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It’s Sho

mit with
oll (EU) in
=t [.isbon, the
s Capital of Por-
- lugal,
R (luly recipro
- cated the im-
w0 portance  that
to it. Prime Min-

Ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee along

with a large delegation
comprising as many as four of
his senior cabinet colleagues
and leading members of differ-
ent apex chamber bodies at-
tended the summit with gusto. It
IS worthwhile to mention that
the EU is India's biggest busi-
ness partner with the volume of
current trade on Delhi's side
standing at over 1,000 crore ru-
pees annually. With this sum-
mit India intended to make its
trade relations with EU a two-
way traflic and to attract more
investment.

Prime Minister Vajpayee
and Finance Minister Jash-
wanta Sinha explained at
length the economic and struc-
tural reform measures which
India has undertaken in line
with the global trend of deregu-
lation, liberalisation and de-
centralisation for further open-
ing up of the economy.

L At its first ever
business sum-

the
Furopean Uni-

India

time of former Primme Minister
Narasimha Rao when Indian
economy shook off to a large ex-
lent the stigma of state control
and a state of command econ-
amy. Former Finance Minister
Manomohon Singh has been
credited with making bold
strides towards the direction of
structural reforms and liberalf-
sation.

The Indian prime minister
and finance minister told
prospective European investors
and traders that for them thelir
country could not only well be-
come a vast market of over 100
crore people of whom about 30
crore belong to the consumer
class with sufficient purchasing
capacity, but also at the same
time a supplier and vast reser-
voir of trained high-tech man-
power which it has aplenty and
its booming software indus-
tries. Vajpayee regretted that
investment from Europe stood
at only 300 crore US dollars at
wesent. The figure should have
Lecu much higher. They di-
vulged the fact the that highest
priority has been accorded to
speedy removal of poverty and
10 per cent growth rate of the
economy on an average for the
next ten vyears, Information
Technology (IT) posted about six
per cent GDP growth rate during
the last fiscal. Towards this

w Time with EU

By Mansoor Mamoon

badly needed infrastructure de-
velopment. A substantial
amount could come from EU,
Communication. port and
power sector development have
also been opened u|1 for foreign
investors, who would no longer
require any official permission
if ﬂm}* intend to Invest in India,
For speeding up the process of
forefgn investment an fmple-
mentation cell has recently
been set up. The government at
the centre has also taken vari-
ous other agenda for attracting
FDI and speeding up reforms.

India’s big showing at the
business summit with EU was
designed to prove that the
country is no longer Inside the
cocoon of bureaucratic tangles
as it had been in the past, Red-
lapism Is no longer the prover-
bial bottlenecks. But as one
sunshine does not make a hay,
SO one business summit is not
loing provide India with a re-
urbish image for attracting
foreign investment in a big way:.

The nuke race between India
and
destabilised
entire subcontinent, communal
disturbances, ethnic insurrec-
tions ete.,
eign investors, The fa
Vajpayee's

Pakistan and
situation

highly
in the

are rll:-_.(-ouraflng for-
l-out of
diplo-

economic

macy, according to analysts,
will, therefore, take thine to be
effectively felt, though its me-
dia impact has been a bonanza

for India.

In Europe India is still
viewed as an economie laggard
and a highly volatile backwar
violence-ridden communal
country albelt the fact that sec-
ularism {s enshrined In the
book of statute of the country as
one ol the cardinal state poli-
cles. Lately the Christian com-
Inunity has become the target of
Hindutva communal forces like
the Biswa Hindu Parishad on
the allegation of large-scale
conversion of Hindus to Chris-
tlanity. Several Christians
were killed and churches at-
tacked at different places. The
wrath Is particularly directed
against the Roman Catholjcs
lor their missionary activities.
This brought forth outery in the
outside world, particularly in
Europe. Pope John Paul II ap-
realed to the Delhi government
or the protection of India's
Roman Catholics. Prior to his
coming to Lisbon the Indian
prime minister visited the Vati-
can city, met and assured the
Pope that attacks on the Chris-
tlans are {solated incidents and
have nothing ta do with com-
munalism.

