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ﬂXh ibition: Muslim Women's

Association ol Bangladesh

Fatemiah) holds an exhibition of handicrafts and Islamic Hijab,
Jenue: lranian Cultural Centre auditorinm. Time: 2.00 pm-7.00

.

Meeting: A meetin

of the Executive Council of the

Prokrichi-BCS Coordination Council will be held. Venue:
{nstitute of Engineers, Bangladesh (IEB) committee room. Time:

7.30 pm.

»ASB workshop: e third workshop of the Asiatie Soci-

ety's Banglapedia project will he Licld Venne: ASB mldltgrimll at
15 Old Secretariat Road (Nimitoli, Iannmna.
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WS worksho

+ The seventh workshop ol the

“Workshop on Environment Science and Technology” (WEST)
will be hield. This session will involve children. Venue: Alliance
Francaise de Dhaka, 26 Mirpur Road. Time: 9.30 am.

Cultural evening: Alllance Francaise de Dhaka
resents Nazrul Geeti by Luna Saeed and Rabindra Sangeet by
ljush. Venue: Alliance Francaise de Dhaka. 26 Mirpur Road.

Time: 7.00 pm.

Temperature may rise

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by

temporary ﬁl
Barisal an

i1sty wind is likely at a few places over Chittagong,
Sylhet divisions and at one or two

places over

Dhaka, Khulna and Rajshahi divisions with moderately heavy
falls at one or two places over Chittagong division till 6 pm

¢ today. reports UNB.

Slight rise in day temperature is expected over the country
during this period, met oflice said,

The country’s highest temperature recorded yesterday was
34.5 degree Celsius at Chuadanga and the lowest 24 degree

Celsius at Cox’s Bazar.

The sun sets in the capital today at 6.50 pm and rises to-

morrow at 5.15 am.
Maximum and

minimum

temperature and humidity

recorded in some major cities and towns vesterday were :

City/Town

Max
Dhaka 32.1
Chittagong 33.5
Rajshahi 33.2
Khulna 340
Barisal 30.8
Svihet 30.7
Cox's Bazar 325

Temperature
in Celsius

Humidity in
percentage
Min Eveulg
25.5
24.6
274
26.5
25.0
25.0
24.0

Morning
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Budget has been given

'forward-looking vision'

Finance minister says during JS discussion

Finance Minister Shah A M
S Kibria yesterday said the pro-
people and development accel-
erating budgetary measures
spelled out in the national bud-

et for fiscal 2000-2001 will
e¢lp the nation achleve eco-
nomic prosperity, reports BSS.

He was winding up the gen-
eral discussion on the newly

roposed budget at the Jatiya
angsad,
bria reiterated that he has
tried to %i(ve the budget ‘a for-
ward-looking visfon® to help
make the nation a developed
country by 2020.

The finance minister bru-
shed aside the criticism by
former finance minister M Sai-
fur Rahman and said that the
present government has bor-
rowed far less money from the
banks than what had been bor-
rowed by the BNP government
in their time.

Kibria quoted in his defence
an article by Prof Rehman Sob-
han who has argued in favour of
bank borrowing as stipulated
by the Keynesian School of eco-
nomics.

The finance minister revised
some of the tax proposals in the

budget following requests made
by different social groups,
members of parlfament, and
the prime minister.

I-re sald that the present gov-
ernment has given due thrust
on developing human resources
and the infrastructure as well
as keeping in view the future
development of the country. He
expressed his firm confidence
that the last four years' experi-
ence will help make Bangladesh
a leading economy by the year
2020.

He was highly critical of the
absence of the Opposition in the
Jatlya Sangsad throughout the
entire budget session saying
that they have in fact not kept
up their own commitment i.{lwn
to the people before the polls.

Giving a comparative docu-
mentary evidence on bank bor-
rowings during the past BNP
regime and the current regime,
Kibria said that Saifur Raliman
had borrowed Taka 1,918.6
crore from the banks against a
total bank deposit ol Taka
25,850 crore during the 1991-92
fiscal year when the total bud-
get was Taka 15,614 crore.

