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Vajpayee to
discuss attacks
on Christians
with CMs

NEW DELHI, June 27 : The
Indian government has called a
weeting of state chief ministers
to discuss violence against mi-
nority Christians, among other
issues of dnternal security.
Home Minister L. K Advaul said
today. reports AFP.

“In this context (attacks on
Clhiristians), the Prime Minis-
ter's Office has convened a
meeting with all the chief min-
isters in August.” Advani told
reporlers.

He said the mecting would
broadly discuss [mportant as-
pects of internal security, such
as communal clashes, terror-
ism and the role of Pakistan's
Inter Services Intelligence in
internal violence.

A meeting of security agen-
cies and civil servants will be
held Wednesday to finalise an
agenda for the chiel ministers
nieeting,

A series of attacks on Chris-
tians have heightened security
concerns within the commu-
nity, which constitutes just 2.5
percent of India's one billion
predominantly Hindu popula-
tion.

Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpavee's Hindu nationalist
BIP partyv. which heads the rl
g coalinon government. hias
been coriticised by Chrisitian
groups lor not acung Hrmly
enough to curb the violence.

3 die in Egypt
after handling
radioactive
object

CAIRO, June 27 : A father
and two children died. and five
other children were seriously
ill overnight Monday, after be-
ing contaminated near here by
an object described as radioac-
tive. Egyptian police said. re-
ports AFP.

Officials from the electricity
ministry and the Atomic Eu-
ergy Authority of Egypt have
since retrieved the undisclosed
object from the family home al-
ler encasing it in a lead con-
tainer, officials in the area
added.

Neighbouring homes in the
village of Mit Halfa. 10 ki
north of the capital Cairo. wers
evacuated overnight Monday
but the authorities there in-
sisted there was no danger 1o
residents.

The family had inadver-
tently taken the object holue
with themn from a sandv area
where they had found building
matenals they planned to use to
make home improvements, the

lice said. : |

‘The* father, Fadl Hassan
Fadl. a 61-vear-old agricviltiral
worker, died Monday wighit on
the way 1o« hospatal in tlie sur-
rounding Qalvubiva arca while
his teenage son died en route 1o
a medical center in Cairo, police
said.

A teenage daughter died
early Tuesday in a Cairo hospi-
tal where the five remaining
children were in serious condi-
tion, they added.

The police gave few details of
their symptoms other than to
say that they had suffered from
an extreme rash and fever

Helicopter
crash in Laos:
15 killed

BANGKOK, June 27: A pas-
senger helicopter crashed into
mountain in Laos Killing at least
15 people, diplomats and airline
officials said Tuesday, reports
AP.

The helicopter owned by na-
tional carrier Lao Aviation was
travelling on a regular route be-
tween Xaysomboune and Xieng
Khouang provinces when it
crashed on Sunday

Somijit Chandraraugsi.
manager of Lao Aviation in the
Laotian capital of Vientiane,
said it was assumed the cause
of the crash was bad weather.

About fifteen people were
aboard, none of them foreign-
ers, and all were assumed to
have died, he said. Authorities
had not vet reached the crash
site because of the hazardous
terrain and bad weather, he
added

The helicopter crashed in an
area where anti-governnient
ethnic Hmong insurgents, who
have stepped up resistance this
year, are actlive.

Laotian authorities belleve
the crash site is at the side of a

remote mountain north of Long

Tieng about 150 kilometers (94
miles) north of Vientiane.
diplomats said.

Foreign embassies and in-
ternational organisations

recent vears about
tion's safety.

reports from Beljing

the Gulf News sald

i
Laos have issued warnings in
Lao Avia-
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Mugabe monopoly on power goes as Opposition surges

HARARE, June 27 : Zim-

babwe President Robert Mu-
abe's ruling ZANU-PF party

1as won parliamentary elec-
tions with 62 seats against 57
for the opposition Movement
for Democratic Change (MDC),
offictals announced today, cor-
rectmg an earlier tally, reports
AFP. The small ZANU-Ndonga
party won one seat.

