birthday

, COLOMBO, June 29 .
“lika President Chandrika
Maratunga marked her 55th
Mhday today with prayers for
Sace n her embattled country,
¢ government said in a state-
i, reports AFP.

day with her son Vimukti

Ry rnd arged her well-wishers not
i : ¢smgfﬂmm but instead do-
Wate jmoney to the welfare of
RVermment soldiers fighting

amjl Tiger rebels, her office

- o id,

k ; u . The President will spend
' obie qay alone. as shie has done

T 20 the pasl several yvears, with

El ¢ Ber son. in silent prayer for

< " Ptace," her office said in a
~ | Statement.
! ~ Kumaratunga came to power
¢ Im august 1994 promisin
ce, but her talks with Tami
l Iger rebels ended in failure
. and fighting continued. Tiger
\ %&¥errillas are cu rrently locked
combat with government
ps in the island's north.

Es
- Ugandans vote

- on referendum

o KAMPALA, June 29 : Ugan-
f | dns began voting today in a
| Feierendum to decide whether to
* 80 back to multi-party politics
. afler 14 years of severe restric-

-

ErFT'

| tons, reports AFP.

. _Voters are being given the
chojce between adopting
meaningful multi-party politics
Or retaining the current system
iAn which decisions at all levels
are made by the National
Resistance Movement (NRM),
an entity that in theory in-
cludes all Ugandans.

In the capital Kampala vot-
ing was delayed due to heavy
rain, with a handful of voters
‘Still wailting at All Saints
cathedral in the city centre to
" cast their votes 90 minutes after
3 polling stations were due to
L- open at 7:00 a.m. (10:00 BST).
.
|

| = L L]
Blair losing
¢ popularity
\ | ‘.?LONDON. June 29 : British
} + fime Minister Tony Blair's
pularity raliu%has slumped
- but his ruling Labour Party still
. has a commanding lead over
I the opposition Conservatives, a
! newspaper poll showed today.
' reports AFP.
; A Mori poll for The Times
i showed satisfaction with Blair
had fallen eight percent to 39
;!  pexen! in the past month,
| while the number of voters dis-

satisfied with him had risen 10
per cent to 52 per cent.

- Pakistan denies
Chinese help in
missile plant

WASHINGTON. June 29
Pakistan's embassy in Wash-
ington on Wednesday branded
reports that China was helping
its government to build a new
missile plant as “completely
baseless.” reports AFP.

The denial followed a report
in the Far Eastern Economic

_ Review of June 22, which said

-~ US officials were concerned

 Beijing may have resumed work

on an M-11 missile plant it
started building in Pakistan in

. 1990.

* “The Embassv of Pakistan

1| cargoricallv rejects the recent

| media reports.” said a state-
ment sent to journalists Liere.

L ‘These reports are com-
pletely baseless. It is also re-
grettable that these false re-
ports have been used to mislead
the US Senate and criticize

L e B, -

L]

-

Sri

af ~ Kumaratunga was spendin
Bl o ]

HAVANA. June 29 . Elian
Gonzalez and his family ar-
rived back in Cuba late Wednes.
day to a low-key welcome which
Is likely to set the tone for his
reintegration into Cuban socj-
ety. reports AFP.

Hundreds of Elian's former
classmates from his hometown
of Civvdenas waved Cuban ags

and « hauted his taine as the
private Lear jet carrving the

?'mmg boy and his finily
anded at Jose Marti Interna-
tional Airport.

Relatives poured onto the
tarmac and took turns hugging
the boy In emotional scenes
that were carried live on Cuban
television, as a band played the
national anthem.

But as expected, the public
celebrations were short-lived,
with Elian, his father Juan
Miguel, wife Nersy, and their

infant son Hianny, climbing

into a white Lada after a mere
SIX minutes (n the public eve.
The family was taken to an
undisclosed location for a re-
union with other family mem-

Bitter custody battle ends

bers before settling into a con-
I}lm in the Havana nelghbonr-
100d of Miramar. according to
Cuban authorities.

Police threw a cordon
around the mansion in the
seafront area of the city, pre-
venting all but residents from
%N!lng in or out late Wednes-
day,

The mansion, which was
chosen in April to be a transit
point for Elian as he reaccll-
matizes to Cuban life, has its
own pool, park and therapy
room.