During the first year of the

current government in 1996-97,
he sald, only Taka 254.9 crore
was borrowed from banks while
the budget was over Taka 25,000
crore. During the 1999-2000 fis-
cal year, the documents show
Taka 2,419.73 crore as bank
borrowings by the present gov-
ernment against total bank de-
posit of Taka 66.453 crore.

The bank borrowings com-
vared to the total deposits ol
vanks each vear during the BNP
regime were higher than that of
the last four years of the current
government, the documents
show. he sald.

The finance minister also
said that direct programmes
had been undertaken for
Imvcrt_v alleviation along with
aunching of old ﬂFe al-
lowances, allowances for dis-
tressed and deserted women, al-
lowances for freedom fighters,
housing funds, employment
banks, residential projects and
expanded VGF programme,

"Moreover, budgetrallocation
has been increased signifi-
cantly in the fields of physical
and social infrastructures in
the rural areas.,” he told the
Jativa Sangsad.
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Rotary Club of
. Banani Dhaka

The 3rd Installation Cere-
mony of the Rotary Club of Ba-
nani Dhaka was held recently
at 7:30 pm at the Panda Garden
auditorium at Mohakhali, savs
a press release,

Dr Jamilur Reza Chowdhury,

professor of Civil Engineering,
BUET and former adviser to the
caretaker government of 1996,
was , the chief guest while
president Rotarian Engr. Ataur
Rahman Choudhury PHSM,
presided over the ceremony.

The elected office-bearers of

the club for 2000-2001 were in-
stalled with Rtn M Ghazaniar
Ali PHSM. Rtn Sheikhh Mawla
Baksha PHSM, and Rtn Engr.
MAA Zakariah PHF as presi-
dent, president elect and secre-
tary respectively.

A Fellowship dinner and a
raffle draw followed the cere-
mony.

ATSEC

A two-day workshop on "De-

veloping National Agenda and
Action Plan for
against Trafficking" was organ-
ised by Action against Traftick-
ing and Sexual Exploitation of
Children (ATSEC) Bangladesh
Chapter at WVA Auditorinn at
Dhanmondi on Tuesdayv, says a
press release.

It was inaugurated by
Matthew S Friedman, Techni-
cal Advisor. USAID, in the

morning. The main objectives
of the workshop were — a) to
push for development of a na-

tional agenda for combating
of children and
women. b) to consolidate the ex-
isting activities and take fur-
fight
against trafficking, and ¢} to
draw up an action plan to mate-

trafficking

ther actions for the

rialise the national agenda.

Matthew in his inaugural
speech laid emphasis on coor-
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dination among GO. NGO and
Donors who are working 1o
combat the problem of traflick-
ing.

‘Mizanur Rahman, Coordi-
nator, ATSEC Bangladesh
Chapler described the activities
of ATSEC and requested all the
participants to make the work-
shop successful with their ac-
tive participation. Rina 5en
Gupta, regional representative
of Save the Children. Denmark

Y s e e i S St
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. Red Barnet and Fund Manager
of ATSEC Bangladesh chapter
mentioned in her presidential
speech that it is very important
to develop a national agenda
and an action plan to combat
trafficking. The workshop is
sponsored by USAID and Red
Baruet.

Biogas Diploma
E-ngincers Assoc

...Bv;Staff Correspondent

Sonie 128 diploima engineers
working lor the governments
Biogas Pilot Plant Projeet have
demanded their absorption into
the second phase of the same
project after its first phase ends
tomorrow.

The diploma engineers un-
der the banner of 'Biogas
Diploma Engineers Associa-
tion' raised their demand at a
press conference held at the
hall room of Dhaka Reporters
Unity (DRU) yesterday.

They said that during the
four-year duration of the first
phase of the project they have
successfully built some 5,000
biogas plants and are now about
to lose their jobs.

The engineers were also
critical of governments plans
to lease out work of the second
phase to non-government or-
gaunisations (NGOs).s

The association president
Md Monirul Islam, general sec-
retarv Md Shafiqul Islam and
other leaders were present at
the press conference.

Comilla Samity

Law. Justice and Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister Abdul
Matin Khasru handed over a
cheque for Tk 20,000 to Josna
Nasim, wife of ailing Press In-
stitute of Bangladesh (PIB) in-
structor Rafiqul Islam Nasim,
reports BSS.