Mugabe appoints a further
30 members of the 150-secal
chamber, giving his Zimbabwe
African National Union-Patri-
otic Front a comfortable major-
iy,

" The MDC's win, however,
enables it to prevent the presi-
dent and his party from amend-
ing the constitution.

Constitutional amendments
must be approved by a two-
thirds vote, which means that
that opposition can block them
now that it holds more than a
third of the seats in the next
parliament.

In fts 20-year virtual
monopely on power, Mugabe
and his party have amended the
constitution 16 times since the
basic law was negotiated with
Britain at independence.

The MDC has broken all
records by becoming the first
opposition party to have more
than 20 seats in parliament af-
ter the 57 it won In the weekend
parlfamentary vote,

Opposition members had
just three seats in the outgoing
parliament.

Emboldened by the result,
opposition leader Morgan
Tsvangiral fmmediately ann-
nounced Tuesday that he wonld
stand for president in 2002,

Mugabe's Zimbabwe African
National Unijon-Patriotic
Front (ZANLU-PF) won 62 seats
against 57 for Tsvangiral's
Movement for Democratic
Change (MDC) of the 120 seats
contested, the election direc-
torate said in a revised final of-

ficial count.

Under Zimbabwe's constitu-
tion, Mugabe appoints a further
40 mcnﬁmrs to the 150-seat
chamber, which will give his
party a comfortable majority.

But the MDC, set up just nine
months ago, I1s now set 10 pose
the stiffest challenge

The MDC score In the race
for the 120 seats up for election
thiis weekend Is th' strongest
challenge vet to the ruling parly
and gives it the power to block
constitutional amendments
whose approval requires a two-
thirds vote.

The weekend elections were
criticised by international
monitors as neither free nor
fair following months of brutal
intimidation.

ZANU-PF, which has ruled
with huge majorities since
1980, had 117 of the 120 elec-
torates in the last two parlia-
ments.

EU observer team head

Plerre Schorl condemned high
levels of violence, Intimidation
and coercion” during the cani-
alg.
: “The term free and fair is not
applicable in these elections,”
sald Schori, a Swedish former
ald minister.

In London, British Forelgn
Secretary Robin Cook told the
BBC: "The voters' rolls were
rigged, the boundaries were

rigged and there was systematic

brutality mtended to deter peo-
ple from voting for change.

Opposition hails

polling results

Earlier, Morgan Tsvangiral,
head of Zlimbabwe's opposition
Movement for Democratic
Change (MDC), sald today his
parly had done "exceptionally
well” in parllamentary elec-
tions after garnering nearly

half the seats In unfinished
('nunting.
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 ZANU-PF wins majority

Members of the opposition Movement for Democratic Change (MDC) celebrate on the

streets of Harare for their victory in the 58 seats in

yesterday.

Zimbabwe's general elections

— AFP photo

TORKYO, June 27
ister Yoshiro Mori, ‘ﬁlll:ll[lll%
alter Japanese volers slashec
his ruling bloc's majority, today
chose a new right-hand man as
he shaped a luture government,
reports AFP,

Voters on Sunday wiped out
his Liberal Democratic Party's
parliamentary majority but left
it hanging to power with its
coalition partners: the Bud-
dhist-backed Komeito and the
Conservative Party

Each of the LDP’'s two allies
will get one lawmaker in the 62-
vear-old leader's 18-minister
cabinet, the Japanese press
said.

The burly rugby-plaving fa-
natic is scheduled to formally
announce the new line-up on
July 4 immediately after par-
liament meets to reappoint him
as prime minister.

The gafle-prone leader chose
a close ally, 56-year-old LDP
deputy secretary-general Hide-
nao Nakagawa., to take the
nost-trusted post of chief cabi-
net secretarv

'l declined an ofter from the
primue minister this morning

Primme Nine-

(to stay on) and | expect him to
appoint my successor by the end
of the day,” outgoing Chiel
Cabinet Secretary Mikio Aokl
told a news conference,

Mori told reporters he had
decided on Nuka%&m‘u as a re-
placement, with backing lrom
top members of the LDP, which
has been in power with just one
10-month break since 1955

"I talked with Mr Aoki this
morning and Mr Aokl said he
wanted to return to party busi-
ness,” said the prime minister

Finance Minister Kiichi
Mivazawa and Forelgn Minis-
ter Yohei Kono are alimost cer-
tain o survive

The prime minister has said
wants to keep both ministers to
help out when Japan hosts the
July 21-23 Group of Eight
sumnit on the southern island
of OKinawa.

