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From Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA, June 28 Two
skeletons of a dead man was
stolen by a group of organised
thieves from the graves of vil-
lage Kashimari in Shyamnagar
thana recently.

Local people said, Abul Hos-
sain, 35, and Moksed Ali, 25,
both of village Kashimari in
Shyamnagar thana wire killed
by lightning two years back.
T?‘;E}' were buried in two sepa-
rate graves. Recently, a group
of Drsanlscd miscreants are en-
gaged In stealing the skeletons
of the deceaseds who were Killed
by lightning.

Girl raped

One 11l-year-old girl was
raped by a group of miscreants
here at Patkelghata in Tala up-
azila recently.

Local people said, the 11-
vear-old victim of village Ko-
morpur in Keshabpur upazila
of Jessore district while return-
ing home from her maternal
uncle's house at Dumuria in
Khulna district was raped by a

roup of miscreants led by
E{hekml. son of Prashanta Roy
of village Barabila in Tala up-
azila. The miscreant caught her
and took to an abandon house
where they raped her one after
another. Later on the villagers
rescued her in a pool of blood.
They admitted her in a local
clinic.

The miscreants have been
threatening her parents not to
file case in this regard.

Student
drowns

One student was drowned in
the River Marichchap near at
Bairampur in Assassuni thana
recently.

The victim was identified as
Abdul Wadud., 16, son of
Aftabuddin of village Bairampur
in Assassuni thana.

Evewitnesses said, three
friends including the victim were
walking by the side of the river
and at one stage the victim
wished to cross the river
swimming. While he tried to do
so at one stage he drowned.
Later on the villagers rescued
the body froni the river
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at a Rangpur upazila
Sanction needed for installation of tubewells at Pirgachha

From Mozammel Hagq

RANGPUR, June 28: Water of
many tubewells in this district
have been contaminated with
arsenic.

Many people have already
been attacked with arsenic re-
lated diseases drinking water of
these tubewells. But they are be-
ing deprived of proper treat-
ment as the government is yet
to provide adequate treatment
facilities to arsenic victims.

The Department of Public
Health Engineering (DPHE) is
vet to conduct any survey (o de-
tect the number of arsenic af-
fected persons here.

Five thousand families of
four villages under Kandi union
of Pirgachha upazila have been
facing an acute scarcity of ar-
senic-free water which is the
crying need of the hour. They
are passing their days in great
panic now. Many of them are
compelled to drink water of red-
marked tubewells while others
procure tubewell water from
distant places facing many
hazards.

In June 1998, 12 members of
two families at Pathak Shikar
village had been detected ar-
senic related diseases. They had
been identified as Mafizul, 20,
Hasina, 10. Momtaz Ali, 35,
Karim Mia, 30, Majran, 495,
Mariam, 35, Asadul, 38,
Shahidul, 40, Menajuddin, 45,
Hussain All, 48, Noor Islam, 16,
Rahim, 35. Rafiqul, 25, Nazrul,
30, and Tota, 34.

However, the Deputy Civil
Surgeon of Rangpur told The
Daily Star that no fresh attacks
of the disease have been re-
ported. He admitted that acute
scarcity of arsenic-free water is
prevailing in the affected area.

A spokesman of DPHE said
that they had already sealed 52
tubewells at Pathak Shikhar,
Dadan. Chapra and Purbo
Pathak Shikhar villages under
Kandi union. They have in-
stalled five new tubewells while
14 new tubewells are being in-
stalled in the current fiscal
year. He said that 30 more
tubewells are needed to meet the
CAABH “of Sancton’ from
the higher authorities. installa-
tion works of the tubewells
could not be started.

The Deputy Civil SHTFEDI]
hoped that the activities ol ar-

Bakhrabad Gas Systems Limited
(A Company of Petrobangla)

senic itigation project wonld
start within a short period

UNB from Jhalakathi says:
Excessive quantum of arsenic
has been detected In the waters
of many shallow tubewells in
the rural areas of Jhalakathi
district.

There are about 6,000 shal-
low tubewells across the district
most of which are feared to be
arsenic contaminated.

About three lakh people are
using these tubewells. Publie
Health Engineering Depart-
ment Is yet to fully start the
survey on arsenic contamina-
tion in water.

Jhalakathi Development
Soctety (JDS), an NGO, under
the emergency screening pro-
gramme conducted a test on
water of over 100 both shallow
and deep tubewells at down-
town, Gagon, Sanjoypur and Ut-
tam Nagar villages of Sadar up-
azila recently.

