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Continued from page 8
There should have been a repre-
sentative of the goveriument
here to give us feedback in this
regard. The Parliamentary
Standing Committee in this re-
Fm‘d can see how the state can

ntervene more effectively.
There Is also the matter of devo-
lution of power.

The spadework has already
been done. It is mainly how to
deepen the reforms which are
already there. Whichever govy-
ermment may come, the Awami
League governiment is here now
with another year ahead, they
must carry out the reforms. The
education-related institutions
must be strengthened and -
proved. There is also the matter
of resource mobilisation.

Dr. Quamrunnesa Begum,
Director, Institute of Education
Research: Good and sound
planning is lacking in our
country. We have failed till now
to take up planning with com-
mitment, We have taken up
many plans, all too often lim-
ited to Dhaka City alone.
Planning should not be re-
stricted to mere slogans. Educa-
tion for All. this is still just a
slogan. We have to take up plans
that can be implemented at
grassroots level. We do not have
such planning. We have failed
to create a mechanism in this
regard. Many things have taken
place here and there, I admit
that we have come a long way.
From 1990 till now there defi-
nitely has been a lot of work

“\aa domne. This was started way back
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~ enrollment in rural areas has

fromm 1980. There has been a
new Directorate. adult educa-
tion, non-formal education. But
there is a wide gap.

-
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Dr Kamrunnesa Begum
It is said that out of the «oun-

iry’'s 20 million children. 15
nizllion go to school. Of these,
most of them are of Class One

and Two. It was 60 per cent

some time back, 1 don't know
the exact percentage now. From
25 vears we have seen that
most of the children study in
Class One and Two. Undoubt-
edly. in Bangladesh the parents
send their children to school.
They have become conscious.
But most of them study in Class
One and Two. That is what the
statisti¢s mm? study for
one or two years and drop out.
We should plan our primary
education so that they come to
school for five years, attend
school properly and remain in
school for five vears and gain
quality education. That is what
education is all about.
We have failed to plan this. So
we should think about plans
which start from the capital
ant{'.go down to the grassroots.
e have to include all the
ﬂ;ﬂple in this planning. We
ve formed many committees,
but these have not been effec-
tive. These are not functioning
well. There are school man-

, agement committees, parent-

teacher associations, and many
other bodies. but their work is-
n't effective. These have to be
included in national planning.
to see how they can be moni-
tored, supervised and assisted.
So | just want to stress the im-
portance of plam:uiﬂgI;I

Mushtaque R. Chowdhury,
BRAC: | would like to speak
about the changes that Mr.
Mahmudul Alam was speaking
about. the increase in net en-
rollment rate and the disap-
pearance of gender disparity at
the primary level. in terms of
enrolment and attendance.
Other changes have also oc-
curred. Completion rates have
reached about 70 per cent. So 70
per cent of the children attend-
ing Frimary schools really
compiete primary education.

The other changes that have
taken place, though small, is
that there is indication in in-
crease in the quality of educa-
tion. their learning achieve-
ment.

Mahfuz Anam: Can you tell
us what is the enrollment rate
at the moment?

Mushtaque R. Chowdhury:
As Mr. Mahmudul Alam said,
the gross enrollment rate, as we
found in the Education Watch,
is 107 per cent and the net en-
rollment Is about 77 per cent.
This shows a 30 per cent differ-
ence between net and gross

which means 30 per cent of the °

¢hildren beyond the primary
School age group are coming to
Primary schools.

Mahfuz Anam: So enroll-
mentis 107 per cent and the re-

tention rate s 77 per cent. That °

Is, 77 per cent complete primary
education, are up to there till
the end of Class Five.
Mushtaque R. Chowdhury:
In that past which were the
oups being disadvantaged, ex-
cluded? The girls were excluded.
Children from rural areas were
* excluded. Children from poorer
farilies were excluded. But here
if we compare whal we saw in

1993 and what we saw in 1998,

that changes have happened
mostly in those groups which

 were ‘hitherto not benefiting

- much from primary education.