Economic Planning Agency
director general Taichi Sakaiya
is also to stay on, the press said

Mori plans to create a minis-
ter for information technology
(IT). fulfilling a campaign
promise to develop the Internet
as a new engine for the world’s

J apan's PM shapes new govt

second-biggest economy

“Mr. Mori has clearly stated
the need for a minister spe-
cialised In IT during the elec-
tion campaign.” said Mori's
deputy press secretary,
Kazuhiko Koshikawa

The incoming chief cabinet
secretary, Nakagawa, could also
take the IT post, said the Nihon
Keizal Shimmbun.

But Japan's press urged Morl
to fmplement fundamental
changes to appease voter dis-
content, attacking the survival
of old porkbarrel politics and
factional horse-trading

"We can't see any signs that
the ruling parties are taking se-
riously the vorers judgement,”
crivd an cditarial i the mlha-
ential newspaper Asahi Shim
buin.

The LDP got just 233 of the
total 480 seats In a new
slimmed-down lower house of
parliament, compared with its
pre-election strength of 271 in a
200-seat chamber,

Komeito slumped from 42
seals to 31 and the Conservative
Party from 18 to seven.

Death toll from
Nepal's floods,
landslhides
rises to 43

KATHMANDU, June 27 : The
toll from floods and landslides
in various parts of the country
since the monsoon began in
mid-June has reached 43, police
and newspapers sald today. re-
ports AFP.

At least four more people
died in flash floods and land-
slides In various regions since
Friday. giving a total of 43 dead
and three missing

Home Minister Govinda Raj
Joshi told parliament on Mon-
day more than 600 families had
been affected with 380 houses
and cowsheds damaged, cansing

20 million rupees (290.000 dol-
lars) in damage,

"The government has been
providing necessary relief ma-
terials and money in natural
disaster relief funds to help
those affected by the flooding.
he said.

Shooting continues despite

emergency in Ambon
Military to rotate 1,200 troops

JAKARTA. June 27 : Occa-
sional gunlfire and explosions
continued to be heard in the
embattled Indonesian city ol
Ambon today despite the hinpo-
sition of a state of emergency
aimed at halting Muslim-
Christian violence which has
left more than 4,000 people
dead in the past 18 months, re-
ports AFP.

"We all heard it only from
the media, there was no public
announcement made here
(about the state of emergency )
said a source at Ainbon's Romnan
Catholi« cathedral who
declined to be identified.

He said occasiondal cunshots

the Maluku islands,
dawn Tuesday.

"With the civil emergency

and explosions continued 1o be
heard in the city, the capital of
bhefore

things can be said to be under

control but snipers are still
firing sporadically in the
Batumerah area.” said Malik

Selang, secretlary ol the Maluku
chapter of the Indonesian
Council of Mulsim Scholars
The government of President
Abdurrahman Wahid declared a

state of civil emergency in
Maluku and North Maluku
provinces on Monday

It gives the local governor

wide ]NI‘J.""TH to take measures (o

stem the violence, including or-
dering the military to make
sweeping raids, ban meetings
and put areas off limits to the
public

"The conditions
fuesday) seem 10 be better

today

area has reopened,” a
local journalist said

The |[JHTH:II]."-| sald the RO -
l.'|t.||.'ri.|:jr..i.[

ernor was holding a

Ihe
x.||1.--r|”,]|}-,f*t at the Pasar Lama
Muslhim

meeting Tuesday with the re-
gion's military and police
chiefs at a military complex in
dowmntown Ambon

Meanwhile, the Indonesian
mulitary will replace two army
battalions which have spent
almost a year in the riot-torn
eastern islands of Maluku, a
military spokesman said today

Two 600-strong battalions,
from the East Java-based
Brawijava military command,
will be pulled out "as soon as
possible” from Ambon. the cap-
ital of the Malukus, and from
North Maluku province, deputy
military spokesman Colonel
Panggih Sundoro told AFP