There the young boy will be
shielded from the glare of the
International spotlight while
he concentrates on his studies,
according to a plan mapped out

by Cuban officials in consulta-

tion with Elian's father.

"We han that In just two or

three weeks he (Elian) will be
completely ready to begin sec-

ond grade,” according to official
statements broadcast on televi-

ston here. ‘
Giiven the "rapid progress”
Elian has already made, the

transition perfod will be
shorter than previously ex-
pected, anthorities indicated.

Our dedicated teachers will
help him become a model child

at the same time a normal
citizen, and a symbol, an exam-
ple for all the children of our
country.”

Alter a tempestuous 220
days, buffeted by the elements,
the media and competing polit-
lcal groups, the youngster could
be back in his own hoine as
carly as August, according (o
the timetable mapped out by of-
ficials.

Cuban authorities have been
at pains to ensure that this
transition is a smooth and easy
one, without any of the media
clrcus which attended Elian
when he was in the care of his
Miami relatives,

In marked contrast to the
huge orchestrated rallies held
in Havana and other Cuban
cities in recent months, Cuban
officlals discouraged any public
show of emotion for Elian's
homecoming,

They IlrFt.'d people to cele-
brate "in their own homes or
wWith nefighbours without taking
o the streets on a wave of -
thusiasm,” which would be -
appropriate at this thne,

“We have achleved our objec-
tive ol bringing this child back
to his homeland,” an officlal
statement broadcast on televi-
ston said. "But this Is not the
time for bragging. boasting or
self-congratulation.”

Only Ricardo Alarcon, the
president of the Cuban parlia-
ment, was on hand to greet the
Gonzalez family at the airport
on thelr return from the United
States.,

And if Cuban President Fidel
Castro was savouring his vic-
tory over his old foes the Cuban
exiles in Miami, he was savour-
Ing it in private.

Castro, who promised in
April that he would not treat
Elian as a trophy in his public
relations battle with Cuban ex-
iles in Miami, staved
from the event,

away
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ar-old Cuban castaway Elian Gonzalez is carried by

his paternal grandfather Juan Gonzalez beside his great-

grandmother Ramona (L)
United States
Havana.

; upon Elian's arrival from the
Wednesday at Jose Marti

Airport in
— AFP photo
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House favour
questioning
Wahid

JAKARTA, June 26 . Indong
sla’'s parliament, the People
Representative Council (DPR
today voted in favour of ques
tHoning President Abdurrahs
man Wahid over the recer

sacking of two minisiers, re-
ports AFP '

In a vote taken during a ple:
Hary session attended by 4371
members of the 500-member
DPR. an overwhelming 332
MF's voted in favor of sumnon-
ing Wahid. Sixty-three were
against the questioning while
36 abstained.

With the vote the legislature
will exercise its interpolation
rights -- the rights to question a
member of the government, in- &

cluding the president., on a
point of government policy.

The Indonesian Democ racy
Party-Struggle (PDIP) faction.
the largest in the DPR. has
spearheaded eltorts 1o sunimon
the president over the sac king
of Laksaniana Sukardi as In-
vestment and state enterprise
minister and Yusf Kalla as in-

L

dustry and trade minister

Disgraéed Kohl testifies to
parliamentary committee

BERLIN, June 29
first time

For the
since admitting to
ranning one million dollars In
slush funds, former German
chancellor Helmut Kohl testi-
fied today before a parliamen-
tary committee investigating
the scandal, reports AFP.

Looking drawn but smiling
as his testimony began, Kohl
was appearing the day after an
otlicial report documented the
destruction of a massive
amount of government files in
the chancellery at the end of his
tenure.

He was sitting at a small
table, flanked only by his
lawyer. for the questioning
from the all-party parliamen-
Lry committee,

Kohl has refused to name
donors to illegal secret funds lie
ran while serving as chancellor
and was not expected to budge
from this position in his testi-
mony Thursday,

The parliamentary cominit-
tee investigating the scandal
surrounding Kohl heard
Wednesday that two-thirds of
the chancellery data files were
wiped out after his election de-
feat in 1998.

-

-

Former German chancellor Helmut Kohl (L) studies
documents while sitting next to his lawyer Stephan
Holthoff-Pfoertner (R) as they face a parliamentary
Investigating committee into the slush fund scandal in

Berlin vesterday.