. So the girls have come as far as

boys. In fact, the
- passed

girls have sur-
boys in enrollment. The

€ lmprovement in the en-

¢ ollinent of the poor children

hnmproved much faster than
1-poor children. So these are
me of the statistics, the
i Al see in our pri-

over the five-year period, we see

mary education system,

Mahfuz Anam: So we see (he
enrollment rates and the

changes. Do all of you agree
with this?

Participants: No.

ANM Eusuf: There is a dif-
ference. It Is not a subtle differ-
ence, It is a big difference, When
we say gross enrollment and the
completion rate is on the basis
of gross enrollment, so those
who enroll, 107 per cent, of this
%ross enrollment 70 per cent is
the completion rate, So if you
say completion rate (s 70 per
cent of 77 per cent enrollment,
there will be a big mistake.

Mahfuz Anam: So vou are
saying it is better?

ANM Eusuf: No, it is worse.
The gross enrollment which is
107 per cent which consists of
children who are above or below
this age group 6 to 10 years. So
they constitute the remaining
30 per cent. Of the age group,
only 77 per cent which is the net
enrollment of this primary
school going age 6 to 10. That
means (frimar}r school goin
age children, 23 per cent coul
not enroll. They still are out-
side the domain of primary ed-
ucation. But there are others
who are above 10 or below 6
maybe.

Quamrunnesa : About
this completion rate, from 90
to ‘95, the enrollment and the
number of students at different

rade levels, 1 analysed some-
thing because | wrote a book on
primary education. From 90 to
95 it was aboul 20 per cent en-
rolling in Class One who went
to Class Five. First | did this
from ‘85 to "90. then 91 to '95. 1
found that about 20 per cent
children enrolled in Class One
went to Class Five.

Shafi Ahmed: Did you only
study the government schools?

Quamrunnesa Begum: No,
the enrollment. For example,
about 3.8 million were in Class
One in 1985, then 1.6 million
were in Class Two. | did that in
1990 to 1995 also. Only in Class
One and two there were 60 per
cent students. This is my analy-
sis, I don't know how far it was
correct, but that is what | found.

Mahfuz Anam: Can anyone
rescue us here at this stage? |
am looking for dependable, au-
thentic statistics.

Mushtaque R. Chowdhury:
The results that we have are the
latest results, that of 1998. Dr.
Quamrunnesa's results might be
a bit outdated, the period being
'90 1o 95.

There is a general consensus
that the completion rate has in-
creased. The government says it
is 67 per cent, we find it to be 71
per cent. But, 67 or 71 per cent
makes no difference.

. ~Mahfuz Anam: The govern-
ment is claiming lesst

Mushtaque R. Chowdhury:
How do we explain this im-
provement that we are seeing in
particular groups, girls, poorer
groups, rural sections? | think
those are related to certain in-
ceutive schemes that the gov-
ermment has instituted, plus

Mushtaque R Chowdhury

some positive discriminatory
steps that some of the NGOs
have followed. For example, the
governmeit has started the sec-
ondary school stipends pro-
grainme for girls which gives
stipends to girls attending
schools in the rural areas. The
schools which enroll girls also
get an amount of money for
this. So this is a bii incentive
for the parents to keep their
children in school.

The second important thing
is the Food for Education Pro-
gramme which gives food ra-
tion to poorer children from ru-
ral areas. These are the two pub-
lic sector interventions or in-
centive schemes which might
have led to an increase in en-
rollment for girls in the rural
areas,

In addition to that, some of
the NGOs have certain pro-
grammes which are, as some
call them, Fnsitlvcly discrimi-
natory in the sense that they
prefer girls; 70 per cent of so of
students going to NGO schools
are girls. They also enroll chil-
dren from the poorer sections.
These are some of the reasons
probably, according to my
analysis, why we are seeing lin-
provement in enrollment.

Now Lhe question s, what
will happen In this situation?
Is it going to be a really fragile
improvement? Or s it going to
sustain over a longer period?
That's a question we have to
think about.

Mahmudul Alam: Dr
Mushtaque talked about the
disadvantaged groups, but those
who are the poorest are still not
being Included. Things are not
that very good.

Professor Shafiul Alam: Mr.
Mahfuz Anam ralsed a question
whether any national action
plan was drawn up following
the Education for All decision.
As far as | know, there had been
a committee instituted for the
purpose. They worked and were
supposed to submit a report. |
don't know If there was any fi-
nal report from this.

