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Criminals in PM's

Backyard

WE wonder how many proofs does the Prime
Minister need to be convinced that her own
backyard is infested with criminals brandishing
illegal weapons and springing all sorts of
unpleasant surprises. The four activists of the
ruling party-backed BCL, who were beaten and
detained by angry employees after they had
stormed into the Shikkha Bhaban and shot three
people protesting the attack on a guard who tried to
prevent the BCL leaders from parking in front of a
garage, certainly came up with the latest desperado
act on Monday. The four taken into police custody
and the other two who managed to escape the
public wrath may very well slip through the fingers
of law once the initial hue and cry over the
incident dies down.

There have been countless instances where peo-

ple somehow connected to the ruling party got
away with impunity even after committing the
most heinous form of felony. Even worse, off-
springs of a few senior AL leaders, ministers and
parliamentarians have also chimed in. Two of the
Chief Whip's sons, one charged with forcible occu-
pation of a flat in Kalabagan and the other with
Kidnapping a schoolboy, are yet to be arraigned to
court. It does not look likely that they would ever
be. Similar is the case with the son of a state min-
ister who was involved in constructing an illegal
shopping complex in Uttara. Although the building
was eventually bulldozed, no case was actually
filed against the offenders.
Such indulgence has bred an all-pervasive arro-
gance amongst leaders and activists of the ruling
party and its offshoots, and their offsprings and
relatives, and this sentiment has found expression
in the most fascistic manner. The Prime Minister
and her aides, we hope, would realise the far-reach-
ing implication of such'pampering and pandering.
Unless dealt with an iron hand, continuation of
the dangerous trend would not only lead to anar-
chy countrywide but could also internally destroy
Awami League as a party.

Better Late than Never

RIME Minister Sheikh Hasina seems to be in a
hurry at the fleeting part of her current tenure
to try and meet some of the major pledges she had
made prior to the hustings four years ago. Al-
though belated we would still like her to deliver on
the promises she deflinitely put on the cold storage
for the best part of her tenure. The PM has an-
nounced that she will give autonomy to the state-
run electronic media and ensure separation of the
judiciary from the executive before the next gen-
eral election which is due a year on. |
While we greatly value her renewal of pledges it

off-course that we would like to recall by way of
persuading the PM to Keep at it determinedly this
time around. Grant of autonomy to radio and tele-
vision and effecting separation ol the judiciary
from the administration were not only her elec-
toral pledges which she never tired of repeating
whenever the opportunity presented itself but she
also put on the roll some kind of a spade-work in
those directions. But all of this was not evidently
followed up to a point of fruition thereby reflect-
ing adversely on the government's political will
and sincerity of purpose. _

In specific terms, it is worth remembering
though that a national broadcasting commission
was constituted, a delegation from it also visited
places, including such prestigious institutions like
the BBC and CBC and a set of recommendations
was duly submitted by it to the government. But
then the recommendations were not made public,
they getting subsequently buried under a sheet of
dusts, so to speak. In fact, nothing has been
heard of it during the last two years or so which
created an impression that the government's
stake in keeping the electronic media under its
control has grown all the time.

One might discern an element of expediency or
hypocrisy in the belated renewal of promise to de-
liver on those two pledges as a pre-election vote
catching ploy. Even so. we would like to see the
Prime Minister live up to her words. As a first step
she ought to immediately make the report of the
national broadcasting commission public in full.
This will form the right kind of a prelude to grant-
ing autonomy to the electronic media on an urgent
basis to test its worth before the next election.

Simultaneously it is highly imperative that
concrete steps are taken to secure the independence
of the judiciary from the executive so that democ-
racy strikes a deep root. ’

Kudos to Rajuk

THE photograph on the front page of the national
press along with a small but important news
item must have gladdened the hearts of many, par-
ticularly of those citizens who believe in the rule of
law. We offer our sincere thanks to Rajuk and
warmly congratulate them on their summoning
enough courage to embark upon such a daunting
task of reclaiming land from illegal possession,
made all the more difficult by political muscle-
flexing and strin% pulling by influentials. The size
of the recovered land on Tuesday is not as impor-
tant as the dent made in a hitherto unassailable
area yet this is just the beginning and we hope Ra-
Juk has a fairly long list of trespassers of its prop-
erties to go by in many areas of the town. We be-
lieve they will gradually move into other places
and demolish illegal constructions and recover oc-
cupied lands without fear or favour. As a profes-
sional organisation entrusted with the very impor-
tant task of building a new-look capital city, Rajuk
has largely falled to play its due role for reasons
best known to it. But we hope they will overcome
their weaknesses and discharge their responsibil-
ity with impartiality and professionalism. Let not
the roar die down into a whimper. What has begun
must be brought to its logical conclusion. The re-
covered land and waterbodies must be protected
from exploitation in future. Otherwise it will re-
Llapse. perhaps with vengeance.

is the previous such declarations of intent going !