The minister gave away the
cheque on behalf of Dhaka-
based Comilla Samity at a func-
tion at his official residence on
Mintoo Road.

Vice-president of the Samity
All Akbar, %eneral secretary
Abu Taher. Prof Mobin Khan,
Ruhul Amin Mintu, Syed
Rezaur Rahhman and Moham-
mad Shahjahan addressed the
function.

The minister also donated a
fax machine and five fans to
Comilla Press Club.

SMVD course
from today

A three-day long training
course on Safety Mativation for
Vehicle Drivers (SMVD) for the
trainers will be held at the Na-
tional Scout Training Centre,
Mouchak, Gazipur from June 29
to July 1, says a press release.

About one hundred partici-
pants Including rovers and
scouts leaders are expected to
attend the course organised by
Programme Division,
Bangladesh Scouts.

1 £ 400 gm heroin

recovered,
one arrested

RAJBARI. June 28B: A man
was arrested along with 400

ams of heroin worth about Tk
O lakh from Daulaidia ferry
ghat today. reports LINB.

Acting on a tip-off, police
ralded the ghat and arrested
Sajedur Rahman, 22, of Jinji-
rapara vlllagc in Mohespara
upazila of Jhenidah district

and recovered the drug.

Chehlum

The chehlum of Nooruddin
Ahmed, former President of the
FBCCI., will be held at his Ba-
nani residence after Asr
pravers on Saturday, reports
UNB.

Nooruddin Ahmed, a busi-
nessman, died at a city clinic on
May 23. He Is survived by one
daughter and two sons.

He was the elder brother of
Raziuddin Ahmed Raju MP and
former additional foreign sec-
retary Ammbassador Mohiuddin

L Al

Death anniversary

The second death anniver-
sary of Abdul Latif., a banker
and social worker, will be ob-
served today, says a press re-
lease.

Late Latlf was Controller of
Puball Bank. He halled from
Buripar village of Debidwar
thana under Comilla district.

A freedom fighter, Latif was
also a former vice president of
Bangladesh Nagorl

anabadhikar Parishad.

A milad mahfil will be held
at his Purba Bashabo residence
in the city today.

Arsenic poisoning

Photo exhibition
opens 1n
Washington

Ambassador K M Sheha-
buddin and Shengman Zhang,
Managing Director of the World
Bank inaugurated a jointly
sponsored photo exhibition on
"Arsenic poisnnlu% in Bang-
ladesh” at the lobby of the
World Bank main building in
Washington DC on Monday, ac-
cording to a message received in
the city yesterday, reports BSS.

The photo exhibition is an
extension of a similar pro-
gramme that began in Washing-
ton in May this year and was
organised to help create aware-
ness among the donor countries
and multilateral funding agen-
cies and the international
community of the graveness of
the situation.

Speaking on the occasion,
Ambassador Shehabuddin out-
lined the situation of arsenic
poisoning in Bangladesh. He

— e —

stated that 20 million people |

are assumed to be drinking ar-
senic contaminated water and
another 75 million are poten-
tially at risk. Fifty-nine out of
the 64 districts are affected. He
said that the government is

committed to effectively deal

with the situation and has mo-
bilised local resources to under-
take emergency and long-term
programmes. It has also formed
a national steering committee.
Later, a seminar was held
where professor Qamruzzaman
of Dhaka Commmunity Hospital,
Baber Kabir of World Bank of-
fice in Dhaka and Professor

Willard Chapple of Danver

University presented papers on

arsenic poisoning.

The seminar mainly focused
on various scientific informa-

tion on arsenic poisoning in
order to identify a scientifically
accepted knowledge on
causes of situation as well as a

the

remedy for it.

Int'l confce held
on disaster
management

A two-day long interna-
tional conference "Focus on the
Poor: Long-term Disaster Man-
agement in Bangladesh” was
held at the Prime Minister's of-
fice recently, says a press re-
lease.

The conference brought to-
gether more than 100 experts at
the International Conference
Centre to discuss innovative
approaches to disaster man-
agement throughout the com-
munity and to identify the most
appropriate actions that can be
taken to help the poor who are
most affected by these natural
disasters.