Then, Ms. Rasheda K Choud-
hury said that the participation
of children from a lower level
should be ensured. | don't know

———m— —

Education for All: Post-Dakar Challenges

Education is the Best Investment for Our Future

il many people know that the
government has formally
recognised prc-prlmar‘); educa-
tion two years ago. | think this
IS a very positive step. 1 was in-
volved in developing the mate-
rial called Dekha Shuna. This
was introduced in some pri-
mary schools, The children
were attracted to this. It was a
nice book with pictures drawn
by Mr. Mustafa Monwar.

About the gender issue. when
a competency-based curriculum
was introduced in 1991, there
was a study to see how to reduce

ender blas In the text books,
ike English, Bengall and So-
clal Science. Speclal attention
was pald to reduce gender bias.
A lot of changes were brought
about in the illustrations and
the content and the previous
gender bias has been reduced to
a considerable extent,

Then the programmes taken
up by the government, like Food
for Education, have brought
about some positive results. The
Minister for Education has re-
cently initiated a national edu-
cation survey. It Is surprising to
note that even in madrasas,

irl's education is higher than
yoys. In secondary schools, the
participation of girls is 56 per
cent. When this survey was go-
ing on, I personally visited a
school near the Bandarban bus
stand and saw in Grade Six 26
irls and seven boys sitting in
the classroom. This was because
of the girls’ stipend programime
perhaps. Maybe some of you
will not find this positive, vou
will find that a balance is not
being maintained. But this Is
what (s happening and the
number of girls in the schools,
In madrasas too, is Increasing
steadily.

About NGOs, in our country
we have Proshika, BRAC and
other big NGOs, working in the
education sub-sector, in non-
formal education, but what is
their actual picture? How far is
their achievement? Will they be
able to %iw: us an accurate pic-
ture in this regard?

Mahfuz Anam: Our discus-
sion is becoming a bit diverse. |
am not getting any real direc-
tion. Can we have a direction?
How can we go ahead with more
strength? At what level is free
and compulsory primary educa-
tion in Bangladesh and what
steps do we have to take to make
it 100 per cent? How to banish
adult illiteracy? Can we spend
some time on these issues?

Shafi Ahmed: s Education
For All only a Phrase? Is il a
catchword? What we have been
talking about is literacy for all.
There have been so many con-
troversies over the definition of
literacy as itself. When we say
Education For All, we are con-
centrating more on literacy
which is good. In that case, we
have to see what we really mean
by literacy and whether we have
literacy when we say comple-
tion in government schools or
condensed syllabuses being
structured by the NGOs. Does it
give a competency to make me
an educated person or a literate
person?

About this Compulsory Edu-
cation Act, like all these con-
ferences to which Ms. Rasheda
K Choudhury very frustratingly
referred, the Compulsory Edu-
cation Act is like that too. You
pass it in the Parliament. but
vou don't enact it in reality. We
speak so much in international
conferences. in our Parliament
aud in our public meetings. We
say so many things, but we re-
ally don't translate these into
action.

It is the political will and po-
litical will has been so politi-
cised in our country, it is so
frustrating for us to know as
educationists. that this country
in this span of 29 vears had so
many education connmissions
But we must have a direction.
Every government, whoever
succeeds, if Jamaat succeeds, |
will not accept a government of
Jamaat. I will morally say |
don’t want you. But if tl\:at type
of government succeeds, 1 want
education to be such a kind of
an agenda, such an important
national agenda that whoever
starts, we have to take the posi-
tive things of the education
conunissions or the education
policies.

Education is a continuous
process. But we have seen that
with the change of governiment,
we bring in changes in the edu-
cation policy. What {s this? The
ailms which are to be achieved
by education, do they change
with the change of BNP and
Awami League? Or are there cer-
tain universal achievements,
very common achievement
which we must know and which
we must achieve. Education
should be taken as a continuous
Process.