Both the warring Muslim
ind Christian conununities in
vanbon and in North Maluku
have accused Brawijava troops

with the
contlict

ol siding
”l’

other side in

NEW DELHI. June 27 : The
push for antonomy in the trou-
bled Indian state of Kashmnir
has thrown down a potent polit-
ical challenge the Central gov-
ernment can ill afford to ig-
nore, analysts said today, re-
ports AFP. :

The Kashmir state assembly
adopted Monday a resolution
proposing full autonomy for the
Muslim-majority state, except
in matters related to finance,
defence and communications.

The resolution was pushed
through by Kashmir's ruling
National Conference Party de-
spite the intense opposition of
the coalition government in
New Delhi. led by Prime Minis-
ter Atal Behari Vajpavee's
Hindu nationalist BJP

Pak FM rejects call for self-rule

With the passing of the reso-
lution, the ball now lies in New
Delhi’'s court, and the govern-
ment faces some dilficult
choices.

“This is a resolution, not a
bill, so it does not carry the
force of law, and there is no re-
quirement for the central gov-
ernment to place it before par-
llament.” said eminent consti-
tutional lawver K.K. Venugapal

‘But it raises a very sensitive
iIssue in a very troubled state
and the government will have
to deal with it politically. and
extremely carefully

‘If it was any other state, it
could have been rejected out of
nand, but this is Kashmir.,”
Venugapal said.

The National Conference ar-

Lues that autonomy is the only

path towards a long-term reso-
lution of the Musliin separatist
iInsurgency in Kashmir, which
has claimed more than 25.000
lives since its launch in 1989

New Delhi and the Hindu
and Buddhist minority com-
munities in Kashmir see anton-
omy as a first step towards out-
right secession

Critics of the resolution ac-
cuse Kashmir Chief Minister
Farooq Abdullah and the Na-
tional Conference of using the
emotive autonomy jissue to
boost the party's flagging for-
tunes in the state

In Kashmir itself, public
opinion as to the sincerity of
Abdullah’'s championing of the
autonomy issue is polarised.

Push for Kashmir’s autonomy
poses stiff challenge to Delhi

Meanwhile, Pakistani For-
eign Minister Abdul Sattar to-
day rejected an autonomy pro-
posal by the legislative assein-
blyv in the Indian-controlled
section of Kashmir and derided
the body as a puppet of New
Delhi.

Sattar, speaking to reporters
on the sidelines of a meeting ol
foreign ministers from the Or-
ganisation of the Islamic Con-
ference, said the assembly had
been created by a rigged elec-
11011

Its Chief Minister Farooq
Abdullah was "a creature of the
government of India who has
been imposed upon the people .
111 order to serve the aim and
objective ol the government of
India.”

Red Cross talks on

family reunions
open in DPRK

Mount KumkKkang resort on r

for mmore than half a centur
officials said

"The talks would
.Hl':il]gillg the exc ]hiltp S O VIS
by the separated
and relatives.” Kim Yong-ll
Sounth Korean unilication min

1s

reunions issue, told AFP

Dae-Jung and North Kor¢

held June 13-15.

gust 15. the the 55th anniver-
Sdann
which freed Korea

Japanese colonial rule

SEOUL, June 27 : South and
North Korean Red Cross offi
cials today opened four-day
talks in_ the North's eastern

unions for families separated

focus on

lamilies

istrv official Elt’ﬁilll:_g the family

['he talks followed an accord
by South Korea's President Kim
111
leader Kim Jong-lIl at a summit

The two Korean leaders then
agreed to arrange meetings lor
separated relatives around Au-

of the end of World War 1]
ironi

WASHINGTON
Scientists returned
today

Iune
) the 1al

ralories

meanwhile. unleashed a livel

1!|1H'|arllll especially the
to own genetic data
"Today, we are learning the
language in which God cr
life.” said President
at a White House

1™

Cerelio

-

individual or group

to finish off the
task of mapping out the human
genome atter announcing to the

world they hatl compiled
working draft of the ode fo}
making a human being, r« ports
.‘.I ['

