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Despite pressure from the
United States and unrest among
workers in different factories,
the ernment is determined

~ wt lg::lhw trade union activi-
in the country's export pro-
g zones (EPZ) now
£ 5 Commerce Minister Abdul
Jalil, at a meeting with US am-
dor John C Holzman on
Monday. told him that the
gountry was not in a position to
allow trade unions in EPZ fac-
tories at this moment, sources
eoncermed said.
. The government would send
a delegation to participate in
the hearing in the office of US
Trade Representative in Wash-
inglon on August 15 to explain
Bangladesh's position in this
The AFLCIO. the largest plat-
of trade unions in US,
submitted a petition to the of-
fice of The Trade Regrescntative
in June last year appealing tor

AR

_’Govt won’t allow trade
unions at EPZs

©  Commerce minister tells US Ambassador

By Rafig Hasan

cancellation of Generalised

Svstemn of Preference (GSP) fa-
cilities provided by the US to
Bangladesh. :

“The government has no al-
ternative but to face the hearing
as the notice for it has already
been served. We have to face the
hearing even if we allow trade
unions at this moment,” said a
high official of the commerce
ministry.

He thought that Bangladesh
would not suffer much if GSP
facilities were cancelled because
it used only 30 million dollars
worth “of GSP [Tlaclilities’
annually

Asked about workers' agita-
tion in US factories in Chit-
tagong EPZ. the official said
that the problem was linked
with ‘politics’ and not with in-
dustry.

"A group is working behind
thie movement of the workers (o
create a situation in favour of

them.” he added.

Meanwhile, investors at the
EPZ at Savar appreciated the
government's position regard-
ing trade unions. “The govern-
ment has taken a good decision
and it is very courageous posi-
tion for a country like
Bangladesh despite pressure
from the mighty US.” said an
investior

He however said, "No new
investment is coming and the
previous Investors are in a lear
because of the agitation in Chit-
tagong EPZ.

Workers ol some foreign lac-
tories at Chittagong EPZ have
been agitating for reinstate:
ment of some terminated work-
Ll B

In the EPZ at Savar. two per-
sons were killed in police firing
on agitating workers. The
workers were protesting termi-
nation of a number ol employ-
ees of Ring Shine lactory
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Opposition’s
demonstration
day on July 5

By Staff Correspondent

The BNP-led opposition al-
liance will observe a country-
wide “Demonstration Day” on
July 5 demanding resignation
of the government and protest-

' “-ﬂ' e ” -‘.w- -.J.J

2 fration including Election
F Commission.

The progranpnns “wa&-. au

nounced at a meeting of the

*» XCentral Liaison Commilttee
' (CLC) at 29 Minto Road with
BNP vice chairman M Shamsul

Islam MP in the chair.

As part of the programme,
the BNP, Jativa Party. Jamaatl-

e-Islami and Islami Oikva Jote

will hold separate rallies and

bring out processions

The meeting strongly

. protested and condemned ap-

| pointment of former secretary
Shafiur Rahman as Election
Commissioner and said the
r edibility of the EC has been
lost through appointment of a
“most controversial® person,
who joined the Janatar Manch
violating service rule and dis-

iy ™

cipline of the government

The meeting said the ruling
_Awami League appointed Chiel
Election Commissioner unilat-
d
‘controyersial” person as Elec-
tion Commissioner to rig future’

erally and later posted

eleetions.

irren! one-polit movement

attended the meeting.

1 from gas
export to

- Delhi: Schaffer

By Staff Correspondent

Former US ambassador to

ing “politicisation™ of adminis-

{t said the people of the courl-
rv ‘will foil all "conspiracies
against democracy, rule of law
nd fundamental rights of the
-aple. The meeting called upon
ae countrvmen to intensify the

BNP leader Anwar Zahid. JP
-_ulf‘f Kazi Firoz Rashid, Ja-
ax leaders Shaikh Ansar Ali
nd AT M Azharul Islaun and
10) leader Abdul Latil Nezaim

Dhaka to gain

Budget

cuts not

The Jativa Sangsad passed
the new budget for fiscal 2000-
2001 yesterday amid continued
abstention by the mainstreai
oppositlon lawmakers

The douse adupted the Ap

| propriation Bill, 2000 granting

a total af Tk 52.186.79 crore 1o
meet expenditures in the next
fiscal, beginning 10OMOITOW.
Placel in the House on June
8. the new budget amounts to TK
42 859 4rore with an overall
deficit of Tk 18,661 crore
Finarce * Minister SAMS
Kibria revised on Wednesday
some of the tax proposals he
made in!the original budget
while wrapping up a general
discussion on it.