What is most lmportant is
the political will and that the
olitical will should be nation-
rased, of a wider tolerance. It
shouldn’t be a BNP education
policy and an Awami League
education policy. We cannot
undermine the wisdom that
many of the education com-
mission members and their
chairmen had. But we have
changed it and changed it again
and again. That Is not giving us
any direction of where we
should go. This should be a na-
tional continuous agenda. All
the political forces should re-
ally commit themselves to edu-
cating this country, to have an
educated community,

One Important thing noted
in Dakar and all kinds of con-
ferences, and has some way
been translated Into action in
our country, Is that education
shouldn’t be dictated from the
Secretariat, It shouldn't be the
Scecretariat’'s business, or the
Minister's speech or somebody
speaking in the Parllament,

Decentralisation is there. In
our country, there Is a very
good, effective kind of delivery
system from the centre to the
zila to the upazila, everywhere,
We have Thana Education Offl-
cer and all. So we have the de-
centralised system, but t s not
being made effective. Every de-

cisfon is still hanging on that
l-storied building In Top-
khana, NGOs are running good
schools with community par-
Licipation.

he government should also
believe that investinent in edu-
cation Is the best investment.
This means not only education,
but investinent (n human capl-
tal. '

—

Shafi Ahmed

The role of civil society Is
also very fmportant. What is
the civil soclety doing? There Is
an organisation now from the
ex-left wingers from various po-
litical parties and in their
meetings I say what kind of
movement are you all plan-
ning? Let's do this. We have a
Compulsory Educatfon Act in
the country. Let's really assem-
ble in Sutrapur or anywhere
and see how many children of
school going age are out of the
schools. And then we call the
education officer concerned and
say look at these children. In
that way, we can really concen-
trate and strengthen the lorces
of civil society. The civil society
should have a very definite
agenda, a time-bound action
agenda.

Prof. Muzaffar Ahmed: | re-
fer to the Dakar declaration.
The first issue is the vulnerable
and disadvantaged children.
Mahmudul Alam has already
said that we have not been able
to reach the poorest of the poor.
Even if they come to the school,
it's very difficult to retain
them. Drop out rates are high
amongst the poorest house-
holds. But one thing which has
not been mentioned here, is
that the literacy rate in the ur-
ban slums is lower than the lit-
eracy rate in the rural areas. Il-
literacy in the urban slums is
iucreasin% over the years and
attention has to be given to this.

The other issue that has been
raised is about the ethnic mi-
norities. My trip to the Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts identified
one very important problem.
And my visit to Rangpur to the
schools of the Santals intro-
duced another problem. First is,
so far as the Santals are con-
cerned, because of social
stigma, they are not allowed to

‘sit 'in the sameé bench or the

same school. Discrimination is
there.

The problem in the Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts is that the
children speak very little Ben-
gali. So you need a teacher who
can translate this for them so
that they can learn from the
Bengali textbooks. This should
be recognised and proper action
must be taken.

I have great problems with
NCTB textbooks. In our days
there were no textbooks as such.
There were various publishers

who would publish books and
then the DPI would basically
say that these books can be
adopted. Now, since the mid-
sixties since the Swedish goy-
ernment gave us grant for pub-
lishing textbooks, we have
standardised textbooks. This
has taken away the creative ap-
proach to teaching by the teach-
ers and creative learning ap-
proach of the students. It Is im-
sortant that first {f there are

CTB books, there should be
other books encouraged to come
to the market and whoever are
the authorities should basically
say that these books cover the
curriculum and thereby the
school should have the auton-
omy to select the books which
they think the best. This was
the case when we were students,
We have seen from the experi-
ence of GSS that it's not the
textbooks, but also the creative
supplementary reading that
helps them learn essential vo-
cabulary quickly.

At the moment If a primar
school student has to read all
the textbooks which requires a
35.000 word vocabulary, it Is an
Impossiblility. Developed coun-
tries require only 5000 words.
So in writing textbooks also we
have to be careful what sort of
vocabulary we use in reducing
the textbooks.

Mahfuz Anam: Let me clar-
ify that. You are saying that the
primary school textbooks that
are to be read require a vocabu-
lary of 35,000 words.

