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Real Test Ahead

HE decision of the International Cricket Coun-
cil (ICC) In London on Monday to elevate
Bangladesh from associate to Test match status is
like a dream come true. We have been waiting for a
long time to be able to make our mark in a disci-
| ?line of sport which has been played and practised
or more than a century in this part of the world.
We now have the opportunity to do that. This is
perhaps one of the very few good pieces of news
since the Victory Day in 1971 that gives us a leap of
the mind. Today we join the nation in celebrating
this historic occasion, fully aware of the onerous
tasks that lie ahead in upgrading our strandards to
compete with other cricketing nations with honour.

It is time for the government to take a bow: feel
genuinely proud and happy for an achievement un-
matched in the sporting annals of this proud na-
tion. The Ministry of Youth and Sports and the
Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB) deserve all praise
for their doggled perseverance and untiring efforts
in following the only goal of achieving a place for
Bangladesh in the supreme body of ICC as a full-
member. The vigorous lobbying, that was Initiated
since the rejection of application by the ICC in
1999, has finally paid off as all the members unan-
imously supported Bangladesh's application for
full membership.

As we rejoice in the outcome today, we remember
those players and or%anisers who had given their
best times of life for this game and did the brick-
building job slowly but steadily for the Test status

sions about our capacity ancl

affordablility for holding the
NAM summit in Dhaka in the
autumn of 2001. My apprehen-
sions have deepened further af-
ter | read Mr. Farug Choud-
hury's column dealing with this
lorpl(‘ in The Dally Star of June
25. The commendable and suc-
cessful movement of the civil
soclety to change the venue of
the NAM conference centre has
taken our attention away from
this more basic issue. One can
only hope that our policy-mak-
ers in tﬁe foreign office have a
well thought-out plan of action.
which they should now make
public to alley the concerns
rajised.

Mr. Choudhury has empha-
sised the huge scale of prepara-
tions, in terms of expertise and
logistics, required l{ﬂr holding
such an event. Meeting the
deadline seems to be a stupen-
dous task. May be the difficul-
ties are overblown, May be, at
the end, many of those 113
heads of state will decide not to
)articlpate, anticipating our
lﬂ(‘k of preparation, thus mak-

Ihavc had some apprehen-

we have gamed today. The game owes much to this
dedicate
whom did not have the opportunity to see this day.

But this is not the end. This is only the begin-
ning. In the years to come this recognition,
achieved after so much of efforts, must be turned
into excellence in the game itself. It is hard truth
that we do not have a proper, exclusive ground for
cricket. The infrastructure for the game has to be
immensely improved, the format for the domestic
cricket has to be radically changed, first class
tournaments have to be introduced and playing
centres have to be developed. And all these must be
done methodically but quickly. Along with these
the welfare of the players has to be given due im-
portance. After all, they will be the people to bring
cricketing accolade to us.

Once again we offer our hearty felicitations to
the cricketers and the organisers and urge them to
live up to the playing status we have been accorded
in the world arena.

Chief Whip and Two

Questions

HIEF Whip of the Jativa Sangsad Abul Hasnat

Abdullah made some astounding remarks in
the Parliament on Saturday raising a question
mark on his sense of propriety. There have been
media reports about his youngest son Ashique
Abdullah allegedly kidnapping a schoolboy and
demanding ransom for his release. Previously, his
eldest son Sadeq was accused of having forcibly
occupied a flat in a city building. Apparently
rattled by. these .the.Chief Whip delivered the
'ultimate ruse to defend the name of his familv. He
implored the Speaker to form a parliamentary
conunittee to probe the allegations against his
sons. somewhat out of steps with  1the general
discussion over the budget he was taking part in.

Why should a parliamentary committee be
formed for the sole purpose of investigating his
sons’ reported involvements in criminal activi-
ties? The principle of equality before law demands
that they be proceeded against just as any other
person accused of similar offences would have
been. Why does he think the law owes a special
treatment to his sons? We would have said the
same thing even if he had demanded the parlia-
mentary committee with an open, neutral mind.
But he thinks there has been 'a conspiracy to de-
fame his family' and that a section of the media re-
sorted to 'false and misleading report' which all the
more warrants that the matter be gone into accord-
ing to standard procedures.

