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Women in Development and National
Planning: Sensitisation Needed

A two-pronged strategy is suggested for effective integration of 'Women in Development'
into the ‘National Development' process. The strategy is based on the premise of
raising/creating awareness about women’s empowerment needs and scope among the
planners/decision makers as well as among the beneficiaries of such empowerment.

by Dr K B Sajjadur Rasheed

IVE vears after the 1995
Bel{lng World Conference
on Women. the UN has met
to review and assess ‘Beijing
Plus Five' status on gender
equality. A 180-page report on
“The World's Women 2000" re-
leased by the UN Statistics Di-
vision has recorded a mixed
Ein:lure of progress in the 1995
t‘ilini‘. Declaration. and nnder-
scored that gender equality still
remains a distant dream. This
assessment s valid for
Bangladesh too, where the pace
of progress In mainstreaniing
women in the development pro-
cess or Women in Development
(WID) capability has been nei-
ther remarkable nor steady. A
large number of promises and
ledges have been made here,
ut have not been matched with
actions. In other words, the WID
scenario is long on rhetoric, but
short on actions.

The low social, economic
and legal status of women in
Bangladesh is not the result of
any historical accident, rather
it is the cumulative result of a
skewed social process that is
conditioned by bigotry, tradi-
tion and inequitable customn. It
Is nearly 25 years since we had
observed the International
Women's Year, but the progress
toward gender parity Is far from
satisfactory. Women have con-
tinued to endure endless politi-
cal rhetoric, social shenanigan
and economic marginalisation.
It is also ironic that women
themselves have often assisted
in mstitntonalising discrimi-
nation through their actions
which fix the idea of iuferior
status among the girl children
Part of the responsibility 1ol
slow progress in enhancing WID
capability also lies with some
of the women's advocacy groups
wlhiose main preoccupations are
festive rallies and symposiums
(largely lor media attention)
rather than focussing on im-
plementation-oriented agenda
ol actions.

The concept of WID has been
accepted in principle by the
Government of Bangladesh
with a view to raising the status
of women in society. Yet, the
successive Five Year Plans have
not adequately articudated
policies. strategies and imple-
mentable actions in order to
translate the WID concept into
reality and integrate it with the
national planning mechanismn.
The policy stateénlents of vari-
ous ministries-envisaged a sec-
ondary role for women — not as
equal partners with men in the
economic maiunstream. In the
first three Five Year Plans. con-
Scious policy attempts to main-
stream wonen in the develop-
ment process and mininnze

thefr poverty were lacking or
Lalt licarted, The First IFive
Yeoar Pl 1 1973-78) focussed on
the rehabilitation of war al-
fected women and merely up-
held the traditional child-bear-
ing and child rearing roles of
women. The Second gf-‘iw Year
Plan (1980-85) recognized needs

Mor skill development and in-

come generating opportunities
for womnen. but resource alloca-
tions to meet such goals were
not commensurate with the
needs. The Third Five Year Plan
(1985-90) had included in its ob-
jectives the reduction of gender
disparity, vet, at the end of the
Plan period, very little attain-
ment of that goal was notice-
able. The Fourth (1990-95) and
the Fifth (1997-2002) Five Year
Plans placed women within the
macro framework focussing
more on the development of
poor and disadvantaged
women. Nonetheless, verifiable
tangible results of the pro-
cliimed goals/objectives in the
Plans are at best sub-optimal.

Beside the Plan commit-
ments, the. government has
taken several policy actions to
eusure wonien's empowermeiit
as a follow-up of the Beijing
World Conference on Women. /
National Policy for Women's
Advancement (NPWA) was
adopted in 1997 with one of the
goals stated as “elimination of
all forms of discrimination
against women and girls.” How-
ever. Bangladesh, in its ratili-
cation of the UN Convention of
the Elimination of all forims of
iscrimination Against
Women (UNCEDAW), had ex-
paessed reservations to certain
articles, dealing with family,
marriage, custody and eradica-
tion of discrimination. Without
full endorsement and imple-
mentation of the UNCEDAW,
the goals of NPWA will remain
truncated. The reservations to
parts of the UNCEDAW are ret-
rogressive and contradictory
because the Constitution ol
Bangladesh specifically lavs
down principles and commit-
mei1ls to ensure gender equity
and equal rights for men and
woinen through Articles 10. 19,
27. 28 and 29.