Prof. Muzaffar Ahmed: Yes,
and this is basically impossi-
ble. That {s why they commit it
to memory and the teachers en-
courage them to commit this to
memory and that is what they
write. I will give you an exam-
ple. My child used to study in
one of the best schools in
Dhaka run by Dhaka Univer-
sity. [ will not name it. He
wrote: Pakhir duti dana achhey
(The bird has two wings). The
teacher said this is wrong. You
should have written pakhir duti
pakha achey. So this is the kind
of teaching that is going on. Be-
cause that is the exact sentence
written there in the book, he
has to reproduce this. So this is
the problem. We are pushing our
students towards non-creative
ventures and to memorising. We
should get out of this.

Then comes the question of
adult literacy. Adult literacy
programmes need special re-
view. Unfortunately, the inde-
pendent reviews of adult liter-
acy programmes are quite ad-
verse and the government does
not really own these reports.
The government’'s own depart-
mental review is of course very
different, sayving that we are
achieving targets. Various dis-
tricts and sub-districts are said
to be free of illiteracy. But if you
go there and conduct a survey,
you will see a lot of illiterate
]JEI'SDI}.S, So this is basically
1ypocritical. We need to get out
of this hypocrisy. We want an
educated, literate, value-ori-
ented society.

About gender disparity,
saying that the number of girls
going to school is equal to boys
is a one-dimensional way of
thinking. You will find that girl
students in the field of science
are fewer than the boys. This is
something which needs remedy.
This is the picture not only at
the tertiary level, but also at the
secondary level. Girls" partici-
pation in science education is

Mohammad Mohsin
Education Adviser,
PLAN International
Bangladesh

The Dakar declaration has
clearly placed a lot of emphasis
on the Early Child Develop-
ment and Care Issues to be ad-
dressed in the future planning.
Bangladesh as one of the devctl:*
oping countries could not ad-
dress the ECCD issues with high
importance in previous educa-
tional planning documents. De-
spite willingness and sincere
desire from the authorities, it
was also not that clear to the
involved parties as to what and
how to address the issues con-
cerned. Lack of knowledge and
institutions are the prime con-
cern in this respect,

Early Childhood Care and
Development (ECCD) s not
merely an educational issue,
rather a combination of
Growth, Survival and the De-
velopment aspects of the chil-
dren from age 0-5+. Survival
and growth at the early age in-
cluding joyful learning atmo-
sphere can ensure proper devel-
opment thus prepare the child
for future actions (actions In
formal learning environment).
Integrated nature of ECCD pro-
grammes Is, however, neglected
and almost untouched in onr
Child Development Plans.

We are talking about Quality
Basic Education. which calls
for strong foundation, Insight-
ful learning that reflects the
self esteem and creativity in
teachln% learning situation.
Only a strong he%lnnln_ can en-
sure the same where the learn-
ers (children) feel free to ask
Tmstlons. inftiate things that
they judge better working, ac-
cept and refect thing with rea-
soning and reflection and con-
solidate lcaruiué points from
their maturity. Early stimula-
tion Is firmly anchored with
brain cell development, which

e T — —

take place mostly up to the age
of four. Good behaviour, affec-
tion. examples, practices do
give a good shape in their future
personality which is very much
essential for basic understand-
ing in the formal educational
institutions. Most of the learn-
ers are dropped out from the
schooling system due to lack of
confidence in themselves, basic
understanding, unfamiliar and
unfriendly environment in
schools and easy cooping pat-
tern between home and schools.

To address the Early child-
hood issues, the next cycle of
achieving EFA (2015) should
devote and concentrate the fol-
lowing actions.

* Search for the initiatives
already made by national and
international NGOs (Save the
children alliances, PLAN In-
ternational Bangladesh, VERC,
Grameen Shiskha, BRAC, Ni-
jera Shikhi etc.)

' consolidation of the
learning so far experienced by
these organisations

* follow up the UNICEF con-
ference in late 99 (Future
Search Conference)

* prepare a National Plan of
Action for ECCD issues

* mainstreaming the ECCD
issues into the primary schools
(preparing the future learners
through feeder approach)

* reorientation of the role of
NGOs and other partners to-
wards early childhood issues

* Integrated development
strategy between the health and
education department for pre-
primary education,

Bangladesh have achieved
significant progress in terms of
learner’'s enrollments, gender
equity. reducing dropout ete. in
public schools, However, the
quality education is still far
from standard. A geueral survey
by PLAN In primary schools of
Gazipur, Dinajpur, Nilphamari
and Dhaka slum area revealed
that the students of Class V did
not achieve the competencies of
Class Il even, especially In
English, Mathematics, science
and language,

