similar peti-
tion demanding reconstruction
of the paper-book.
Hearing will resume on Sun-

day.

2 brothers shot
by extortionists
in city
By Staff Correspondent

Two brothers were shot for
their refusal to pay toll as de-
manded by a gang near Ma-
hakhali Kitchen market in the
city vesterday, hospital sources
sald quoting witnesses and the
victims

The gang was led by one
Alauddin. The victimms were
identified as Nantu Karmakar
30, and Babul Karmaker 22.

Nantu was hit in his leg and
Babul in his cheek. They were
admitted to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital in the after-
1OOI.

Gulshan Police when con-
tacted only said they heard
about the incident. No case was
filed till the writing of this re-
port last night

document to °

i T g Yt L B 3 il T i e Y i

zua 13 8193 7

e QIS TS T SIS

EENEEEREENENNENE NN NN NNNNNNNN N

A GFMTIR TS THARER FT98 5]
SR TR (@, AET SIMSI 2099 RS A4
o] S0 FYZITY $809/:8 q(SI 000 RIEE! g Il
ORI @ T A bl A A
SRR T i ¢ (%) 8 (3) 4 S S
\¢ HIFA 3809/90 B 2000 I17AY AT
w74y B “ffATTY 0O Y T TR

L CIR N EEPZE R EE R Z G R CE R ESIU
i TR TRTAR & SEE 39 TR |

997 99 §9TS 34w

Torfapee
sfqaw Tofas
215 @SSR 611 3000

-I-...-'..-.II-"..'...l.l'.'.'l...ll.-.-...l..

National Committee for Beijing Plus Five Revi

the reserved seats for women in and an increase in number of the seats.

P

TRANSCOM ELECTRONICS LTD.

Official | of Phiios C « Aok
Dhaka : 8115307:10 CTG ; 716353, 723578 Khulna : 720304 Bogra - 6215

“.r..t...

v o

ew (NCBPR).

Bangladesh, organised a
human chain at Manik Mia Avenue in the city yesterday demanding direct election to
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Former presidents, PMs

patronised terrorists

Nasim threatens to disclose
thelr names

Home Minister Mohammad
Nasim has threatened to dis-
close the names of former pres-
idents, prime ministers and a
Speaker, who “patronised noto-
rious terrorists for their politi-
cal benefit” in the southwestern
region of the country, reports
UNB.,

“I can prove with lacts and |
can name presidents, prime
ministers and a Speaker who
patronised notorious terrorists
in the southwestern region, he
said speaking in Parliament
yvesterday on a cut motion on
the Home Ministry's allocation
for fiscal 2000-2001

[he minister sought 1K
1.520.18,78.000 for non-devel-
opment expenditure ot the
Home Ministry

“These terrorists were used
for political purpose during
regimes of previous govern-
ments,” he said claiming that
the present government had
never given shelter to the ter-
rorists.

Nasim said, “Zia, Ershad
and Khaleda could not curb ter-
roristn because their parties
protected them terrorists.”

Claiming peaceful situation
in the southwestern region. he
however, said: ‘I'm alraid how

the

Rajuk recovers

more land
By Staff Correspondent

Rajuk recovered around 26
kathas of encroached public

land along Gulshan Lake on the

third day of a month-long re-
covery drive vesterday, accord-
g to sources ¢ oncerned

The land was recovered [rom
different plots at roads 93, H0
and 127. One of the plots belong
to former minister Shaikh
Shahidul Islam and another to
Brig (Retd) Sharif Aziz

Rajuk officials along with
tnn%istratua and police men yes-
terday started the drive at about
10:30 am .

The drive is aimed at recov-
ering about 25 bighas ol en-
croached land along the Lake
Market price of the land is es-
timated at about Tk 125 crore

Rajuk intends to bulld a
walkway along the Gulshan-
Baridhara-Banani Lake when
the recovery drive is over. the
sources said.

They also said encroachers

ignored several Rajuk notices to

vacate the land and many ol
them applied for allocation of
the land.
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long we'll be able to keep the
peaceful situation when | see
Leader of the Opposition
Khaleda Zia sitting on a stage in
Kushtia with a Kkiller involved
in Udichi killing.”

e said Bachhu Mollah, son
of an MP involved in Kazi Arel
killing, also sat with the Leader
of the Opposition on the stage.

Seeking cooperation and
sincere support of the opposi-
tion parties in curbing terror-
ism, the Home Minister said:
Terrorism cannot be curbed
overnight. "We're sincerely try-
ing to curb it for the last four
vears. In many places, we are
suceessful, We could be more
successful if the opposition
parties sincerely supported
e

Referring to a comment by
Jativa Party lawmaker Golam
Farooq regarding a Tamil
wonian arrested in Chittagong,
he alleged that there were con-
spiracies to hit the Prime Min-
1ster

“Those defeated in the strug-
gle of democracy are now hatch-
ing conspiracy. Apprehending a
possible defeat in the battle ol
ballot, they are planning to lhil
the Prime Minister,” Nasim
said

Ten insurance

cos fined for
failing to
go public
By M Shamsur Rahman

The office of the Controller
of Insurance has fined 10 in-
surance companies for failing
to go public within F.;Jt:(‘ii'it‘a
time.

Each of these companies
have been fined Tk 10,000 up to
December 31, 1999, and an ex-
tra fine of Tk 1,000 each day for
default, The order was issued
recently

But none of these companies
paid the fine till yesterday.
sources at the office of the Con-
troller of Insurance said.

Uinder the Insurance Act, an
insurance company is supposed
to go for initial public r}fll{'ring
(IPO) to raise 50 per cent of its
paid-up capital from the stock
market within three years from
the date of registration.