Following the Beijing Con-
ference’'s Platforin For Action
(PFA). Bangladesh has prepared
a National Action Plan [(NAP)
for the implementation of the

PFA. The NAP incudes in its ob- .

jectivesithe translation of the
policy statements contained in
the NPWA into specific pro-
gramme and project compo-
nents. The ultimate goal is Lo
incorporate the gender dimen-
sion i development planming
with a view to attaining gender

equality. o order to strengthen
WID capability . the Ministry ol
Women and Children Allairs
(MO C AL s designated as the
lead agency lor women's devel-
opment. But, the MoWCA does
not have any specific overrld-
ing aullmritr over policy ac-
tions on gender issues made by
other ministries. WID Focal
Points were {déntified in 32
ministries /divisions by the
MoWCA in 1996: the nature and
content of output from such fo-
cal points in addressing gender
concerns at the national level
are unknown or unclear. Exam-
ples of yawning gaps between
commitments and actions are
found in almost all ministries.
The NAP specifies (for the im-
plementation of the PFA) activ-
ities In the programmes of all
ministries for social, economic
and legal empowerment of
womern. To cite instances from
the Ministries of Agriculture.
Fovironment and Health, one
can highlight such proposed ac-
tivities as ensuring “women s
right to land.” "Women’'s right
lo waterbodies”, and “equal
rights of inheritance irrespec-
tive of gender”. It is common
knowledge that little or no
progress ﬁﬂ.‘i been made in these
sectors.

A principal reason for the
lack of WID integration into na-
tional planning rrm‘vxs is the
absence ol gender sensitivity
among the policymakers and
implementing personnel — both
at the national and local levels.
fhis is true for bureaucrats as
well as elected representatives
The age-old traditional mindset
acts as a brake on gt'llli(‘l’ ell-
lightenment among those who
are responsible for planning
and implementing schemes.

A two-pronged strategy is
suggested for ellective integra-
tion of WID into the national
development process. The strat-
egy is based on the premise ol
raising/creating awareness
about women's empowermenit
needs and scope among the
planners/decision makers as
well as among the beneficiaries

ol such empowerment. WID
shionld be the concern for all
<ot toral ministries, while the

VMoWCA should only play a cat-
alhvtic fand not exclusive) role in
implementing the NAP.

(One of the two above men-
tioned strategies relates to de-
veloping skills and competency
— through training+-= amaojgae
statl (both men and women| ol
all ministries in order to sensi-
tise them on gender issues and
perspectives. The NAP has
listed this as one of the several
strategies, though specific for-
mats have not vet been concre-
tised. Such training to effect

gender sensitisation should
also he arranged for the Mem-
bers of Parliament (including
women NMPs) as well as elected
officials of local governments.

The second strategy Involves
a policy decision ro incorporate
mechanism in the Planning
Commission to screen all de-
velopment . schemes in order to
make them gender-friendly. It
should receive the same prior-
ity and importance as do the
process of environmental
screening of all development
schemes. The officials of the
Planning Commission should
be given orientation on gender
perspectives through training
as well as through a Manual o
Gender Sensitivily Assessimment
so that WID components receive
similar welghtage as environ-
mental issues get in environ-
mental screening.

Our universities and re-
search institutes can assist the
government in their training
programmes and manual de-
velopment. The University of
Dhaka has been in the forefront
in hmparting gender related
studies for quite some time.
Gender and women's studies
have been included in the cur-
riculum of the Departinent of
Geography and Environment
for over a decade. Similarly,
gender studies are also included
in the curricula of Soclology
and Anthropology, where the
course contents are largely ad-
dressed to the basic tenets of
their respective disciplines. On
the other hand, gender related
course in the Department of Ge-
ography and Environment have
been designed with broader vi-
sion. scope and applicability