Meanwhile, Indian Home
Minister L. K. Advani also told
a news conference In Delhi that
all measures are being taken for
the protection of minorities
who should not feel insecure. A
conference of the chief minis-
ters of the component states is

You've Got to Do It, Baby!

would not die out not for a lon

players who are coming for-
ward with the determination to
be great cricketers.

The cricket fever has caught
Bangladesh. And the fever

rd

shortly being convened (o dis-
cuss about Liow best (o slop at-

tacks on minorities and (o Sitle-
udrd their lives and properties
rom the attacks of communal
forces. Law and order is a state
subject. Hence the moot of the
state chief ministers. But home
minister’'s assurance has no
novelty.

These types of assurances
were also earlier given to the
minorities. But attacks on them
have not stopped. Many of them
apprehend that Vajpayee and
Advani's assurances are meant
more for the consumption of
the outside world than for con-
talning the communal forces
who are now busy in whipping
up the saffron Hindutva senti-
ments. The communal forces
could make Inroads among
substantial numbers of the
mass people. BJP, the leadin
Burtncr In NDA (National

cmocratic Alliance) govern-
ment, Itself bases ts main
strength on the communal
groups. Hence the minorities
are not going to be reassured.
The fear is going to continually
in them. The Congress party |s
(n disarray. The left democratic
forces are not in position of
strenf\;th to counter communal-
Ism. And attempts made by four
former prime ministers -- Deve
Gowda, LK. Guzral, V. P. Singh
and Chandrasekhar -- to put up
an all-india basis platform of

Neighbour

secular forces has not so far
succeeded. They do not have
Strong mass mooring and ade-
quale orpanisation strength.

When Vajpayee was seeking in-
creased amount of FDI and vol-
time of trade with EU, Defence
Minister George Fernandez was
husY In Russia seeking arms to
lurther beef up India's defence
capabllity. For India economic
diplomacy and arms purchase
imission are being pushed side
by side. Russfan President is
scheduled visit India shortly
and Indlan Foreign Minister
Jashwant Singh had already
visited Moscow to discuss about
the agenda of Putin’s visit. Vaj-
rayee is also scheduled to visit

ashington. President R K
Narayanan had made a success-
ful visit to Bel{lng and he was
apparently well received by the
Chinese leadership.

All this shows that India is
seemingly in a hurry and wants
lo emerge as a great power and
player in the turbulent Asian
drama. To be able to do so what
Indla needs most is to restrain
the communal elements and to

bring down its defence spending

(0 a tolerable limit. Relations
with the neighbouring countries
which view India with India
should be removed. The NDA.
and more particularly BJP,
should remember that Jingoism

and economic development do -

not go hand in hand.