HE mini Cabinet crisis in
T [srael has temporarily
halted the peace process.
Hopctully Prime Minister Ehud
Barak will overcome his diffi-
culties shortly and attend to his
ressing business of compre-
iensive settlement of the Mid-
dle East dispute.

The temporary halt in the
Peace Process is due to the prob-
lem raised by his coalltion
partner, the ultra religious
Shaas party. Their ministers in
the coalition have withdrawn
from the Cabinet. This in itself
does not threaten the coalition
although Barak Is trying his
best to keep Shaas within his
fold. For what he is attempting
— namely compreliensive peace
settlement, with all his Arab
neighbours — is a matter aftect-
ing the entire Israeli nation and
cannot be measured in terms of
coalition support. In any case
Ehud Barak has been treading a
careful path and has attempted
to carry the nation with him, Of
course it would be too much to
expect that Barak receives sup-
port from the main opposition,
the Likud party.

There are some clearly plus
points in favour of Ehud Barak.
During the election campaign
more than a year ago, he had
promised to the electorate that
he would withdraw Israeli
troops from South Lebanon by
September, 2000. The question
of stationing Israell troops in
South Lebanon had become an
cmotional issue with successive
Isracli Governments, The pre-

OME people have their des-

tinies written in the wind,

ephemeral in character
this disappears like chaff in the
face of any crisis. And in any
case the wind cannot read. This
may or may not be so for
Shaukat Aziz, Finance Minis-
ter-in-waiting for almost every
government in the last decade,
With fall-time cover of a mili-
tary regime Shaukat finally got
his chance to define how hLe
would govern the economic
health of the nation and look
alter the well-being of every in-
dividual ecitizen, if not till
Kingdom Come, maybe for the
next three years, or at least for
the next vear. As "Mission hn-
possible(s)” go, Tom Cruise had
it much easier, and then he had
distractions of the other kind,
the Kind that is anathema to
the Ulema who hold Pakistan
hostage intermittently. Aban-
doning the "best dressed list" for
the standard bureaucratic white
shalwar-kameez, black waist
coat outlit was out of character
bt 5;.*111[)0].1‘:,.‘x\'lmi{:wr Inagnifs
icent plans Shaukaf may have

had for Pakistan when in far-

away land. like the Romans do
when on Pakistani soil yvou do
exactly as the bureaucrats want
you to do. And when you have
the Indgers-in-chief of the last
four regimes surrounding you,
one hardly has any choice.

The abolition of the wealth
tax was absolutely brilliant.
however, this was "a Pindi-dic-
tated” initiative not a Shaukat
Aziz one. Wealth tax has been
the subject of misuse of discre-
tionary powers by the CBR per-
sonnel and the abolition of it
must have left CBR shell-
shocked (maybe of the self-pro-
pelled kind). He came up roses
in consolidating of Provincial
taxes from 30 to 9. If von own a
business you would kunow how
different Departments can
drive you crazy taking full ad-
vantage of levying some ui-
known tax, harassing and in-
timidating you with penalties,

OPINION

Very recently I happened to
come across the article "Delence
Budget of Bangladesh: An Anal-
ysis’ in "The Daily Star" dated
26 May 2000 written by Group
Captain Ishifaq [ahi Choud-
hury. In the article the writer
has put forward his ideas and
comunents in favour of reducing
the defence budget and defence
forces of Bangladesh as well.
While going through the article
| could find that often it suf-
fered fromn lack of true Informa-
tion and ground knowledge. It is
also not clear as to what he
wanted to convey by reduction
of forces and to what strength
and increase effectiveness ol
forces by what means? There is
no denying the fact that we need
to develop our nation in all re-
spects particularly socio-eco-
nomic. A delicate balance has
to be worked out between secu-
rity and development. Mini-
mum security providing stabll-
ity is essential for developient

