L

Column Ohe

SPORTS TALK

Nelson Mandela

(Former President of South
Africa)

“Sporl
unite, inspire and it Is the lan-
quage the youth of today under-
stand.”

00Sl...-

has the

pgower (O

HiZZ KID

Competition-131

v’ Tick the Correct Answers
Post to Gl Duily Star
Win attractive prizes

Competitjon closes at 8 pm
June 30,2000 and draw

shﬁ?ﬁy afterwards

| Who is the number one
women tennis player at the
moment?
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2| Who won the European
Champions’ League?
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3| Who won the UEFA Cup?
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& 2007 cricket
WCs rights

LONDON, June 28: London
and Hong Kong-based interna-
tional sports marketing firm
The World Sport Group (WSG)
announced on Tuesday that it
had signed a seven-year deal
with the International Cricket
Council (ICC) for the commer-

Come a sporting success,
conie the politics.

The historic Paltan Maidan
was oozing with a single expec-
tation of celebrating a singular
pleasure -- Bangladesh's Test
status. Sadly though, once the
programme yesterday got un-
derway cricket buffs discovered
themselves at a wrong place and
for what seemed to be an all to-

ether different cause, as they

did Iin 1997 (ICC Trophy) and
1999 (World Cup triumph over
Pakistan).

The audience was under-
standably quite Kkeen to hear
some good words from our past
and present cricket heroes and
see those who worked selflessly
to help Bangladesh reach the
vy League of Test cricket get the
recognition. But the whole pro-
gramme eventually turned into
an occasjon for the ruling
Awami League government to
tell a tale of 'their' success story.

There were six out of seven
Bangladesh captains present at
the podium. Two of them - first
Bangladesh captain Shamim
Kabir and Akram Khan (sixth
in the list) were allowed to
speak for two minutes each.
They were certainly not blessed
with the gift of the gab. But then
why deprive the other four of
expressing their views, espe-
cially on an occasion when they
should be the toast of the na-
tion.

Saber Hossain Chowdhury,
the president of Bangladesh
Cricket Board (BCB), did cor-
rectly say that it was not the
success of a particular political
party or a section of the society.
But the buttoned-up BCB boss
then went on to make a mock-
erv of his earlier statement,
claiming it was the success of
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An apology to cricket

Sports Reporter

the present Board members, "It
wits a four-year strategic plan ol
my committee which Is respon-
sible [or the success

Saber, who is also the
Deputy Minister for LGRD, even
went to the extent of blasting
his predecessors lor their inag-
ination, or the lack of it.

“For the last twenty vears
nobody applied for Test status .

Saber said much to the embar-
rassment of a few former BCB
officials present on the occa-
sion. But he did not disclose the
fact that there was no logical
point for Bangladesh to apply
for the Test status until they
achieved success in the [ICC
Trophy in Malaysia in 1997,

It is true that Saber's dy-

See page 15
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National
slogans
celebration programme at the Paltan Maidan yesterday.
—Star photo

flag waving cricket
hailing Bangladesh'’s

enthusiasts
ericket

chanting
during the

Tribute

CALCUTTA, June
28: While Bangla-
desh has been in a
festive mood sin-
ce its elevation to
Test status, for-
cricket stars and
urgaunisers here came forward to
hail the newest member of the
elite club.

Three former India crick-
eters -- Pankaj Roy, Arun Lal
and Gopal Bose -- feel that
granting Test status 1o
Bangladesh by the Interna-
tional Cricket Council has been
the right decision. They are of
the opinion that this will only
help in giving the game a boost
in Bangladesh. In fact all the
three. who opened for India at
one time or the other said. that

1T

from nei

From Our Correspondent

they felt that Bangladesh has a
potential.

"Why not, " asked Gopal Bose
after being requested to co-
ment on the timing of the deci-
sion. "It took New Zealand to
win their first Test 26 years af-
ter they were granted official
status. Sri Lanka won the World
Cup 15 vears after being granted
Test status. So, Bangladesh will
definitely achieve some distinc-
tion if vou give them similar
time span.’

However, both Bose and Lal
said that it would be wrong to
expect miracles from them
“They will not be able to defeat
any Test-playing country ini-
mediately now. However, al
times, they can provide stiff

ghbhours

competition,” said Lal and Bose.