The historic announcement

and probably lengthy debate
over ethical and moral issues
arising irom the genetld

right

Bill Clinton

But he added: "We must guar-
antee that genetic information
must not be used to stigmatiss
or discriminate against ans

Scientists head back to
labs as ethical debate

unfolds over genome

Yress eommentators inj
rOJ 11 Tuesdav echoed the §
pressions of awe and caution as
they observed the first ravs of
the century of biotechnology

Historv mayv recall that the

rid-wide announcement of
M nda Une 2 F 111~

led ] o i S 0] a

i \ I } 1 |
[ic ldaDl1] iraj 5
genomic d he Fr h dail
| Mo .

[he centrist British daily
[he Independent said privat
lirms mld not be trusted to
exploit "the full potential of the
PENOILI

[t suggested that big biotech
lirnms would locus 1 meints
1ecting richn « untrics. such as
besil ! irt Seas rathern
than diseases that afflict th
)
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Herb vendors clash with

police were involved In violent clashes witli thousands of
shopkeepers i the southwestern Chinese city of Chengdu during
protests over new fees Imposed by the local government, AFP

e

- i o gy —
a .
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of Bortezpur, some 70 km from the state capital of Guwahati yesterday.

1'c:
Hundreds of

thousands of people remain stranded in India's remote northeast due to heavy monsoon
downpours. Reports indicate a slight fall of water levels in the region where flash floods
left 30 dead and more than 250,000 people stranded.

lice: Riot

Up to 5.000 people, mainly shopkeepers from the Wukuaishi
herbal medicine wholesale market, the nation's largest,
gathered early Monday in the capital of Sichuan province to
protest the fees, a witness sald.

Pakistani drug dealer to die: /.

appeal court In the Gulf emirate of Dubal has upheld the deatl
sentence against a Pakistanl convicted of heroin trafficking,
newspapers reported Tuesday, AFP says from Dubal,

The Pakistani, identified only as S.AA., was caught In a
police sting operation trying
morphine and codeine for 400,000 dirhams (108,992 dollars),

to sell 10 grammes of heroin,

— AFP photo

NRP threatens to quit
Barak's coalition govt

JERUSALEM, June 27 : The
Natlonal Religious Party (NRP)
threatened today to quit Prime
Minister Ehud Barak's [ragile
coalition ahead of planned
summit in the Ull“t'tl States
almed at brokering a peace deal
with the Palestinlans, reports
AFP

“The chances of our staying
in the coalition if there Is a
sunmit are slim ... the NRP will
not be able to stay If there Is a
sunimit,” Yitzhak Levy, head of
the right-wing NRP told Israeli
public radio,

‘Il the guidelines for the
stunmit are not coordinated
with us, we will quit.” he said

Harak is scheduled (o briet
his coalition partners early
Foe sddony om thie Iserael negotion -
Ing position ahead of the sun-
mit. involving the US, Israel
and the Palestinians, The NRP
and other right wing members
in Barak's coalition want the
prime minister to tell them how
lar he is willing to go on conces-
slons towards the Palestinians.

A diplomatic source told
AFI that US middle East envoy
Dennis Ross will brief the min-
Isters In Barak's coalition duar-
ing the meeting

"We are out of thie conlitlon

the moment Abu DIS Is 11ims-
lerred,” Levy said Taesday

Elian's Miami
relatives file
appeal to SC

MIAMI, Florida, June 27
Six-year-old Cuban castaway
Elian Gonzalez could be {ree to
return to his native island as
early as Wednesday if the last
attempt by his US relatives to
keep him in the United States
fails, reports AFP.

Attorneys for the boy's great-
uncle Lazaro Gonzalez and
family filed an appeal to the
Supreme Court Monday, play-
ing their last card in their at-
tempt to prevent the shipwreck
survivor from returning 1to
Cuba,

“There is nothing else in this
moment that could prevent
Elian's very prompt removal
from this country.,” said
Kendall Coffey. a lawyver for
lLazaro Gonzalez, at a press
conference in Miami

In the appeal, lawvers for the
Miamli relatives asked that an
injunction prohibiting Elian
from leaving the country be ex-
tended for two weeks, and asked
the court to decide whether it
will hear the case "no later than
the week of July 10.”