At the beginning of the arti-
cle under the sub-heading
"Worldwide trends in delence
expenditure” the writer has
tried to reflect that the defence
expenditure in the whole world
is in decline after the cold war,
But here he has only referred to
the West including North Amer-
ica which does not actually re-
flect the worldwide trends. Be-
sides he also tried to relate
Western trend in post cold war
situation to us wherein our
country is not affected by posi
cold war situation rather it is
more affected by the regional
security environment and situ-
ation. On the other hand under
the sub-heading "Defence budget
in the developing countries” he
made a mention about the
growth of delence expenditure
in Southern Hemisphere which
also contradicts the sub-head-
ing ("Worldwide trends in de-
fence expenditure.”) He has
mentioned that the defence ex-
penditure of less developed
countries often reflect mlli-
tary's power and Influence
rather than the perceived mili-
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Pause in the Middle East

In the shifting sands of the Middle East time has become a rare commodi
pivotal role in finding a solution to the Middle East conflict.
of the world can breathe more easily on the question of the

President Jimmy Carter and more so to President Bill Clinto

e

more time and energy on this issue than any other.

decessor of Barak, f[ormer
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyvahu, hummed and hawed
but did precious little and casu-
alty among the Israel soldfers,
laced with the die hard opposi-
tion of Hizbullah guerillas, con-
tinued to mount. And so did the
chorus rise within Israel to
withdraw from South Lebanon.,
From what had started as a cor-
cdon sanitaire around Israel
turmed out to be a plain ‘cordon’
around Israel's neck. lsraelf
forces evacuated South Lebanon
very recently, with what ap-
peared to be unseemly Imste and
we wilnessed the trivmphant
return of the Hizbullahs in
South Lebanon.

Palestine has been the heart
and soul of the Middle East dis-
pute for half a century, Succes-
sive US Presidents starting
with democratic President
Jimmy Carter, have invested
heavily in the peace process.
Under the Carter presidency the
Camp David Accord was signed
in 1979 leading to the with-
drawal of Israel from the vast
Egyptian desert of Sinai and es-
tablishment of the first ex-
change of embassies between Is-
rael and the most important

Arab country, Egvpt. As a part
of the Camp David Accordl r{wrn
was a rrnvtsimq for the scitle-
nment of dispute between Pales-
tine and Israel. We must re-
member that during the half
century of the Middle East dis-
pute, the principal aggrieved
party has been Palestine for, i
the 1948 war between the Arabs
and Israel. the Palestinians

—

were uprooted from  (heis
hearths and homes and becanie
International refugees. | was
Ambassador of Bangladesh dur-
Ing the Camp David Accord and
witnessed the start of negotia-
tions between the Palestinians
and Israel in the Egyptian port
city of Alexandria. The negotia-
tions did not make any head-
way as both parties were un-
ready for any forward move.
The world had to wail the
arrival of another Demnocratl

The Horizon This Week

Arshad-uz Zaman

ty. The US has played a
The credit for the fact that people
Middle East, must go to former

n. President Clinton has invested

——

President — Bill Clinton — n
the White House for the Middle
I-ast Peace Process to make a
spectacular take ofl. There was
a clear breakthrough In Oslo,
the capital of Norway, for the
Palestinltans and Israelis
agreed to settle their dispute
within a time-frame. A flve.

year period was set and the ne-
i

gotiations started right

earnest. The negotiations re-
celved a massive boost wlien
Yasser Arafat and Yitzhak Ra-
bin shook hands on the terrace
of the White House with a bean-
ing Bill Clinton in between. The
spectacle was watched by mil-
lions around the world on their
TV screens. This became the
most watched handshake of the
world, Rabin later paild with his
life in the hands of an assassin
as had President Anwar Sadat a
few years ago. The peace process

has been costly i terins ol
leadership slaughter.

The peace process has
steadily moved forward. A
wace accord has been signed
etween Israel and Jordan.
Palestine and lIsrael are on
thelr doorsteps to sign a final
peace accord in September next,
Israel has been withdrawing
from occupled West Bank —
inch by Inch. Sometinmes the
progress is excruciatingly slow.