Experience from some NGO
'ijm*ls ltke BRAC, GSS, Plan
ntl have already shown signif-
icant changes In learners be-
haviour, learning style, interest
to learn, better competencies
and most importantly, the par-
ents cooperation, If the quality
education is to focus for EFA,
these models, In one or another
way are to be Investigated- thor-
oughly for replication within

the existing primary school

structure, I

\

much lower. Even though we
find girl students in Vigarun-
nessa School are doing very
well in SSC examinations, that
does not tell you the whole
story. The other side of the
story Is that there are no
trained science teachers. Most
of the secondary schools and
primary schools do not have
good English and Maths teach-
ers. So that Is one of the prob-
lems of primary education stu-
dents who do not get the neces-
sar‘y orlentation lor numeracy
which will help them learn at a
secondary stage.

Incldeutaﬁ;. the recom-
mendation to make primary
school up to Class Eight has
been there for the last 20 years.
It has not been acted upon. This
has been accepted, | understand,
as a draft education policy, but
this has not been made public.
There is a primary education
report besides the national edu-
cation committee report which
was prepared by Late Dr. Al-
Mutl Sharfuddin, but that has
also not seen the light of the
day. These recommendations
are there, but the government
has not acted on this. The rea-
son possibly Is sclence educa-
tion Is more resource oriented
and the government is not will-
ing to make commitment for
OTe rESOUrces.

Muzzafar Ahmad

Then quality - education.
What makes quality education?
Quality education is not made
by the buildings. It is the qual-
ity of the teachers and the qual-
ity of the teaching materials.
We do not have quality teaching
materials. We do not have qual-
ity teacher training pro-
grammes and we do not have
quality books. How can we en-
sure quality education? This is
a problem. And we have to an-
swer those questions, if we are
serious about gquality educa-
tion,

Political commitment, na-
tional action plan. An educa-
tion policy has been framed. It
got the okay of the Cabinet, but
it has not been allowed to be de-
bated by the public. This is im-
portant. Since the Chairman of
the Parliamentary Committee
for Education is here, 1 would
request him that public hearing
on national education policy
should be held by the parlia-
ment, parliamentary commit-
tee and the people should be al-
lowed to make deposition there
before the national education
policy is endorsed by the par-
liament.

The sixth plan is under for-
mulation. What are they doing?
They are commissioning cer-
tain individuals to write a
chapter on education. That's
not the way to frame plans. If
you want to have plans, then
you have this education sector
input-output relationship with
the other production sectors.
This is not being considered. So
this lateral incremental sort of
way of planning is not giving us
the right Kind of output from
the plan that we would like to
get.

Sustainable education for
poverty alleviation. This
means that education needs to
be related to income generating
skills. None of the primary
schools provide this. There is
an issue, how do you integrate
the poverty alleviating income
earning opportunity with edu-
cation? This issue has not been
addressed. The only time in my
memory this issue was raised
and addressed was during the
national school movement dur-
ing the twenties. This is also
addressed in the 1939 develop-
ment plan developed by the
Congress for the Indian devel-
opment opportunities. This was
considered even by Ra-
bindranath Tagore when he
thought about the Shanti Nike-
tan approach to life and living.
But nowhere in our plans we
have integrated education with
skill development. So that is
something that needs to be ad-
dressed.

The World Bank study men-
tions that the returns to pri-
mary education, if someone
completes five years, it is 18 per
cent of the investinent that is
made. After that, in secondary
education it drops to three per
cent. In Higher Secondary Edu-
cation it drops to two per cent
In the tertiary education, if you
take out the professional edu-
cation, it becomes negative, But
our resource allocation does not
take account of this. If primary
education Is giving us that
much of return, and primary
education Is important for
poverty alleviation, we need to
augment our allocation in pri-
mary education. But lcok at the
government budget, In 1981 it
was 49 per cent. Today alloca-
tion to primary sector is 41 per
cent. So relative allocation to
primary education has gone
down.