Australia to frec
1,700 1llegal
immigrants

SYDNEY, June 27 : Up to
1,700 illegal immigrants will be
[reed from Australia's over-
flowing detention centres after
being declared bona-fide
refugees, Immigration Minister
Philip Ruddock announced to-
day. reports AFP.

This amounts to just over a
hall of all illegal Immigrants
held in Australla and follows
warnings by Ruddock that
thousands more boatpeople are
walting In Indonesia to enter
the country,

(Ruddock) sald 1,700 have
satisfied the refugee status for o
temporary protection visa ol
those that are still in custody,”

| a spokesman told reporters.

SUVA June 27 Fiji's
lengthy coup crisis remained
resolutely deadlocked today af-
ter rebel leader George Speight
flatly rejected a 24-hour ulti-

matum from the military to
sign an agreement on an in-
terim civilian government, re-

ports AFP

Speight also issued a thinly
velled warning that any action
against him would endanger the
lives of 27 hostages, including
the deposed prime minister
Mahendra Chaudhry, being
held in parliament

Asked what his options were
if the military decided to use
force to end the political crisis,
Speight said they were "obvi-
ous.”

"They will invite the wrath
of the people on them.” he cau-
tioned

Alfter presenting the ultima-
tum on Tuesday, the island's
martial law authorities had
told reporters they would set up
a new government without the
plotters il the deadline was not

F1j1 coup p

et

But
Lhe ultimatunm was ann
rebel spokesman Ratu
Silatolu it W unaccept
able pressure and that the np
plotters would not sign. Instead
they would
dralt forn
said
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Militany spokKesman Col
Filipo Tarakinikini
on Tuesdavy ruled out
action to free the 27 hi

However., a
IStry ol
ment to Fijian diplomatic
on Monday warned the militany
had not at this stage ruled out
the option of a military inter-
vention to tree the host pes

had earlier
militar
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Farakinikini said attempts to
end the live-week hi stage crisis
had “come against the wall
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special forces soldiers stormed
the parliamentary complex and
announced they were deposing
Chaudhnr gL ountiry s Iirst
ethnic Indian premier. in the
name ol indigend

Fhe military assumed powel

and declared martial
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Despite Speight being widely
identilied as the coup leade:
ecarlier. a special torces soldier
playing a Key role in the coup
itempt claimed on Tuesday
elite Counter Revolutionary
Warfare (CRW) soldiers inside
the seized parliament would
bhey only to his orders, rather
than Speight's

CRW founder llisoni Ligairi
told the Fiji Times the CRW "be-
came involved on my orders
and would not react on anvone
else's orders

MIYAKEJIMA ISLAND
Japan, June 27 : Thousands ol
people were evacuated from
their homes todayv as experts
warned of a major eruption
within hours on Japan's rum-
bling Miyakejima volcanic is-
land, reports AFP.
The Island's Bl3d-meten
(2.683-1oot) Mount Oyvama vol-
cano may already be erupting
beneath the sea, experts sald

A patch of sea Lnlmhlt-tl and
turned a milky white shade ofl
the western tip of Mivakejima

)

island. home to about 3,900
people and lying about 150 Km
southwest of Tokvo

A rush of 2.533 tremors rat-
tled the volcano in the first 134
hours of the day and were now
increasing in frequency and
strength, a Meterological
Agency official said

The strongest, measuring 4.0
on the open-ended Richter
scale, struck at 11:44 a.m. (8:44
BST)

“There is a possibility of a
strong explosion near the

Japan braces for volcanic
eruption on Miyakejima

Thousands of people evacuated

shore.” Tsutomu Takeuchl,
head of the Meteorological
Agency's volcanic division. told
A Lm-u S conlerence

Also. we cannot rule out an
eruption on the western side ol
the mountain he said. The

volecano which forms the island
last erupted in Ox tober 1983
Authorities moved 2.144
people from their homes on the
eastern and western sicdes of the
volcano to shelter in a school
svinnasium and other public
huihlmgx in the sater area.
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