L

Ri The reforms, they claimed, end. India requires an invest-
br have entered the second phase, ment of at least 200 billion US
On the first one was initiated at the dollars, particularly for the
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- Excited. Exhil-
arated. Ecsta-
tic. Trium-
phant. These
: certainly could
A3 have been the
ﬁﬁ ¢£. words used to
=N\ express feel-
fﬁ;"!"""{';‘ ings of our peo-
M e ¥ ple after Bang-
5 A = ladesh was
ditionneed the 10th Test cricket
playing nation by the Interna-
tional Cricket Council (1CC).
But these were not. Somehow.
somewhere there seemed to be a
lacking.
The day could have easily
mirrored the emotions ex-
pressed on the day Bangladesh
came after winning the ICC Cup |
in 1997, People simply went by Bangl:uiehhb perlorance in
Craz}rl Tht‘rf‘ are many who 1;;”“ the ICC Chﬂl”[}i{][lh“”‘ :lgiilllﬁt
remember the lull before the Kenya, Bangladesh's admission
storm: 1 run from 1 ball to win into the World Cup, ‘and the ex-
And win they did. However. to- traordinary win against Pak-
day. the ‘great announcement' Istan. Bangladesh repeatedly
failed to have such an effect on hosted hig!l-prc_;l_jhj events like
the people There were celebra- the 1998 ICC Mini World Cup
tions. processions and fire- the final of the Asian Test
crackers, vet, there was some- Championship and the recent
thing uliss:ing. Wonder why Asia Cup and Hnu-_wﬂfulh' en-
With Bangladesh new in the hanced their reputation
cricket arena, it still has a long
way to go. Even before their The greatest worry. perhaps
abilities were p”[ to test [he}- 1S the effect this %\'UHI{I hhave on
have been given the status for cricket as practised here. To
which Sri Lanka had to wait for date, there are only a few games
a long time. Questions are being Wwhere BH“%'“‘“’*“ S perfor-
raised as to their competency mance can be called 'reason-
and what prompted the organ- able’. E's't_:n h.rlnn‘ adjusting to
isers to include Bangladesh in ‘one-day’ cricket. they have
the elite club. While some COI- been thrown amongst practised
tend that it was a political rea- Test players. Till today. they
son (South Asian teams could are in a sort of trance. unable fo
now easily form a majority), actually decipher what is going
others believe it was a step to on around them. Time may tell
promote the game in the region. a story they may not be pre-
There are also people who say pared to hear. If the one-day
that this was brought forward matches are anything to go by,
. e —————————
Press Freedom
By Ekram Kabir
— ‘ - lncreasing ac- things began to change.
oy —  Cess to multi- The resumption of the war
3 2 t"ﬁ ple media -- te- had the media exposing corrup-
"ol % 7 levision, print, tion in the military, inept gov-
- = [iln, radio and ermment leadership and nepo-
= =2 the internet -- tism. The government re-
v === apparently act sponded by tightening screws
' as incentives on the media. It accused the

I Santh Asna

censuship In Sri Lanka has
brought 1o the fore the fact that

= for journalists
But recent media

privately-owned media of being
hand-in-glove with the UNP anc
even of conspiring with the
LTTE. H

hounded editors of

press freedom’ in the region is

still "a dream that needs
reality”.

Thte ongoing civil war in Sri
Lanka has compelled the gov-
ernment to institute a legisla-
tion to curb the freedom of
press citing the urgency of the
military situation prevailing
there. The legislation includes
harsh censorship laws promul-
E)atcd under the Public Security

rdinance.

Under the Sri Lanka's con-
stitution the president can
promulgate emergency regula-
tions without asking parlia-
ment. The president can enforce
the will of the government by
arresting editors and publish-
ers, or by 5ealin(F media Insti-
tutions. Limited censorship.
however, was already in exis-
tence before this new legislation
was promulgated. Censorship
was introduced about two years
ago on military news by the
government in the wake of mili-
tary successes of the LTTE
rebels and bomb explosions in
Lankan citles.

The ruling People's Alliance
(PA) party has had a rough ride
with the media over the five

ears It has been in power.
hough It promised full media
freedom In its election mani-
festo, with the war against the
LTTE resuming and its electoral
battles with the opposition

United National Party (UNP),

.

346 |

prominent national newspapers
with criminal defamation laws
and used state-owned media
organs as vehicles for propagat-
ng party propaganda.

The government, which has
lormally been rather lax on im-
posing censorship on foreign
publications, was careful to im-
pose the latest restrictions on
the foreign media too. In this
way, till today, foreign corre-
spondents cannot transmit sto-
ries about Sri Lanka without
prior approval of the censor

Except for defiance by one or
ftwo publications, the media
houses have gone along with
the censorship.

On May 3, 2000 - the first
World Press Freedom Day of the
new century and new millen-
nium ~ the state of press [ree-
dom in Pakistan remains fluid.
The year under review may be
divided in two periods: the pe-
riod when the Nawaz Sharif
government was in place, and
the post-October 12 perlod
when the military took over.