The companies are Prime
General Insurance, Provati
General Insurance, City General
Insurance, Pioneer General In-
surance, Meghna General In-
surance, Mercantile General In-
surance, Northern General In-
surance, Bangladesh National
Insurance, Homeland Life In-
surance Meghna Life Insurance.

The sources sald these com-
panies were given registration
on June 1, 1996. They were sup-
posed to complete their fund-
ralsing from the stock market
by May 1, 1999, but none went
lor 1PO,

Falling to go for IPO within
the Hll[llltltt'{l time, the compa-
nies applied for extension of
time, The authorities granted
six months' extension to all.

As they flailed again, the
Controller ol Insurance fined
these companies, the sources
said.

When contacted, sources in
the Bangladesh Insurance As-
soclation sald that most of the
companies did not go public as
per suggestion of ‘issue mangers’
recognised by the Security and,
Exchange Commission (SEC).

“Most of the Issue managers
advised the Insurance compa-
nies not 1o go public as the stock
market was dull. They had cau-
tioned that 1POs would be un-
der-subscribed,” a source in BIA
sald.

_By-electiog in
Jhalakathi-2
July 31

By-election to the Jha-
lakathi-2 parliamentary con-
stituency will be held on July
31, an Election Commission
(EC) announcement said yester-
day. reports BSS.

The seat fell vacant follow-
ing the death of Jatiya Party
(Mizan-Manju) MP Zulfikar Alj
Bhutto early this month.

According to the schedule,
the last date for submission of
nomination papers is July 9.

The nomination papers will be .

scrutinised on July 10 and the
last date for withdrawal ol the
nomination is July 15.

NEW DELHI, June 29: A bat-
tle of nerves is now on between
the government of Prime Min-
Ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee and
Chief Minister of Jammu and
Kashmir state Dr Faroog Ab-
dullah on the latter’'s demand
for autonomy for the sensitive
north-western Indian border

, Slate.

The issue of autonomy was
debated by Jammu and Kash-
niir assembly for nearly a week
before a resolution was adopted
by the house, where Dr Abdul-
lah’s National Conference en-
joys two-thirds majority, rec-
ommending greater autonomy
for the state amidst protests by
Congress and BJP. The resolu-
tion endorses the recommenda-
tion of a committee set up by
Abdullah government on au-
tonomy. The report suggests a
return of the state to the pre-
1953 status under which the
federal government of India

'\ will have no role in the affairs

ol the state other than defence,
communications and external
allairs.

According to the report, the
state will have its own Prime
Minister and “"Sadr-e-Riyasat”
and All India Services Officers
will be replaced by an equiva-
lent state service. Besides, the
Election Commission and
Comptroller and Auditor Gen-
eral of India will have no juris-

diction in Jammu and Kashinir.

Another key suggestion by the
commilttee is that Indian
government would not be able
to dismiss the state government
under the Constitutional pro-
vision of Article 356,
sage ol the resolution has come
as a surprise to Vajpayee gov-

The pas-

News Analysis

erntment in view of the fact that
Dr Ahidnllabh had a few days
ahead ol that hinted to journal-
ists alter talks with the Prime
Mimister in Delhi that the reso-
lution might not be put to vole
in the state assembly.

The Vajpayee governiuent’s
initial reaction to the change in
National Conference stand did
not contain any tinge ol dis-
pleasure as senjor BJP leader
and Home Minister L K Advani
had stated that the issue of
granting autonomy would be
considered.

Advani’'s reaction was ap-
parently prompted by the [act
that an outright rejection of au-
tonomy would have sent
“wrong” signals to the Interna-
tional comimmunity, especially
India’s key interfocutors like
the United States, which wants
New Delhi to travel some dis-
tance towards a political solu-

tion of the problem in Jammu
and Kashmir, political analysts
here said.

But officials here are con-
vinced that most of the recom-
mendations of the committee
on autonomy would be unac-
ceptable to an Indian govern-
ment irrespective of its politi-
cal colour.

The BJP, lead party of the
country’s ruling alliance, and
main opposition Congress have
strongly opposed the autonomy
committee report saying there
is no question of going back to
pre-1953 status in Jammu and
Kashmir.

The concept of greater au-
tonomy, political sources here
say. is mainly aimed at ensur-

Cold war over Kashmir |

Autonomy resolution breeds tension between
Vajpayee, Abdullah

From Pallab Bhaitacharya

ing political survival of Na.'

tional Conference. Dr Abdul-
lah's party Is clearly uncom-
fortable by Vajpayee govern-

ment's move to open channels

of communication with the
Hurriyat Conference, an uin-

brella body of 24 separatist bod-
les in Jammu and Kashmir, an-
alysts say.

Playing the autonomy card

at this juncture is aimed at

the federal Indian
and the Hurriyat
they say.

It remains to be seen how Va-
jpayee government handles the
autonomy issue as National
Conference Is one of its con-
stituents with Dr Abdullah’s

overnment
eadership

pre-
empting proposed talks between |

. Y

son being a member of Vajpayee |

ministry. The autonomy com-
miltee report was handed over
to Indian government several
months ago. It is being studied
by a committee of experts and
after that- a committee of fed-
eral ministers is also expected
to go through it. Officials and
political analysts here are cer-
tain that the autonomy report
will never see the light of the
day, given the present coniposi-
tion of Indian parliament
whose approval Is essential if it
has to be implemented.

Significantly, Advani him-
self said two days back that a

decision on the autonomy issue

would be taken by Parliament.
Only time will tell if National
Conference will quit India's
ruling National Democratic
liance headed by BJP if its de-
mand for greater autonomy is
not accepted. Will Farooq Ab-
dullah risk such a political
gamble?
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