Lal went on to add, "Even
thongh, 1 have been'outiof touch
with Bangladeshi: cricket for
sometime now, | feel that there
are quite a few talented crick-
eters in Bangladesh. Cricketers
who can blossom into talented
players if they have the right
kind of exposure.”

Pankaj Roy also said that he
supported the decision by the
ICC. "When cricket is being
globalised, the decision is a
right one.” said Roy. "This will
spur them onto greater heights.
Unless you play against better
opposition, you will never im-
prove. The Test status will help

Bangladesh to play against
tougher opponents frequently
See page 15

SEMIFINAL PREVIEW

AMSTERDAM.
June 28: Two sch-
ouls of thought in
world soccer will
collide in the Euro
2000 semli-finals
here on Thursday, when Ho-
lland's goal-happy 'total foot-
ball’ comes up against the §ritt};
realism of Italian defending,
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Holland v Italy:
get any bigger than this

lan in 1998 after a miserable
debut season, scored a hat-
trick. Bergkamp was om-

nipresent in his playmaking
role and Marc Overmars alf(ain
used his speed and ball skills
down the flank.

The Dutch may have put Yu-
goslavia's defence through the
shredding-machine, but they

t doesn’

a miserly two goals in four
nmatches.

Italy have an enviable gen-
eration of flair players in
Francesco Totti, Alessandro
Del Piero and midfielder Ste-
fano Fiore, but solid defending
and counter-attack has been the
basis of Italy’'s success at Euro
2000

U-15 cricketers
g0 to Malaysia
today

Bangladesh national junior
cricket team leaves here today
for Malaysia to take part in the
Aslan Under-15 (?rlrLt‘l Cham-
plonship which began yester-
day, reports UNB.

Kamrul Hasan will lead the
teamn while Kazi Hasibul Haq
act as his deputy in the seven

team league basis champi-
onship.

Pakistan, India, Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh, Malaysia, Hong

Kong and Thalland are compet-
ing in the league. Later, two top
feams will play In the final on
July 9,

Bangladesh will play thelr
opening match against India on
July 1, Sri Lanka on July 2,
Pakistan on July 4, Hong Kong
on July 5, Thalland on July 6
and hosts Malaysia on July 8,

SQUAD

Kamrul Hasan, Kazl Hasibul
Haq. Nafiz Ahmed, Mahbubul
Islam, Mahmudullah Riad,
Arafat Sunny, Almgir Rana,
Golam Rahman Chowdhury,
Anwar Hossain, Rubalyet Haq.
Arif Hossain, Safaq-al Zabir
Taiyubur Rahman and Ibrahim
Sagar

Schools h'ball
final today

Rajarbagh Police Lines High
will take on Motijhieel High in
the final ol the |1th Bata
schools handball tournament
today at 4 pmn at the handball
ground of outer stadium, re-
ports UNB,

State Minister for Youth and
Sports Obaidul Quader will be
the chief guest

In vesterday's semifinals,
Rajarbagh defeated Shaheed
Nabi High 21-13 (first half 10-8)
while Motijheel beat BAF Sha-
heen 30-12 (first half 14-6)

Imran, Rashid
laugh at ICC

KARACHI, June 28: Former
Pakistani cricket hero Imran
Khan and ex-captain Rashid
Latif Tuesday derided the Inter-
national Cricket Council (1CC)
for bailing out South Africa and
Australia and singling out
Pakistan in a match-fixing
probe, reports AFP

"Why the ICC has not
touched the confession and
match-fixing reports against
Australian players Shane
Warne and Mark Waugh," Latif
said.