In the spirit of promoting
collaboration and partnerships
for long-term disaster man-
agement, the conference was
sponsored by the Ministry of
Disaster Management and Re-
lief and the World Bank. It was
cosponsored by the United Na-
tions Development Programme
(UNDP), the World Conserva-
tion Unfon (IUCN), the Asian
Disaster Preparedness Centre
(ADPC), and the Public Private
Infrastructure Advisory Facll-
ity (PPIAF).

In her inaugural address de-

livered at the opening session of

the conference, the Minister for
Agriculture, Motia Chowdhury.
outlined various programmes
and measures taken by the gov-
ernment to cope with disasters
that are a common phenomena
in the country. She also ex-
pressed her appreciation to the
World Bank, the UNDP and
other donor agencies for their
contribution in providing help
to the distressed people during
disasters.

Representing the World
Bank Frannie Leautier, Direc-
tor of Infrastructure, focused on
the Importance of mainstream-
Ing disaster management and
ellective prevention and miti-
gation throughout all govern-
ment and community activi-
lies. She spoke of the impor-
tance of partnerships and col-
laborative efforts needed 1o
bring all necessary expertise to
bear on developing creative and
mnovative programmes and
i‘;:})rupriate policies to provide

ely to the poor,

[From page |
Parishad’s legal affairs adviser
Tania Anieer at a workshop in
the city yesterday, also kept
open the option for women to
run for general seats.

Law, Justice and Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister Abdul
Matin Khashru was the chief

uest at the workshop. chaired

E}f Parishad chief Hena Das.
It's general secretary Ayesha
Khanam gave an introductory
speech while leading economist
Prof Rehman Sobhan, Prof
Anisuzzaman, rulin& party
lawmaker Khaleda Khanam
and Barrister Amir-ul-Islam
spoke on the occasion.

However, the government re-
cently introduced bill in Par-
liament seeking retention of
the provision for 30 reserved
seats for women, elected by 300
MPs.

Rejecting the government
bill seeking ‘retention of the
two-decade old provision,
Ayesha Khanam said the bill
even contradicted government's
‘policy for women' adopted in
1997.

“The government policy said
the number of reserved seats for
women would be increased and
provision for direct election to
the reserved seats would intro-
duced after the expiry of the ex-
iting provision on April 4,
2001,” she said. "The govern-
ment has to move a new bill to
increase the number of reserved
seats for women and introduce
direct election to the reserved
seats.”

Seeking cooperation of
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
and Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Khaleda Zia in
meeting the demand of the
women community, Ayesha
said that the Parishad would
not be rigid on raising the re-
served seats to
ready to compromise over the
figure. But the number of re-
served seats must be increased
and system of direct election
must be introduced.”

Prof Rehman Sobhan found
the Parishad's bill ‘consistent
with the 21st century thoughts’
and put forward a comprehen-
sive programme belore the
women s organisations to get

their demand met by the politi-
cal parties having representa-
tion in parliament.

Advising them to advance
professionally, Prof Sobhan
said when the women's organi-
sations were unanimous over
increase in the number of re-
serve seats and direct election
to those. they now needed to
reach a consensus on the num-
ber of reserved seats they want.
"Once the consensus is reached,
you have to take up a series of
programmes including setting
up of a secretariat, ralsing
funds, mobilising people across
the country, convincing various
professional groups. wining
media support, persuading the
Prime Minister and the Leader
of the Opposition and lobbyin
with all the 330 members o

parliament.”
The Law minister, who
moved the government bill

seeking retention of the provi-
sfon for 30 reserved seats for
women to be indirectly elected,

supported ‘the spirit of the

women's organisations’.

“l personally believe that the
nation cannot make further
advancement without ensuring

Increase

150. "We are

JS seats

appropriate as well as effective
participation of the women at
all levels ranging from Union
Parishads to Parliament,” the
minister said. He admitted that
the * present provision for 30
reserved seats does not properly
ensure representation of
women on parliament’.

The minister further said
the government was not rigid
on the number of reserved seats.
“I have sent the bill to the par-
liamentary standing body on
the ministry of law comprising
MPs from both the ruling party
and the opposition. So the scope
for increasing the number is
still there.”