A few [awmakers of the pro-
government faction of Jatiya
Party were present in the House
during the passage of the new
budget, bul understandably they
did not oppose the move Only

Opposition motions on cost

By Staff Correspondent

passed

moved

two JP MPs in Fazle Rabbi and
Golam Faruk Obhi suggested re-
duction in the allocation for
certain sectors. Their sugges-
tions however were rejected in
”’!f‘ vOlre vole

They criticised perfos
mances of t(1# matisters ol
home. foreign affairs, delence
law. health and women atiairs
while seeking expenditure cuts
on those ministries. The minis-
ters concerned refuted the JP
lawmakers” criticisni

Some BNP legislators also
submitted motions to cutl cosis
in several areas, but those were
not moved due to their absence

Earlier. Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina ‘and her col-
leagues in the council of minis-
ters raised as many as 94 de-
mands for grants under differ-
111 heads to allocale lor revenue
and development expenditures

See page 11 col 7

Mavor Mohammad Hanif
announced vyesterday a TK
546.82 crore budget for Dhaka
City Corporation (DCC) for fis-
cal 2000-2001, of which Tk 280
crore is expected in government
grant and foreign Eii(f
No new tax has been pro-
Eo'-.cd. the mayor sald in his
udgetary speech at the audito-
rilum of Mahanagar Natya

» Sri Lanka Teresita C Schaffer Mancha auditorium.

suggested vesterday that Dhaka
could benefit immensely by ex-

The foreign and government
aid have been tagged to facili-

riing gas through pipeline to tate DCC spending in different

: ndia.

development projects aided by

Delhif and its neighbourhood | the World Bank. the Asian De-
\ reguire gas which could be ex- velopment Bank and the gov-

ted through pipeline,
dest: desired. she said.

. Speaking to newsmen on the

e of the two-day Interna-

tional Conference on Gas and
Deselopment: Legpningg from
Experience at the Sonargaon
Hotel, she felt that Bangladesh
needs to take the decision on

| gas export in its own interest.
\ Stie sald Dhaka could earn a
huge foreign exchange by the

sakl
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Asked which region in India
requires gas, Schaffer sald it
was Delhi and its neighbour
hood. West Bengal has surplus
eleciriity, so Delhi is the place
that could be prospected, she

Schaffer sald current esti-
gates showed that Bangladesh
Domumes one billlon cuble feel
s a day and an additional
bhillon was surplus, which
coyld be “immediately ex-

‘0 Latin American experts
whopere also present narrated
lielr conntries benefited
gas export through

ernment, while Tk 115, 38 crore
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3Ird Millennium

Inquisitive eyes of tiny LOts watch a
Institution. organised by Bangladesh Cage Bird Breeders' Association

Baﬁc-?ter_'"l;a lurks
in WASA

water!

By Raziur Rahman

i e § e A i
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Iurur'i 10 !)HIIF‘. walel

leged

would be generated from DCC's

own fund.

The mayor also presented
the revised budget for fiscal
1999-2000 during the presenta-
tion, which was also attended

by the city ward conimission-

ers. The proposed budget was
unanimously endorsed earlier
during a meeting of the ward

commissioners on June 26

Mayor Hanif said no new
taxes are proposed in the new
budget and {t earmarked a de-
velopment expenditure of Tk
395.38 crore, which is more
than 72 per cent of the total

budget

See page 11 col 7
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SvVSiem
Experts and a nunmmbern

large number ol iy

fj‘;"‘!hl"‘q'l' i }!I!;_’hﬁ-‘li' [Tl 1”

ure to properly maintain the

[1'.,511|.,1r.- | sy sten at s puilig
houses, SOrt in WASA said

( hlorination sysiem (0o pu
rifv water is vel 1o be installed
i1t about 100 out of its S350 puimp
houses. Chlorine Kills diseass
|11-|-l1|n ing bacieria