The good news, however. js that
Ehud Barak has succeeded i es-
tablishing a rapport of mutual
trust- with his Arab counter-
parts, where lils predecessor
had miserably fajled delayving
the peace process by a couple of
years,

With the question of South
Lebanon out of the way. the
only question that remains Is a
Peace deal between Syria and
Israel. Israel occupies Golan
Heights of Syria since the War
of 1967. Negotiations have been
held between Syria and Israel a
number of times. Late President
Halez al-Assad of Syria had a
few meetings with Presiden
Bill Clinton. Hafez al-Assa«l
ruled Svria with an iron hand
for three decades, He had of late

Shaukat Proposes, Who Disposes?

Shaukat’s proposals are founded on one
revenues. It is not a matter of discretion
having a revenue-Czar who will deliver.

anymore,

premise and one premise alone, drastic increase of
Pakistan’s economic survival depends upon
The road to economic apocalypse is becoming
increasingly familiar if not any less uncomfortable.

imearceration, etc. 1till vou
cough up. However, CBR had the
last laugh, importers will now
be held to blackmail for "under-
invoicing” at the discretion of
the Principal Appraiser (PA),
the threat of confiscation by
Customs Collectors (who will
never dare disagree with the
PA's observations) will be very
real, :
Shaukat optimistically ex-
pects to collect direct taxes of Rs
435.7 billion. iu 1999-2000 this
was revised downwards o Ks
351.6 billion. And indirect
taxes are also projected Lo go up
to Rs. 298.2 billion, GST revis-
ing 44 per cent to Rs 172.60 hil-
lion from Rs 120 billion. The
figures are way beyond the real-
isation of present experience.
skeptics predict that not one but
many mint-budgets cloud-Pak:
istan s immediate future.”
| «The touchstone of any budget
lies not in juggling with figures
but in asking what is in it for
the common man, given that
the wealthy are content with
the abolishing of their wealth
tax. Why did Shaukat repeat the
cliché "the rich have become
richer and the poor poorer”
when the budget proceeded to do
the same, rhetoric notwith-
standing? Statistics show 10
per cent more people live below
the poverty line than at the be-
ginning of the last decade;
presently fully 32 per cent of the
population s desperately poor.
The government has translated
some of the rhetoric about
poverty alleviation into sub-
stance by allocating approxi-
mately Rs 21 billion. However
one does not agree with the pro-
posed utilisation, it's focus
should be employment genera-
tion at the lower end of the spec-
trum, particularly in Services

rather than handing out
largesse. The relief of Rs 2000 as
a lump sum allowance for poor
employees is a mistake. People
who get used to handouts never
become productive, focus
should have again been on em-
ployment generation and/or
the means to earn more. The es-
tablishment of a micro-credit
bank is an excellent initiative.
let’'s wait and see how much
credit will actively go to the
genninely poor. A mandatory
allocation of 20 per cent of the
loans disbursed by every coni-
mercial bank in the country to
be earmarked for the poor. duly
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verificd by creditable privane
seclor agencies that the "punr”
are really poor. would be more
practical.

Some people may call it a
sleight of hand, some call the
shifting of Rs 26.1 billion
meant for “military pensions”
to the account of "civilian ad-
ministrative expenditures"” re-
alistic apportioning. It may
push the cost of running the
civil service up by a drastic 66
per cent in the projected Rs 80.2
billion. at least 17 per cent
more is available for Defence
expenditures than in 1999.
2000. India has increased its

military spending by Rs 148 bil-
lion, much in excess of what is
proposed for Pakistan's total
defence budget. Faced with this

increase it requires courage not
to enter into an arms race bhut
one cannot afford to be fool-
hardy. forget the glory of “the
(‘harge of the Light Brigade”. An
increase of actual defence
spending by about Rs 22 billion
is the very minimum one can
take a calculated risk with. How
much longer weapon moderni-
sation through the whole spec-
trum, small arms to heavy ar-
tillery, can be held off is a gam-
ble that our military planners
seen to be prepared to take in
the face of Indian belligerency.
Equating the threat perception
with the state of our economy is
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singularly bold, they liave ob-
viously decided that the econ-
omy is the greater threat. It is
also a major departure from the
military mindset, a clear signal
to the IMF and the World Bank
that even a military goveri-
ment faced with very visible
external dangers considers an
economic threat to be more
real.