Referring to Rehman Sob-
han’s suggestion to mobilise
public opinion in favour of the
issue, the minister said, "You do
not need to take so much trou-
ble to get the demand met if you
can convince the Prime Minis-
ter and the Leader of the oppo-
sition in Parliament. Given the
political culture of the day, even
200 years of your efforts would
prove to be a failure in case you
fail to convince the Prime Min-

ister and the Opposition
Leader.”
Noting that the passage of

any-such bill would reacquire|
opposition support, the minis-
ter advised the women's leaders
to ‘'observe hunger strike in
front of the two leaders' office’.

He, however, observed that
the women organisations
needed to be more committed to
the issue. "Your move may not
be succeed if it remains limited
to earning dollars and pounds
from donor countries,” 1he
minister said in an oblique rel-
erence to some NGOs working
on the issue.

Ruling party whip Khaleda
Khanam MP said that it in-
volves a lot of money to contest
for a general seat in the direct
elections. “It would be very dif-
ficult for the women to contest
for the reserved seats if the con-
stituency, as proposed in the
Mahila Parishad bhill, is double
the size of a general seat.”

On the proposal for 450 seats
in parliament, she said. "There

is no space in the House lor so
many seats.”

Amir-ul-Islam
the Mahila
Prof Anisuz-

Barrister
fully supported
Parishad's bill.

zaman, however, supported the

proposed provision for direct
election to the reserved seats
but suggested that tlie number of
rr:ﬁen'gﬁ seats should be raised
to 100.

Shamim made
JU Syndicate

member

By JU Correspondent

A KM Enamul Haq Shamim,
former president of Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL) and for-
mer VP of JUCSU, was made a
Svndicate member of the Ja-
hangirnagar University (JU)
yvesterday for a two-year term,

Chancellor of the university
President Shahabuddin Ahmed
made the nomination as per
Section 22 (G) of JU Act 1973,

shamim was nominated af-
ter a Syndicate member, Easul
Abdullah Haroon, former pres-
ident of FBCCI, resigned from
the post on personal grounds.
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Frannie A Leautier, Director, Infrastructure, World Bank,
called on Muhammad Musa, Director General of Disaster
Management Bureau recently and discussed disaster man-
agemsut programme in Bangladesh,

: |
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4 kidnappefs
arrested,
3 rescued

Detective police arrested
four people along with two so-
phisticated arms and rescued
three abducted people from the
city's Jatrabarl area on Tuesday
night, reports UNB.

The arrested are Asaduzza-
man Punom, 30, Delwar Hos-
sain Delu, 22, Shahid, 27, and
Rafiqul Islam, 30.

ter abducting three people
— Sentu, Mohiuddin, and Monir
— the terrorists had demanded a

ransom of Tk 50,000 for their

release.

The DB arrested Punom and
Delu with a revolver and five
bullet from Sanarpar in Demra

in the evening,. Later, acting on

(heir Information, police ar-
rested Shahid and Rafig swith
LGy :

Cargo handling
From page |

Port's booking office source
sald that as no gang-booking
was given by stevedores at 4 pm

today, the work at Chittagong

Port from came to a halt. How-
ever, port officials feared wors-
ening of congestion of vessels
here.

Presently, 60 vessels, in-
cluding 40 waiting at the outer
anchorage, fell stranded due to
the strike, port sources said.

Chittagong Port saw a 37-
hour long strike by dock work-
ers two day's ago.

Death ref

From page 1

contain grounds of the appeals.

The petition on behalf of the
four convicts detained In
Dhaka Central Jail mentioned
that in such a situation, if the
appeals were taken up for
hearing, the appellants would
be denied opportunity of ade-
quate defence.

The fourssre > Lt LO]
(dismissed) Syed Farook Rah-
man, Lt Col (retd) Sultan
Shahriar Rashid Khan, Maj |
retd) Bazlul Huda and Lt Col
(retd) Mohiuddin.

The Bangabandhu murder
case is the last in the list ol
cases to be heard by this Divi-

sion Bench constituted on April

24.

District and Sessions Judge

of Dhaka Kazi Golam Rasul, in
his verdict in the case on
November 8, 1998, ordered that
the 15 convicts be executed by a
firing squad and in case it is not
possible, they should be hanged.