Sharifl's efforts to muzzle the
press, and bring the legislative,
judicial, and executive branches
of government under his per-
sonal control, earned him the
reputation of a tyrant and badly
discredited Paklistan's democ-
racy. His slide toward authori-
tarlanism ended with a coup on

F -y _'M.’EI ' "

then the future does not seem
too enthralling. If Bangladesh
begins another losing spree,
what would happen to their

would
they then tackle the psvcholog-
ical blow? Is it really fair to ask
the baby (i.e. the Bangladesh
team) to run before it learnt to
walk? Who would be responsi-
ble for its downfall then?
It is time to be realistic. We
hardly have the infrastructure:
iIs one good field good enough?
We must also accept the fact
that Bangladesh did not get Test
status because of their on-field

confidence level? How

exploits. Rather. organisa-
tional skills and fascination
for the game were key criteria
for the ICC's recognition. The
government deserves applause
f or ] i § 80 (- P
Amiidst all odds, there is a good
side to it. Perhaps, it is this
positive side that has the power
to overshadow the criticism re-
garding the announcement. It is
the young generation cricket

October 12 last year, in which
Pakistan Army chief General
Pervez Musharraf took power
General Musharraf immediately
declared himself “a firm believer
in the freedom of the press,”
but made a sobering reference
to the press’ duty to “play a
positive and constructive role.”

As far as the number of inci-
dents, in which journalists were
punished in various ways, is
concerned, there is little to dis-
tinguish between the reigns of
the civilian and military dispen-
sations. Goons of the Sharif
government, acting under the
orders of one state functionary
or the other, set about intimi-
dating, harassing and torturing
journalists with impunity. Na-
jam Sethi. Hussain Haqgqani, M
A K Lodhi are some apt exam-
ples.

General Musharraf, heading
Pakistan’s fourth military coup
in as many decades, made a
concerted effort to avoid bein
seen as a military dictator, Call-
ing himself the country’s “Chief
Executive,” he declared: “This is
not martial law, only another
path towards democracy.”

The General did, however,
suspend the constitution, and
with It the guarantees of free-
dom of expression contained
therein, and abolish the na-
tional and provincial legisla-
tures. He allowed the judiciary
to function on the condition
that courts “shall not have the
powers to make any order
against the Chief Executive or
dNy person exercising powers or
jurisdiction under his author-
iy,

"However, the press overall
wias operating freely at the end
ol 1999 and n 2000. While
there was a marked tendency
toward self-censorship, some
journalists still aired frank

#ﬂ"'m

]
time. Today. cricket is [,JIH‘.'(’(T
around the whole country. at
every lield, every road, every
lane. A cricket mania is Joing
around and kids dream of be-
coming Sachin Tendulkars and
Wasim Akrams. What is more
interesting is the fact that par-
ents are supporting such ambi-
tions as well. In time, we shall
have full-time cricketers not
Jjust businessmen or officers
playing as a hobby. Cricket is
on the verge to become a profes-
slon. A profession that parents
have, begun to accept,
Bangladesh becoming a Test-
playing nation may well make
the dreams of those kids come
true.

The challenge, therefore.
would be to identify those
youths who play good cricket.
The authorities have to make
sure that the Dhaka- and Chit-
tagong-based players are not
the only ones who get selected
for the national team. There
may be many a great batsmen
hiding in other corners of the
country. The authorities have
to find him out. The team has to
grow

Today, we are proud as a na-
tion: proud that we have man-
aged to at least touch the world
canvas. In time, we hope to
spread our colours. But for that.
we have to ensure that politics
stays out of the game. Politics.
over time, has destroyed many
a good notions. Let's not let
cricket fall under jts prey

controls 90 per cent of Afghanistan -

Ready for Action?
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UN Secretary General Annan has painted a desperate picture of
life in Afghanistan, four years after the Taleban militia took
control of the capital, Kabul. He also warned that the warring
fachions appear to be preparing for a major offensive. In a report
to LN General Assembly, Annan said the Taleban - which
stl harbours hopes of a
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Deli¢ht at Test status i
HOUSANDS of cricket fans in Banglades tance into the el
streets to celebrate their country's EC‘:‘P&“ 4 Uit firecrach