The reduction of duties on
newsprint from 10 per cent to 5
per cent helps the cause of edu-
cation in the production of
cheaper books. The reduction of
income taxes vide a slab basis
on the salaried class is also
very welcome, this class des-
perately needs relief. The allo-
cation for information devel-
opment as requested by Dr
Ataur Rahman is not enough,

achi

we must invest more for the fu-
ture. Allowing 70 per cent of re-
Tund on duty drawbacks within
24 hours is also very conunend-
able. However, the increase of
diesel prices a few Liours before
the Budget smacks of another
sleight of hand: in the face of
such ambiguity are the house-
wives wrong in worrying that
other utility rates will also
rise? The diesel price hike will
result in higher consunmer
prices, at the very least the
transportation used by the poor
will be dearer.

The reducing of customs du-
ties and sales taxes across the
board to 30 per cent is supposed
to help invigorate industry,
unfortunately it is not low
enough as yet by about 10-15 per

. cent. Too many times we have

erred in giving protection to {o-

cal industry by mereasing. the.

duty on imported items. result-
ing in indifferent gquality goods
al high cost. Let us be very clear
that rampant smugeling has

sounded the death knell for lo-
cal manufacture, not high
taxes. High taxes has been the
reason for unabated smuggling,
a base-line philosophy estab-
lished by CBR successive gurus
with personal motivation over
the years. Come to Dubai and
find out who are the richest
Pakistanis? Bring down the du-
ties on 1nost imported items,
down to 15-20 per cent,
fapproximately the cost of
smuggling any item), this would
force local manufacturers to
compete both in price and qual-
itv. By keeping duties/sales
taxes on raw material and com-
ponents at zero and eliminating
other taxes, foreign manufac-
turers will have tremendous in-
centive to produce things lo-

'Detence Budget of Bangladesh: An Analysis"

tary threats, But the exanple al

Professor Azam Siddique

all UIN missions so far. and so

India can be drawn here for 1Ay be the former two in tilmes
which it is not applicable One alul.;mltl uﬂlkllli}i up 5;“311 of need.

things that are likely to confuse In the conclusion the writer

Yeal Country GDP gfj;eence Expen- E:f:ﬂaEEDfEEPSgd"”’E and mi*sleaid Ccommon []?L‘;]l)]t’;‘. has mentioned that in recent

; : : In another portion of the ar- vears while the gross defence

198 ﬁ!‘@'ﬂd%“ gﬁggegl'ilﬁgn sgdgﬁeﬂ::ﬁgn :133?:0 ticle under the sub-heading budget continued to grow in its

A kla [ 2 B'HI' &4 Bilion 6'56; ‘Socio-economic conditions share of the national budget,

Ha Isian a1 Bllilcc})rr: $ 1 Bilion 6-??; vis-a-vis defence budget,” it is the GDP showed a declining

S'r‘ii’aL“a”;s; 5159IE1|11|+Un $975 flu.dﬂlﬂ:rn 613‘;: mentioned that there is an ab-  trend. But this is not statisti-

sence of immediate threat of ex-

source: Military Balance Journal 1999-2000.

From the above chart and
information available in Mili-
tary Balance Journal of the
vear 1999-2000 it is found that
India accounts for two-thirds of
regional military spending and
India and Pakistan together ac-
count for nearly 85 per cent. On
the other hand, our defence
budget is not only one of the
lowest in South Asia but also
that among the least developed
countries, Here I intentionally
did not mention about Bhutan
since they do not have any
army. It is clear that Indja's
population is about 7.5 times
larger than ours, GDP is 14.21
times higher and delence ex-
penditure is 22.78 times greater
than ours. On the other hand,
the population and GDP of
Myanmar is half of ours. Bul
thelr defence expenditure is
nearly 3.5 times greater than
ours. [t can be mentioned here
that the defence budget of a
country depends on her overall
security environment espe-
cially on her counterpart's re-
gional defence expenditure and
her own capability.