Out of the 230 pump houses
having chlormation syster
124 are using chlorine gas and

the rest are using bleaching

But supply of chlorine is ol-
ten disrupted due to the cumber-
SOINE Process while bleaching

powel H][E]}lh* cd 1o the others 15
often sold in the market b3
some unscrupulous operators o)
the pump houses, the sources al-
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white parrot yesterday at the Pel Guest Birds Exhibition
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CEC sure of opposition
articipation in all polls | o' =7

Chiei Election Conmmiis:
oner M oA Sved stromglv b

ves 1 it *Il\\ll. | (1 'I} sl
fiom allison vould eventually
rtcipate in all the elections

tes he conducted by hun

“1 can bet on the -ﬁ;}]”-*hihun

taking part in all the polls [ am
going to hold,” the CEC told a
| group of reporters at his office
vesterday afternoon

Reminded that the opposi-

tionn de nands reconstitution ol
the FElection Comunission, the
| CEC said. "Take it from me that
the opposition would change its
| decislon and participate in all
the ol lls national or local gov-
ernment. the present cOminis-
| sfon is going to conduct.”

]{\' ~"‘-'lll.:hi.f Oorrt -;'- !‘-.l]n

His abillity 1
elections Sved Sl
inspire onident |
position

'he CEC told newsn
he had already had 'some dis
cussions witll ceridin ]

tion leaders over telephone
l!lllli[ l]!l‘n.‘.:'l.,{'[ disclose -
1lalllc

| have sougit arn appol

ment withh BNP chairperson be

sum Khaleda Zia last e K .
CE( caid .;-.1I|,[]|I‘_7"||.|.!‘i he w
! recejve allhy cominunicalionl
from her secretan

Asked whether the govern

ment had consulted him belor
appointing Shafiur Rahman as
an election comMmissionel the

"|.'1 Ill.l-:|1

et decided on i

d whether
- appositio

an invitation 1ol

Dhaka loses
out on
OIC race

Another Morocecan
at the helm

KUALA LUMPUR, June 29
The Organisation of the Islamic
Conference (10C) on Thursday
chose another Moroccan, Abde-
louhed Belkziz, as its next chiel
lit'\]:lllf‘ prruntr- Proiests that i
was Asla's turn for the job, re-
ports AFP

After two days of wrangling.,
OIC foreign ministers unani-
mously agreed on Belkziz as
next secretarny general,
Malaysian Foreign Minister
Syed Hamid Albar told re-

riers

Belkziz. a former Moroccan
foreign mimister. will replace
Morocco's Ezeddine Laraki
whose term expires December

| 31

Bangladesh and Turkey also
vied for the l;u.-hF with Ankara
lobbying especialls hard 11 an
| attempt o burnish its Islamic
| credentials

The Bar 1|'i sni andidate
| was L'~‘|"'.:'r-'[ | Its | irliament
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' their strike in line with gov-
| ernment’s tod ision [«
! | keep the bill in abeyance
| [he deciston taken by Fi
| nance Minister and State Min-

| ister lor Forl ind “*l:ll ping i

I |

’ dav. was comimunicats d 1o the
|

Chlorine is hrought from the

{Chemical Complex at

. HHBarabkundu in Chittagong
On :F---IH separate divisions ol

[IWASA are involved i supply ol

(| the gas. provided in HOkg eviin

ders. the ‘\I*I.Il"““"i‘l'l [hese are

state Support, Bt Siton S
foreign aid

Hanif unveils fiscal plans
for 2000-01

By Staff Correspondent

tem Control Division and

i'i'nl'.r'[ 111“1'[“H=LHHH AITIONIEL
the fonr divisions is needed for
smoath maintenance of the svs
tem.” a WASA offictal said pre

he official said a project {ox
installation 01 chlorination
Hj.,_uh-l“ inn rest ol it pump
houses s under implementa-

Admitting the allegation,
another official said chlorina
tion equipment at some puamp
houses are not functiomng
Prop rly. The equipment is SO
phisticated and is damaged il
not operated properly he added

WASA officials claimed that
the groundwater that is pumped
outl by WASA iIs ‘sale . But it i
contaminated when i1 ds sup
plied through the distribution

WASA officials observed that
r‘"‘i'*'l!l\i!ill“\ ol maintaining
the chlorination systems
“‘lll'l‘lllll bhe ]l-ll]fll'll over Lo the
|1Ii"~.i|" seclor lor ane or two