of Test-playing nations. Many waved gg’ﬂle Internation g

fi hl::arlng the decision, reached By 0% 0 hls Talhe

E l"k t Councll, "1 can't exPrese iy o mt‘:r and avid crici §

st 1 { the nation,” said Prime Minis o ave made Rl

:;'g}::;ﬁ-loﬂagjna, "1 thank our cricketers w d

possible.” |

Opposition wins Calcutta votew .2
PPOSITION parties have won IC UL (T astern India

O elections to the municipal cnunTrlnamul e -

city of Calcutta. But the opposition P} has o R

5 its ally, the Bharatiya Janala PartyBJP ol

:}lgﬂmmF a'majorltyéril > f: u1:_1l::1{; gnhniparcd with the 62 seats

Congress seats. ]
mgal;;:l:he ruling Left Front coalition.

LTTE rejects truce offer -
HE LTTE has rejected the Sri Lankan Guvcrm;l . savita
June 28 for ceasefire to be followed by pelac o 30,00

the cessation of hostilities would occur only i g

troops were withdrawn from northern Jaﬂ"i; g;v St peadl

Tamll)l rebels' decislon was conveyed (o ”IELTTE S oktamal

envoy for Sri Lanka, Eric Solhelm, by ll(he

Anton Balasingham, in London last week. ¥ |

Coup appeal opens in BD et
court in Bangladesh has begun hearing the afpe oy f'u'

A army officers against the death 5entenFets_i sltnpl?csldem

their mlcg in the assassinf?_;lonf ﬂfrttfef:lég:l?i t?tecll. lalth Nuvem:

hman. The fou -

g:-]f llt{;lg::l}lgib&rtl?ilevcn other officers who are thought to be in Ir

exile. { ﬁ

Tight schedule for Chandrika .

Kumaratunga, |

‘N} i Lankan President, Chandrika _

Egl:ﬂﬁizrﬁe;rai major moves before the d:s}s:lz;llg:lg

the present Parliament on August 16, the cmn‘ing wffl(:ant i

romise of hectic political activity. The most sign a1 ve *’;

eln ;:ontemplatf_- by Kumaratunga is the introduct 0"[ 1 hlar. 1

lia n%nt of the package of constitutional reforms. of w }‘:h ¢

df::'{)lllliﬂll to tll:e Tamil and Muslim minorities forms the |
controversial centrepiece.

From his jail cell

N a bid to enforce his writ, the ousted Prime MIII!SIE[. Nawaz |
Sharif, has appointed as many as six loyalislsirsﬂ':rlce. |
yresidents In the PML (N) on June 25 from his jail cell. Is Is |

{115 first major public intervention in the affairs of the party

since the October 12, 1999, coup. Of course. the major change in

the party has been the Emer%ﬁnce of Begum Kulsoom Nawaz, th's
wife of the convicted Prime Minister. However, till date she has

not taken on any official post in the party, though she has
become an ordinary member of the PML (N).

Tripartite MoU on gas pipeline

1

AKISTAN has proposed tripartite talks and signing of a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) involvin
Islamabad, Teharan and New Delhi for a pull_lica
understanding on the proposed Iran-India gas plpt‘llnle. Our
proposal is that before we start talking on commercial terms,
the three Governments should come to a political confirmation
and commitment at the top level. The three Oil Ministers
should get together to sign an MoU.” said Pakistan’s Petroleum
Minister Usman Aminuddin.