Our second pointer is towards his startling dis-
closure that he was offered crores of taka by ISI —
what for — he really has not divulged it in precise
terms. The most pertinent question to ask here is:
what did you do after being approached by the ISI
with the monetary offer? Did you tell the intelli-
gence agencies like the DGFI or NSI about it as a
matter of obligation to national security con-
cerns? It was no joking matter that a ruling party
high-up was purportedly approached.

If intelligence operatives of other countries can
operate like that and have such easy access to a
government leader assigned with a particular task
of national importance we better find out where it

is going wrong. What did the chief whip do with all
that he knew?

The Book of Life

ECODING of the genetic blueprint for a human
being is, as British Prime Minister Tony Blair

the 21st Century”. Success of the Human Genome
Project (HGP), which involved an international
group of public-sector scientists, opens up an
avenue to tremendous medical- advancements. The
knowledge stemming from the “book of life” could
eventually help scientists find a cure for cancer
and other fatal diseases and even lead to a means
for longer life. The otherwise rosy picture is,
however, tinged with “sombre moral concerns”,
: concerns on how we would handle the phenomenal
achievement.

Ground-breaking discovery such as the deci-
phering and sequential assembling of human ge-
netic code places a tremendous responsibility on
the architects, purveyors and protagonists of the
feat. Mankind's track-record In responsible appli-
cation of technological wonders has not been reas-
suring, to say the least. Nuclear bomb is a poignant

list could go on and on.

band of players and organisers many of

put it, indeed the “first technological triumph of

proof of abuse of scientific prowess. There are
more. Blological warfare, chemical weapons, the

This time, man's progress has been inward., deep
into the secret of his own existence, If prudently
and properly applied, the knowledge would lead us

to longer, happier lives. If not,
turbing the intricate balance

we might end up dis-
and harmony of na-

ture. In that case, our very existence would be on

the balance.
With the "book of life”,
minds may fall for the money

some profit-mongering
ame, Our congratu-

lations to the scientists on the HGP goes with a

;: note of caution: stay away from these crooked
commercial clutches,
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but also, at the same time, mak-
cance.

to burden the next Caretaker
Government with all this, par-
ticularly since the approaching
summit will then make the
time-table for these prepara-

domestic political environment
at the very time of holding the
summit? If history is any guide
(in this case, we certainly hope

one of our major two political
parties will be launching a
fresh agitation around that
time in protest of an allegedly
rigged general election!

On the benefit side, it is for
the experts in international re-
lations to judge how far the
summit will help enhancing the
prestige and clout of
Bangladesh among the comity

with the economic costs and

ing the event more manageable,
ing it an event of lesser signifi-

Moreover, how fair will it be

tions increasingly inflexible?

And how congenial will be the

not). it is most likely that either

al nations. I am more concerned

| The NAM Summit
Have We Done Our
Cost-Benefit
Calculations?

by Wahiduddin Mahmud

benefits, if any. One can argue
that the nternational attention
enerated by such an event can
1elp Bangladesh attract foreign
investment or can give the
country an enhanced status as a
player in global economic
negotiations. There are grounds
to be skeptical about such
imagined economic benelits
coming out of what s es.
sentially an event of conven-
tional diplomacy and involves
only the developing countries.
Also, the international hnage
factor can work either way, de-
pending on how well we can
manage the show and package
ourscives lor media scrutiny.
The estimated total costs for
holding the summit, it at all
such an estimate has been
made, is npot in public knowl-
edge. The costs will Include
those for bullding a large num-
ber of luxury apartments, buy-
ing a fleet of luxury cars, con-
structing the conference centre
and paying for an array of lo-
gistic support services. Most of
the construction costs are met
from suppliers’ credit, but the
information on such credit {s
missing in the budget docu-
ments (or is it?). In terms of so-
cial and economic returns,
there is not much justification
for financing such unproduc-
tive investments by foreign
borrowing (at what are effec-
tively the commercial rates of
interest). In a city already suf-
fering from the worst levels of
pollution and environmental
degradation, there are obvi-
ously many priority areas of
public spending, if we are at all
to go for increased spending by
borrowing from abroad. The
worst possible scenario is that
we will have already incurred a
large part of the costs before we
find ourselves in a situation
that we cannot after all hold the
summit. These issues should
have been raised and discussed
at the time when we decided to
go into this commitment. But,
eveln now, it may be worthwhile
to examine our options, includ-
mg whether we should go for an
agreed postponement of the
sumnmit.