The survey found the pres-
ence of arsenic beyond the per-
missible limit in many tube-
wells water. They also sealed a
number of shallow and deep
tubewells, said Muhammad
Shah Alam Khalifa, director ol
the NGO.

Officials of Public Health
Engineering Department were

present during the conductin
ol test. The survey report of JD
has already been sent to
ICDDR,B Dhaka. 3
During the survey they also

found Wazed All Sikder, Monir

Hossain, Jalal Sikder, his wife
Liza Begum, Motiar Rahman
and Nupur of Gagon village and
Josna Begum of Uttam Nagar
affected by arsenic related dis-
CAases,

Of the victims, condition of
Jalal was stated to be critical.
His palms were affected badly.

The NGO identified the con-
taminated tudewells with red
marks and advised the local
people not to use Its water. Poor
and Ignorant villagers, how-
ever, continue to use the-con-
taminated water defying the
advice, '

UNB from Sylhet reports:
Five local NGOs started fleld
level work in 11 unions of Go-
lapganj upazila in Sylhet dis-
trict under a massive pro-
gramme to eliminate arsenic
contamination in water.

As part of the nine-month
programme that began on June
1, the field workers will visit
door-to-door to make the vil-
lagers aware of arsenlc conse-
quences and constitute groups
among the beneficiaries.

The %:'mlpﬂ will trafn the vil-
lagers the method of eliminat-
Ing arsenle from water.

A preliminary survey coi-
ducted last year in the upazila
detected arsenic in 2,000 tube-
wells, of which 500 were found
contaminated with arsenie be-
yond tolerable level.

BSS from Comilla reports:
The two-day media workshop of
Arsenic Mitigation Pro-

rammes concluded at Comilla
RAC auditorium on June | 1.

The workshop was organised
by Comilla Press Club, with the
cooperation of UNICEF and
NGO Communica, sixty-eight
local journalists from greater
Comilla, Noakhali and Chit-
tagong participated in the
workshop.

UNICEF representative
Chinmoy Mutsuddy, Shirin
Akhter, Shafiqul Islam, Com-
muinifca Representative Amish
Barua, Comilla Press Club Pres-
ident Golam Mustafa Chowd-
hury spoke in the inaugural
session.

A field visit of the partici-
pants was held at Kachua Up:
azila in Chandpur District,
Grameen Bank has already
been working there In the
Kachua Upazila area to supply
pure drinking water

JESSORE, June 28:The law
and order situation have
marked a steady record ol
progress during the last 14
months from April, 19989 to
May. 2000.

‘According to police, the
number of crimmes of this period
was 613 which was less than
that of the same period of the
previous year.

The total number of crimes
during the period was 2,659
while that of the previous yeai
was 3.272

Police recovered a total of
09 unauthorised arms and 451
ammunition from different
parts of the district in this pe-
riod and arrested 9,505 persons
allegedly involved in various

Cost of tender schedule (non-
refundable)

Printing Tk. 500.00 per set.

Tk. 500.000 per set.

3. Time limit of selling tender 09-7-2000 to 20-7-2000.
documents

4. Date & time of receiving tenders 23-7-2000 up to 12:00 Noon.

5. Date & time of opening tenders 23-7-2000 at 12:10 PM.
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2.5% of the quoted value.

a. BGSL, Head Office, Chapapur, Comilla.

b. BGSL, Sales Department, 137/A, CDA Avenue,
Sholashahar, Chittagong.

c. BGSL, Liaison Office, House No-3, Road No-
2/A, Banani, Dhaka-1213.
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'Crimes down in

From Atiur Rahman

crimes.

In an exclusive interview,
the Police Super of Jessore, MA
Roufl who joined here in April,
1999 told The Dally Star that
3,272 persons were arrested in
connection with court cases,
2,437 persons were arrested in
different cases, 2,924 persons
were arrested in executing court
warrant , 313 persons were ar-
rested as listed terrorists, 390
as notorious smugglers while
149 arrested in arms cases and
| 7 in explosive cases.

Detailing the crime position
of the period under review, the

MA Rouf

SP further told that 22 armed
robberies were committed
against 39 in pervious vear, 38
mugging incidents against 47 in
previous year.

He also informed that one
person was killed in riot while
in the previous year there was
no casualty in rioting.

He also informed that there
were 35 rape incidents in this
period, against 58 in pervious
vear. Ninety-seven women were
tortured in this period while
179 women were tortured in
previous vear.

He admitted that during this

Jessore

period two children were (Or-
tured while it was nil In previ-
ous \ear.