Lessons to learn

HE country-wide strike of the shopkeepers in Pakistan has [ |
T("Hff‘[f‘d an uncertain phase with the shutters going up in |
most of the shopping centres but the government teamis
distributing/collecting the' fncome tax survey forms still
cncountering resistance at many places. The agreement wiiich
was reached between the government and the traders on June 9
has led to a softening of survey forms to a large extent with the
national tax number (NTN) holders getling exemption from
declaring their stocks, from reopening of their tax returns for
the previous year and from on-the-spot stock checks. Of all the
information that the survev forins required the shopkevper to
provide. the one about tlie stocks was regarded as the most

crucial by the

govermmment for assessing the actual turnover tax
0[ fl‘dth.‘l’ﬁi.

lgers attack merchant ship

g

T AMIL Tiger rebels in Sri Lanka have carried out a suicide ate
tack on a merchant vessel carrving food supplies to the
Jaflna peninsula. A fishing boat laden with explosives rammed
the boat, Mercs Uhana, near the Point of Port Pedro. A fire on
board the ship has been extinguished and that about 28 people
have been rescued by the Sri Lankan navy. The ship is said to

have been badly damaged and some crew and navy personnel
are reported as missing.

-- Compiled by Navine Murshid
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criticism of the new administra-
tion s policies."” _
Iqbal r:ufl The News of Islamabad

But in one of the most telling
indictments of the state of free-
dom and individual liberty in
Pakistan is a comment from the
Freedom House, a US-based in-
dependent organisation dedi-
cated to monitoring the state of
freedon enjoyed by the media
in each conntry of the world. In
its latest report Censor Dot Gouv
2000: The Internet and Press
Freedom, the Freedom House
lists Pakistan and Sri Lanka as
the two most "seriously declin-
ing state” involving the freedomn
of expression,

Worse, Pakistan was brack-
eted along with the likes of
Rwanda, %lmhahwe. Ethiopia,
Chad, Togo, Laos etc., by the
Freedom House in its list of
“Not Free” countries in terms of
media freedom. In 1998, Pak-
istan was included In its
“Partlally Free” list of countries.

In Bangladesh, a recent po-
lice action against a reporter of
a4 vernacular daily has been
taken for a ‘defamatory plece of
news’ purpoted to have been
published for tarnishing the
image of the police has, once
again, brought to the fore the
intolerant attitude of the law
enforcers towards the journal-
Ists. According to reports, a re-
Joinder from the police against
the report was duely printed by
the dally along with comments
of the reporter concerned., Not
satisfied with this. police
swooped down on the reporter
holding him under Section 54
CrPC which is Indiscreiminately
used by the police against any
individual on the flimsy ground
ol suspicion, This Incidence
brought an instant outery
against the highhandedness of

says Nadeenr

the police and demonstrated
how vulnerable the journalists
are In discharging their profes-
sional dutijes.

However, this is not the first
time that harrassment has been
meted out to a journalists: there
have been many occaisions,
during the four-year rule of the
Awami League government, in
which journalists have been
subject to assault and a couple

Nazmul Huda boastfully an-
nounced that the BTV and the
jetar must be run at the dic-
tates of the Information Minis-
ler.

The state minister for infor-
mation on Hasina's cabinet,
Abu Sayeed, has been running
the institutions following his
BNP counterpart’s footsteps.
The BTV and the BB are siill
used as means of providing ex-

of expression and right to in- fers readers a variety of for- |

formation. In one hand. the mats. The Salomon Smith Bar-
constitution s promulgated ney report indicates rising press
press freedom as basic rights of consu mption on account of
the people and guaranteed

growing literacy levels in the
country. The Internet has ome
of age there. On November 1.

1998, the government an-
nounced the opening of cy- §
berspace to private %ntern '
Service Providers (ISPs). Then

press freedom against medija
censorship: but on the other
hand, there are many provi-
slons that prohibit the press
freedom.

To some extent. Nepali me-

of newspaper offices have heen
ransacked. These certainly give
‘freedom of expression” a bad
name.

As far as freeing state-run
media from party influence, the
Clause 7 of the AL election
manifesto was dedicated to
freedom of press and other re-
lated issues. Announcing that
the party 'believes in the free
flow of information and freedom
of the press’, it sald, “To free the
radio, television and the state-
run news agency from party in-
fluence, these will be given the
status of autonomous institu-
tions".