H\r.un Ol experioe ntal basis

Bangladesh ranks the lowesd
among South Asian countries
and 146th among UN members
as regards human development
and human rights

Sri Lanka is on top of list in
South Asia, followed by the
Maldives, India Pakistan.
Bhutan and Nepal, according to

NDP's Human Development
Report 2000, released here and
elsewhere in the world yester-
dayv. Their positions are 89ih,
12811, 135th. 142nd and 144th
respectively among the UN
members

Bangladesh's position was
150th in the earlier report re-
leased in 1998

State Minister for Planning
Dr. Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir
ceremonially launched the re-
port at the LGED Bhaban. For
mer chief justice Kemal Uddin
Hossain, eminent lawyer Dr
Kamal Hossain, and ecanomist
Debapriva  Bhattacharia also
mxinnhr a1l the occasion.

Dr Alamgir said, for human

By Staff Correspondent

development, the main focus

II l'1}!| l‘l*- (1] IH""-.II'.'I'; IILll-*"ll.ll."

tion and ensuring rights to all
el the ‘g,t-ur rmment 1s

committed to human de elop

ment through increasing s ial

investment particularly in cdu
cation and health sectors. €l
powering the pool and the
women, strengthening lo
government bodies, €ncourag

development

Dr. Kamal Hossalnl sald
abuse ol power IS the most
formidable obstacle to human
development. Politicians and

bureaucrats must accept thi

discipline of transparency and
accountability to ensure humar
development and fultil people s

expectation, he said
Justice Kemal Uddin Hos

sain said human development

and human rights are inter de
|n*l]t|t"l’||. "1t iil‘]ll'ntla O a poy

ernment how it treats the peo

[lli‘.. he sidd e Ill"'q.|'|lb|l

ference in the city yesterday

£

ity, he said,

A decision as crucial as the
one on gas export through
pipelines should not be taken
without seeking public opinion
and open discussion in the par-
Hament, sald Dr. Kamal Hos-
sain at an international con- Development: Learning Jro

The nation has to know 1n
the first place the actual gas re
serves of the country by con-
ducting a credible study before
thinking of exporting gas. US
experts may assist such a study, ¢ and International Studies
but local geologists nmst be in-
cluded for the sake of credibil-

Dr Kamal Hossain, Dr. De-
‘baprl 'a Bhattacharya, Execu- Board of Investment
tive lrcctm_ql the Centye for

¥ i . % = - ’
F’ [ _' |.-* r_- i -

Experlence, yesterday,

IBCAS).
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The advantages and disad-
. vantages ol exporting gas rescarch organisations ook
Ihrmlp_ll pl wline were discussed part in {he conlerence

at the high profile conlerence A number of speakers -
cluding Bruce McMallen sald o

little pas export would help the
growth of the counltry s gEas
market. and provide the Incen-
tives to the private inyestars Lo
Executive Chalrman of the expand thelr activities Same
sald due o technological ad-

Mokamunel Haque was presenat  Vancepeent in the tuture, gas

8

organised by Center lor Strate

CS1S), USA and Bangladesh
Centre for Advanced Studies

M

International conference in the city on gas and

By Staff Correspondent

Policy Dialogue and Bruce Mce- a5« hiel guest, while it was mod
Mullen, Senfor Energy Adviser
LUSAID participated in a penal -
discussion at the concluding & HSouth Asiy
session of the two-day Interna-
tional Conference on Gas and

erated by Direclor, 1O AS 8T
: | |I1'I.' & ¢ 10l

sandor Teresita C Schatter deliy

ered the concluding speech

Representatives Lromn
Petrobangla, BUET, Dhaka
University, otl companies andd

i 1

(SIS and Ambas

.;:.:‘!'r‘h- AR
g .

might soon becomne an obsolete
source of energy
However, soime athers dis

wreed saving the current gas

reserve of 10 trillion cubic leel

(tef) does not go along with the
notion ol gas export since 11 is
too Hitle tor Bangladesh s own
development. Some of them
also sald gas wans unlikely 1o s
come an obsolete source ol vne-

erpy for the next GO-70 ver s

But most speakers .qiu--nl
that such decision depends on

how much gas Bangladesh has

Dr. Debapriva Bhattacharya
walntained that any study on
gas reserves must be macle
credibde from the very begin-
pning. “Why do we have (o share

1
| !