— AFP photo

——

Aum cult member
sentenced

to death

TOKYO, June 29 : A Japanese

court Thursday sentenced to
death the Aum Supreme Truth
cult's "killing machine”, Yasuo
Hayashli, for unleashing Sarin
gas In a murderous 1995 attack
on the Tokyo subway, a
spokesman said, reports AFP

The sentence at Tokyo Dis-
trict Court was the second death
penalty handed out for the hor-
rifying March 1995 attack, in
which Nazi-invented Sarin gas
Killed 12 people and left thou-
sands injured

"He got the death penalty as
sought by prosecutors,” said the
Tokyo District Court
spokesman, who declined to be

- named.

Judge Kiyoshi Kimura said
Hayashi, 42, must go to the gal-
lows as one of five Aum disci-
ples who released the nerve gas
in packed subway cars during
the morning rush hour

'He has an extremely grave
responsibility as an executor of
the sect's organised crimes and
cannot escape capital punish-
ient,” Kimura said, according
to Japan Broadcasting Corp
(INHK)

Hayashi, wearing a tieless
grey suit and white shirt, stayed
calm when the death sentence
was delivered, NHK television
said

Israel counting on Clinton to
bridge gaps with Palestinians

JERUSALEM, June 29 : |s.
rael Is « ounting on US President
Bill Clinton to bridge the
yawning gaps between the Jew-
Ish state and the Palestinians
In a three-way summit it hopes
will take place In late July, an
Israeli minister said todav re-
ports AFP ,

But the talking gets
tougher Israeli Uf'ttrinh are
warning of serious violence {f
the summit fails, and particu-
larly if Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat goes ahead with a
threat to declare an indepen

ds

dent state without an accoril
with Israel
US Secretarv of Stiale

Madeleine Albright left the re-
gion early Thursday after fail-
Ing to bring the Israeli and
Palestinian positions any
closer, and was due to brief the
president later in the day
Israeli Prime Minister Ehud
Barak told Albright Wednesday
that the only way to secure
progress ahead of a mid-
September deadline for a final
peace accord with the Pales
tinians was through a summit
Arafat rejected a US sug-
gestion for a mid-Julv sunnmit
stressing to Albright that

Hegotiations were needed first
tie did not rule out a stinnnit
later in July
Communications Minister
Benjamin Ben-Ellezer said that
only a third party can save the
peace process at this Stage
The Israeli side has gone as
lar as it can with its position on
borders. Jerusalem. settlements
o1 the other side thev have
toughened their stance,
!:ﬁrmh'rlng on impenetrability,’
e told public Israeli radio

We need a third parmy
move the cart and explain to the
Palestinians that without flex-
ibility on both
work.” he added

Israel and the ralestinians
have set themselves a Septemn-
ber 13 deadline lor a final ac-
cord on their borders the status

(O

sides it won'

of Jerusalem, and the future of
Palestinian refugees and Jew-
iIsh settlements in the West

Bank and Gaza Strip. but they
are still far apart
3en Eliezer said he was well
dware ol the risk of a failure 0f
a three-wan Stummit, but added
vithout risk there IS
il 1 1|.I:i' e
el security

licials have

-

] Pakistan.”

| BRIEFRY

' | Iran frees 450 Iraai POWs: ...

freed 450 Iraqi prisoners-of-war late
the 1980-1988 war between the two countries.
agency reported, AFP says from Tehran

The prisoners were released at the Khosrawi border post in
the western province of Kermanshah, the agency reported. The

captured durin
the official IRN

KUALA LUMPUR, June 29 :

Pakistan's foreign minister ac-
cused India today of trying to si-
lence the voice of Kashmir, say-
ing it had barred two separatist
leaders from attending an Is-
lamic forum here.

Abdul Sattar told AFP it was

expected that representatives
from both sides of the divided

Himalayan territory would at-

tend a meeting of foreign minis-

ters from the Organisation of
the Islamic Conference (OIC),
"We understand that the gov-

ernment of India did not permit

passport travel facilities to
Kashmiri leaders (from the In-
dian sector) to come.” he told
AFP.

‘It Is quite clear that India

ednesday which were

commits suicide:

suicide In his Lisbon prison cell, Portuguese and

die in Chechnya.