'l believe the new ICC chief,
Malcolm Gray, being an Aus-
tralian has saved the Aussies.”
Latif told this news agency

ICC at its meeting in London
on Monday appointed Sir Paul
Condon as the chief of an anti-
corruption unit to investigate
two matches of the 1999 World

("up which Pakistan lost to
Bangladesh and India.
Condon will also look into

the claims that Pakistani um-
pire Javed Akhtar was bribed in

1998 [ingl;mcl—ﬁmlth Alrica
Test match
"1ICC did nothing against

South African Cricket chief Ali
Bacher who has made false al-
legations based on heresay,
former all-rounder Imran said

'l am disappointed.” over the
outcome of the ICC meeting, he
added

"Pakistan should have been
given credit for investigating
allegations against their play-
ers.’ Latif said

"Pakistan imposed bans on
two players, fined six others in-
cluding former skipper Wasim
Akram but the ICC still wants
to probe further,” he added

Bangladesh earn-
ed the Test status
not for thelir ]|}|H}_,’-
ing standard but
for the potential,
sald BCB (Bangla-
desh Cricket Board) president
Saber Hossain Chowdhury on
his return from London yes-
terday.

that this tiny South Asian

' tential

On arrival with the news

Sports Reporter

Cup,” he said.

“Our second mission was (o
establish Dhaka as an Interna-
tional venue because that was
the only way to show the world
how rich our cricket culture
was. That was a part of our
strategy and we became hundred
per cent successful by arranging
the Wills International Cup and
the exhibitlon match between
Asia and Rest of the World

Bangladesh Cricket Board(BCB) president Saber Hossain
Chowdhury (C) and his general secretary Syed Ashraful
Huq (L) were received by State Minister for Youth and
Sports Obaidul Quader on their arrival at the Zia
International Airport from London yesterday morning

country was now the newest
member of the cricket's exclu-
sive club, Saber and his deputy
Syed Ashraful Haque were
given a heroes' welcome in the

morning
The International Cricket
Council (ICC) has given

Bangladesh the Test status only

after assessing the immense po-
and sheer passion for
the game in the couiritry, Saber
said to a crowded press conler-
ence at the VIP Lounge of Zia In-
ternational Airport. State
Minister for Youth and Sports
Obaidul Quader was also pre-
sent at the press briefing.

He said his Board s main
aim in the last four years was 1o
| attain the Test status. “Ilf we

=

'I'rH]‘.nhjn.'

look back to 1996, what we did
first was to make changes in the
qualification rules of the I1C(
That we did after oui
Nairobi experience where a
country took the advantage ol
previous rules and fielded as
many foreign plavers as possi-
ble to qualify for the World

-Star photo

“No from Bangladesh
took part in any of these ¢
But the crowd fantastj
here we proved how much pas-
sion we do have for cricket

“To tell you very frankly, il
we look at the standard of our

game, that's not good enough ti

O1ne
Venils

"I"'l"i "“

get Test status and that we
knew. If we look back to our
record. we won onlyv thred
matches ouf' of 40 ODIls we
played from 1997. We have won
only one match out ol Six

who Is also an
had to tum

against Kenva
ODI member. So

1 ’ .
Wt

to different tactics where we
gave emphasis on projecting
our enormous potential in
CricKet

You all know that we had
only five otes in our favour
last vear. Our State Minister |
Youth and Sports and myst
then visited South Africa. Aus
tralia and New Zealand and en
sured their support this time

[hat really made our job done
Pointing to the tough track

Potential earns Test tag

of Test cricket, he said there
was a big challenge ahead for
Bangladesh.

“ICC has shown their mas-
sive vote of confidence in our
cricket potentiality. It's now
our turn to respect their confi-
dence. And that we have to show
on the ground by playing good
cricket.

“The table game Is over now
We as organisers have nothing
left to do after getting the Test
status. Now Iit's the players who
have to prove their worth. We
have given them the opportu-
nity

"What we can now do Is to
ensure their logistical support
If we can do that with the help
of the Fnu--runn-nt. playing
standard will automatically
improve,” he said

Saber went on to underline
the fact that Test status should
not be remained as only a sym-
bol of achievement. We have to
make it meaningful by estab-
lishing ourselves as a good
cricketing nation

Saber also thanked the
Prime Minister and the State
Minister for Youth and Sports
for extending their support in
the last four years. He also ac-
knowledged the contribution of
all the past and present BCB of-
fice-bearers

Regarding Bangladesh's first
Test, Saber revealed that
Bangladesh would play their
maiden Test in the upcoming
Seasoril

‘We are yel to decide against
whom we are going to play be-
cause we have two to three op-

tions. We will have to talk to
them before finalising.” he said,

adding that Bangladesh would
play their first Test on home
*-.f';”