- -g___,‘.__'_l"

L
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“Public opinion, deb ate in JS needed on gas export

development told

L1

the ontcome of a study withoul
knowing how the study was

made? What was the piogaunie
fers’

He sald Bangladesti s ©cGll

omy was benelited by two majel
lorelgn exchange earners i the
past—the garment seclol and
the remittance troim I“'“I"“

working abroad

“Unfortunately, none of the
carnings through these 1wo
seclors have hackward linkage

or integration with our econ

onmy

“From these lessous, this
time we want to Integrale gas

with our economy,” he added

1 Aanerie a's experield

minority comunuiiies il a su-
! et L i II]-.

human
velopment observe
Debaprya Bhattal hharia
said the report made thr '
erences on Bangladesh -

bad and ugly

cal
Bangladesh Is among 1l

countries
is more than 10 per ¢
'he bad thing 1s that thert
are more than 5,000 Casts pend

which re
inability

=||-'|1
11E Savings and investment and S

giving priority to agri ultuare

ing with each judge
serious of
courts 1o i‘!f"h'ill timel
ey ]Il sald -
| gly thing 1s that 4 pel A
‘ assanlted Iy
i‘.ifillﬂi

r said Banglad <
bt

fntinalte
Iul'll"-. e

1S |t-|-.-_;~_1l'--=~|1+§; in every h id

the rate is not enough

He stresst d on Independent

sesiment of huaman develop-

and human rights in the

chairman of Chittagong pol
through a fax message. pori

Slow climb up HDI ladder "o

Bangladesh still ranks lowest among South
Asian nations in UNDP report

Bangladesh Master Sleve dore

Association BMSA today 1
inform the decision { the min-
isters in this regard
]‘;"-1"‘"1. lcliT T1hcti] M Injur
Alam talking to his correspoin-
' dent said that the strike pro-
gramumt aof stevedores was post-
DI poned Wil Jul
The steves <aid they will
| go on strike from July 16 if the
¢ Bill is not scrapped by July 13
Meanwhil ngestion ol
vessels at o hittagong p wrt De-
See pag 1] « ] 8

- Jubo Dal leader
. gunned down
In city

By Staff Correspondent

A Juba I“.![ 1r.hi:'| Wit> .'-'!lﬂl

dead by a gang at East Goran in
Khilgaon area of the city ves-
L terday

e victim was identified as
ABM Mahbubul Hugq. 30 He was
secretary ol luba Dal uantl i1
wWard No 25 in Khilgaon thana

Hua's family members said
L three ‘}H'rhﬂna his busihness
| partners, Killed i Earlier,

the energy
}-Tujt.'ll' CCOnonn
results
tieal relationship
(A LA
necds Lo Lhe t-ll.lil.r 1 li.tll'_h:] (e sl ‘ﬂ‘llllll ta that 1hes -I{I{tl_'(l,
to develop i1s energy
Bangladesh has no alteranve | o qhaws. shot the victim whe
but to ¢'I|"u.'|-lu'|\ its CrHerg seCclor,
and the private sector will have
(0 play a role.

However, it s unlikely that
the Bangladesh’s encrgy seclor He was rushed to Dhaka
would be pnrnllm-ti very sooll
“There will be refarms and un-

bundling

he
this

which might
ul but necessary at
= Mo S nsadded

Shesipy h".":lﬂdr-ﬂt 840 the killing but said a case was

Brige M Mullen. focusing gn

jfhrj\ had a discussion at the
victim's house over A dispute
} with him
. Without giving details, e
| family miembers also s nwd ear-
| lier they Bad advised Huog to file
a GD in this regari

Police also ﬁ.uwpm'u*d in-
volvement of his partners Ji
the Killing

Some sources however said
previously Hug had close rela-
| tions with an Intending candi-

Ategratiai date lor the \rn\l of ward com-
‘.|1E-F1.‘__r

| missioner ol the area but the re-
Flation s tnrned SsOont re-
centiv:The KkiHing muight e A

The gunowen cane in (wWo .

was i another ri kshaw and
fled immediately. The incldent
occeurred within 200 vards of
his house

Medical College Ih‘w;uhil where
doctors declared him dead soon
afterwards, hosptal sources

said M
Khilgaon police confinued

vel 1o be d in this repgard’
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