The 11 absconding convicts
are Lt col (dismissed) Khan-
daker Abdur Rashid, Lt Col
(retd) SHMB Noor Chowdhury,
Lt Col (relieved) Sharilul Hugq
Dalim. Lt Col (retd) Aziz Pasha
Lt Col (relieved) AM Rashed

Chowdhury. Maj (relieved) SKM

Mahiuddin, Capt (retd) Abdul

|

|
|
1
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Majid. Maj (relieved) Abyned |

Sharful Hussain, Captfrelieved)

Kismet Hashem, Capt (retd) Na-
jmul Hussain Ansar
Risalder (retd) Muslemmddin

NGO official

From page 12
incident.

Meanwhile another group of
muggers shot a businessinan
and took away Tk 2.5 lakh
from him in the old city.

The victim was identified as
Kazi Fazlul Huq, 35, a resident
of Purana Moghaltuli under
Kotwali thana in the old city.

The incident took place at
about 9:15 pm when Huq along
with his friend Sultan were re-
turning home in a rickshaw.
The gang led by Abu Syed, Asif
and Anu stopped their
rickshaw when it reached at

Nawab Yousuf Road. police
said.
Huq was shot when he along

with his friend tried to resist
the muggers. The muggers then
took away the money. Huq was
rushed to Dhaka Medical Col-
lege Hospital in a critical state,
hospital sources said

Hasina

From page 12
ernment is not swallowing the

money. This money is being ex-

clusively spent for rural people,
development of infrastructure
socio-economic sector, educa-
tion and medical facilities for
the people

About stamping oul corrup-
tion from administration, the
PM said she has already taken
several steps to make a corrup-
tion-free efficient administra-
tive system. But it is not possi-
ble to wipe out corruption
overnight, which plagued soci-
ety for last two decades.”

She deplored that whenever
anyv oflficial is translerred or
SUS | neded on certain J“t’jic"l'
(i, conrts issne stav orders
“crealing obstruction”™ in the
administrative system

About allegation ol corrup-
tion against 103 MPs ol the 9]
patliament, Hasina said cor-
ruption cases were filed agaiust
/00 MPs and inquiry was on
against the rest.

The Prime Minister also ap-
peared critical of courts for
granting bails to notorious ter-
rorists who resort to fresh
Killing.

She deplored that the courts
not only grant bail but also re-
stricted police not to arrest such
terrorists for a certain period.
In this context, she cited a case
of Kamal Pasha and said the ac-
cused alter getting bail commit-
ted double murders in Mohame-
madpur recently.

"Who sought bail for him?
Why court granted him bail?
Who will be held responsible for
it?" Hasina posed a series of
queries and said: "How terror-
Ism would stop if terrorists get
bails?"

Referring to Independence of
the judiciary, the Prime Minis-
ter sald the government is wait-
ing to receive the Supreme
Court's judgement on it.

she, however, sald the Judi-
clary is enjoying full freedomn
and Articles 115 and 116 of the
Constitution have been imple-
mented under her rule. H

i

and

From page ]

Faronque Sobhan, Executive
Director of BRAC FH Abed. Ar-
F}'—‘“‘Ul“? energy consultant Raul
varcla, former PDB chalrman
Nuruddin M Kamal, Dr Quader
of BUET, Dr MI Sharif of BCAS
and Azlz Khan of Summit
Group,

Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir
sald the present gas reserve of
the country does not justif
committing continued sizeable
export.

Saffur Rahman said
Bangladesh could only export
value added gas products and no
political party would now take
a controversial decision Hke
pipeline export ol gas 1o India.
There Is a huge potential mar-
ket In a developing country #ke
Bangladesh, he adﬁed. :

Preston sald though Canada
started continued gas export to
the US back In the fifties under
a 30-year "surplus approach”
policy, the export quantum was
not very huge as Canada priori-
tised domestic market.

In the early eighties,
Canada’s gas production re-
mained stagnant at two trillion
cubic feet (tcf) a year and the ex-
ort stood at one TCF. Canada
1as a gas reserve of 250 tcf.