Alter coming to power, the
government set up a Commis-
sion to work out ways towards
autonomy of the state-run elec-
tronic media and formulate
rules under which Bangladesh
Television (BTV) and
Bangladesh Betar (BB) would
be run. The Comunission report,
submitted fn Septemnber 1997,
Is gathering dust in the shelves
of the Primme Minister's secre-
taviar. The «haitrman ol the
Commission has recentlv re-
signed from the post ol the rul-
ing party's advisory council,

Sheikh Hasina's predeces-
sor. Khaleda Zia, had also made
siimilar pledge before the 1991
general elections. But alter
winning the polls, Khaleda's
Information Minister Barrister

aggerated versions of govern-
ment performances on one
hand and tarnishing the image
of the political opponents on the
other,

As regards ‘freedom of the
media and free flow of informa-
tion’, there has been ljttle

rogress. And the government
1ardly tolerates the media's
barking, let alone its bites
Sheikh Hasina has recently al-
lowed a private sector TV chan-
nel, But she did not forget to
impose a set of conditions. in-
cluding the one compelling the
chanuel to air BTV's primetime
news - primarily government
propaganda - at 10:00 pm. Be-
sides, the government is re-
ported to have supervised the
cntire recruitment process of
the company through a
‘politically reliable civil servant’.

However, yesterdav's news.
papers carried news of makin
llm({udlclan' and press inde-
pendent before the next elec.
tions. Time will tell how far t)e
promise is kept.

I'he press in Nepal is free in
accordance with the country's
constitution but there are sijj
Some problems created by the
government in the name of pro.
tecting the norms of the consti-
tution and national interest

After the restoration of
democracy In 1990, the consti.
tution guaranteed (he freedom

i R, ey 1 e N WU e

dia has been lacing some risks
and feeling threat in constitu-

tionally guaranteed press free-
dom since
the initiation of Maoist move-
ment launched by Communist
Party of Nepal (Maoist). To dis-
courage the movement. the gov-
crmnent is using different fac-
tes in termis to restore law and
order™ Hut jrs crackdown aon
Maoist rebels icludes censor-
ship and harassnen ol the
Press. Although the state b
continuously denied the
tion to censor the
from Nepal

das
allega-
NEWS, reports
say that police in
several cities prevented the dis-
tribution of newspapers con-
taining news about fighting be-
tween ﬁm*ernmcm and rebel
forces. Also, the Journalists who
are reporting Maoist-related ac-
tvities, are facing severe
charges. Some lournalists
complain that reporting on
guerrilla activities leaves one
vilinerable to harassment ang
violent intimidation by both

government forces and Maoist
Insurgents.

Indians have, howe
a long way from its
shan days. |ts
'u:'nrk. which started in 1959 to
60 odd television channels -

free to A
alr as well as pay and

ore than 500 television soft-

ware production houses,

| The print medium, which is
still the strongest in India. of-

ver, come
Doordar-
national net-

February 1996, with

again. Reporters Sans Fron-
lieres has express concern
about the adoption. by the Lok
Sabha, of two bills that may
threaten press freedom. One, a
law on Internet use, and the
presentation of a bill conce ]
terrorist activities. According to
Robert Menard, the general sec-
retary of the RSF: "These two K
laws contain some clau "
which are in contradiction with .
India’s international com
ments, and especially the UN'S
International Covenant on Civil
and Political right, which guar-
antees press freedom." 54
vk of education has also
alfected the print a in
South Asfa. However. region-
ally, the fourth estate was never
completely undermined and |
somehow mana to retain a
modicum of independence n
the face of nvcrwhelmlﬁgl
sures and persecution. Wit
countries of South Asia at the
crossroads of their destiny, tk
media In general and journg
Ists in particular face grea
challenges to uphold the |
versal principles they repres
and the duties they must ¢
form to keep the spirit of &
dom of expression aloft. i
there seems chances to

of state-initlated assaults
journalists went throug |
past. they cannot et
guard down.