Abductions during this pe-
riod were 15 against 30 in pre-
vious vear and incidents ol car
lifting were 50 against 45 in
previous year, he said.

Giving list of illegal arms re-
covery by police, the SP told
that a total of 209 arms and 451
ammunition were recovered
during this period

Incidentally a total of 827
gang leaders surrenderedialong
with 227 armns in July last vear

While drawing his attention
to a nunmber of lead stories pub-
lished recently in dillerent
dailies regarding regrouping ol
outlawed party activitists. the
SP told that before the jpolice
crackdown in Jessore in April.

1999 the district was a den of
outlawed party activistsland
professional terrorists. |
Murder, extortioh, rape and
hijacking were regular /phe-
nomena in this district. Er(n the
picture has changed ElfIJI the
police crackdown.

He asserted that contfolling
crime is no hard job forjmem-
bers of the law enforcinglagen-
cies. It needed deternugation
and planning. He also sakl that
we have sufficient
courage and manpower Lojcuun-
bat any situation within the

countrv. He does not llll(it'_*r;‘ﬁ{'d[][.'l "
nat be |

controlled and wrongdoers) can |

whyv the ecrimes can

not be brought to book. '

He, however, said that the
leaders of student wing ofithe
ruling party have become prob-
lems for the administration 1o
maintain the law and order sit-
uation and ensure public seeu-
rity. :

Briefing The Daily Stdr
Rouf said that the overall law
and order situation was nol
grave in the entire distric!

strength,

THAKURGAON, June 258: A
meeting of Thakurgaon Science
and Technology University
Implementation Committee
was held at the Press Club here
recently, reports BS5,

The meeting hailed Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina's re-
cent commitment that only
agricultural subjects will be
taught in two science and tech-
nology universities, out of 12.

The Prime Minister made
this declaration during her
meeting with Professor A K
Azad Chowdhury. Vice Chancel-
lor of Dhaka University and
President of Bangladesh Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of
Science (BAAS).

In the light of this declara-
tion, the meeting urged the
Prime Minister to transform
Dinajpur Haji Mobhammad
Danesh Science and Technology
University into a full-fledged
agriculture university for the

hAppeal to turn Haji
Danesh Varsity into
I-varsity

advancement of agricultural
research and socio-economic
development of the farmers ol
the northern region of the
country.

The meeting also urged the
Prime Minister to set up the
proposed Science and Technol;
ogy University, meant for
greater Dinajpur district, at
Thakurgaon, as there is no such
highest seat of learning in this
district.

The meeting was presided
over by Convenor of the impler
mentation committee advocat|
F A Mohammad Hossain. Ol
ers who spoke in the meeting
were Alhaj Fazlul Karim, Pr¢l
Mirza F I Alamgir, Principnl
Syed Merajul Hossain, Md
Akhtar Hossain Raja, Genepl
Secretary, Thakurgaon Fress
Club, Abu Torab Manik andM
Modasser Hossain. Presidept,
Thakurgaon Chamber ol Cgn-
merce and Industries.
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Vice-chancellor of Agricultural University, Mymensingh
went
Research Project which is being conducted by jackfruit

researcher Prof Md ‘Azizul Haque in the university
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Flood situation
in 3 dists may
deteriorate

From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANY, June 28: Flood
situation in 10 upazilas of Sira-
jganj, Pabna and Bogra districts
is likely to take a serious turn
within three days.

ncessant rain and onrush of
hilly water have been ralsing
the water level of the rivers Ja-
muna and Padma day by day.
Low-lying areas of Kazipur,
Sirajganj sadar Belkuchi,
Chowhall and Shajahadpur,
upazilas, Sariakandi and
{)Lunm upazila of Bogra districl
and Pabna sadar and Bera
upazila of Pabna district have
heen submerged.

Water Development Board
(WDB) sources sald in 24 hours
ending 6 pm of Tuesday 30-cen-
{imentre water increase at Sira-
jganj point .

About 1.000 kutcha houses
of the aboveanentioned upazi-
las are under water. Flood pro-
tection embankments of
Dhunot, Kazipur and Shajadpur
areas are under threat and may
collapse at any time flooding
vast areas in Dhunot, Kazipur,
Sirajganj sadar and Shajadpur
upazilas and the adjoining ar-
cas,

The under-construction
spar, embankment of Kazipur
and newly-constructed ring
dam at Sonatoni under Shajad-
pur upazilas is under threat be-
cause of heavy current in the
mighty Jamuna.