Civil soclety’s role. | under-
stand civil soclety differently
from the NGOs. My feeling is
that civil society here should
mean the society that should
own the school. And this own-
ership of the school when it was
there, in my childhood days, we
saw the schools performed. Now
the school s owned by the gov-
ernment or the NGOs. The so-
clal ownership of the school s
gone, So If the civil soclety has
to play a role, it has to be soclal

Che Dhily Sar

ownership of these institutions.
Nefther the government nor the
N(iOs basically promote (t. If
you look at even the school
management committee forma-
tion, | have seen school man-
agement committees where the
head (s a local thug belonging to
the government party, who did
not even have primary educa-
tion, as Chalrman of the school
management committee. This
type of practice should go.

Gender equality I touched,
but again, In gender equality,
macro figures hide a lot of mli-
cro-disparities. These micro-
disparities need to be addressed.
This Is not only In terms of the
place of living, parental educa-
tion or parental income, but
also in terms of skill formation
and their opportunity to utilise
thelr education In post-educa-
tional period.

The other issue is that the
International community is
very concerned about
HIV/AIDS. In our country there
Is a programme for HIV/AIDS.
A lot of donor money is going
there and the government is ac-
{*cpllnF the programme. To the
best of my knowledge, it is not
yet a big problem. It can become
a big problem, but does it re-
quire a special programme? [t
probably could be a health and
education programme. Health
and hygiene is not properly
stressed in education.

Educational resources
should be equitably distributed.
Look at the per capita expendi-
ture or subsidy for the Labora-
tory School in Dhaka. The sub-
sidy that is given is higher than
the subsidy given to a primary
school in a village. The reason
Is you bave more qualified
teachers, their salary is higher
and that sort of people in the
Laboratory School.

I was talking to the former
Governor of Virginia, USA. He
told me that in the early sixties
he was given 10 computers and
there were a lot of claimants for
those. And then there were lob-
bies for the good schools to get
those computers. He said, on
equity grounds, | gave It to the
most disadvantaged ones which
were basically in black ghettos.
He said that he was happy to see
that those had changed the
lifestyle of the ghetto people in
Virginia.

Similarly, our resource allo-
cation is influenced by the in-
lerest lobby who can get it. |
think there is lot more re-
sources given to universities
than they should get. They
should generate their own re-
sources. So resource allocation,
not only between sectors, but
between the sub-sectors and be-
tween schools of different loca-
tions, need to be looked at and
attention paid to the disadvan-
taged one. The government had
adopted this policy. The ADB
Secondary Education policy is
like that. The ones that did not
get government support over the
last five years should get the
priority in terms of the ADB-
assisted programme. So the re-
verse of the allocation of re-
sources in favour of the disad-
vantaged schools help them
come to a level where their
standards can be maintained.
That way, equitable education
across the country could be-
come a feasibility.

The next issue is profes-
sionalism of teachers. This is
possibly at a discount. This
needs social mobilisation,
proper, advocacy from the
guardians. In fact, | am sorry to
sayv guardians today want that
their students should pass, get
good numbers. They unfortu-
nately no longer seek educa-
tion. I am sorry to say, | had to
tell my students. | take my allo-
cated hours, three hours for a
course, and | take six hour
classes. | do not follow any
textbook. 1 have to repeatedly
tell my students that yvon have
become so conditioned to text-
books that you do not want to
look for knowledge in journals,
periodicals. even in daily news-
papers. There are a lot of news

which have implications for
macro-economic policy in
Bangladesh. We can analyse

this in the class. So seeking
Knowledge which protfessional
teachers can help angment in
students, that is the capability
that the teachers have disowned
because ol the system, the way it
has developed. So vou need to
develop professionalism among
teachers. It's not just the pri-
mary or secondary sector.

Information Communica-
tion Technology for EFA. | sug-
gest that we develop report
cards to be maintained by a
community person for each
school. not the school. | know
from my research that the
schools now maintain two or
three books in terms of their at-
tendance, in terms ol their
school registration, in terms of
the money spent. In fact, the
amount of expenses that are be-
Ing talked about, the private ex-
penses that the schools extract
in the name of fees, in the name
ol private coaching is much
higher than what is mentioned
in the reports,

The external finance. The
one worrying factor Is the pro-
jection of population. World
Bank's report says, the projec-
tion given by the current popu-
lation. our primary schools
will become surplus. | doubl
this. That is something which
we need to take into considera-
tion.