Taste of Test

Sir, It is indeed a time to re-

joice that from now on
Bangladesh will be coilsidered
as-one of the respectable mem-
bers of the cricket arena. |
would like to congratulate the
whole nation on its great
achievement - Test status
However it is to remember that
Bangladesh’'s ascent into the
Test family has not only opened
the door to great honour but
also increases the responsibil-
Ity.

We do believe and pray that
our cricket team will live up to
the expectation and carry out
the responsibility most success-
fully.

Pradip Kumar Deb

School of Physics

The UNiversity of Melbourne,
Australia

K

oir, Now that we are Test-
playing nation, serious
thoughts should be pgiven to-
wards the development of the
game. The first and foremost
necessity is a proper and per-
manent cricket ground. Banga-
bandhu National Stadium is
only a make-shift one

In this regard I would like to
suggest that the corner plot of
Bijoy Sarani and Sangsad's
western road, at present hous-
ing a museum should be con-
verted into National Cricket
Ground with coaching facili-
ties.

MAH
Dhaka
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Sir , Well everyone is rejoic-
ing that Bangladesh has
achieved Test status but | don't
consider it a big deal for I don’t
at all support the idea of getting
Test status so early.

While expressing his reac-
tion on this achievement Mr
Ashraful Huq, the General Sec-
retary of BCB has said that New
Zealand had won a Test match
26 vears after getting Test sta-
fus. This is indeed a fact but at
the same time we have to con-
sider the infrastructure of
cricket in those countries.
Whereas Bangladesh don’t even
have a complete cricket
academy or indoor facility. Nej.
ther do we have any last bowl-
IR ek K. And i ordery o do
well in Test matches, we do need
to ponder on these maltters.
Therefore 1 still believe that
Bangladesh could have walited a
little longer to be endorsed as
the tenth Test playing country,

Dr Aftab Siddiqi
Banani, Dhaka

Caving in of
Dhaka land

Sir, According to the DS
front-page report of 26 June
"Land In many city areas about
to cave In". 1 have gone through
the report In detail. Unfortu-
nately, in the report there is no
mention about the fate of In-
numerable high-rise buildings
which are likely to face disas-
trous consequences in case the
land underneath caves in.

| therefore request Mr Mor-
shed Ali Khan, the reporter to
throw some light on this topic.
It is likely that many others
have similar query in their
minds.

Ali Reza Khan
New Baily Roacd. Dhaka

Real estate in
virtual trouble?

Sir, The real estate sector is
now putting up a show to at-
tract clients. Does it mean sup-
ply is more than demand, and
money flow is getting tighter?
The huge shopping centres may
face similar situation in the
future (which categories of
shoppers go there, percentage-
wise?). There is a similar pat-
tern in the soap and cosmetic
industry-- a glut market, fol-
lowed by a spate of discounts
and free gifts (lot of competition
from cheap imports). Why the
market cannot be read cor-
rectly?

In an economy dictated by
black money, strategies and pa-
per planning leave many loop-
holes. We have to remember
that Bangladesh is not a con-
sumer society as in the devel-
oped countries. We have to be
careful about artificially heated
economy and cold feet, alter-
nately. (what happened to the
stock markets).

We should not imitate
Bangkok in style of hyped high
living. It has to be remembered
that slow and steady wins the

race.
A.H.
Dhaka
Jealousy
Sir, Why is jealousy so

common among our people? Is
it so in people of other countries
too? Not to this extent, I've
heard.