Meanwhile, several villages
of Kazipur, Sirajganj Sadar,
Belkuchi, Chowhali and Sha-
jadpur of Sirajganj district,
Dhunot of Bogra, Bera and
Pabna sadar upazila of Pabna
district might be inundated due
to incessant rain and onrush of
hilly water since of three days.

Agriculture Extension De-
partment sources said about 50
thousand acres of croplands of
the above-mentioned upazilas
have been submerged.

Stipends
awarded

H}' Staff ('iu'l‘!'r|mll(|unt

Stipends were awarded re-
cently to 21 poor and meritori-
ous students of Teori Multipur-
pose High School in Ramganj
upazila of Luxmipur district on
behalf of Sirajul Hug-Feroza
Khatun Memorial Trust.

The Trust was established
recently in names of noted edu-
cationist and founder-principal
of Luxmipur College late Alhaj
Sirajul Huq and his wife late
Feroza Khatun.

Aminul Islam, Deputy Direc-

tor General of Dhaka Match |

Factory distributed the stipends
and certificates as the chiel
uest while Muzaffar Ahmed
3huivan, chief .engineer of
Roads and Highways Depart-
ment, noted industrialist and
social worker Farid Ahmed
jhuiyan, renowned politician
and secretary of the Trust A Q
Mozammel Huq, general secre-
tary of Luxmipur Zila Associa-
tion advocate Safique Mahmud

Pintu, famous litterateur and
researcher Mirza Tarequl
Kader, vice-president of the

Trust Saleha Anwar, ex-chair-
man of union parisad Abdul
Motaleb Mia and former stu-
dent Abul Kashem were special
guests.

Abul Kashem, headmaster ol
the school and Saleh Ahmed,
joint convenor of ex-students
association delivered the wel-
come address.

Late Principal Sirajul Huq
who was born at village Teori
founded Teori Multipurpose
High School in 1960 and other
ciluncational institations ul-
chdiog mosqgue and madrassa.

Separate icidents
Kill 4 1n Sirajean)
From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, June 98. Four
persons were Killed in separat
incitlents in two days

Lhiree of them were Ll ! in
ligaluing at Raiganj ng ! A1)
Frilay

Flve victinns were wientihed

as Hannan. 16, son ol Abdus
Sdtar, Chameli, 15, daughten
of Shamsul Hoque ol Baro Mo-
hani' village. Thev met the
tragit end of their lives when
ligltning struck while they
wdr on their way home during
heavy rainfall.

AU Dadpur village Abdul
Khaleque: 22, was also Kkilled
by Ightning during downpour

o | another incident one
leater of Sirajganj Motor
Sramik Union died after taking
phensidyl and country made
liquor at Moyenuddin Memo-
rial Hospital in the town.

The victim was identified as
Akhtaruzzaman (Alok) ol
Masimpur Mohollah. Hospital
sonrces said on Tuesdayv he took
Indian made phensidyl and
conntry’ made wine at a time
auc he met the tragic end of his
lile,

However, family sonvces al-
leocd that negligenee ol doctors
e bt e ahie canse ol has death

Two Mubarakgan;
Sugar Mills
officials sued

Form Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH. Juue 28 Two
senior officials of MhQ;]fﬂkﬂan]

Sugar Mills n Jhenidsah dis-

trict wereisued by the Bureau of

Anti-carruption for their -

leged Involvement in nuisaps,

propriation of factory fund.
Deputy General Manager

(DGM) Nowsher All and Deputy

Manager (DM} Sushil Kumaf,

Shingha were sued for nusags

propriating over Taka 90 thy-
sand, according Lo sources. s
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Sharif wants to be a civil servant

From Our Correspondent

FENI. June 2#: Sharif Billah Roll No.
3430036 of Feni Kamal Ataturk Model High
School secured ninth position in the com-
bined merit list from Humanithis Group in
the SSC examination under Comilla Board
this year. He obtained 804 markes with four
letters.

Sharif is grateful to his teachers and par-
ents for his good result. His father Fardus
Blllah is a teacher of Kamal Ataturk Model
High School of Dagonbhyian upazila while
his mother a housewife.

Sharif wants to become a civil servant. He seeks blessings of

all

Naogaon Municipality budget

NAOGAON, June 28: The Chairman of Naogaon Municipality
Alhaj Akhter Ahmed Siddigue has announced the 2000-200]
year budget at his official chamber recently. reporis BSS.