[ will complete my submis-
sion by saying that the contact
hours with teachers have gone
down. The teacher-student ratio
has become unfavourable be-
cause of a change in the gov-
ernment policy. Earller the

overnment had two teachers
lor 60+ students. If there were

61 students, two teachers were
given. Now the governmernt has
sald that unless there are 120
students, they cannot claim an-
other teacher. So teacher-stu-
dent ratio has become very un-
fair, So if we are looking for
quality. sustainability and all
lLut. that is something we need

to look into. And we need to in- |

crease the contact hours. On
routine we have 400 contact
hours, now it has Increased a
little bit, 450 according to the
goverment reports, in primary
schools, China has 1200 hours.
So if we have that kind of dif-
ference we cannot expect the
same kind of quality. that is
something which we need to
take Into consideration.

Abu Hamid Latif, associlated
with IER & Institute of
& Non-Formal Education, Ah-
sanullah University of Science
& Technology: ECCD, Early
Childhood Care & Develop-
ment: Fullnwlu% the Jomtien
conference, we had a national
plan of action in the Ministry

Abu Hamid Latif

ol Education. In our country
early childhood education sec-
tor is still neglected. If we want
quality education then we have
to give proper atiention with
concrete action plan. Minimum
qualification of primary school
teacher should be graduate.
Teacher Training Programme
of NGO should be improved. A
special cadre of people should
be created in education sector
for ensuring quality education.

Professor Shamsul Haque:
The time allocated for the na-
tional policy was three months
but we took six months. After
that we submitted the report.
The day when we submitted the
report, our Hon'ble Prime Min-
ster was present. She was ask-
ing how could you do it in six
months. We said, you have
given only three months, we did
it in six months, double the
time. We really worked hard to
produce it and I hope vou will
also give equal importance to it.
She told me, ves, | will do that,
but now almost that period is
going to be over very soon, but it
has not been given any impor-
tance. [ don’t know why.

Mahfuz Anam: When did you
submit the report?

Professor Shamsul Haque:
Long ago, more than three years
ago. Gives you an indication of
the importance given to it by
the government. Whatever de-
liberation or discussion you
have here or there, ultimately it
goes 1o the government for im-
plementation. If the govern-
ment shows a cold shoulder.
you don't know what benefit
there is in this deliberations or
formulation of the policy. |
think it would have been better
if this committee would see the
Pritne Minister and talk to her,
that whatever we do. ultimately
the government is to implement
it. If the government doesn't
take any notice of that or goes
slow in implementating, things
will not take shape ever nor can
we make any progress. Anyway,
| congratulate you for having
this deliberation here and we
have seen that many learned

people are here and they have
sivenn their opinions. 1 do not
ow what more | can add

|
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Prof. M. Shamsul Haq

Primary education as it Is
now,. if you go to the primary
schools, sometimes yvou will not
see any teacher in the class. |l
the teachers are not sincere, if
they don't give education, what
is the use of prunary education,
for that matter secondary or
higher education? It is a
teacher-based system. Teacher
first, teacher in the middle,
teacher in the last.

The govermment universities
are not in a good shape either.
There is always politics there.
There are strikes or something
or the other coming up. Out o
12 months, | don't think there
are even three months educa-
tion. I don’t know in which di-
rection the country is moving. |
am a very aggrieved person.
Whether we make any policy or
not, the educational institu-
tions, the government attitude,
even the guardians’ attitude is
not favourable for education.
This is my honest opinion. Un-
less gnardians ask for {t, unless
students ask for it, the teachers
will not do it, nor will the gov-
ernment do it. 1 therefore ap-
eal to the guardians (o come
}um*ard. to the students to come
forward.

Student politics is one thing
which is damaging the whole
education system. No political
party should have any student
wing. This is my earnest appeal
to this body. Students may go
for politics, they may discuss
solitics, but they should not
'wlm: to any party. It is all
right for students to discuss pol-
itics. They may be politicians
later on, That's all right. They
can discuss politics, the prob-
lems of the country. That is not

Continued on puge 10
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