It is surprising that those
who have everything also can-
not control this primitive feel-
ing, when they see one doing
well. In fact those who have ev-
erything are more prone to this
feeling than those who don't
have much!

Somebody had once said
that if our people see one of
them climbing up the ladder of
success, he will try his best to
drag him down. How self-de-
feating indeed! But they just
can't help it. The saddest part is
even the intellectuals are not
immune to it. Professional
jealousy Is common and has a
negative effect on our whole
race. Because If we try to put ob-
stacles on the way of somebody
(rying to do something In aca-
demics it will hurt our whole
nation and keep puling it back-
ward.

That Is why we are barely
making any progress in that
fleld compared to other coun-
tries. Lord Mauacaulay, a
British essayist had a passage
about the people of lower
Ganges plain and their narrow-
ness. We have a phrase in our
language that speaks of our na-
ture — that we will cut our own
nose to prevent another's jour-
ney!

Dr Sarah
Dhaka
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~ Economic Sanctions Should Go

Economic embargoes are creating misery, not democracy; they are weakening the health of ordingry
people, not the iron grip of those who rule them. It’s no wonder that doctors have cause to oppose
them. They are not just bad economic policies; they are also public health menaces.

friend of mine recently

gave me a copy of a

ournal which ncladed
an article written by Madeleine
Albright, the U.S. secretary of
state. The Journal, Annals of
Internal Medicine, s published
by the American College of
Pﬁyslclana and the American
Soclety of Internal Medicine.

It's not everyday that a
secretary of state writes — or
has any reason to write — an
article tfor a learned medical
journal. Standing alongside
offerings with such high-domed
titles as “Prevalence of and
Risk Factors for Hepatic
Steatosis in Northern Naly,”
Albright offers a vigorous but
unconvincing defence of
economic sanctions, notably
those directed at Iraq and Cuba.
Elsewhere in the magazine
appear articles critical of these
embargoes.

Why Is a medical journal
publishing articles about
economlic sanctions, anyhow ?
Aren’t the editors going beyond
thelr professional expertise
when they venture into the
domain of foreign affairs ?

In fact, Albright's article has
a legitimate place in the pages
of a medical journal. At the
busy intersection of diplomacy
and public health, the vehicles
of policy makers often collide
with those of doctors. Specifi-
cally, sanctions have a place In
medical discussions (and in
medical journals) because
embargoes against countries
often erode the health of people
who live there. According to

How do We Know that the Minister

- e e P —

Albright. “the case for
continued sanctions as a ineans
of pressure against Saddam
Hussein 1s overwhelming.
There is no greater enemy (o
ublic health In Iraq than he”
he makes similar remarks
about Fldel Castro's Cuba:
“There would be no better
route to greater prosperity and
improved public health in Cuba
than a government that was
accountable to its people.” In
essence, Albright is sayving that
if the people of Iraq and Cuba

are in a pickle, It Is because
Hussein and Castro put themn
there. Blame them for the
shortages, the poverty and the
disease, not the U.S. and other
countries. This is buck-passing

masquerading as rational
analysis.
It is obvious — and thus

hardly worth saying — that a
country like Iraq would be
better off with a more demo-
cratic, enlightened, and hu-
mane leader. Hussein has made
the sparse goods in his country
available only to those who
support him. Thus he has
transformed the embargo Into
an instrument of repression,
which seems to e to be

another reason to end it

Bul to say, as Albright says,
that Hussein and, to a lesser
extent, Castro are to be blanned
for their countries’ plight is 1o
say only part of the truth. It
aags nothing about the role of
U.5. — the role of the sanctions
~— In the misery that Iragis and
Cubans suffer. It ignores, US.
complicity, however un-
intended, in the miserv of
pecple who already suffer nneder
the lash of autocratic rule.