L]
llled in fierce fighting with rebels

F.
3 head of Iran's commission for POWs. Asghar Azizi, said the
3 release brought the total number of Iraqi POWs freed in seven
y stages during the current year to 3,389,
g
- | Murder suspect
: Sid Ahmed Rezala. facing extradition to France on charges of
p murdering three women including a British student., has
e committe
4 French officlal sources said Thursday, AFP reports from
4 Lisbon.
p Algerian-born Frenchman Rezala, 21, was arrested in the
. Portuguese capital in January after a month-long manhunt,
t and his lawyers have been resisting court attempts to have him
r returned to France.
I -
| 15 Russian troo
: Fifteen Russian troops were
| in the troubled province of Chechnya vesterday, Interfax quoted
an army spokesman as saying, AFP reports from Moscow
|

: MEXICO CITY, June 29 : With
l \ four days to go to presidential

' | elections that will decide the
| ‘, fate of the world's longest ruling
i

rity. Mexico's two leading
ndidates concluded their
1507 palgns with offers of social
; * provements, reports AFP.
¥ ' Conservative Vicente Fox
was his own firebrand self as,
amid thunderous cheers from

2 tens of thousands of Supporiers,
S he sald he would create "a new

Economic miracle,”
& I, slashing inflation anc

rating 1 3 million new

Dastida, of the long-ruling
Siitutional Revolutionary
[y (PRI}, pledged at a largely
ustre mass meeting that he
bring in “safe change

h:matmr_

e flar more staid Francisco

. for Mexico's landmark election

that would not threaten eco-
nonie achlevements.

Both expressed confidence
they would win Sunday's elec-
tions, although each Is sald 1o
have an almost-equal chance of
victory.

Opinion polls Hu%‘grﬂl the
presidential race will be the
closest in Mexico's history,
with Labastida running neck-
and-neck with Fox. of the Con-
servative Natlonal Action
Party (PAN.)

Both concluded their cam-
palgns In thelr respective
strongholds, where they served
as stale governiors,

[lowever, Fox In his own
campaign also claimed the PRI
had resorted to its traditiona)
dirty tricks to ensure It remains

in power.

doesu’'t want the world commu-
nity. the OIC and the Uunited
Nations to hear the authentic
representatives of the Kashiniri
people. They want to prevent
Kashmiri representatives from
voicing their opinion to the
world.’

A foreign ministry state-
ment in Islamabad earlier ac-
cused India of trying to hide its
"policy of terror” by preventing
Kashmiri militant groups from
attending the conference

"This high-handed action is
a part of India’s effort to keep
the international community
in the dark about the massive
and large-scale repression be-
ing practised by the Indian oc-

India trying to silence
Kashmiris: Pak FM

tupation forces o quell the

lreed 1] kllllj_{j_{lt'. 1t said

The statement said Malavsia
had formally invited a delega-
tion of the All Party Hurriyat
Conlerence to the meeting. The
conference is an umbrella or-
ganisation of more than a
dozen Kashmiri parties waging
a separatist campaign in the
Indian-controlled sector

Officials from the Pakistan-
controlled part of Kashmir are
attending the four-day confer-
ence which opened on Tuesday

Officials in Pakistan said
the meeting was expected to
adopt a declaration "to reaffirm
IS support to the cause of
Kashmir."

Mugabe under pressure to go

HARARE, June 29 : Zim-
babwe's President Robert Mu-
gabe is under pressure from
sonie ol his newly-elected
deputies to resign, after his
party scraped a narrow victory
in weekend parliamentary
elections, press reports said to-
day, says AFP

The independent weekly
Financial Gazette said that
‘several” new Zimbabwe
African National Union Pa-
triotic Front (ZANU-PF) MPs
had warned they would vote
with the new opposition* Move-
ment for Democratic Change
(MDC) if Mugabe and his stal-
warts resisted relorms.

And if Mugabe decided to
run for the presidential elec-
tions in 2002, they would defect
to the MDC, the officials at
least eight among the party's 62
elected at the weekend told
thie paper

We lost the elections he-
canse people are fed up with Mu
gabe's leadership of both th
party and the government,” tle
paper quoted an unnamed
LANU-PF official as saying

The MDC took 57 out of the
120 contested seats -- the first
time Zimbabwe has had a cred
ible opposition in 20 years

Our common position iIs
that he should ste p down by the
time we hold our annual con-
lerence in December to save ourn
party.” the official told the pa-
[‘]'r']