The s include, inter alia,

themes on women's livelihood
and economic potential, their
role in natural resource utilisa-
tion, conservation and man-
agement, and analysis of wom-

en's differential social. cul-
tural, biological and economic
needs and aspirations. Wom-
en s studies are best developed
in a cross-disciplinary format,
and the university's different

disciplines which have gender

components in their curricula,

could pull their resources to-

gether to assist the government

in its efforts to sensitise the
policvimakers and implement-

ing stall. The WID programmes
in Bangladesh. however lauda-
tony o | meieghee b a4
hardly vield “tangible results

without active sensitisation of
the implementing Stalf on the
gender dimension

e writer is Prolessor 0/
Goography and Environnie nt at
the University of Dhaka

Water 1s the Key to Thirst for Peace

One salient fact overrides all others in the 21st century: Today’s six billion people X
projected to grow to eight billion within 25 years — must share the same amount of water
on this planet shared by less than one-sixth that many before the turn of the 19th
century, write Nobel Peace Prize recipients Mikhaill Gorbachev and Shimon Peres

S population grows,
coonomies develop and
megacities expand,

greater and greater demand will
be placed on freshwater sup-
plhics. Unlike a resource like oil,
for which coal, wind or nuclear
power can be an alternative,
w.iler has no substitute,

This condition can either be
A motor for peace, leading to
unprecedented cooperation 1o
manage supplies, or it can gen-
erate greater conflict, perhaps
even war In water-scarce re-
glons.

Unless we acknowledge this
crisls and take steps to head f{t
off, our future on a global scale
could look a lot like certain lo-
cales In the past when, 4,500
years ago, the city states of Lu-
gash and Umma went to war
over irrigation rights along the
Tigris River.

Indeed, in our tiine, we are
already witnessing outbreaks
among farmers fighting over
resources from Cochabamba,
Bolivia, to Canvery, India.

And if nothing is done in the
next 10 to 15 years. the thirst
for peace in the dry and volatile
Middle East may revert to a bel-
ligerent fight over water.

- A glance at a world map con-
veys the erroneous impression
that there could hardly be a wa-
ter problem. But 97 per cent of
Earth’'s water is in the sea and
very expensive to desalinate.
Two per cent is locked in the po-
lar ice-caps.

Subtracting the amount lost
to floods. evaporation, inacces.
sible regions and contamina-
tion, that leaves a mere 0.1 per
cent of global water resources to
sustfain billlons of us in the
coming century

It is true that this limited
Ireshwater is a renewable re-
source: in principle it can be
fully recveled and reused. Bul
contamination beyvond repalr
dhiminishes even what is avail-
able in limited quantities

Much of the world relies o1l
natural underground aquifers

for freshwater. Yet, we are
rapidly using those reserves,
digging ever deeper wells (like
those In northern Syria) and
lowering water tables in every
continent, Some alarmed Chi-
nese leaders have even sug-
ested moving their capital
ﬁ'mn Beijing because ol chronic
water shortages.

More than half the major
rivers in the world are going dry
or are su polluted they endanger
the Licaltl of those depending
on then In 1998, 25 million
people fled thelr homes because
of water crises In river basins—
a far higher number than
refugees from war in that same
period. Have we already forgot-
ten the floods In Mozambique
arlifer this year or In
Poangladesh?

In the developing world,
roughly a quarter of the popula.
tioni—or 1.3 billion people—does
not have access to clean water
More than twice that number
almost three billion people,
lack proper sanitation. causing
millions of deaths each year—
mainly as a result of children
drinking contaminated water.

More than anywhere else,
the Middle East exemplifies the
perils and possibilities created
by the water crisis. Turkey, In
the far north, is blessed with
abundant water supplies. As the
rivers run down Into Syria and
on into Jordan and Israel, how-
ever. there Is scarcely enough
water for the present popula-
tion of the Jordan Valleyv. And
if current trends continue, this
population will double in the
next 20 years.

Already, the lIsraeli rate of
usage of water per acre for irri-
gating crops is just 30 per cent
of that used by US agriculture
Still, Israel uses far more water
than the Palestinians who, on
the verge of realising the dream
ol their own state, nonetheless
e "a dry peace.