Albright polnts out that lood

and medicine are excnipt trom
the sanctions against lrag and
Cuba, but she knows very well
this Is a phony argument. An
embargo Is intended to cripple

the economy of the target
country, and to the extent that

it makes people r, it erodes
their ability to buy food and
medicine, however available

they may be Iin theoryv. The
wealthy and powerful. of
course, can buy what they want:
it's just ordinary citizens.
especially the have-nots. who
are hit,

The shortage of medical care
IS much more serious in Iraq
thian in Cuba. Castro has ruled
Cuba with an {ron hand. but
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time for any

and basic education.
The U.S. embargo

which is a lon
overnment
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completely failed to achieye i,
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weaken Cuba and
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imposed in ) ey, 1
have falled. In fact, It s lﬂ%

that Hussein is stron

r
than he was when the Eemb;trp’

was first imposed.

Over the vears, Interna.
tional sugpnrt for the Cuha

as disappeared, sg
that the United States u::f,

bhlockade

stands virtually
maintaining it. There |s ¢
indication that the same
crosion will make a mocke
the Iraql blockade: already
support for it is weakening iy
the United Nations, even jn
those Arab countries that wouyld
be lIraq’s most immedijate
victims. lncrcaslngy, they are
isolating the US, o1 Its
adversaries.
These economic €mbargoes
are creating misery, not democ-
racyv: they are weakening the
health of ordinary people, not
the iron grip of those who ryle
them. It's no wonder that doe.-
tors have cause to oppose them.
They are not just batlwecmmmlc
wolicies; they are also publije
ealth menaces.
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has Kept His Promise?

by Syed Akhtar Mahmood

IN a recent article in The
Dally Star ("Budget Time
Shadow Boxing”, June 23),
Prof. Rehman Sobhan has
lamented the absence of
transparency in budget
presentations and highlighted
the need for greater ac-
countability. He has talked
about performance budgeting
where the expected outcomes of
budgetary expenditures are
clearly spelt out and mecha-
nisms put in place to judge
whether the expectations have
indeed been fulfilled. These are
critical {ssues that Prof. Sobhan
has raised and I hope that oth-
ers will pick up the thread and
continue highlighting the need
for transparency and account-
ability. In this article, I tryto do
my little bit by elaborating on
the concept of performance
monitoring.

Governments always make
promises. Sometimes, they de-
liver; sometimes they do not.
Ministers often get away with
broken promises because their
commitments are expressed in
vague and rhetorical terins. Ac-
countability thus "requires a
system for converting vague,
ﬁeneral promises to precise in-

icators that can be monitored.

Monitorable indicators could
be used for more than just
checking on government
promises. These could be used
more generally to evaluate
progress in implementing govy-
ernment programmes and pro-
jects and their development ini-
pact. Consider, for example, a
think-tank or other academic
institution funded by public
money. Rarely do we ask if
these institutions are giving so-
ciety good value for its money
and doing what they are sup-
posed to do. To be sure, moni-
toring project implementation is
not easy:; even more difficult is
evaluating project impact.
Nonetheless, it is worthwhile
developing monitorable indica-
tors because the exercise itself
could help clarify thinking on
how projects may be designed.

Organizations who regularly
use performance indicators
have found it useful to distin-
guish between four types of in-
dicators: input, output, oul-
come and impact indicators
An example will clarify the rele-
vance of each indicator and the
distinction between them. Con-
sider the vearly budgetary ex-
ercise. Across the globe. finance
ministers often point to bud-
geted expenditures on the "so-
cially-important” items, such as
education and health, as In-
dicative of their government's
commitment to social causes.
More sophisticated finance
ministers go further and focus
on parlimﬁur categories of so-
clal sector expenditures, such
as primary education and pub-
lic health. They then try to
show that these expenditures
constitute a significant portion
ol the budget and/or are rising
over time.

Do all these necessarily
mean that the government has
attached top priority to educa-
tion and health? No, it does not.
A linance minister who makes
such a clahm Is only partially
correct. There is more to this
than just putting aside money
in the budget. This is better
understood if we apply the fou
indicators mentioned above.