Apain under the sub-heading
"Threat perspective o
Bangladesh.” it Is mentioned
that there is little likelihood of
major conflict with our neigh-
bours and in the short term
threat of external aggression
against Bangladesh is negligi-
ble as external threat envi-
roinent remains calm. Again
the writer has mentioned that
some foreign Intelligence agen-
cies are using Bangladesh s a
launching pad to Hn'um.-r;ulv
thelr nnhruluul ohjectves,
Now here remain few questions

to be answered: (1) What are the
basis for these assumptions? (2)
What about the external aggres-
sion against Bangladesh in the
long term? (3) Who is responsi-
ble for handling the foreign in-
telligence agencies usiug
Bangladesh as a launching pa

to prosecute their individual
objectives? Again from the
above statements it can be re-
ferred here that in the context
of regional and world politics
and diplomacy nobody is friend
forever. Because every country
has its own interest and as such
relationship changes with
changing requirements ancl sit-
nation. Besides our country's
geo-political importance makes
or may make it valnerable to
the regional and world lmwurs
as they seem to have high point
ol interest in it. Moreover, re-
cent discovery ol natural re-
sources le.. gas and oil also
makes it a high point of interest
to other nations. A case in point
Is the ever Cﬂllﬂl{‘lill% Alrica
where the interest of Western
powers loom large mawkishly
to grab a plece of the pie,
namely the gold and diamond
mines. None of these fighting
Alrican countries possess a
credible Army. Besides the
probable security threats men-
tioned by the writer in many
cases are not relevant to the
military. Because those threats
are related to law and order sit-
uation and Internal security
which Is to be maintained by
police and paramilitary forces;
whereas military's main busi-
ness is to protect and maintain
the sovereignty of the conntry.

ternal aggression. But the ques-
tion is how long is the time

Irame tor the most probable se-
curity threats against
Bangladesh and how will they
be met? Again under the same
sub-heading the writer men-
tions that even if the defence
budget increased to 2-3 per cent
of the GDP, we still would not be
able to create a balanced force
structure because of a very
small GDP. But if we cannot
make balance at that rate, how
can we afford to reduce further?

Under the sub-heading
"Meeting the national security
objectives” the writer has men-
tioned that the forces should be
asked to perform only those
roles which they could do with
the given resources and do fewer
tasks effectively. But here we
should remember that we can-
not compromise on security of
the nation because of the re-
source constraint, At the sane
time we should also remember
that we create an organisation
to perform a task — and do not
create a task to sult an organi-
sation. Besides, the writer has
mentioned that on army's part
there is a need to tailor the force
to fight the type of conflicts that
we visualise in the huture. But
he has not mentioned about the
tvpe of conflicts he visualises
and what should be the size of
the force. Then he has ques-
tioned the continulity of operat-
ing aircraft and ships which
have no operational utility.
Here I would like to mention
that Alr Force in Bangladesh
may have less operational util-
Ity, and also may be Nawvy but
the Armny has been successiul in
Chittagong Hill Tracts and in

cally true. Again he has written
that Bangladesh shares a peace-
ful border with her neighbours.
But it is disturbing at times in
the remotest areas of Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts. He has men-
tioned that there is no tangible
external military threat
against Bangladesh in the com-
ing decades. This is perhaps a
self-complacent statement for
the writer only. Again he has
mentioned that the aim should
be to increase the forces' eftece-
tiveness and the forces <honld
Lae organised |*t|l|||:|.111| Hained
and motivated to meet security
challenges of the future. But as
per his previous statement
there are little external and in-
ternal threats and as such mili-
tary has no great role to play.
Here we [ind a self contradic-
tory statement of the writer,
There are some discussion
aboul tailoring the existing de-
fence forces like reducing
squadrons of airforce and size
of the naval fleet. Here | think
there could be an option espe-
clally as regards alrforce. Air-

craft are very costly to procure *

and maintain and at the saine
time it can be replaced and
compensated to a great extent
by air defence artillery with
mch cheaper cost. We can go
for the option of a versatile air
defence system which can be a
highly mobile and widely dis-
persed covering the whole coun-
try with a combination of guns
and missiles {long and short
range). Besides, to match our

otential adversary who may
1ave very modern and versatile
supersonic afreraft, we also
need to have multi-role super-
sonic combat aircralt even if
they are very expensive for us.