I he wants to seek re-elec-
tion in 2002, he must go public
this would enable some of us to
cross the floor now rather than
later another official was
quoted as saving

senior party officials
blame Mugabe for the party's
dismal performance in the
l‘Il'i filons,

Hieanyw hille warned Barak that
lailure of the summit conld lead
o an armed confrontation with
the Palestinians
The armyv is preparing for
the eventuality that there will
be a serious escalation in vio-
lence, Lieutenant Colonel
Sharon Grinker. an army
spokesman, told AFP ¢
Reports said Thursday that if
4 summit fails and Arafat
drnnounces Palestinian state-
liood on September |13, Barak is
likely to respond by annexing
the territory it still occupies
It Arafat takes unilateral
steps we will have to respond
with unilateral Steps,” a senior
ilicial in Barak's office said

The Israelj newspaper Yediot
Aharonot said Barak would
Iimmediately annex all
territory under Israeli control
- diliounung to some 60 percent
of the West Bank and 35 percent
of the Gaza otrip

The primme minister is de-

(fermined to take a series of

T i-\-. 11l i'+'-.I_ "ise LD o .!1-*{ j,';]"d-
tion ol statehood bv Arafat
quickly leterminedly and
withiout a minute's delay the

top-selling daily said

h*aq—ilnpziti;nt at lack of

OIC support on sanctions

KUALA LUMPUR. June 29
Iraq is pushing fellow Islaini
Hatons to support its call for a
niting ot United LIOIIS Ssall
tions but is getting little back-
INg So far, a report said tod

ports /

[fi' . 1 ~ \ | sl 10}

Al) 5 TER L ! ! b f
support from the 56-member
Organisation of thi slay
Conterence [OI¢ whose fi regn
imninisters are holding a four

dav conference here

The sanctions were imposed
alter lraq invaded Kuwait in
August 1990

|T~i1|| e -l*"r_‘.!TI"].' memober
Saadoon Zubaydi was quoted as
saying that 10 vears or so after
the Gulf War the OIC still re-
hised to understand his courn-
trvs plight

s>aadoon said Baghdad had

mace evervy effort to comply
witli UN resolutions and de-
stroy its weapons even though
dlTlS Inspections

pretext {or Spving

wWere just a

We have done ¢ -'!‘}'Thlh._ Al
the expense of our children dy
ing. our country becoming poor
ind the whole nation being
devastated he was qu ited as
~d\111¢

"We hope to get the OIC to
support our call for the UN

sanctions to be lifted

Iraqi delegates were not im-
mediately available for com-
ment on the report

The OIC, headquartered in
Saudi Arabia, represents all the
Arab states which went to war
against lraq in 1991 under a
US-l=ed coaliti drive 11 ont
of Kuwait

T L

Kashmir Chief Minister Farooq Abdullaha (R) talks to
leading animal rights activist Maneka Gandhi at a
function in Srinagar yesterday. Abdullaha and Maneka
of famous
shawls, made from the hair of rare Tibetan antolopes will
be stopped in troubled Kashmir, six years after being
banned by the Indian government.

announced that trade

Kashmiri Shahtoos

— AFP photo

Gunfire, explosions rock
strife-torn Ambon

JAKARTA. June 29 : Guinfire

and home-made bomb explo-
slons rocked
donesian city of Ambon. resi-
dents said today, as a state ol
emergency almed at stemming
sectarian violence entered its
third day.

the eastern In-

"I can still hear sounds of

gunfire and explosions but {n
general the situation has (-
proved,” Hukom, a volunteer for

the Indonesian Red Cross, told

AFP

Hukom, who like many In-

donesians goes by one name.

sald a 20-year-old yvouth and a
40-year-old woman were shot
and killed by snipers on
Wednesday.

Fhe state Antara news
uf_rrury sald tensfon remained
high as sounds of explosions

[rom  grenades, home-made
bombs and gunfire from stan-
dard military weapons was

heard in several areas of Am.
bon early Thursday

mg
houses from

Antara sald.
ports ol casualties on Thursday

and Christians has left
than 4,000 people dead in the
past I8 wonths
1)) people Killed and hundreds

Soldiers were also seen fir-
randomly at residents’
armoured cars.