The envoy said at that time,
the US was eager to secure a re-
liable energy supply, while on
the trade front, Canada was ex-
periencing many disputes with
it. There were political debates
in Canada on how best to deal
with the US and whether the gas
policy should focus more on
market than on surplus.

"We almed to balance our
trade and our energy interests,
seeking to maximise both,” the
high commissioner said. In
1987, Canada moved to a mar-
ket-based procedure for natural
gas and signed fresh deals with

Gas: Big brothers

US and US-Mexico NAFTA. By
mid-90s, the people accepted
that benefits flowed from these
agreements,

“Now Canada's trade with
the US is up by 80 per cent after
five years of NAFTA," he sald,
“US Investment in Canada (s up
by 63 per cent while Canada has
become the second largest in-
vestor in the US.”

Canadian gas exporl to the
US Increased from 740 billion
cublic feet a year in 1986 (o 3.1
tef in 98, he saild.

Aziz Khan in his paper on
Power Solution for Bangladesh
advocated creating a level play-
ing field for participation of
Bangladeshi Investors in the
rne::F_y seclor.

“The biggest benefit of in-
volvln% the local Investor is
that the government would
have to pay them back in local
currency and not in dollars.”

He stressed promoting ‘small
decentralised power plants’
across the country which were
very cost effective in the long
ruin.

While these small plants
needed less investment, these
also Involved less investment
in bullding power transmission
and distribution infrastructure
since these could be set up in
isolated areas.

Setting up a lot of small
power plants wherever there is
gas supply network would in-
crease gas consumption in the

country and push the per capita
energy consumption up leading
to over all development of the
country, Aziz Khan said.

To encourage local partici-
pation. he suggested that the en-
ergv related bids should be de-
signed to accommodate local
imvestors and give the same or
equivalent tax benefits enjoyed
by foreign companies.

From page |

that help polluting environ-
ment will continue at the rate ol
3750,

Duty on transfer decalco-
minia paper, used in melamine
and ceramic industry, has been
enhanced to 15 per cent from 5
per cent proposed earlier

With a view to protecting the
interest of local manufacturers.
Kibria proposed enhanced duty
on Mill Stones and Grinding
Stones.

To promote local produc-
tion, raw materials for dispos-

| able syringes and needles will

be given a concessionary duty
rate of 5 per cent

Kibria noted that a section of
unscrupulous businessmen mix
Kutch Gambia, the chemicals
used in leather industry, with

| catechu (Khair) and sell it in the

,market, affﬁ_cl.nlg*publi(* health

. and indigenous industry ol cat-

echu

So he proposed an upward
revision of duty to 15 per cent
from 5 per cent on Kutch Gam-
bia in public interest

To ensure proper quality ol
medicines, as urged by the
pharmaceutical industry peo-
ple. the duty on aluminum foil
a packing material, has been
proposed again at 5 per cent

In order to encourage syn-
thetic textile industry sector, he
proposed withdrawal of 15 pers
cent VAT and Advance Incoine
Tax on Pet Chips (Textile
filament grade) at import stage.

Withdrawal of 5 per cent
supplementary duty on Cold

S —

Five -yvear tax holiday

Rolled [CR) coil has been pro-

posed to harmonise duties on
CR and HR (Hot Roiied) coils
Some jute and rextile spares

which are locally mannlac-
tured. have heen oxchads d from
VAT exemption notification

and withdrawal of VAT exemp-
tion on silk yarn at import
stage has been proposed to pro-
tect domestic industries.

It is proposed that supple-
mentary duties on soap at pro-
duction stage be exempted while
the same on PFAD and soap
noodles increased to 20 per cent
at the import stage.

To remove tariff discrepancy
on glass sheets, 30 per cent sup-
plementary duty has also been
proposed for drawn and blown
glass sheets

Supplementary duty on four-
stroke three-wheelers has been
knocked dowmle ;20 per cgnt
from 100 per cendt donc f-dmém
demand from the association
concerned.

The Finance Minister pro-
posed that supplementary duty
on reconditioned pickup be in-
creased to 15 per cent from 5 per
cent as the government wants to
discourage its import.