Let us begin by asking the
all-important question: why do
we argue for an increase in ex-
penditures in the social sec-
tors? It is not the expenditures
per se that Is Important but
what we hope to achieve
through these expenditures.
This brings us to a critical, but
oft-neglected, dimension of any
government programime or pro-
ject; Le. Its objectives. Why are
we doing what we are doing?
For example, why do we argue
lor financial sector reforms?
What Is wrong with the finan-
clal sector as it is and what do

I we Intend to achieve through

the reforms? Or, to take an-
other example, if we are putting
public money into an institu-
tion, such as the Bangladesh
Institute for Development
Studies (BIDS), the relevant
questions could be: why do we
need a BIDS?; what is its man-
date?; what is it supposed to
do? Clarifving the objectives of
a project is so critical to identi-
lying monitorable indicators
that half the task is done once
the project or programme goals
have been spelt out.

Let us go back to the exam-
ple of public expenditures on
education and health. The ob-
jective here is not spending the
money per se but something
else, such as improved access
of the poor 1o education and
health, and better quality of ed-
ucation and health services.
Why do we want these” Firstly.
because these are worthwhile
by themselves: an well-edu-
cated and healthy population is
itsell an indicator of develop-
ment. Secondly, because hu-
man development, in turn, facil-
itates other dimensions of de-
velopment. In order to achieve
our goal of wider access to, and
better quality of, social services,
we may need to build more
schools (or hospitals or clinics),
provide them with better teach-
ers (or doctors or paramedics)
and equip them with the neces-
sary supplies. And these, in
turn, may require greater allo-
cations in the budget.

Although we did not put it in
those terms, the above para-
Fraph actually provides a real-
ife example of the input-out-
put-outcome-impact indica-
tors framework 1 had alluded to
earlier. Increased budgetary
allocations to education or
health are like inputs. They
are intended to produce some
outputs. such as more schools,
better teachers and greater
supply of the necessary equip-
ment, books, medicines etc
Some of the output, such as
number of schools, can be mea-
sured quantitatively; others,
such as guality of schools, may
have to be evaluated qualita-
tively. However, achieving these
outputs is not the end-objec-
tive. We want these because we
believe that these will lead to
better access of the poor to so-
cial services and improve the
quality of these services. These
are the outcomes we expect
from the increased budgetary
spending on education and
health. And we want all these
because we expect these to have
an impact on development
The distinction between output,
outcome and impact is impor-
tant and failure to comprehend
this could be, and has been, the
cause of mmuch confusion in the
design and evaluation of many
a project.

In real-life projects, the in-
puts may not necessarily lead
to the outputs, the outputs to
the outcome and so on. Thus,
the mere allocation of additional
money in the budget may not
lead to more schools and clin-
ics, more books and medicines,
and better teachers and doc-
tors. This can happen if the
money is inefficiently spent, e.g.
siphoned off by corrupt contrac-
tors and government officials
When the inpuats do not lead to
the desired outputs, you have a
deliciency in project hmplemens-
tation, which is a ditlerent from
poor project design

But even when the money is
well-spent, we may not sce the
desired outcome. We may build
more schools, and provide them
with better teachers and good
supplies, but discover that all
these make lttle difference to
the poor. This may if it is not
the availability of schools, but
other factors which are the real
hurdles to the poor's access to
education. If the latter s indeed
our goal, then these factors
should be addressed in addition
to, or instead of, building more
schools. This Is an issue of

“velopment.
- troversy on this. However, one

project design. A project may be
efficiently implemented and the
roject outputs realized. but as
ong the design is deficient, the
desired outcomes will elude us.
The output of a project is thus
not the same as its outcome.
Nor is the impact of a project
the same as its outcome. The
output and outcome indicators
tell us what is expected from
the project, the first in a nar-
rower sense and the second in
more broader terms. The impact
indicators place the project or
programme within the bigger
scheme of lhings. relating it to
the ultimate development or
poverty alleviation goals. In our
example, expanded access of
the poor to social services is be-
lieved to have an impact on de-
There is little con-

can think of projects where the
link between the outcome and
the expected impact on devel-
opment is less clear-cut. For
example, a project may involve
the hiring of consultants to
write a draft privatization law.
Here the draft law is the ex-
pected output and an accelera-
tion of privatization. resulting
from the adoption of the privati-
zation law could be the ex-
pected outcome. Proponents of
privatization would argue that
an acgeleration of privatization
would have a significant devel-
opment impact by increasing
efficiency in the economy. Op-
ponents of privatization are
likely to disagree. In many
cases, project designers need to
think through clearly the link
between the expected outcome
and the expected impact of the
project.