There were no immediate re-

Muslims
IR RS

Violence between

with wnore than

wounded since June 21 in Am-
bon, the capital of Maluku is-
lands

The upsurge in attacks led
the anthorities to impose a state
ol civil emergency lollowed by a
curfew In the provinces,

Talks continue
to free 21 Indian
UN troops In
Sierra Leone

FREETOWN, June 29 : Gen-
eral Vijay Jetley the Comman-
der of UN forces in Sierra
Leone, said Wednesday talks
were continuing to secure the
release of 21 Indian peacekeep-
ers still detained by the RUF
reports AFP

"We continue to hold negoti-
ations with RUF Field Com-
manders including Brigadier
Issa Sesay”, Jetley told re-
pariers.

‘We are in daily contact with
the hostages, sending them lo-
gistics support regularly every
second day and our doctors are
visiting them to assess theis
health,” he said.

"We are having discussions
with people on the ground and
they too seemed eager to get the
current sitnation behind them
he said

Jetley denied media reports
that a number of villages in the
northieast of Mile 91 had been
burnt down by rebels

Japan closes
nuclear power
reactor

TOKYO, June 29 : Japan's
Tokyo Electric Power Co. Inc.
(TEPCO) shut down a nuclear
power reactor today after dis-
covering a radioactive water
leak. but there was no danger,
an olficial said, reports AFP.

Water had been found drip-
ping during a regular morning
inspection at the plant in
Kashiwazaki-Kariwa, 250 km
north of Tokyo, said TEPCOQ
spokesman Kazunori Inomata,

Operatars began shutting
down their No. 2 reactor manu-
ally at 1:00 p.m. (10:00 BST) af-
ter discovering 100 cubic cen-
timetres (six cublc Inches) of
radioactive water, he said.

around

Speight issues fresh warning on hostages

SUVA, June 29 ;: Fiji's mar
tial law authorities vere
preparing to set up a cordon
around the Parliamentary
Complex where 27 political
hhostages are being held captive,
local radio reports say, accord
ing to AFP

Coup plotters have held
Prime Minister Mahendra
Chaudhry, his cabinet and rul-
Ing MPs hostage in Parliament
since June 19,

(in Wednesday a deadline
imposecd by the military on the
plotters to sign an accord to end
the drama passed without sig-

natures

Radio FM96 the il

salid

tary had a decree ready for ini
plementation
Waonld see parllament sealed off

Fridav which

Fij

...'

irom the outside

Until now coup supporters
have had easy access into par-
lianment enabling them to take
i large amounts ot food

In the first week of the coup
the area was sealed ofl. but coup
leader George Speight and his
followers tore down the barri-
nllllt"«

State run Fiji Broadcasting
Commission said staff and stu-
dents at the nearby Pacific The-
ological College had been told to
Cvacuate

Fhe exclusive Domain Roael
arean, which home to i
Uninted States and French am-
the Uritish high
and 1the deputy
CORTINNISsIul-

1 s

Iul'-‘-.l-l"'t"-
COTNMISSIONET
New Zealand higly
ers. was also evacuaaredd

Military zone declared
s parliament

When an AFE *;[P'-}‘N'-Htit'l“
dre

thhirough the area a shorl
time ago there were no obvious
Signs ol ad tivily

Meanwhile, Fiji coup leader
George Speight today warned
the country's military that its
plans to cordon off parliament
would endanger the lives of 27
hostages being held inside

Moves to seal olf the comn-
plex, which were underway on
Thursday night, would anger
his supporters, Speight told re-
I:-'Ilt'f'\.

Asked if that anger could be
taken out on the hostages. who
include deposed prime minister
Mahendra Chaudhry he
replied: "That is a very distine!
possibility

—M

Coup leader George Speight talks with religious leaders
at Fyi's Pariament House compound in Suva yesterday
Mahendra
held
temporarily detained nine international journalists in
the compound for "their own safety.”

Prime Minister
being

where
government

y
.
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~r——— -
!
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Pal
Rebels

Chaudhryv's

hostage. earlier

— AFP photo

US Supreme

Court strikes

down ban on
abortion

WASHINGTON, June 29 A
sharply divided US Supreme
Court ruled Wednesday that
states cannot ban a controver-
sial late-terin abartion proce-
dure described by its critics as
‘partial birth” abortion, reports
AFP,

I'he justices ruled 5-4 that a
Nehraska state law banning the
procedure was unconstitntional
because it violates the rights of
women

denounced the deciston while
abortion rights advocates wel-
comed
erode
1973 ruling by the high court

Abortion foes immediately

the court's refusal to
rights enshrined in a