To cushion plastic industry
he proposed to reduce supple-
mentary duty on PVC resin
from 10 per cent to 5 per cent.

e Finance Minister placed
in parliament a Tk 42859 crore
budget for 2000-2001 [ixing a
revelniue largel of Tk 24198
crore. It will be passed today
with the revised fiscal mea-
sures

" Encroacher: Gulshan lake

!

From page |
kathas of public land has been
encroached upon by the resi-
dent.

There was confusion about
the owner of the house. Some-
one said It b[‘lﬂ!l%t‘d to Mah-
mudur Rahman who had been
an active member of the "Save
the Gulshan lake ™ campaign.
But a representative of the
house told the officials that the
plot belonged to Rahman's sis-
ter-in-law Nilufar Mostopha.

As the kanungo and officials
moved on to the next plot to re-
cover 4.5 kathas of encroached
land, a representative of Lutfur
Rahman, the owner, produced a
Rajuk approved plan.

After securing the public
land. Rajuk official wondered
how Plan No. 3C-622/2000/403
was approved by the Authorised
Officer on June 6 while Rajuk
was having a claim over the
plot. When asked. the Autho-
rised Officer told the Daily Star
that there was no embargo on
the approval of the plan

Another problem surfaced
when Rajuk and PWD oflicials
came to a large open plot at the
junction of roads 119 and 120,
which was constructod recently

after earth-tilling ol the lake
Rajuk oflicials said the plot did
not have any holding number
and it was raised by earth fill-
ing to make the walkway. Bul
an inmate of the house identify-
ing himself as Nazimuddin
Nasir said his brother
Forkanul Islam, an engineer,
would be able to show docu-
ments of the plot.

“This plot belongs to minis-
ter Saber Hossain Chowdhury,”
he told the waiting officials and
journalists.

Nearby, the team removed
several bamboo-made struc-
tures on the lake as it waited for
Forkanul Islam to arrive from
HR Bhaban in Kakrail.

Just then, Rajuk’'s kanungo
Mizanur Rahman told the re-
porters that the plot belonged to
Saber Hossain Chowdhury's
wife Rehana Hossain Chowd-
hury.

“She bought It from the orig-
mal allottee of Rajuk, and the
holding number is 2a.” Mean-
while. Rajuk officials started
ywitting pillars to demarcate
1alt nlgllw plot. When asked
how they knew the size of the
plot without seeing the papers,

|

)

the officials kept mum. The
team then moved on to other
premises nearby.

An inmate of plot-104 on
road 104, a man in his [lilties
claiming to be a former ambas-
sador, refused to let the recov-
ery team inside his premises.
Rajuk’s document showed that
he had encroached upon 2.5
kathas of land. The ‘former
amnbassador’ however failed to
produce any document and
pleaded for time. The Rajuk of-
ficials asked him to produce the
documents by Sunday.

Rajuk intends to build a
walkway along the lake alter
the recovery drnive is ovel
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From page
desh. Morocco and Turkey are
vying to replace Ezeddine
Laraki of Morocco, whose four-
vear terin expires at the end ol
December.

Syed Hamid said talks were
continuing on the sidelines of
the conference and there were
“ways of resolving™ the issue.
He declined to elaborate

The post rotates between
Asia, the Arab world and Alrica
and it is the turn of the Asian
group. which includes Turkey,
to produce a leader.

Turkey's candidate Yasar
Yakis has lobbied hard for sup-
port as Ankara seeks more
clout in the Muslim world. "We
want to show that secularism
and Islam can co-habit,” Yakis
said this month,.

The others are Morocco's
former foreign minister Abde-
lonahed Belkeziz and Bangla-
deshi parliament speaker
Humayun Chowdhury.

Syed Hamid said an eco-
nomic committee has ndo‘)lrd
Malaysia's proposal to push for
reforms to the intérnational fi-
nancial architecture. A resolu-
tion will be forwarded to all the
ministers on Friday.

Malaysia accuses currency
speculators of triggering the
Asfan financial crisis and says
it will not abandon its selective
capital controls until there are
international regulations to
rein them in,

The committee also agreed
on a Malaysian reconuuenda-
tion to boost the multilateral
trading system and approved a
proposal by Bahrain to enhance
economic ties among OIC mem-
bers, he said.
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