To conclude. proper ac-
countability requires that we
CONVETL promises tu precise
monitorable indicators. But it
also means that we clearly dis-

tinguish between the input,
output, outcome and impact
indicators. If we do so. we will
be better at evaluating bud-
getary proposals or achieve-
ments. We will be less im-
pressed with mere increases in
budgetary allocations to a par-
ticular sector, however sociall
important it might be, but wij
want to know if this additional
money is efficiently spent and,
more lmportantly, whether ({t
really makes any difference to
our developmental goals. A gov-
emment will no longer get good
marks just by showing that it
has spent more money, irre-
spective of the impact on
growth or welfare. This, In
turn, will force governments to
think ‘more' carefully abaut the
objectives of any government
programime or project. ' ©

n this article. I have largely
used one example of govern-
ment programmes, ie., bud-
getary expenditures on educa-
tion and health, to {llustrate my
arguments. However., much of
what | had to say applies to
other programmes or projects,
be it a highway project, a
bridge, a financial sector reform
programme, a fund set aside in
the budget for sick industries.
or a think-tank funded by pub-
lic money. Until we develop a
culture of insisting on precise
monitorable indicators. we will
not be able to ensure account-
ability on the part of anyone
who uses public resources. And
we will not be able to know if a
minister has indeed kept his. or
her. promise!

The writer is with the Private
Sector Development Depariment
of the World Bank. This article is
written in his personal capacily
and the views expressed here
do not necessarily reflect that of
the World Barnk.

Buchwald's® ==

O matter who is running for office, the money keeps pour-
Niug in. Fund-raising is more sophisticated than ever. You

don't just buy a ticket for a political get-together; you indi-
cate just how much you can afford.

Here are the latest prices for big events. For &100 you get to
sit in the parking lot next to the candidate’s limousine. His
speech is piped in over a loud-speaker.

For S500 vou get to stand on the basketball court and wear
the name of the candidate on a straw hat. '

A thousand gives you permission to enter the Magic Circle,
limited to those generous givers. The Magie Circle is in front of
the stage, and the candidate can see most of the people. The
givers are permitted to wave their banners but not touch the

candidate.

For $20,000 you can have your photo taken with the candi-
date, and for $50,000 yvou can have your child sit on the candi-
ves — $100.000 or more — can go backstage
and shake hands with the candidate and beg a favour from him.
does not stop > \
rally you will get a call from the candidate who will tell you how
much your contribution means to him and he would appreciate

date's knee. The big gi

The money-raisin

it if yvou would double it.

In exchange the contributor will be gi
date's headquarters from 7 to 9 o'clock in the evening,

If for some reason you were unable to attend the fundraiser,
you can let the candidate know by e-mail how you feel. For $250
he will read it on his campaign plane.

Zachariah Hemmelworth, how is in charge
for one of the candidates, said :
raiser. If you can't afford to shake hands with the candidate. you
tato salad in the lobby. What makes our fund-
raisers different from others is that the candidate will know
you were there. He watches fund-raiser videotapes
to sleep at night. You can tell your children you were in the same
room with him, and he waved to you a::lhe took his bows. For

50 more his wife will wave to you as well. |
y "This is the only fund-raig’er we will hold this week. The
other side raised $20 million at a barbecue. We have to meet that

oal, which is why the money for every American flag you buy
rom a vendor will go toward purchasing negative TV ads.

'If our forefathers were against raisin p%
thad have wrlttcgu it in the congtitu- §

can still eat po

melworth added, "they woul
tion."

there. Two days after the

ven access 1o the candi-

of raising moneyv
"We are a full-service fund-

before he goes

soft dollars,” Hem-
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