The income from revenue and development are fixed at Tk 4
crore 34 lakh 10 thousand 890 while expenditure are fixed Tk 4
crore 9 lakh 9 thopsand 7 hundred in the budget. Income will
come from taxes, licenses, hats, bazars, bus stand, municipal
markets and others while expenditure will be for establish-
ments, education, health, roads, culverts, drainage, religious,
culture, constructing markets and repairing and other pur-
poses. This new budget has given most priority to the develop-
ment works.

Imprisoned candidate wins by-poll

TANGAIL, June 28: An imprisoned candidate was unoffi-
cially declared chairman in the by-election of Baghil Union
Yarishad in Sadar upazila on Tuesday, reports UNB.

Awami League supporter Motiur Rahman Montu bagged
4.797 votes while his nearest rival BNP leader Abu Sayed 4,560
votes. The by-election was held following the killing of the
chairman of the UP, S M Salamat Ullah Majnu on May 5. The
newly-elected chairman Montu is one of the main accused of the

murder case. Monto was sent to jail when he appeared before the
court on June 5. 2

Canal digging project

BARGUNA, June 28: In an effort to bring a vast tract of land
under Irrigation network the government has undertaken two
projects to excavate two canals in Betagi upazila at a cost of Tk
52 lakh, reports UNB.

Tk 40 lakh was allocated for the Jalisha Kaunia canal and
Tk 12 lakh for Mayarhat canal, official sources said. Local Gov-
ernment Engineering Department is implementing the project
under the financial assistance from donor agency DANIDA.
Eighty per cent work of the projects have already been com-
pleted and the rest is likely to be finished soon. After the suc-
cessful completion of the projects some 5.000 hectares of land
will come under irrigation facilities.

LLoan disbursed

BOGRA, June 28: Social Wellare Department disbursed Tk 11
crore interest-free loans among the people during the last 26
years, reports UNB.

The department disbursed the loan under its poverty allevia-
tion programme to generate self-employment opportunities in
754 villages of 11 upazilas of district since 1974. The loans were
utilised in poultry and dairy farming. cattle rearing, purchase
of rickshaw van, cottage industries and pisciculture. The de-
partment took 10 per cent service charge from the borrowers.

Woman, 2 daughters killed

GOPALGANJ, June 28: A woman and her two daughters were
chopped to death by her husband at Charbhatpara village in
Kashiani upazila on Sunday night, reports UNB.

Police said the killer Laxman Kumar Bhoumik, 35. follow-
ing a family feud murdered his wife Suchitra, 30, two daughters
Mousumi, 5, and Krishna, 3. while they were sleeping on the
fateful night. Local people said that uneasy situation was pre-
vailing in the family as both the husband and wife accused ‘each
other for extramarital relations with others. Police arrested the
killer husband and sent the bodies to Sadar hospital morgue for
autopsy. Gopalganj police super visited the spot. |
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Prof Md Nazimuddin, chairman, Board of Intermediate and
Secondary Education speaking as the chief guest at the
certificate awarding ceremony of the UK-Bangladesh
Education Trust in Sylhet recently. Fifty-six teachers of
different educational institutions were awarded the
certificates. — Star photo

@ Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy

Segunbagicha, Ramna, Dhaka-1000

Urgent Tender Notice for
Purchase New Microbus

Scaled tenders are hereby invited from bonafide importers

/manufacturers/car trading establishments approved by the
government for purchasing a new 9 (nine) seated white colour
(petrol fuelled) microbus under a project titled Extension ot
Activities Related to Arts and Arrangements of Mobile
Exhibition of Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy. Schedule
containing terms and conditions and rules and regulations for
purchasing microbus can be purchased on payvment of Taka
750/- (seven hundred fifty) in cash (non-retfundable) from the
Accounts Section of the Academy tll 5-7-2000 on any
working day during otfice hours. Tenders will have to be
submitted in the tender box Kept at the Administration
Building of the Academy by 12-00 Noon on 6-7-2000.
Tenders received will be opened on the same day at 12-30

PM before the tenderers present (if anyone remains present).
No schedule will be sold on the day of opening tender.

VAT registration certificate. TIN number, trade licence,
distributorship/dealership/agency certificate, list of the
¢stablishments where cars have been supplied during the last
S years and the carnest money at the rate of 2.5% of the
quoted cost in the form of Pay Order/Bank Draft from any
scheduled bank approved by the government in favour of the
"Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy” will have to be enclosed
with tender.

The authority reserves the power to accept any tender or
reject all tenders without assigning any reason.
Subir Chowdhury
Director
rt Division.
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