started grooming his son for his

job. There can be no doubt tlyay E P

the new leadership tn Syiin

take a little tiioe (o settle tlm:r“nl,! : : 2
The truth. however, Is thar 4§

in the shifting sands ol the
Middle East time has become 4
rare commodity. The US jag
played a pivotal role In findy

a solution to the Middle l-‘.ﬂaﬁ
conflict. The credit for the faed
that people of the world « .y
brealﬂe more caslgj on e
question of the Middle Fas,
must .go to former President
Jimmy Carter and more so to
President Bill Clinton. Presi-
dent Clinton has invested nore

time and energy on this issue

than any other,

The best farewell gilt that
the leaders of the Middle East
can offer to this young, inde-
fatigable President of the USA,

is to offer him a Comprehensive

Settlement of the Middle Easi
conflict. Indeed It is in the
supreme interest of the leaders
of the Middle East to take the
bull by the horn and sign the

Deal before it is too late. It is

less than certain that the siic-
cessoy of Bill Clinton will enjov
the Kind of personal trust and
confidence, that has been the
hallmark of Clinton presi-
deney. And this inspite of Lis
detractors, particularly the Re-
prublicans, who have stopped a1
neahing in order to drag his
petanne b thes roned

History beckons thie loaders
of thie Middle East 1o wahe 1o a
brilhant tomorrow, Will they
stize this opportunity?

cally, thereby Increasing en-
plovment. What's happening in
Dubai is no miracle, the city-
state has been built on the fol-
lies of an errant bureaucracy
conspiring to filling their own
pockets at the cost of the gov-
ernment’'s coffers. The provi-
sion of having a Tax Ombuds-
man is excellent, this necessary
initiative should go a long way
iu curbing the atrocities of the
taxmen. The import of furnace
oil to the privale sector is a pood
decision. it will give the IPPs
some heart, bringing dow the
price of electricity-produciion
and easing the tariff hcart-
burning.

As someone who pushied the
consumer sector in his private
banking” days. the Finance
Minister was expected to give a
solid hand to the Services sec-
tor. the lack of such support was
rather disappointing. Jobs are
very necessary and can be cre-
ated in the Services Seclor
without foreign investinent [or
borrowing). As regards tax rev-
enues. in the face of dire predic-
tion  of . possible , econamic
apocalvpse. only an outstaiul-
ing Albert Speer-like persan
should be the chief tax collector.
Shaukat's proposals are
lounded on one premise and one
premise alone, drastic increase
of revenues. It is not a matter of
discretion anvinore, Pakistan's
economic survival depends
upon having a revenue-Czar
who will deliver. The road to
economic apocalypse is becom-
Ing increasingly familiar if not
any less uncomfortable. Sane
counsel is advising that even
though the budget is verv far
from earth-shaking. reason
and sanity requires giving the
budget a chance 1o prove that it
IS worth the pager i1 i~ toped

upon. Or throw it into the wind
whielh cannot read. what does
Irustrated aspirations matter to
the people of Pakistan anyway?
We are familiar with that par-
ticular road.

Moreover we all know that our
foreign policy is "friendship to
all and malice to none” and as
such our overall defence policy
is defensive and not aggressive.
Since aircraft are normally
used for a variety of role
namely ground attack. inter-
ception (air defence) and
fighter /bonmber etc, we can re-
duce it to a minimum which is
of critical requirement ie. we
may go for helicopter gunships,
utility helicopters and trans-
port aircraft operated under
Army Aviation. In that case all
radar, air defeirce operation
centre may come under the
Army and the country may be

. relieved of the huge cost of

maintaining a full fledged Air
Force as rightly painted ont by
the writer who is also a ~scnior
officer of that service.

It can be mennwencd here
strongly that our detence hudgen
does not sclely allect the eco-
nomic growth and human de-
velopment ol our country. Be-
cause there are many other
highlv. negative factors like
corruption. political instahil-
ity. lack ol accurate and genuine
planing cre. which badly adtect
the economic growth and
human development in the real
sense. Defence forces cannot be
measured on the basis of profit
and loss. If you lose your
sovereignty then you lose every-
thing. Take the example of Sri
Lanka. a classic picture of
poorly organised and ill-
trained defence force, Forty
thousand regular troops being
cncircled by about 10.000 dissi-
dent insurgents. A major part of
the country is now under the
threat of dismemberment and
disintegration from the main-

land. Bangladesh Army has not

allowed a vard or foot of land to
the so-called Shanti Bahini in

gency battle. This was only
training, vision,

reckless valour
by our troops in the remote jun-

enmonstrate

gles of Chittagong Hill Tracts. _h-: |
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