About Bangladesh's prepara-
tion for that historic Test
Saber informed the Board was
trying to arrange some maltches
lor Ei.m;tnh-x‘h cricketers in
two or three African countries
when they will go to Kenva nexi
October to play in the 1CC
knock urnament

He also revealed that South
African coach Eddie Barlow
who has been discharged from a
( ap Town .l.-'“‘]'lTn: if'lﬂT week
wonld resune his job from Au-

D111 T

BCB meanwhile was going to
SIELNl 4 O-0Operation deal with
the Australian Cricket Board
.'..'I.{- ir VENY SO0

l'hey are going to provide us

with lot of support in every de-
!HHTHH-:H of the game We had a
letail discussion with the ACB
officials during our stav in

W already

1"I|.|: J WwEC Ve :.Ii':-I[td-’l
the proposal.” he said

g off the brief
.Itt"illjlhﬂil'.‘l.f T;".'
Quader 1| Ashraful, visited
national mausoleum in Savar
to pav homage to the martyrs of
the Liberation Wai

After rounding
H‘”n-[
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KANDY, Sri Lanka

June 28 (AFP/ Int-

ernet): Captain

Sanath Jayasu

riva celebrated
fest match with an
apgressive unbeaten 82 as Sri
Lanka have Pakistan a taste ol
their own medicine, reaching
140 for no loss at stumps on the
rain-affected first day of the
final Test at Kandy on
Wednesday

Jayvasuriva and his partnei
Marvan Atapattu managed to
see of a fiery Wasim Akram and

50th

his

SL openers find their feet

mka saw off the opening spell
ith rela-
ere were |

\kram and Waqgar w
mifort. Th
and rt ol
clos

the
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AS IS his w Atapattu set-

]

tled int the role of anchor
man. defending resolutely and
hitting the codd loose ball. while
lavasuriva attacked The
howlers F=_|1Ii\ facilitated this
rrangement, with a miserly

\Kram D _.,'[g]In_l'l*'I] -
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e 8 From Our Correspondent Scoreboard at close of play
48 BRAHMANBARIA, June 28 -. on the first day of the third and
' A Durbar Cricket Club defeated v final Test between Pakistan
'.:l;‘ :, r['i‘\ L T kl'l (!UII I}:“.’ 2[} I'-IIII‘-L ill m \‘II{I H'l 1\‘[1}\11 I‘Ill\ "{1 ‘Il Iﬁxi_i-
e : thie Shalieed Freedom Fighter ES | girlya International Stadium
b ? Rangn Mia Cricket Cup at Shah- t"lh on Wednesday
Fig Jadapur Junior High School oy SRI LANKA: First Innings
a[}, b plawrnund here today. Atapattu not out 50
SR inning the toss. Durbar Javasuriya not out 82
g batted first and scored 160 runs 7, | A\ Extras: (b-4; Ib-2; w-1: nb-1) 8
4 1 for e rt wickets In the stipu- : 4 : e - Total (For no loss in 53.2 overs) 140
lﬂ'd b lated 35 overs, Reaz made the A% @ A . AL ¥ : iy Atk 3 e N 3 To bat: Russel Arnold. Ar-
_-d hlghf‘ﬂt 60 A[ ()NG CxME Tl’lE rFE‘ST 14 L ;\U B ' g " " " . . . . £ 1 . ’ i -l\'illllr‘ [ll' F‘ll\'i‘. \'llllt‘lll
L{ . In reply, Titas elected to bat ' / : b!Al S: (L) New International Cricket Council president Malcolm Gray and BCB chief Saber Hossain Chowdury shake hands during the ICC media | Jayewardene Arjuna
n{l‘:v':»;lke::ﬂftd 140 runs losing COH{ETEHCE at the Nursery Pavvlllun at Lord’s on June 26. (M) Saber is surrounded by a group of expatriate Bangladeshis in front of Lord's. (R) The BCB supremo and national captain | Ranatunga, Prasanna Jayewar-
. Aminul Islam hug each other just after Bangladesh was made the 10th Test playing nation. —Courtesy photos | See page 15