In the past 10 vears the
ous states in the Middl

velll

L’,ci“\]‘

have spent bilbons (o acquire
arms instead ol hH“f“Ilg willer
|1I|H'|IIIE!~ or “IHIIII}.{ wavs 10
conserve, clean and use water
more efficlently on a shared,
regional basis.

We all know that deserts cre-
ate poverty, and that poverty of-
ten leads to war—especially
when evervone is armed to the
teeth But missiles in an armed
desert can't carry water any
more than minefields can stop
pollution from crossing bor
(lers

The alternative to another
round of conllict, this time over
water instead of land, Is coop-
cration. Desalinisation or joint
nlnlt.tFt'nH'IH is cheaper than
launching wars for rivers

Recently, Green Cross Inter-
national., supported by the
Veres Institate [or Peace., has
launched a joint effort 1o en-
couragse cooperation among all

stakeholders by finding a un%
(O MmManaye wWale'r un o reglona

basis

Such an effort is especially
critical for Israel. Jordan and
the Palestinians, who must get
walter fromn the same aquifers
In March, Jordan’s King Abdul-
lah, Israel's President Ehud
Barak and the Palestinian Au-
thority’s President Yasser
Arafat all announced supporl
for this initiative

In the long term. of course,
any settlement of the water is-
sue would have to include Svria
and Lebanon. which will hope-
fillv be brought into the process
sooner rather than later

Overall, we are optimistic
about the prospects for coopera-
tion in the Middle East. This
should be an example for other
areas, from the Parana Rio de la
Plata in South America to the
Nile River Basin in Africa
More than 300 water basins in
the world are shared by two or
more countries — all of which
will have Lo work oul [-:‘-I“i'lln .
nentary arrangements

On the international level
several proposals have been set

lorth that will help cncourage
regional cooperation, case cof-
flict and offer a peacefnl and
sustainable solution 1o the
problems of water scarcity and
pollution

Green Cross International,
which promotes Infternational
mediation to prevent water con-
flicts and encourages integrated
basin management, has pro-
posed the creation of water-
conrse management authorities
jOr cCritic H% international
basins. with the authority and
tools 1o hinplement regional de-
cislons

| ie legitimacy of such re-
gional bodies derives from a
new concept made necessary by
21st-century realities: Like lib-
erty and the right to a liveli-
hood, access to clean, safe water
should be regarded as a human
right

LS Secretary of OState
Madeleine Albright has also re-
cently proposed a worldwide
water allifance to keep neigh-
bouring countries from fightln%
over walter, Instead of a forma
Nato-like structure, the water
alliance would be open to those
countries and governments that
“understand the urgency of
working together 1o conserve
trans-boundarv water. inanage
it wiscly and use it well” h
We support these proposals
important steps in a new
awarcness that the planet's
most precions resource nnist be
husbanded ju the 218t centuary.

If this can be
translated into a political prac-
lice of rr;r»}jr-j.jt]nu instead of
coutlict, humanity as a whole
will have reached a new water-
shed for peace

a5

l‘l'&'—rtllllll' b

Mikhall Gorbachetr was the
last President of the Soviet
Union and heacds the In-
lernational Green Cross anel
Prime Minister
1S currently Min-

nou
lormer Israeli
u\,i'rf”,r,r‘ ]rF"'_l'",
of Reqgional Cooperation. |
Sunday Star)
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The Embarrassing Secret Sue Torr
Kept from Her Husband

Britain ranks among the world's top ten countries in the UN's ‘quality of lif¢
of 99 per cent. But the table conceals an embarrassing sccret
a simple sentence. Gemini News Service reports on a cycle

parents to children.

index, with a literacy rating
seven million Britons cannot read or write
of deprivation that

tends to be passed from

LIS story 1S not about
a1 il vou are able to read
Lhien vou are not ok
o anillions of illiterate o

jle in the world.

Nor are yvou one of the seven
miulhen functionally illiterate
Peoy 1 Britain

That statistic means that
one in live Britons over the age

s

Jennifer Leask writes from London

of 15 cannot read well « nouglh
for example, to find the word
“plumiber in a telephone dires
tTory

For most, such as Sue o
It Ineans a lile of subterluge as
they try to avoid revealing the
mability to read and write

HE world famous Harnvard

University has a sprawl-

ing campus in Boston,
USA. It appeared a bit crowed
withh enthusiasts on April 5
last. Sheikh Hasina. Prime
Minister of Bangladesh. was 10
take part in a public address at
the John F Kennedy School of
Government. Institute of Poli-
tics of the university at six in
the evening. The programme
was jointly organized by a
number of reputed institutions
of the University. The audito-

riuin - was hlled with students
from various couantries, mostly
from South Asia. Evervbody

was eagerly awaiting the arrival
of the h*'JI]nlI[’HE]t‘ Prime
Minister of Bangladesh. | was
thrilled at the prospect ol
hearing the speech of our
leader as | was sitting amon
the multinational crowd o
Harvard students. The wait
came to an eud when Sheikh
Hasina. the Priine Minister of
Baugladesh. stepped into the
auditorium. With swelling pride
| watched the magnificent
spectacle as the mmembers of the
audience filled the aunditorium
with loud applause welcoming
her. It was really moving to see
our leader being given such a

World Peace and Women's Empowerment

Experience of an International Recognition

warm reception so far away
lrom our native land

The topic of the public ad-
dress was, “Leading a Country
in Transition : Challenges and
Opportunities” The opening
speech was given by Kim Camp-
bell, ex-Prime Minister ol
Canada and Chairperson,
Counceil of World Woinen lead-
ers. She mentioned various
qualities of Sheikh Hasina
both as a person and as a leade;

At one point. Mrs. Campbell
terined Sheikh Hasina as an
“Example of Peace’ to the ap-
plause of the audience. Now it
was our Prime Minister's turn
to speak. At first she thanked
the speaker for showering such
praises wupon her and com-
mented that all these praises
and honours were deserved by
the people of Bangladesh. Next
she remembered in a solemn
voice the ideals of the Father o)
the Nation Bangabandli
Sheikh Mujibur Ra%nunn and
gave a very touching descrip-

by

tion of the tragic
gust 15. 1975. She then re-
counted the various significant
stazes of our pohitical Instory
and explained various pro-
grammes wandertaken by her
governnient. She described the
variouns programmes she hadl
undertaken for ameliorating

the gricf of the poor |n-;.pIt:

particularly the disadvantaged
womenfolk of the country liv-
ing in abject poverty. The audi-
ence listened to her address as
pin-drop silence reigned in the
hall. Finally, the students
from different countries took
part in a very lively question-
answer  session. It was a
thrilling experience for me; |
felt immense pride and deep
respect for our leader
throughout the programme.

cvenltls of Au-

Lvnchburg is an important
city in the hilly state of Vir-
ginla. Banlop Women's College,
an cducational institution of
international fame, s situnated
in that city. Among its former

Anisur

Rahman

students
AWk}l

are many world fa-
HIOLES personalities

One important feature of the
college is that it awards the in-
ternationally-famed Pearl S

Buck Prize to those intrepid
and tireless leaders of the world
who have been working relent-
lessly to establish the leader-
ship of women in various polit-
ical and social arenas. The
words of Pearl S Buck, a Nobel
laureate, inspired many to decd-
icate themselves to the service
of humanity. Those women
leaders whose works reflect the
noble and humanistic ideals of
Pearl S Buck are awarded with
this covetable prize. This vear,
Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina was selected for
the prize in recognition of her
cllorts to improve the lot of the
poor and exploited women and
children, to enhance the en-
powerment of women and also
o ensure employment for
women by creating new av-
enues ol economic activities
Sheikh Hasina was awardledd

Garfield ®

DIST.8v Asia FEATUNES

oM VAVTS 2417

James Bond |

BY LA FLEMS
DRAWNE BT RORM

YOU ARE SURE

CAPTAIN LITSAS
TUAT

VRA

WHO WiLl TELL
{ THEM WE CRUSED

BACK AGAIN, PAGT
IS1, LITTLE

~IN TWE 10 AWAIT
THEM AT A
TAVERNA !

MY CHAIR SEEMS | TIME TO

TO BE SINKING
INTO THE FLOOR

by Jim Davis

DIET, GARFIELD

GIVE ME ONE

CALL THE COMRADE -
ENERAL ICKLY ! IT 15

e SO o
THE Ml-g TERRORISGT,

]

the prize and certificate in the
light of the motto : “The Role of
Women in the 21st Centun”

Ihe prize-giving ceremony
was held on April 8 at Banlop
Women's College. To make the
occasion memorable. the
Mayor of Lynchburg City de-
clared 8 April “Sheikh Hasina
Day". In a separate function,
the Mavor presented the Key of
the city to Sheikh Hasina, Mary
Elizabeth Warren Blake Hoen-
beck, one of the judges for Pearl
S. Buck Prize committee. in-
troduced our Primme Minister to
the audience and read out the
citation. The citation men-
tioned that Sheikh Hasina was
being awarded the Pearl S Buck
Prize in view of her contribu-
tion o the cause of poverty al-
leviation, to the establishment
of peace in Asia and to the bet-
terment of the lot of women
and children. The aundience

congratulated the Bangladesh
Pritne Minister with thunder-
ous applause. The President of
the College, Kim Barron put the
gold medal around the neck of
Sheikh Hasina. April 8 thus be-
came a day of pride for the peo-
ple of Bangladesh.

| {eel mysell very f[ertunate
o have the nﬂ:;mrlunil}.' to be
present on such a glorious oc-
casion for the Bangalees on the
soll of a foreign country. The
college authority arranged a
colourful ceremony to mark
the occasion. The female stu-
dents of the college chanted

their traditional anthem
"Dona Nabish Pekash Dona
Nagbish”™ in order to greet the
Bangalee nation and their
leader. But what followed was
really stunning — they sang out
“Amar Sonar Bangla Ami

Tomal Bhalobashi™ in exactly
the same tune as we sing it. Both
the Amercicans and the
Bangladeshis were enthralled
by the song. Almost all the
nmcmbers of the Award Selec-
tion Committee in  thelir
speeches remembered the con-
tributions of Bangabandhu, the
war of liberation and the rich
tradition of the Bangalee na-
tion. They informed the audi-

ence that Prime Minister
Shelkh Hasina was the second
Asian personality after Cora-

zon Aquino of the Philippines
to receive  this highly hon-
ourable Pearl S. Buck award. In
her speech, Sheikh Hasina said,
I am very happy to have re-
ceived this highly  prestigions
prize. This prize had not only

hobnobbed me, it has brought
great honour for my country
and my people. This prize has
imposed upon me the noble
duty of working towards mak-
ing this world a happy. peaceciul
abode for all human beings

Although we live in one corner
of the world. we have gone
through a long history of so-
cial. political, economic and
cultural struggle and have suf-
fered a lot and learmnt a lot in the
process. Our struggle for sell-
determination from 1947 till
1971 is an undeniable proof of
this. We too, like Pearl S Buck
believe that truth shall prevail
in the long run and that evil
shall be destroyed finally.’

Highlighting the condition

of the womenfolk in
Bangladesh. Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina said. “If we can

save the women from exploita-
tion and discrimination in the
21st century, they will be able
to make valuable contributions
1o the establishment of a uni-
verse of peace, love and Irater-
nitv. To realize this dream. we
must give them education. | re-
mamber a famons saving by
Napoleon : ‘give me an educaled
mother, I will gh't‘ you an edh -
cated nation.! Whenever | talk
abont the valor of our people, |
make a special mention of our
wollen as we cannot dream of a

future developed nation by
keeping  the majority of our
120 million people in dark-

1ness.” She also mentioned the

indomitable courage and the
indefatigable energy of our

people who have been waging a
relentless battle against the de-
structive forces of Nature in or-
der to reconstruct their bat-
tered lives, In this connection
Sheikh Hasina said, “I find an
ample similarity between the
philosophy of Pearl S Buck and
the bravery of our people who
fight against all odds and ad-
just themselves to the most dif-
ferent of circumstances.” She
then narrated the steps she had
taken to increase the participa-
tion of women in the develop-

ment activities of her country

to the appreciation and ap-
plause of the audience.,

As a worker of Chhatra
League, 1 felt very proud to hear
the Prime Minister ol
Hangladesh and chief of Awamni
League speak amidst such uni-
versal applause. My heart filled
with pride to see her honoured
by the foreigners and also o
her success in bringing such
rare honour for our country.

T.'H 4
fary,
Leaque

Jointl Secre-
Sludents

writer iIs
Bangladesh

Born piily
cight children. Torr says she
had little encourageinent
| from her parents My
and dad worked. They
dicln t have time to help us with
anything. They were too busy
putting bread on the table. Sur-
vival
forr lied throughout her life
She conld not fill out a job ap-
plication. she could not wrils

well ennough to be a waltress

into a poor |

>X be unemployed

more children

skills
X be in bad health
> be homeless

uce Moses 1o o T

offenders institutions

7m Britons are functionally illiterate - with
reading and writing skills below those of an
11-year-old

Adults with poor basic literacy and
numeracy skills are more likely to:

X live in a household where both partners are
not in paid employment
> have children at an earlier age, and to have

> have children who also struggle with basic

> be over-represented in prisons and young-
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s A g Ui PLUPHS lan-

S ere at least twice tne na-
L)l i rdapt

Other research revealed that

111 L { 1.000 of England's
1105 leprived Priuary schools

FEnglish and Maths re-
und the national aver-
us cycle. points
Ond e Hunter of The Basi
w] - A\EENCY which teaches
and numeracy

| . - 1C}

iera skills 10
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| used to write disgusnngh
scrilly so that l‘-uu-lrlt conldn't
understand,” she savs You

just don't tell anybody. You just
Keep it to yoursell. | never even
told my husband

It was her secret until she
was 38, when a teacher at her
son's school handed out books
to parents, asked them to read
the stories and then tell her
what they thought, Torr finally
summoned up the courage to
tell someone that she couldn t
read and needed help

But only 250,000 of Britain s

army of illiterates are o
courses like the one that hnaally
taught Torr to read

The Departiment of Educa
tion and Employment has

pledged to increase the e
ol people on courses o S00 (0
a year, by 2002, But fuanctional
illiteracy is part ol a widey
problem : comparative poveriy
F'he Organisation lor Ecq
nomic Co-operation and Devel
apment (OECD), the grouping ol
the world’'s most industrialised
counntries, says i a report re-
leasod inomid June that {t is no
coincidence that the poverty
tale in Britain ol 20 per cent
the worst in the industrialised

world matches its rate ol
functional tlireracy. tht points
out. toao, thar Britian hias the
I ge st puoportion of peaple 6
per cent. who sav they watch
tele cision lor more than 1wo

b s a dav.)

It I~ also no coincidence thal
schools i Britain's poorest ar-
cas lune the most under-per-
forming students. Research by
Durhom University found that

m England and Wales :
(don't read are
y have books around the
then people who do —
their Kids are

W10 less
lHHouse

meaning less

likelv to read as well,

What is curious is that the
United Nations Development
Programme gave Britain an
adult literacy rating of 99 per

cent in its 1999 Human Devel-
opment Report, a document re-
spected around the world for its
poverty reporting and statis-
LICS

\ccording to David Stewarl
A statistices research analvst
with the LINDP. this is because
ey o .]-r.l countries cdo not
necessarily provide estimates
of thietr adult literacy rates

We had to come up with es-
timates based on Eastern Euro-
pean countries,” says Stewart
He said that it wounld be inap-
propriate 1o rank other devel-
.-‘l!‘ll counines im the index
lower than the Eastern Euro-
pean ones. In other words. the
Human Development report
needs “data that is available to
evervone.

Stewart says that is why the
LUINDP's ioneering Human
"overty ImL-\ IS SO Important,
a8 it takes into account gener-
allv-ignored factors such as
lunctional fliteracy, long-term
uncmploviment, and the per-
centage ol ln‘upit‘ NOT expet ted to
survive 1o age bo

And this is where Britain
lalls  down flat, ranking 15 ont

of 44 vountrivs al HI:‘_HI ]fllllli“l

Developrment (n the P09 st
The author is a Canadian
journalist.




